
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 






^i^-di^:"* 



'^mm^m^ ' 







PI L L A R S 

OF 

PRIESTCRAFT* 

AND 

ORTHODOXY 

S H A K E N. 



-As for the r€nding(fthe churchy wt have many rea^ 
Jons to think it is notihat which ye labour to prr- 
'uent^fo much as the rending of your tonttfical 
Jleeves : Thatfchifm would be the Joreftfchifm t9 
you. Milton, 

Neither can religion receive any wound hy difgrace 

thrown upon the prelates^ Jtnce religion and they 

furely were never tnfuch amity. They rather are 

the men who have wounded religion^ and their 

Jiripes muft heal her. Id £ m • 

VOL. III. 



LONDON: 

Printed for Mr. Qadell in the Strand; 
Mr. KjBAiisLEY in Ludgate-llreet; Mr. Paynk- 
and Mr. Johnson in Patcr-nofter-Row; and 
Mr, youNG under the Ro)al hxchange. 
MDGCLXVIII. 



THE 

CONTENT S. 



I, 

jJ-'Ltiter i» Dr, Snape, iy Bijktp Vlcct" 
wood. 

H. 
4f*tmdLttUry hj tbt/amt* ~ 

III. 
J Litter to a Friend in Ljtocaftiirc, relating 
tQ fome Points of Rellglon^^ by Dr, Hoadly, 
^e'BlJhopofWmche&er. 

jf true Churchman* s Reafons for repealing the 
*''Corporation and Teft ASs. By Dr. Hoadly> 
Blfi^p gf Salifbury, late ^Wiachcftcr. 

• V. 
J Letter to the Earl of Nottingham, By 
Dr. Sykes. 

VI. 

Anlmadverfum dn Bljhop Sherlock'/ Remarks 
§nibe Tytbe-BllL By Mr. Arnall. 

Az - vVII. 



CONTENT S^ 

VII. 

Mr. Bmirq'i Litki^ U i?n Chandler ^aur^m^ 
inf future FuniJImaiU 

VIII. 
7J^ merctftd Judgnunts. tf/'High-chorch iri^ 
umt^mt m ^in4i»i Ckr§ymiiiani ^thu^Mn ike 
reiin of Charles L 

ADifcourfe on QesuermnM 0ed RiUpmy taU 
tulatedfor the Meridian of the 30th of Januarj. 
The Author uninowh. 






LETTER 
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. Reverend Dr. S n a p e ^ 

Whereip. t.he 

A u T H- "■•6. /|...i.';ir '■••■? 

OP f Ht= ••■••• = '•' 

Chriftian ' Pn^ftfiobd 

IS MA I N T A I N*D; 

The Uninterrupted Succes- 
s I o 1^ of B I s H o p s from the Apo- 
ftles Days is lincaNy deduced ^ and 
the Cavils of Heretics and 
Fanatics are anfwerd. 



By a Curate of Wilts - ':.'■■ ^-^--^ 



From the Third Edition. 



Firft PriQtcd in the Year 1718. 



- .Cry 

■ A 

L E: T T E R 

TO THE 

Reverend Dr. S n a p e,* &c. 



Rrusrend SIR. :^: ::•>: i'^^ 

SINCE, wririqg -leUars in *pri«t to a' 
friend, is fomijcKJg^ft^roh,**! ^ope I 
(hall not incur your difpleafurc, if I run 
in with the herd of thofe, who, following- 
yaur footfteps, have with the utmoft familia*^ 
rity addrefs'd themfelves to their Fuperibrst 
and', though but a country curate, prefume to 
apply myfeif to you, who are at prefent one of 
the moft renowned champions of our dtjirefid 
churchy which has been fo violently attack'd of 
I late, by mm whofe inter eji as well as profeflion « 
' fliould have led them to defead her. 

♦ Thefe two letters to Dr. Sna'fe have been ge-" 
nerally afciibed to Bilhop Fleet^ooJ: and the late 
Dr. Birch t a good judge in thefe matters, told mcr 
that he always undecffood Biihop FIeit<wtk»dto havo 
been the author ; bat that Dr. Herring's timidity, 
made him omit them in the colledioa of the 
Bilhop's works. 

VOUlll.^ A 4 We^ 
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We all fee how (he has beenMorn and man*, 
glcd of -late, how her power hath been qoc"* 
ftion'd,her honour dcbafed, and hertrncgraa- 
deur vilify'd; and all th?s hath been done,- 
only to make way for carnal reafon and bare 
religion I asif{)ower, honour and riches were 
no eiTentjal part of our church. 

'\\if,Xt\te;,xeafoh iniiifiltgion are very good 
things,' ^Mieirlociced ufT^lhongft the Atcana of 
a churcb\^\. jvJiifl drejr come to be once pro- 
fluited Jtojthj? IJKpJJ? -of . the vulgar^ ihey are 
the m6/k;4aAg^^^i^fl^uments of i>/ ruin. 
Then wilf 'the Jheip begin lo judge of theii 
fiepherds fermoas, and calling loudly for cbeir 
blbliSj pretend to be their own interpreters ; 
and this deteftable Hcetice (hall be commended 
under the fpecious name of chxijiian liberty^ 
Our great adverfary the bifhop of Bangor^^ 
hoping to get all the fanatia on his fide, and 
ibereby more efFeftually accompHfh his perni- 
cious defigns againft «j, has trump'd up this 
doiStrine offedrching thi fcripture^ and fubmlt- 
ting our confcience to no wan*s dinSHon. Ta 
fupport which hirefy^ he tells us, * that no fet 
* of men (not even the clergy whom we very 
*|uftly call the church) have any authority to 
< direft the confciences of men; that Chriftis 
' king in his own kingdom, and that no power 
*oa earlh can. add by-laws to. the laws of 

*Cbrift5. 
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* Chrift y afid that to add fanftions, rewards,. 

* or paniffiment« to his laws, is to dethrone 

* Chrift ; that we priefts are not by divinn rights 

* but only a laudable humane inftitution j and 

* that our dtim. to our facerdotut powers by 

* an A^hUffupted fuu^m from die apoftlcs, 

* te 4 eJitei^i) that GUI' excdtmnuAicaiions are 

* idle terrors of m«n ; atid that thd laity may 
« go to beairca without our intervention^ 

* wittowt benefit of clergy: If tbiir be not 
Wf^iiig out of oor bands the rcry kading- 
ftrings of th< lai^yj-and at once deftroying the 
pbWetof rhcf clergy, if tftis be not making the- 
church of dhrljt- a Bahl, tui his kingcfom a 
realm of cbttfirinm, I know not whae \^ 
Thus rfo^s a governor of oar cbunh ftewr 
hiihfeiflefs 7ealous for her, than the filref- 
fmifhs at Ephffus were for their Di^va ; whilflr 
ttley cry, Great i$ihe goddefs trf the Ephefians^ 
Be cri<J<r, Small is the power of the church cf^ 
Engtend. However fmce your great yi/^ are 
I^lcrfed to enter the lifts againft him, fince 
yoTi have been follow'd by fuch an ableftconcf 
as the dejin of Chkhefi^r, and fince ^iV. Law^ 
kas laid dowohis plan oi church power, to the 
utter confufron of the new hcrefy j I fhall nofc 
feaf to tkow in fome few rf my aofwera; . 
to the biOlop's argutn^nts ^ which I wili vea- 
fore to fay no one has handled with more 
fce€doi»^ nor de<^lafedth«mfelve&ag^nft wiih. 
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more fincerity, nor has any one fpoke ottt^ 
4he fentim^nts of the orthodox priefthood"* 
wi tht more chriftian zeaU 

Firfl. then, the bi(hop affirms^ tbat-our 
church has W9t any power to add by-laws to ibi • 
laws ofChriJl^ I would faia know whether - 
he dotli not ailoMS that any. little i«^ folit'ic- 
h^th a po^er to make byrlaws for their- own- 
honour, profit or fafety ; if /o, (hall not our 
church ox, clergy, 2iJbody ih& mod <politic itk the^ 
\Korld, be. permitted to have a. poor privilege,^ 
vtbich i&. not deay'd to the. pettieft borrough,^ 
or to the me^neft corppratioo ? That our bi-. 
fltops, dean$^ archdeacons,, and the ;-eft.of our. 
brethren, whofe revenues, exceed, thofa. of all- 
the bodies (orporate ia. England^ (hould not be,i 
admitted to an^ equality with any other fett o£i. 
prophane laymeti, who are ftiled»> iw<jy ^r, alder^^ 
men and common- coumjly feems to me not only^ 
bUfpbcmpus, but eyen ridiculous, to affirm^ 
Oh! poor church, to .y bat low ebb Art thoo. 
reduced ? 

In the fecond place, the bifhopi affirms, tVa^ 
U add fan€lions of this world U the laws of 
\Gbrift^ is Ua^againjl-^hriji^ for iisklngdon^ 
is not of this worldi^ I mulV aflc the bifliop 
another.queAion here, and that is, Whether in 
the time of Glirift and bis apoftles, men wero 
aot aJ®i(3ed, for their want-of faith, and foiF 
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thdr iiDS, by corporal abd lemporal punKh-" 
meDts from heaven, fuch as Uindnffs^ hTntmfs^* 
pal/yj &c ? I thiDky from our Saviour's com-' 
man phrafe la curing thefe infirmiircs, thj fmi* 
are forgiven thee^ that it plainly ..appears that-, 
thefe were temporal puni(hments for fin : and 
yet no one can affirm that thefe temporal puni(h-^ 
mrents were a ^^r to the eternal ones. So now iq' 
tbechriflian difpenfation, corporal puntfliments - 
and temporal difeouragements may be annexed^ 
to the warn of faiths and to the commiiBon of 
particular fins; and yet no way interfere with* ' 
the eternal chaftifements referved for finners m * 
another ^world. And indeed, as the punifh- 
ment of fin here on earth has by the greateft- - 
divines been believed to be an alleviation of it ^ 
hereafter, I cannot fee but that chriflian cha<^ 
rky and common humanity teach us to fall< 
-heavy upon all infidels^ fchifmatics zni heretics^ 
and. to perfecute them with the utmoft rigour * 
out of mere good nature : at leaft we cannot ' 
biiame thofe of our brethren that a£l upon fa * 
gpod a principle A 

Thirdly, The bifhop dehies, That any fett -^ 
of men can have a power over other mem confix 
ences, or thai they can interpret the laws ofChriJi ' 
authoritatively for any one^ for no church is in- 
fallible. In anfwer to this aflcrtion,- 1 fhall i 
d«kl more fiacerely with the prelate than any / 
oir]M antagonlAs have done^ and wn «toncc, -. 
A^^ tbat 
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that I thiak our chofch js infallibU. 'And 
though at this momeat you may think I faj 
too mach, yet I fliall iir rts proper place prove 
that you have faid the fami things aad thea I 
am fure I need not fear my beiag ia an error. 
To retura to the thing ia queAioo. I readil j 
agree with the bi(faop, that it would be noo* 
fenfe in terms to fay that a church that was 
falltbli could aA infalliUy. Which if z church 
cannot do, (he cannot pretend to impofe ber 
ioterpretatioQ of Chrifl's laws upon others^ 
• becaufe they may be ia the right and (he 
in the wrong. And 'mdeed though no church 
bat the Roman has claimed infallibiHty \xk 
tuords^ yet none in the world Init claims It hs 
faSi, To convince mankind of this troth,. I 
defy any one to (hew me an inftance of a 
iburch^ that hath acknowledged itftlf in ai> 
error. Did not the fynod of Datt proceed 
every whit as vehemently againft the minority 
(which is in other words the htntics) as the 
council of Trent ? Indeed they had not fo 
many engines of this world at their commaod^ 
but they feeroed to have a fpirit to have fet as 
many at work. I have known many worthy 
men who have believed the infallibility of a 
general aumil \ nay all pious chriftians do en- 
tirely, fubmit to the decrees of the four firft 
general councils^ as infalUhU* And why a 
divine of the church of England^ may not al« 

low 
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}0V the convocafian infalUbiHt^j I know tuUk 
For mj own pare, I fee no abfordily id aUo«»- 
ing, that when an aJfemUy (fnguloHy ardainti 
divines meet to ejiabl'jh a doSirinal pointy there 
may be an infallible fpirii prefent^ dinging the 
re/eltaioyis tf the mapriiy. Omitting all tb« 
cloud of witodTes, whkh I coald bring frooEi. 
the fathers^ fro© th« counci/s^ and from the 
fope's declaratiOBSy to evince this matter, I 
ihalloQly mention that wife article in the de^ 
trees of the council of Trent^ of which father 
Paul gives us an account: Thai all feculan 
ought to receive that do^rine of faith which is 
givtn them by the churchy without iifputing or 
thinking farther about it. And among the 
7'hefes propounded by the yefaits to be main- 
taiaed in their public hall at Clermont^ there 
were thcfe two remarkable ones. 

: ThclisXIX. I Thefts XIX. 

Chrijium not Thus we acknowle^e^ 
ita capiat agno- Chrift to be rhe head of the 
fcimusj ut /VAVii church, that at his depar- 
ture into heaven, when he^ 
was no longer to govern hif 
church in perfon^ he com- 
f mittcd the government of it 
to hisapoftlc Peter^ and then 
to his fucceflbrs, in whom he 
lodged the fame powtri even 
/i- of 



regimen^ dum r« 
agli ablitj pri 
mum Petro d>:in 
de fuccejforibus 
ejus commijerit, 
tff eahdem quan, 
ipfe habuit infal- 
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libiUtatimcottcefi' of infallibility, which' were* 
riti quotas ex ca- veftcd in himfclf, als often as. 
tiedraloquuntur. they fpeak from the chair. 



Thefis XX. 
Datur ergo in 
eUlefia contro- 
verftarum fidei 
judex infaUibil s. 
eiiam extra cm 
cil'mm generale.^ 



Thffii XX.. 
There i» therefore in the-, 
church an infallible judge cf» 
faith, cvtn without a general*, 
council. 



And now gi^xe mc leave, worthy doflor, ta^ 
quote a paragraph out of your ^ firft letter 
to the bifliop, wherein you thus acknowledge 
Chrift to be the head of the church. Jt bis^ 
departure into heaven^ whm hewas^ no. longer to> • 
govern his church in per/on, he provided for ihs - 
good government of it by others^ wh:m he crnimif" 
Jioned to hear rule and authority over hisfubjeSsy . 
i(tbehis vicegirentsy^ to a^ in his name andfead^' .. 
and to perpetuate a fuc<efpon of men ^ thro all iht 
fucceedtng ages, in the world, in wbcm the fame 
powers Jhould he lodged \ and th^ he. made ncnt • 
ef them infallible^ &c^ 

Now thb' at fifft fight this may feem to be 
a total renouncing any title to infallibility^ yet ^ 
IJhall in its proper place^ fticw that you mean 



•*P. ip- 



no«^> 
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QOthiog lefs. This therefore may by an incu'^ 
fiQus reader be takea for a traafcript from the. 
^o/3ly/athers.3bovc'metii\oncdy,hut to a criticaL 
eye will appear to be a great improvement oa. 
their narrow fcbeme, which confines ihefuc^ 
ujjim to one.armed*chair. A pjoor local bufi- 
oefs ! If we uoderftand one another, this^ 
Ejr. Snapey ia ypux meaning, That when Chyi/i. 
went to biaven^ , he provided for thi good govern - 
went of hit church by others^ that isj by his. 
twelve apoftles, (at the head of whom, ha 
placed St^ Peter) whom he commijponed to exr 
pound his lawij.to bear rale and authority over 
his fubje^Sf (even over our fellow-fubjefts • 
ibe fallen angels^ whom they often caft forth 
and difpojfefid cf their fajinejfes): to be bis vice ^. 
gfrenti to a^ in his. name and Jiead 9 a po wes. 
which they could never have prefumed to ex-* 
ercife^ had they not for. that. purpdfe been 
made infallible, by the. T/c^ Ghofi. However, 
as they were not made immortal, it was necef- 
fary for the prefervation of the fAwrrA, tha^ 
when thefe, tf^£/?/fj went to^heaven themfelves, , 
they (hould leave others in theic room to per- 
form thcitfundUons in the church,.xh^i fo there 
njight hca perpetual fucceffion^of nun^ thro* alt 
ftfcceeding ages, in whom the fame powers (of 
infallibility y vicegerencyy and the like) were to be,. 

^y-Snqp^s fecond. letter, p. 43.; . 



^ 
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hdgiJ.: Datnr irg» infaUilnUs contnverftdrum 
fidti judix. That is, vrc have irffallibiUty 
fomewhere> and fome how or other loilged m 
onr church. For what figoifies ao unhunup^ 
tedfucctjjwn from rbc opojlks^ if tbciryia^^rx 
are notvefted with the Same ?0'^tt% which 
they had ? Bnt why do I call \\itm fuccejftrs^ 
fioce they can have bo right to be ftllod fuch, 
anlefs .they have the Same PbWERs I -Will 
any one fay that a doge it or can be properly 
faid Kofuccud^ monarch f Though be (horilrf 
pretend to fit on the fame throne, and to put 
on the fame drcfs and pageantry with the king 
that prcceeded \ yet if he does not fncceed to 
the Ugal authority and pew^f^ a man fcall as 
(bon perfuade dae that Mfop*^ btafi ifi the lion's 
flcin was what he pretended to be, as that 
foch a do^e can continue ihtfucceffion of a ma^ 
narchy. So that to deny infallibility to OMt 
church, is at once to deflroy its whole tide to 
an uninterrupted fucc^Jftm from the apojlles ; if is 
taking away the divine right of epifcopacy \ it is 
diminiftiing or rather (I fear) abrogating all 
church authority^ by founding it upon the poor 
fecular bajls of a decent human injlitntion. This 
may ferve to (hew the danger and folly of 
difclaiming infalltbiJty, 

Iconfefs at the end ohhii paragraph^ which 
I already cited out ot your frjl Utter to the 

bilhop^ 
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biftiop, yoji fay that hi (Chrlft) mnde no^e of" 
them (the apoftlcs fucceflbrs) infuUible. Thit 
the world has under flood to be ra}ing, that 
they had and that they had not the fame pcwert 
with the opo/lle^ in the fame breath. Such 
exprefiiODS in the hijhop muft indeed haii« 
pafs'd for grofs no^fenfe, becaufe that he, be- 
ing unacquainted with our ehurch-hguk^ could ' 
not have brought himfelf ofF. But I will un- 
dertake that, thro' the help of fome . met 
diflin&ions, you ihall appear very confifieat) 
with all us true fons of the church, and which 
is harder yet with youjr oivu felf For it is 
plain, that you do not any where a/Tert that 
iht fuccejfcrt of the apofilts are not infallihle^ 
but that he (Chrift) madtnone of them fo. Now * 
every oneTcnows that infallibility was the gift 
of the Holy Ghoft^ a confiderable time after 
Chrifl was afcended into heaven. And fincc^ 
we are, none of us, Jrians^ (as many of the 
bi(hop*s friends are) but do allow a diHin^tioa 
of perfons in the Trinity, it \s evident that you 
affirm a truth, when you fay, Chrifl made none 
of them infallible. Thus may you fee how, by a - 
fubtle diftiaflion kept in Petto till a lime of 
need^ we can avoid the charge of nonfenfe and 
contradiftion. A libcFty never communicat- 
ed to the laity ; as being a right only annexed 
to the indelible charaSer. And indeed, wc 
fcldom fail of making v^koS owe privilege ; for 

whea 
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wliea we write for 'protfjiantlfm we never 
forget to tack a pcptjh falvo^ and when we 
write for popery^ we put in a protejlant falvo. 
In which art of writing, our good friend the 
dean has difcovered a mod admirable talent* 
From what has been faid, it manifeftly ap- 
pears, that you never really declared againft 
infallibility^ as the generality of readers thought 
you did. But, worthy doftor, your feeming 
falvo^ I confefs, was very prudently fubjoined 
to your claim of apoftdical powers^ that thereby 
(as you * term it) our claim might appear the 
more INNOCENT. For thofe fuperficial 
readers, the laity, fliould we be fo imprudent 
as to c\dXm fullnefs of power stad infallibility at 
the fame time, (tho' the one docs neceflariljf 
include the other) might be fo alarmed and 
provoked, as to deny us both. No, Sir, let 
us but get our power once confirmed, and we 
(hall not afk any body leave to be infallible. 
For we fee that the power of our fecret friend 
the pope^ does not fo much confift in his infal-- 
libility^ as his infalliblLty is built on his power ^ 
Thus, Sir, tho' our church politics utterly for- 
bid us to fpeak out, unlefs we are drove to a 
pinch ; yet you yourfelf, as well as all othec 
true churchmen, do know, that the apojleskh 
behind them 2l fuccejion of men veiled with tha 

* Second Utter, p. S^ 

jam$-^ 
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Jame powers with themfelves, one of which we 
are fure was infallibility j and tho* we do not 
think it expedient to mention the word (which 
like Balaam's angel might open the mouth T>f 
our beaft the laity) yet tacitly we claim no 
lefs. And therefore I cannot think the bifiiop 
bafi a£ted a fair part in bringing an argument 
againft us which is only founded upon an opi- 
nion that we dare not fpeak our mind freely, 
and fupport our juft claim to autboriiative power 
. in interpretingfcripturesy by owning our infalli- 
bility^ which that learned prelate knew was the 
only thing that could entitle us to iU 

The laft argument which the bifliop has 
urged againft our churches intereft, which I 
/hall take notice^of i is, that the notion of an un* 
interrupted fucceffton of bijhops is not to befup^ 
ported from any words offcripturey and is not to 
hi made out in hiftory \ and that *twouldbe wicked 
to make fuch a nicefya thing on which our faU 
vation Jhould depend. I anfwer to this, I was 
once determined to have produced • thofe 
many texti out of fcripture, which you affirm 
that you could bring to evince the contrary; 
Now as I knew that you could not mean the 
common edition of the fcriptures, I looked into- 
an old bible inmyftudy j which unluckily hap- 

♦ Rrft letter, p^ 2c. 

pe&ecE. 
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pened (o be that heretical on tiaeilated bf 
TinJol; Ml >ybtcti I could not even find the 
word churchy aabch lefs any ac^Ottiit of ijia* 
gerents and unim4rrup4ie^ fuccejjiom in U. Thii 
plainly conmced me that he did not imder* . 
ftand Greek \ for had he (killed it as well as. 
Dr. Shnkck and fone of us do, hft woflldi 
Derer hate rendered the wdrd kwXtrttiTdt coH'^ 
gnprttdfiy bot convocatm or thnrth^ not iiid^t^cf- 
minifitrs^ hnxhrdi Cfrtulers^nfAt n<toX(^ AiAoV 
n Ifi^g Xf^fS, Paul the firvant of Jffiis 
Ckrift^ bot P^td Chri/I*s vicegerent : For aas 
the dean very rlghily obferves AvA^ dns not 
always Jignlfy a fervant or Jlave^ but may for 
the good of the church be tranllated, as his. 
holinefs^s motto Servus Servorum^ which fig- 
uifies th$ lord of lords. However thefe grols 
errors of Tindal are amply made up by the 
pious and ingeniotis editor^ of the Rhemifiy 
teftamcnt (which t am confident is the faaie» 
which you f brag of) where we can find to our 
great codblatioa, tiot only the words churchy 
rulers^ mcegentdtt and unintirrupud [ueteffiens | 
but alfo a oumber of othi» wholfome texts, 
with very learned notes, as pat to our fcheme 
<rf chttrch'gyoernmenf^ a^ if you atld 1 had 
written them ourfelves. Now, reverend Sir» 
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fi0(e thu biUe &cms iii ik pccnlaAr mmmet 
to belong to you ; being myklSht your ia« 
fertor» I fliali not poefame to look for harH 
m.yoffri^0^t)k taot kave yoa ta Hart thoft 
ttfm]^ uxii Axdildi yo« fay yoo can find; 
«|d L 4iH?abi oot but yoH vriHI play /fjrl 
ftgainft text^ 2i^ much 4o your credit aa 
formerly you did bi/kp againft iijbap. Thus 
relying vhoUy upon your performance 
in text-ending^ I (hall proceed to an hifto^ 
rical argument of no finall importance to 
our caufe. 

I ihall (hew the bifboj) (notiieithftandlag 
his many infinuations to the contrary) that 
"We have at this ve!7 hour, a moft authentic 
lift of fuccejpnrs f^rpettMid in en minterrup* 
ted fucceffion down from one of the ap^JiUs to 
thefe our days* I will be fo ingenuous as to 
confefs that if any man can overthrow the 
credit of the LIS T, which I here prefcnt 
my reader with) that then our fucceffion falls 
at <mce to the ground, this being the only 
one now extant in the church. I defign in 
my catalogue frequently to fubjoin feme re- 
markable inflance of infallibility in the vice^ 
gerent ; and ihall alfo fairly mention every 
fcbifm^ where two or more claimed the fuc* 

eeffion 
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cej/ion at the fame time, and fnztk out the 
man whom I prefer. Farther, reverend doc- 
tor, I can aflure you that there is oo one 
faA related here, for which I cannot dte 
as my authors, either Platina^ Barmius, Onu^' 
phyiusj Concil. Conflant^ SaUp jfgrippa^ Wef- 
fiks^ or father Paul 
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Chrift's Vicegerents, 

WIT H 

An account of many of their a6ts of 
infallibility for the good government 
of the church. 

A. D. 44. SchifmfrJI. St. Peter and St. Paul 

TH E lift of our vicegerents docs un- ^ 
fortunately begin with zfchlfm^ for 
Paul as anti-pope did withftand St. 
Peter to bis face. And although without 
queftlon St, Peter be our man, yet was he 
not a pope after our own hearts, for he did 
not hear rule^ and befides was a married mant 
57. 2» Linus. 
Hiftorians have very much queftion'd whe- 
ther there ever was a bifliop of this name, 
which would make o\xr fuccejfum doubtful, but 
that we are furc" this difficulty was ftarted by 

hercticks* 

5 - A^ D. 
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A. D» 67. 3. Clems. 
Alfo called ArmcU ns i he did not live long 
CDough 10 his t>1^ce« to leave many marks of 
his infallibility behind him. 

6^. 4. dmint 
Being banlAied to an ifland^ where two 
thonfand chriftians were hewing marble, fur- 
Bilh'd them with a fpring of frefh wAter by 4 
mkacie. 

84. 5« Anadetus 
Ordered priefh not to let their beards oOr 
Iwir to grow. 

96. 6. Evarijius 
Ordained that )>riefts Ihould be honotired 
mod (haven ; and that no accufation of .the 
}aity fliould be receiv*d againft a biIhop« 
109. 7^ Alexander 
Ordered that the people ihould be married 
by none but pricfts. 

li^. 8. ^ixtus I. 
Invented holy water, and order'd it to be 
blefl: with fait, and fprinkled, in order tochace 
away and coerce the rebellious fubje£isoi Chrift, 
the devils. He firft brought up the ufe of 
limen furplices. 

127. 9» leUfphorus 
f nafted that no layman Ihould prefi^me to 
touch the garment of a clergyman. 

6 A. D. 
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J.D. 138. 10. Higinm^ 
•Brought iQ falliqg in Lent. 

142. II. PiusU 

Tound out cbrlfm, 

1^3* 12. Anicetus 
Condemned St. Po'ycarp for ^his weariflg 
longhair. . ^ 

-lb J. 1.3, ConcordtHS Soterus 
Decreed afl marrUges to be null without tbt 
benediftion of a pricft. 

174. I4« £Uidhgrui 
"^Vas a great lover of fw^tbreadit 
i'86. 15. Fi^orl. ^ 
Excommunicated the ffyiem churches for 
not keeping Lent^ at the fame time when he 

did. , 

198. i6. Zepherims 

•Order *d thart the wine at the communion 
ftiould not be confecrated (as before it had 
been) in waod or glaf^j but in gold or Jilver : 
Alfo that no hi/hop accufed by his patriarch or 
metropolitan (hould be condemned, but by th« 
apoJloHiffi. 

218. 17. Calijtks 

Died of a fiftula, 

226. 18. Urban 1% 

Invented the form of coofecrating church- 
wards ; and ordained that lands and farms 
might be given to Ged^ but ought to be divid- 
ed among the clergy. 

VOL. III. B J^D. 
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A. D. 131. 19. Calphumius 
OrderM pfalms and mattias to be fuog in 
churches, to drive away the evil fpirits that 
troubled poor people io their grana. 

236. 20. AntiTUi 
Wrote a legend. 

237. 21. Faiianus 

Ordered that chrifm ofed in the LoriU fup- 
per (honld be renewed ooce a year, aod the 
old burned. 
251. 22. Schl/m/icmJ^ CormUui^ Nav^ttanu^ 

Csmelius Was ^rtainly a true Jkccfffir : for 
with exgpdfms and holy water, he drove all 
the rats oat of a church near Ravenna. 
253. 23. Lucius 
Ordained that heretics fliould not be re- 
baptized. 

2;5« 24. Sufhanus 
Ordained that heretics (hould be rebap- 
4ized. 

257. 25. Sixtus IL 
Invented copes, and other veflmeata* 

260. 26. DhnjJikS 
Allotted to every miifier his own <iiarch, 
^parifli and falary. 

271. 27. FiUx 
Ordered malles to be fang in churches for 
the dead martyrs. 

J.D. 
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J. D9 %7S* 28* Eutjcbianus 
Ordered all fniit$« and efpecially beaot $nd 
grapes, to be coafecrated upon the altar j h% 
iikewife would have martyrs baried in purple. 
283. 29. Caius 
Like an honeft pope, ordered that no Ifiy* 
man Ihould commence a fuit againft a clergy* 
nan. 

296. 30. Marcillinus 
Sacrificed to HercuJis^ J^pitir wd Saturn^ vol 
the temple oiF^Jia. 

304. 31. Marcillm 
Divided Ronu into twenty pariOieii was 
4;room of the ilabks to Maxmiius^ ia which 
office he dy'd. 

309. 3*2. Eujibitts 
Ordered that Bobiflio|i (botild be futd. 

Ordainisd that no fafls ihonld be kept on 
^burfday or Sunday. 

314. 34. Sihiflir^ H 
Under his adminifiration, and by his appro* 
bation, Anthony the htrtnit fet up the monaftic 
courfe of life. He was the firft pope that wore 
a crown of gold. 

335» 35- Marcus 
Ordered that the Nicene ^reed fiionld be fang 
ia churches* 

B 2 ^. />. 
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^' ^* 337* 36' yt*likt I. 
Ccnfured the Eaftern bifliops for calling s 
council at Antloch^ wiihout his leave ; ordered 
that DO clergyman (hould plead before a lay 
judge, or be fentenced by him. He was the 
iirft that confirmed the Athanafian creed. 
355. 37, Schffm th*rdn Liberius^ Fdixl. 
Liberius was by the church efteemed as the 
true pope ? tho' he condemned the Athanafian 
creedi which his infallible predeceflbr had 
confirmed. 

361. 38. FellxH. 
- Inflitutcd plamb-potridge at ChriJImas. 
lie ran with the JrtMSy but held with the 
Aihanafians. 
366, 39. Schifm fourth. D4imofui^ Vrfin^ 
Damafus was an adulterer, but Ur^n was an 
heretic* So that the former mud by Dr. 
Snape and me be allowed the ht^fuccejir : for 
berefy in an infallible chair is infinitely worfe 
tbaB adultery. 

385. 40, Siricitts 
Ordered t^t wkofoever- fhould marry a 
widow, or a fecoad wifej (hould lofe his be* 
nefice. ;. . . 

398. 41. Anqflafius 
QxmXtdi a pardon from fm for five hundred 
days to any, that fliould fay a prayer of fals 
compofiog, and beginning Jefu Cbrj/li^ fef c. 
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jf. D, 401* 42. Innocent \m 
Ordered a fail in the church every Sa^ 

iurday. 

416. 43, Zozinus "J 

Ordaioed the blefliog of wax- tapers upon 
Eafter-tvt ; and confirmed the decrees of the 
c^ncil of Carthage, or in other words the Pc- 
tagian herejy. 

419. Schlfm fifth. 44. Boniface^ Eulilius. 
Bonfface was the true vicegerent, for he or- 
dered that no Roman (hould touch the confe- 
aaied pall or incenfe ; and alfo that no fcr- 
vant or debtor Ihould be admitted amon^ft the 
clergy. . . , 

423., 45. Celefinel. 
Was an excellent fidler. 

432. 46. Sixiui II'L 
Got a nun wUhchild. 

• 446^ 47. Leol. 
Invented proceilions on' faints days> andor« 
camenrs for their tombs. 

461. 48. Httarius 
Built almoft fifty new churches, and invent- 
ed the litany. 

467. 49. SimpUcius' 

Found, .by his followers means, the bones 

of Elijha^ the body of St. Barnabas, and the 

£ofpel of St. Matthew, written in his own. 

B 3 ' hand^ 
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kaAiJ. He alfo decreed that no dergymaa 
ihoufd hold a benefice of a layman. 

A. D. 483. CO. FiUx Iir. 
Ordained that churches (hould only be con-^ 
Iccratcd by btfhops. 

492. 51. Gelafiusl. 
Excommunicated the emperor Anajlafius^ 
and anafhematized the king of the Vandalu 
He regulated the canon of fcripture to bis 
own fancy, declaring it herefy for laymen to 
judge of k. 

496. 52. Jnafiafiui II. 
Excommuniiiated the emperor Anajiofiui 
for being an Eutychian^ when he himfelf (for 
being one) was afterwards forfaken by to 
whole clergy. He died I^Totding his bowels 
in a privy-houfe. 

498. 53* hhifmpnh. ^mmndmsy Lawrence, 
P/iir 11$ 
SymmacbuSy hf the «l&ftance of a hundred 
and twenty bifiiops with their clergy, in arms^ 
got the day from his other two rivals* 
514. 54. Hermj/da 
Left behind him many natural children. 

Was a hearty friend to the Arians^ 

$%6. 56. PelU IV. 
tnventcd extreme nnAion, and for the be- 
nefit of the clergy, divided the chancel froni 

the churchf 

A.D. 
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jL D. 530* 57. Schifm fevitub. Bmfaci IL 
Dhfccrm* 
Boniface was the right pope, for he re- 
Canted his Arian notioDS in order to qualify 
himfeif for the chain But bis aot^^ooiil was 
a Simontack. 

532, 58. John ir. 
Was a great projeiSlor. 

534* 59* ^gapetus 
. Wa9 a great friend to Theodatus^ who mor- « 
dered that miracle of the age/ jtmalafuintha^ 
queen of the Goths. 

535. 60. Schifm eighth. Silvfrius^ Vigilius. 
Silverius was natural fon to Hmrmifda^ hoc 
% heretic $ we (hall therefore efteem Vigilim as 
•ur true fucceflbr to St. Fetor ^ fince he was 
€iriy guilty of peijury \ to fmall fauU now a 
iayt in churchman. 

Sif5' 61. Pefaghis T. 
Pdfoned VigHiuo^ and tiecreed that the fe- 
Cttlar 'arm ought to be called in to fi»p{kre(s 
Aoreiics zikd fchi/matics. 

561. 62. John III. 
Eftablifhed the cuftom of worfliipping the 
bones of faints. 

575* ^3- Bontdi^l. 
Died of grief. 

572. 64. Polagltis H. 
Pifputed with the bifliop pf Conflaniinopk 
againft the refurre£tion of the body* 

B 4 J.D. 
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jf. D. 590. 65, Gregory I. 
loveoted purgatory, the iovocation of faintd^ 
luftratioos on the pniUication of the virgio, 
ilatioos and pilgrimages i capfed all prteAs to 
put away their wives, bat fooo condemned 
this iofallible decroC) .when upon draining one 
£(h-pond^ be found ibe heads of fix tboufaud 
infants there,. 

604. 66, Subbilanus 
Oppofed all that his infallible predecefTor 
had done; and was torn ia pieces by the 
people of, Rome^ for keeping up a vaft boar.d 
of corn in a tiiqc of faoiinc. 

. 606. 6f. Boniface III, # ^ 

. . Obtained the title of Univtrfal BJhfip Uoxft 
the ufu/per Phc^as^ upon his appioving ep^ 
confirming his title, Hq. began ta. ufc ihfi 
modeft phrafe of Vehmui et JuLirms. 
606, 68. Bi^mface IV.. 
Joined >with Pi'^f/7f as hi$ predeceflbr ha^ 
done, and thereby obtained great, pri^vilegies 
for the church. With, thtfe two Bonifaces 
.^properly began the papat pimacy,. 

6 1 2* 69. DcoflatM 
Made 2k law xhsk no woroan ihould marry 
a man, whofe father had been h^r' gddfeihcr, 
as being too near of kin, - 

6 1 6. 70. Bonfitce V. 
Made the charch an afylum for the gr«a.t«^ 
Tilhnies, by privileging. ail thitves, murderere^ 



l^€. ihat QkhiM take fanftQaiy Id aoy churck 
•orchapel. 

-//. D. 622. 71* Honmus L 

Was a MpnothiUti Heretic^ and {lands xqi»> 
<demDed.a$ fach by ^ptJgatbe^ by thelixth^. 
(bveoth and eighth general conndls, and at; 
fuch was excommunicated by Li^ U- 
637. 72. Siverinus. 

Was a pious charitable man, but a bail 
jpope ; for he not only did nothing to enlarge: 
the power of the church, but even facrile«»- 
,gioufly permitted its treafurea to be dimir 
ni(bed. 

TVorthy doflor, you will doubtlefs be? 
plcafcd with this pope, who wdfe famous for 
bis love of black-puddings, notwithdandin^^ 
the decrees of the council of JerufaUm^. heldl 
by pope JamiSf at which our^firft vicegertnti 
pope Ptier alfo affifted. 

64 1, 74. 'Tbiodorus 

Took the bones of St. Primus^ tind St.. 
TeUusaniis out- of thrir graves, fet them lai 
Gi^tfy and left them in Sti Stephen^ ebap^ooi 
be^ worfiiipped byall-^ood'caiholicft 
647. 75. Martinus L. 

0/ympius being- fcn^ t© th«.diurc1i to ftite 
■bim^ -was Aruck blind joftin^the mflaot when 
lie was going- to. execute hisorderfc. An^ 
from, this ]K)pe's timey^ the chair, hagadalinfji 



%he po^er 6f (tiiktog people Miad, as often as 
if is for the intereft of the charcb, that they 
iiottid aot iot. This maa ordered priefts to 
kave tlmr polls flufieo* 

>/. D. '654. 7^6. Eugimius 
Was lb charitable n&d fo hutnUe a man» 
and" did fo little to angment tite {vover of the 
churchy that ^nrere it not to keep our fucceJfUn 
perpetuated^ 70a and I, do£lor» wotrld fcarce 
t)wn Hm for a vicegerent. Thb fad man or- 
dered that biAops (hotiid hate prlfons to con- 
line dfforderly priefls rh, whereas we know 
prifoos ought only to be made for the lattj. 

657. '/J. Fitalianus 
Was the firft that inirodnced organs ,into 
the churchy as a niechanical help to internal 
'devotion, left men (hoald pray without Uh 
tenfenefs of heat. 

672. 7S. Dtedatnsll. 
Built chorches, and introdiKed the cnftom 
of failing upon filh in Lent. 

676. 79. Dm .. . 

Paved St. Peter^s porch witlvcnarbler and 
wiftied he could hare doj(^e it with tbe Iculla 
of heretics. 

679. *o, Jg4$tba 
Ordained that all popes decrees ihould bit 
received as if they were uttered t^ St. Petet^% 
ownfloouth, • ^ 

4 A.D. 
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jt.D. ^2. 8i. £/^ II. 
tkitt^m chorch ^Cn^t lo mufic. 

-684. 82. BentdkfU. 
Obraioed of th&emperor, that popes ftoold 
-be cfaofen by the clergy, "sirithout needitig b» 
coofinnattoQ. He firft affamed the title dF 
Chrt/i*i vicigtrtHi* ' 

685. 83. John V. 
Lay*d a-bed :dl ins popedom, and was &• 
ononis for writing a book concemiog the dig* 
oity of liie Ptfi?. 

^6. 84. Cofm 
Potfod'd bimfdf, being, tu fome affirm, dt- 

flraAed. 

687. <5, Virgins h 

His tme name was B$cc9 di Porcc^ or Sow «r- 
Smut ; but not ltkiog<biS name, be introdnced 
the^fafiiioa of tbe popes changing their names^ 
which has continued ever iince* i}e was a 
notorious adnUerer. 

701. 86. J9bn VI. 

* Repaired three chnrches. 

705. 87. Jthm VII. 

" Refnfed to call a fynod to fettiefome points 

of faith then in difpate. He was a baRard to 

John VI. and like Nibuchadrnxzar^, eatrf 

where ereAed images, and inade the people 

fall down'aad-worfliip them. 

707, 88. Siftnfiki 

Died of the gout. 

B6 AD. 
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A.D. 707. 89... C$nftfimini 
Prevailed with Tbeodoni tbe c«iperor'si td*- 

niral in Itaijy to ibixe opoa the arcbbi(hop of 
Jlavinna, for deoylog tbe power of the cbaur, 
«Qd to burn oat bis eyes. This was the firA 
jpge that of&red bis feet to be iLUTed* 
716. 90, Gregory IL . 
Raffed a reb^ioo agaioft tbe^ emperor Lea^ 
J^urujy becaufe he cau(ed images io churches 
tp.be pulled 4qwa« 

^ Made a goldea image of the Firgin Mary^ 
.yliicb he ordered tp be woribij^ped 00 nain 
of excommuQicatioQ. 

74J. 92. Zachary 
. Excommunicated Firgiliust as. a. deteftable 
jfc/jf;/V, for afTertiug thjit there were arMpodn. 

752- 93. Stiphen U, 
*• WaS'pope three days. 

752. 94. Suphen llh 
Was the fitft pope that was^ carried on mca^. 
ftoulders. He added the cxarchat of iJ^/w- 
«/7, to the patrimony of St» Piter^ as knowing 
ikztrCbri/l^s Ungd^m,tmy fomerimies be otithrs 
worlds 

757» 95* SMfmmntb* Faul.lh theopfn/ks, 

C^nftantine^ Philip.. 

Faul was the true viccgercnti Hfe. wrote.a 

hooK ia dc^^iace ctf >^h»t is commonly called. 

Idolatry, calling images the Uyjnan\. K^ 
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A. D. 768. 5^6. Siiphen IV. 
* Adfcmbled a coancil at Rpmi to aflcrtthe 
lionoar of images, agarafl' the Ronochfii (imager 
breakers) of the £^. 

' 77a. 97. Hadrian I. 
£(labU(hed image-worihip, at the lecood' 
council of Nice. Covered the poor fiflierman 
Feter with filter and 'gold, • and added $p9lit9 
and Beneventum to his patrimony. 
796. 98. Lfo IIL 
Was fet upon by confpirators, Vi\io not 
only whipped his breech, biit alfo plucked out 
\As eyes and' his Vongne^ which (as the'Le* 
gendary fiiys] were fo well f^eltored. to him 
' next day by the apoftlos^ that he pronbuDced 
fenteoce on thofe that did it» and fiiw. tliejii 
exeeutedi ' 

8^6, 99. SupbinV^. 
Lived bat feven Q^pnths infallible. 
8i7. IQO. Pafcbal L, 
Joined in an aflaiSnation plot, in. which 
many, of the emperor Lnuis\ great men were 
murdered in. thei Lateran, He firft foiinded 
'the college of cardinals^ who were at firA bux 
partQi pricfts in Rmi^ but foon became mates 
for kings, 

494. 101. ScUfmiimb. EugmmW. ZinwnusM 

Eugemus WM.tbe right pope^ for he ex- 

commmicated aU that did* &ot( qwh him at 

fedt.. .; 
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JiD^taj. 102. V^iltmim 
•Wtftchoaked vkha^Oi-boDe, fortf days 
^ «ff«r his ele^ioa. He was toagoodaioaD to 
be a good pope. 

8a8. 103. Gregory IV. 
loftiuited xhe feaft o£ JU-Saints. 
/844« 1 04. Sifgius II. 
r Removcid^agf cat maoy faintabooes to better 
graves. 

847. -105. Lio VI. 
Introduced PiUr-ptncf. 

855. 1^6. JohnWUh 

By Somt fahaticsy called Pif# J^m. She 

i#as ^Englift MFonan, Gi^nrta by name; 

aod flftenbavfog difgnUiBd herfelf in maa's ap- 

fNirel, ^416 travelled to Jtbens with her lover ^ 

\vbere (he became fo great a proficient hi 

Icarniogt that all the clergy looked upon her 

as the ableft divide In the whde church. 

She was at length chofen pcpe^ and after /he 

had conferred orders^ made 'othu^ ordained 

hlfi^ps^friefts^ and deatwts^ tonleerated ciunbgs, 

baptized infants^ and played the pope for one 

year, fonr months, and fonr days, this titerstt 

whereof Babylon J bet^reen the Cohffian\tbeatre^ 

aiul St. CL minis y fell in labour, wa8> delivered 

of a balUrd-cfatld, afld died On the fpot. 

¥ix this reafoQ, fucceedii^^/i'^^j were placed 

ia a porfdiyry-cfaair with a biok in the bottoiD, 

«nd immediately after the elc^ion^ their 

gtnitali 
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gmtaU irere to be limrched by the youngeft 
'4hk9Iu Nov, thoo^ almoft fifty diflercot 
«aibort 6oa&rm this ftory, yet iv€ troe churcb- 
mea amft iofift upon it, that fie was a true 
vicigerenU oo tfmnan^ htntk ngvlar prig^^ aod 
righifttl/»f^r of St. PitiT. For if /he were 
act fo, we may chaace not to have one hijk^ 
ror caooakal prieft ia all England. For who 
kaows bat the prefeat fett may be fach as 
^ere ordained by others, who were ordaiaed 
by men, whofe ordiaa^a originally came 
from oor ,Jhi viagtrenii Whafe right and 
»iglailiicatk)a therefore if ^eihould befo in- 
prudent as to deny, we might at oace deftrcqf 
the whole dwitu right ef tftfispccy^ and re- 
duce the poor cburth §f England to fadi a 
ipafs, as to ftaod merely upoa ihe/etnlar bafi$ 
of an aA of parliamear. 

857. 107. Bimdiallh Anoftajtnsllh 

BineSSf is the man whom I prefer, who 
was himfelf buried by his own direAion before 
St. Petir\ threfhold, an honour St. Pttir had 
never recdved from any pope before. 

858. 108. Nlchalas I. 

Introduced the faihiaa of prayiag in an no- 
known tongue, and for the honour pf GU 
made everyr one addrefs themfeives to him in 
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A. D. 867, 109. Httdrian-M. 
: Was put into the chair hj a //f^iM at 
J2l9m/, aad then arcecnqumicated the prnpyror 
ior Dot owQtog him imoiediateljF. 

872. 110. JcbtilX. • 
Took it into his head to difpofe of crowns* 
'ttad aaointed Lewis emperor, for^bicb be 
'waa forced to fly ; and afterwards to retain 
the chain, fubmitted to Cb$rlts the Hid, aod 
4iQoiated him emperor. 

&8a» III. MartinH. 
He was mtXj given to forcerys fo long as 
he abfttfoed from herefy, we may racesw him 
ior a 'vuigiTint* 

884. Ji*^. HaArianliW. 
By a decree deprifed the emperors of that 
right) which they had always claimed and 
•enjoyed , of eleAiog the popes. . 

88s. ilj- ^Ufhenyi. 
Was eneoned the beft cheft-pUyer of. bis^ 
time. Shewed himfelf a great friend to 
witches, adulterers, and likewife to the 
church. 

S90. 114. ScbifmtwAftb. Ftrm^fuSi StrgiuiWl, 
Fornnfys obtained the chiar by bribery^ 

-and by force obliged his rival to fly out of^ 

Jialy. 

895. 115? Bonifnayi. 
Cardiaai Baramiui affirms tbat this flitn ^was 

<N>tBginonioaBy chofeat Alaa! doAor^ either. 

WCL 
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we imift differ from a cardinal (which w^.do 
aotcareiodo) or we rauft give ' up our, ya- 
interrupted fucccflion. ' . ^ 

A D. 895, 116. Stephen Wll. 
I?Hg up the body of his predeceflbr, /<?r- 
mofus^ to try him for herefy ; and having icon- 
vi(Scd his infaliibil!t)\ cut ofTthe three fingers 
6F hh right hand, wherewith he ufed to give 
blefling, and to confecratc. '* * 

897. I J 7. Romanus 
Condemned hi3 infallible predeceflTor for his 
hsrbm\y 10 Form:i/u5, • *' 

. . - . 897. h8, tkioih^ui , . .^ 
Reftored all the decrees of Formofusy whigh 
Stephen had abrogated,^ Whiph of ihcWln/aK 
lliiltles was ia an error, we will not here 
determine. . 

897. 119. yahn X. , 

CaUed a council to condemn all Stepbif^% 
decrees. / . ; ' * . ^ . .. 

899. , 120. iSenediHlV. ' 
Was pope but five motiths. 
The church was without any vicegerent four 
years J which was a fad tVtng. 

903. nx. . Schifm thirtemt^u Leo Y. 
Chriff.pher.\ 
Chr'fl-ipher unpoped Leo^ after he had go* 
?ci ncd the church for forty days ; upon whicti 
the poor man broke his heart and die J. 
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J, D. 904.' 122. SiTgiitS IV. 
Vopoped Cbriftopbiri kept Marcziof « 
fioble womaot at bis whore ; and laftly infii- 
tuted the bearing of candles at the feaft of 
the purificatbn, which from thence has been 
called Cmtdkams^day. 

911. 123. JnqftafiusVf. 
Was a quiet man, and did nothing ekhef 
good or bad during his whole pontificate. 
912. 124. Lanj0 
Was an admirer of falt-fiOi and eggs, and 
very famous for fa/Kng. 

913. 125. JpinXL 
The baftard of SfrgiiUt and mnch terfcd !a 
dke art of war, 

928. 126. Li$Vh 
Being thrown into prifon, at the end of Rx 
naonths, his chriftian patience being quite 
Yorn out, he died of grief, fome fay of poifoa, 

928. X27. StepbiH VIIL 
By feme b caKed the Vllth. Was a peace* 
able man, and did nothing for the good of 
the church. 

930. 128. y$bn XII. 
Another of Sergiui*s baftards, and a no- 
torious friend to reliques. He poifoned Le^ 
and Stephen, his predeceflbrs; and beibg 
caught in adultery, was flain by an impudent 
layman, that faid he was the hufband to bis 
bolineIs*s mlftrefs. 
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A. 2>. 935. 129. Li^ vn. 

Was a great paUoo df monks and friars* 

9 39. 1 30. Stifhm IX. 
Was all Ws time bofied in cif U war^ 
943, 132. Merhm, 
AH that's remarkable of him, is that fom« 
writers call htm Martin III. 

946. 132. Jgapiiuslt. 
Was the firft that inftiiutcd muftc «t 
refpers. 

956. 133- 7«*»xni. 

Was accufcd in a fynod before the emperor 
Othe^ for having put out the eyes of fomc of 
his cardinals, plucking out the tongues of 
40!hers, cutting off the hands, feet, fingen» 
aofes, and genitals of others: for ordaining 
deacons (to perpetuate o^r fucceffion) In a- 
Bable, for making boys bifliops for moneyt 
for ravifliiog both virgins and pilgrims, and 
laftly for calling upon the devil for affiftanct 
at dice, and drinking to bis health. For 
thefe fpiritual afts of viaiiirin^y^ the emperor 
fet him afidc, and placed Leo in bis ftead. 
Bat no fooner viras the emperor gone from 
Romi^ than Jobn returned, droyc Lio out, 
and repoffeffcd the chair. In which he con- 
tinued to aa as vicumnU till being caught io 
bed with another man's wife, he was like hb 
predeceflbr John XII. flain by the bufband 
In' the very a6l of adultery. 

A.D. 
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A^ 2). 965. 134. Seblfm fMrleenib* Lio VIIL 
Bem^ V. 
Lh like a true fope calVd for afliftance 
from Oie focular orm^ which feFzed upoB his 
rival, and made him cod bis days ia a prifon. 
, 965. 135. ytfAnXlV. 
Invented the bleffin^ and baptizing of txlls^ 
which, before bis- time, were unhallowed 
:tbiog8. 

97^- 1 36* ^^^^ ^^' 
Was a lazy pope, and a great cater, whicH 
16 all that we hear of his holineis. 

972.. 1331. Bti^tdiSi VL . 
Was iaiprifi}Ded^ and afterwards flrangled 
,ia bis prifoo, whic|» FlatUia affirms was mueh 
.ioo gentle a death for him. 

972. . 138. Bonifaci VII. 
Came to the popedom by two murdecSr 
!that of Benedi&^ and that of Jcbn^ a deacon 
that'oppofed him, whofe eyes he fir ft plucked 
out, and ttien Jellied him. This vicegerent 
•alas! ftol^ all the church- treafare. ' 
975. 139. BengJi^Ylh 
Lived a whole Lent upon almonds, raldus 
and mdk. 

983. 140. John XV. 
Died in a gaol for want of necefTarics, hav- 
ing been thrown into that place by the people 
^f Rome^ whom he had moft violently op- 
f reffed. 

A.D. 
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yf. D. 985.* 141. JohnXVU 
"Sold the church-plate and jewels to enricli 
bis kindred, whofe example hath beea for 
the moft part followed ever fince. 
995. 142. 7c/m XVII. 
Baronlm xjueftioQS much, if there ever was 
iach a popej but yQU and I, (ioftor, will 
not permit a popifh cardinal to rob as oF a 
/ucceffir j for if he does not know the church's 
Intereft, we do. 
996. 143. Schifm fifteenth. Gregory V* 

^ohn XVIIX. 
, Gregory was the right man, who invented 
the ringing the little bell before mafs?. 1 
cannot dcay that John had fome claim to the 
chair» fox Platina fays he was a thief aqd a 
robtjET. 

998. 144. Silve/ferU^ 
Was a great necromancer : he fet up a 
brazen head^ which he confutied, as many 
catholics have done fince. One day, as he 
was officiating at bigh mafs, at St. Crofs of 
JfTufahm at Romey fhofe rebellious fubjefts of 
ChriQ the devils took his vicegerent away, 
and he was aever hfeard of more. 

1003. 145. John XIX. 
Is looked upon by the hiftorians as no Ppfe 
at all, but is always counted one by true 
drarchmeo, wlio are determined never to 
give up the divine right of bifhops. He is 
faid to have been an excellent magician. 
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J. D. 1003. 146. John XX. 

Till his time the people of Romf alwa^i 
cbofe their own pope: but tbj« man took thai 
privilege out of tfaeir hacds, and veffed it ifl 
the clergy, in whom it has ever fioce con- 
ttnuejd to he jure dlvih$, 

1009, J 47* Sergiui V. 

Comn>only called IV. He was a Pytbag$' 
fian^ and forbid all his clergy eating beans : 
He was the firft vicegerent of the prince of 
peace^ that confecrated iwords. 

1 01 2. 148. BMiia sm. 

Wrote an encocnium 00 the monaflic life, 
was married, and died, he and bk family ot 
the plague. 

1024. 149. Jtihn XXr, 

Platha and others affirm he never was in 
holy orders; but fince he ordained bijhops^ 
priejis aod deacons^ we might as well give into 
the ftory of Pefe joanj as allow this man to 
have been a laj^vicegerenK 
1033. 15^. Sihifm fixUcntb. BeneJi^ IX. 

Silvefier IIL 151, Gregory Vh 
Benedi^ was a forcer er^ SUvefler a fodonute^ 
Und Gregory an u/urer. Three perfoQS fo well 
gifted, that I am at a (land to determine who 
had the beR claim. To avoid miftakes, let 
us join the three together, and we may affirm 
that amoQgft them^ they made up one well 
quQliffd pope. 

A.D. 
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jf. J5. 1047. 152. Climent IL 
Did nothing remarkable befides making all 
the people in Rom£ perjure th^mfclresi t 
thing commonly pradifed by diviae$. 

104.8. >53* Damafus JU 
Poifoned bis predeceflbr, asd enjoyed the 
i^ak bttt three and tweat|r days after* 

1049. 154. Li$ IX* 
Inveotcd the vfefsl do(9rine of tranfub* 
Aftntiation ; and to nake the abfurdity fwal* 
Jow'd, gajre out that Chrift and he had many 
perlbnal converfatloQs. 

1055. 155. Fi^or II. 
Excommisnicated many of his clergy for 
fornication, by whom be was poifoned as a 
tyrannical vicegereot. 

1057. 156. ScbifmfiVMienth. Sophiu X, 

Stfpben was out right fucccflbr, for he fen- 
tenced ^ man to death for faying St. Pettr did 
not die at Rmg* 

1059. 157. Nicholas U^ 
Excommunicated and perfecated all thofe 
ttiat dented tranfubftantiation, and made Bt^ 
rengarias recant his errors, which were the 
fanie tenets, that the church of England now 
holds, 

J. D. 
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JlnD. 1061. I58# Sch^fm eighUenth. AUxandctVL. 
Honorius II, 
Alexander^ like a true head of the churcli^ 
depri\red all laicks of the right of iavediture 
to facred fuaflions, 

1073. ^59' ^^^i/'" nirittunth. Gregory VII^ 
Clement m. 

Gregory (by others called Hildebrand) made 
his way to diat dignity by poifoniog five of 
his pnedecefTors j cxcommunicaicd M^nry III. 
and made him wait bareheaded aivd barefoet 
three daysy before he would ceadmit him into 
(he church. 
1086. 160. Schifm twentieth. H^or III^ 
Clement III. 
. Vi^or excommunScated Henry in. as hU 
predecefTor had ^ooe, and was polfoaed in a 
chalice for his pains« 

1088. 161; VrbanuslL 
Made a decree that no layman flsonld gi^ 
an ecclefianical benefice. From bis quatxeU 
fome temper was nicknamed Tui banus. 

1099. 162. Sch'jjm twenty 'firjl. Pa/cbedVL 
Guiherty AlbertQ d'Atella^ Frederick^ Magi^ 
nulphuf, 
PafSal was the true pope, and had been a 
creature of Gregory VII. He made a leagae 
Avith the emperor Henry IV. and confirmed 
It with the moA folcmn oaths; but ho feooer 

wa5 
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^^s'Minry gone out of Itafy^ when he revoked 
^ that he had done, and excommualaited 
1iim{ nay, and mad^ binoi wait at his door 
bare-footy before iie would recall the exGoni- 
municatioD. 

II 18. 163. Scbffm.twinty fiContU GtlaJmlL 
Gregory WMl. 

Gelajius was the true fuycccflar, to wlhoTe 
piet; the world owes the fiiuadation of the 
. inigbti templar S0 

1 1 19. 164, CaKftusTl. 
Decreed that no loufy perfon Ihould ^nter 
the chutdi^ and declared it was adultery for 
a bi(hop to forCike bis fee ; by which we may 
underftand who my lady biJbop\s. 

1x24. 165. &chifm twstxly^ihirJ. HMOrsus IL 

Cilfjinll. 

Honoriusj to manifeft his (jocere love to 

vthe church, put to death Arnulpbus^ tt Icw^ 

cburcb preacher in thofe times, for inveighing 

againfl: the pride and ofurped power of the 

Romijh church. 

1130* 1 66. Scbifm^lwattyfitirtb^ Imocintll. 
AnacUtus 11. yi^f^rlV. 
Inmcent doubtlefs was the trueft vicegerent, 
for he ordained that no layman (hould pre- 
fame ever to lay violent hands on a clergy* 
man. 

VOL.111. C A.D^. 
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J. D. 1143. 167. CikJIin III. 
Coi&inoDly called II. Was the firft im^ni* 
tor of that chrifliao oiethod of cprfiog by beU^ 
book and tanile. 

1144. i68. ' LudiisU. 
Broagbt i^p the ordiodox caftom of eatiof 
pancakes and fritters oq a Sbrevg-Tuifdig. 
1145. ^69. Eugemus III. 
Repaired feven churchaa. 

1 1^3. 170. iinaftafim VI. 
Converted the PantAaUi where (riieheathas 
deities were worftIpped> ^into/the Maria Rt^ 
iunda^ where popifli faints ace prayed ttt. 
1154* 171. Hadrian W. 
From a be^ar at'6t. Albanti came to be 
pope; and being thus moaoted, to try how 
well he could ride, made the emperor Fn^ 
derick Barbaroffa bold his ftirrop, after whicb 
he excommunicated him, becaufe he would 
not -hold the empire as a fief or tributai^ to 
the pope. He abfolired all the.fubjeAs of 
JVillidm king of Sicily from their allegiance ; 
and» in a word, was a true friend to the 
church. 
1 1 59. 172. Schifm tiventy fifth. Aledonder HI. 

^ ViSfor IV. • Pafchal HI. 
* Alexander "^Si^ my man, forjie trod>apoa 
the :empcror Fridtrick'% head, faytng» Suftr 
afpidem it bajilifcum ambulabis \ the emperor 
(as if he Had been tutored by the bKhop of 

B^ngir) 
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IhfBgor) aufwercdf Ma tiii fed Pitr^^ thjft 
4s, TdU cannot pritgndto that p$wer /V Peter 
mighty ^ho wa^ an apdiftk, cmd infallible ; to 
"which (he pope repHed^ (as if you and I had 
t>een by 10 advifc him) #/ mihi et Peiro^ thw 
4aaie powers 0ri lodged in me as were i% Peter* 
A. D. 1 18 1- 173. LuciufHh 
Altempted 'lo abdifli the whole conftt- 
tuttOQ at Rome^ a&d bring it into fubjeAion 
to himfelf s iia ivhich he fuceeeded fo far, as 
to deftroy the whole confular tpower. 
11S6. 174. Urban III. 
Was a great eocourager of ihe holy war, 
^ut died of a fright, 

1187. 175. Gregory Will. - 
Was pope two months, and fick all the 
iSme, whethef infalHbiliry did not agree with 
ills conftitutioa, or what clfe ailed litm, ( 
-cannot telL 

1 1 88. 176. (MememlXl. 
Pardoned all fms rtiat were committed by 
' any that (hoi>ld afterwards die in the holy 
wars. He cx<x)raiDumcated tihe T>anei fof 
anaintaiohig tfie marriage of their clergy. 
1 191. 177. ClefttnWl. 
Firft with his feet pot the crown upoti the 
itmperor Otho\ bead, and then kkk'd it oif, 
fayiogi Per me regnant reges^ tliat is, A/y 
Jthgdom is of i his world. 

C 2 A. D. 
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^. D. 1198. 178. IfmoceBtilL 

Excommaoicated the emperor Otbo Wik* 
made king John of England hold his crown as 
trlbotary, and Confirined the heavenly doc- 
trine of auricular confejpon. 

1 21 7. 179. Honorius III. 

By this vicegereDt'siafligatioOy St. Dominick 
fet the engines of this world at work, and prac- 
tired wholefome feverities againft the hecetical 
Waldmfes and Jttigenfes^ of whom not above 
a hundred thoufand fuffered for b^ieving what 
is now the dp£lrine of our church, but was 
then a damnable herefy, the la/l determinaiion 
of the (hutch being againA it. 

1227. 180. Gregory IX. 

Excommunicated his patron Frederici IL 
by Whofe means alone he was made pope 4, 
to (hew that gratitude cannot in0juence th^ 
church in favour of a man that oppofes their 
power. However, to flicw that there is a 
way of irtfuencing the churchy (tho' not. by 
gratitude) he abfolved the emperor upon 
payment of one hundred and twenty ounces 
of gold. 

1 241. 181. CelcJiinVJ, 

Died of poifon tighteeo days after his elec- 
tion, before he koew that he was infailible* . 
1 242 . 182. Innocent IV, 

Perfecuted Robert Grojlleady biftiop of 
Lincoln^ for calling him Aml-Chr^J). He fir ft 

diicded 
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(fird^ed the cardinals to wear red hatSy which 
ffgretics fay, was a certain token that they 
Belonged to the fear let whore. 

J.D.IXS^. 183. Alexander VT. 
Declared all the Saracem were in a ftate of 
damnation, and not finding they fought the 
worfe, died of grief* 

1 261. 184. Urban ly. 
Excommuntcated Mainfrcy king of 5iV/7v, 
and publiflied a croifade againft him, pro- 
Bouncing a great number of pardons and be- 
.seditions, to thofe of his fubje£ts> that ftould 
either dethrone or kill bnn. 

1265. 185. Clement IV. 
Was firft a foldier, then a lawyer, and lad 
^ef all a pope. 

The fee of Rome aw vacant tivo~ ycars^ 
which was a fad thing. 

It'll, 186. Gregory X; 
ExaScd of all the clergy a tenth part of 
their liviogs towards the charge of the holy 
war: but no occafion happening, applied it 
all to his own private ufe. 

1275. 187, Innocent Y. 

Was the firft that kept a folemn coronation. 

1276. 188. Hadrian V. 
Died thirty-fix days after he was elefted. . 

1276. 189. %A«XXII. 

Was a very good phyfician, and an expert 
ftftrologer ; notwithftanding which great helps, 
• Platina affirms he afied very fooliftly. 

C 3 J.D. 
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Was the real author of that very wbold-- 
kiM ftv^rft; fo the frincb 10 Sicily^ knowife 
by the name of the SIcUUn vrfpin, 
X281. 191. Martin lY. 
Entirely anrwered the do^iae which yotk 
ftod I, Si)r, have fo oftea aflerted. For h« 
certainly fate in Chrift's ftead, when the am- 
baffadors oiPahrmc^ knetlingi repeated thriCe 
to him thefe words, ^^Th§u ibat iahjl awaf 
iht fin$ of the ^uerUi hav$ nercy ufon uK 
Which addrefs his holincft received Tery grafr> ^ 
cioafly« He ke|)t for aaaay ycnrt a Goncubio* 
of his predeceflbr Xtb^lai^, 

IzSj. 192. Homrims IV; 
Exconarannicated PeUr king, of Atragcm^ 
aiid his fon ; and oppofed our Englfi kuig- 
in levying taxes. 

1288. 1^3* NiMaslV. 
, Made himfelf mediator to all the princes- iii» 
Eur^e^ and would have fent thete sWfiitm^- 
hring lAto the holy wars* 

1294. 194. CileJUnV. 
Was too iknple and too boneft a man to 
do much fervke to the chorcb. ) .^ 

1294. I9y. Bem/ac0yflIh 

Made. up. for the inaflive fpirit of his pre- 

deceilbr; iavMited the market of iWir^^nr^j, 

and for every hnndred years founded a ^jvArYfr^. 

ati whicbtifloe CKr]bmaa!s fins were&Mrgiveii^ 
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upon bis vifitlng St. Peter and St* Paul^l their 
churches in Rome. PbiUpy king of France^ 
fSMtrifted bim in open parliament of fymony, 
ttiirder, atheifin, nfury, adnhery, and alfa 
ef a fecret league with the Sar^tens. I am 
ftrry to fay that,, ibr onr argtimeots fake« 
yod and I, doftori mnft accept c^ this' man . 
fiMT one of Chrtil's vuegtrenu. 

'Was poifoned for his probity* 

1 304. 1 97. CUment Vc 
Was the firft that fixed a ftandiBg price 
upon indulgences. 

1.315. 199. Schffmiwenty-Jhti. JJmTL%Va.* 
NUholas V. 
John was the true head of the chnrch. He 
caufed Petir a monk and many of bis fbl- 
iMrers (who taught that CfariA h^d no pro-*^ 
perty, and alfo that his dKcipies bad none) 
to be burned alive. He was alfo of opinion ^ 
that to the text Afy tiMffbwt is n^t of this. 
W0rUf the word NOT was fpurious, and 
ooght not to remain ia any ortbodax HUe. 
This is an anfwer to the modern berefy that: 
we neTer thon^t of» and deferyes well to be^ 
Gonfidered* 

1334. 199. Benedi^XlL 
Excommnnieated the emperor Ltwis^ Md' 
g^veira^ all his dominions m Aeffy^ 

0.4. ^^' 
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Jt. D* 1342. 200* CUmeni VL 
Ordered the juHUe to be kept ever; fifty 
years, the Bondred years market comiog 
rbond too feldom for the charch's benefit. 
1352. aoi> Innocent VI. 
Bomed Johoious di Rupe Sciffa^ for pre« 
tendiDg to aflerty that the Scripture might be 
interpTited by a private judgnum ; by ivhich U 
'appears, that had the bi(hop of Banger lived 
then, he might have beea barned for his 

BOtiODS. 

1362. 20a. Urban y.' 
Excommnnicated Barnabm king of Milav^ 
for denying bis infallibility; was a greac 
flickler for the privileges of holy church, and 
confirmed the order of St. Bridget* 
1370. 203. Gregory XI. 
Never lived at Rome^ till upon his fufpend* 
ing a bifliop for non-re6dence, he was afked 
how. he could puni(h a fault he committed 
l^imfelf. 
1378. 204. Scbifm twenfyfevijnib. UrbanYL 

Clement VII. \ 
. Urbanj the true fucceflbr, toqk five of the 
cardinals that had voted againft him, and 
putting them into facks, threw them into the 
fea. 
1389. 205. Boniface IX. BeneJi^XUL 
Boniface t the 'real pope, while the other 
lived at Avignon^ feizcd a prleft at the head of 

a con- 
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a ccmfiderable number of priefts in white gar- 
-meats, and fafpedlmg he had a defigo of 
makii^ himfeif popei ordered him to be burned 
alive. 
J^D* X404. 2060 Stbi/m iwntty^gM. 

IwiocentVll. BtneSa XIII. 
Inmeent^ our TicegereDty upon being n- 
, proached by the citizent of Rme^ for breack 
of bit oath, ordered eleven of them immedi- 
ately to be beheaded, faying, that was tbe onfy 
way t9 rmnovifcbifm andfiditi^n. 

' 1406. 207. Scbifm i%vmtj*nhnb. Gregory XII. 
BiHfdia XIII. 
Gregory^ the true head of the church, did 
' nothing of confeqnence, but exconxmunicatc 
h\% opponent. Which he did 10 order to 
malce him a bentlcy and fo render void the 
cMth which he had made to him, that if be 
were chofen Pofe^ he would refign to bim ; 
but fides cum bereticis non tftfervanda. 
'1409. 208, Scbijm ihirttetb. Alexander V^. 
Benedia XUI. 
Depofed LaiBJlaus king of Napies^ and gave- 
bis kingdom away to Lewis of Anjm*. 
1414. 209. Schifmtblriyfirfi.JohnlLXVf. 
Bewdi^Xllh 
John was depofed by the council of Cofs^ 
Jlance as a druakard, an inceduous perfon, a^^ 
pedlar of pardoDS, and an infidel. In the iame- 
counciU BenediJf was likewife depofed. One 
of the refolutions of the' council was, Tbat a 
C 5 f ^wrfl/ 
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g0nergl tmincil Ugally funuMmdi ' ^^^ iuveftoii 
with th§ f^rftmauth^Uffuxt ^9 J^fus ,Cbr^^. 
Tb^ il was ibai ii^alliiility creg^ MQ^9Ljg§n4^ 
rattounciU 
^.,D. 14^7* 2.10. &chtfm ^hbty^vd^ 

The UtfieF:of Uide sibdioBttd the poprA>m», 
foon 'after be had cteaiaed k. Bat M&mn^, 
like a wife bma, fhoagbt & ta dift&lft lAie 
^ouftcilof C^4«fi«, upoftiu Mttg propefedt 
there to conCder of a refocination of maimers -^ 
amoQgft tbe clergy. Ttis was the^good |iope 
that condemxie^ f^K^iiff^- aad efiEsAoally 
cjoellttlthofe dyiarbtrs of the chucch!s4^//y, 
John Hu/s kfii'jferomi qS Pn^m, by^lbe be|p^^ 
of ihbk Txce&vy^ fegims. aiiod &e aqd^ 
feggou 

X431. 2i|. Sihtfin tbirty-third. EnfimaslY^ 
Fehx IV. 

Eugentus^ the true vtcegereni to the priaeei.* 
of peace, was, itxit^ his whole j>p£edoiiiy. 
eogagcd 10 a war. 

1447. 212* NUblflis VI.., 

Cdve an indalgence to a friend of hUi |o 
go to a forcerer for. tbe cacoyery*. of JiJea- 

CwQQvSBjtA.ffimmt Ferriify a notorious wl* 

M|d. 

I458» 214. Pins II: 
Was a 9j2iet maQ>. and of noufcto the* 

. churchy. 



clitaltb, which Ilan4afai need ^ lAtn of zStm\ 
aod eoterpraiog geauiffs. . 

jf.D. {^(t^. 215*: PauHUJ. ■ 

Gommontycalted II. He decreed all karoiog* 
to be herefy, and Very truly ^^chtei iinprana - 
to be tbe mothr of'div6tm. Hte XxMPlaiina 
that an laws fauinaaiand dlirifle w^re lodged ' 
iahisbreaft.^ 

1471. 216. Si9ctmlV\ 

Murdered one of the pnnces of the MtSA 
ftmily by hired aflaffias^ whilft ht was at mafs^s 
He permitted pobltc bawdy-hoafes to be kept - 
m Romij upon their paying him certain fines'^ 
and brought in the ufe of beads. 

1484.4 21 y,; Jwucffitym: 

ODllefired a vaft ftf m of money for a war^ 
againft the Turist and employed it all in a war « 
wkfa ibt kbg of NapUs^ who was a cbrijiian.'* 
He was muchgiyen to excefies in drinld&g and t 
tp Teapry. 

1492. 218. JkxanderVl, 

Obtained xkt popedom by nothing but bri-^ 
}>ery. He was poifon'd by ^ mUla^e with the* 
"^wj ^^9 which bis foa ha4 prepared for a » 
rich cardinal that fgpped with himv< He ve- 
ry frankly o^n'd all his baftards, which* were 
no fmall number; was accufed of committing r 
inceft with his fifter> and of having entered in- 
to $1 cox^pafl with thi deviU^ . 
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Was poifoD*d twenty fix dajtf aftrr <he tarai 

chofeo. - ^ * r '. 

1505. aio. Julius tL 

Was a true member of xhe church fmlitaat» 
for he never was out of war» all his Ufe« 
time. He fodomitically ravUhed two: noble 
Venefan youths, had two bafiards^ and dy'd 
of a f^ver at feveuty years' of age. He was 
remarkably zealous for the^MO.r of the (burcb^ 
which one good quality may cover u muJii^ 
tudi tf Jin<^ in the opinioa of us ftauQch 
churchmen, Iboner by much than charity. 
1514. 221. LioX. 

He fold pardons at very reafonable rates. 
And was heard by fome heretics (as rhey have 
a/Brm'd in print) to fay that the sofpels might 
more properly be called the fatlcs of Chriji^ 
.%ut this ^tfuccejjionijis believe to be fabulous* 
1522. 222. Jdrian VI. 

Acknowledged that he himfelf was fallibte, 
and that the church of Rome was a fink of 
vices. This therefore Is the worft of all our 
fuccejfon^ and we fliould difown him, could 
'we perpetuate ouryvrrr^i7»Vithout him. This 
we may fay, that he deferved as little to be pope 
as a certain perfon does to be a biftiop, fince 
both of them betray Xhtftcrets of their order. • 
1552. 223. Clement IX. 

In this vicegefent's time, there arofe a (ett 
of me^ with the biflkop of Bangor's notions. 

and 



iMld to the 'gteat dlfiorbance of the €liiirch*s 
peace and unity, uught thefe herefical doc* 
trioes: Xhat wo man was infallible, and 
therefore no man was qoalified to'Ufl in 
Cbri/Fs fteai: That Chrift was Itng in his 
own kingdom ; and tiierefore no idan coold iiB«~ 
pofe their interpreti^tions of his laws upon 
others : Th^t a)l his laws were contained io 
Scripture, and that everj^ thing necclTary ro 
falvadOK was there fo plainly delivered, that 
tiie meaneft capacity might underfiand it : and 
that every one was to read in that book, and 
*judge for themfelves. At thie {atne time, 
Tranflacions of the bible were made in all lan- 
guages. Thus was the vAl oftht^empU rent 
intwain^ and hidden myfteries were expofed 
to the eyes of the vulgar. Thcfc free-thinking 
notions prevailed fo far, that at length the 
jecular power in this nation embraced them ; 
and cutting off a noble revenue from the 
church, (what now a-days would amount' to 
ten or twelve millions pit anruim, for which 
nany hooeA churchmen figh to this day.) 
Schi/m tbirty-fourth. 
King Henry Vllf. made hmKlf/upreme head 
^tf the tbufth^ which example all our kings 
have followed.* And as this title has been 
confirmed by a£ls of parliament, which make 
it a pnmumre to fpeak againft it': fb ever iincc 
Chat time, it has been the fafluoo in England 
: >* to 
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<• look «ppn the Mswmm iCqiUlcis' m ^di*- 

Out ofpmicAce I proceed to farther io my < 
Uft» bat (ball leave ercry hooeft cbui;(hflMn 19 * 
^fs who are the reft of iny vicegereots: I 
idonbt Aoi bujt we (tAll nad^rft^pd ooe wo^ 
ther'9* meaBiog^' as well as if^v» fppl^^M/; 
.However if any of wr frioods (^ooldf ^ fg doUr' 
« as not to kflow wi^at we woi^Id b^i^, let tbe»^ 
confolt Dr<i /&iA ;Wor);s» and Z^^'i Cafft^r 
tii P^ntificMfMnd tb4 Rig^U. Thq-c be ^najr> 
dj&oT^y not onl/ where the fincereftpf u^- 
lodge thc/^rana^^ .b¥t a^fo kara the aUblojte. 
ae^efficy of .ao unu0trrfifU4'/^€^on rf mm • 
vsfisd iviti' ih^t fupnmaqf^ withooii which,' it ( 
feems^ we muft all be wutvriJabfy 4«mnfd.^ 
A|xd although; fome weakx brethren: may be 
fmzzled in thU aj^ir> bec^uife they know^we^ 
have Cwall9we.d certain odd aatbs^ whicb ieem 
ft>CQntradiA both w^<^fP4r/ati9m^t^d d^rw: 
yet, if ihey will but coafider bow unreafonable^ 
and how anttchrifiiag k Ua that pff (pirituitf 
members of the £/(«r^i^ihould be tied down bf 1 
$aths invented by laymttf they mfij fi>oo difeo-' 
?er wbjsre it is, that w^ plgce our unint/fnuptji^' 
/Hiteffitin ^fCkriJPi viugfreets^ 

Yo]B fee3 teamed dodor, that I have cleared ^ 
UfthtkifrfirfAf fii pur chjarcbi and replaced 

tb% 



4it:4ivimirigfft sf ^Jc^^^^ upw ilstriie and ^ 
JfUdba/pi a bafie not t» l>e ibaki^Q b; the. 
bir^acb of every fcoffibg/fV^^f«^^r« JLetth«i> 
the bidlO{^ afid his iccoQd% th^memm ofalL 
TWikiiatt^xui hcrcrmi he jcoofoaaded; Le»< 
thcoor fee bord ^furpauaudfucceJj^ifii^lUhli 
mufiwmJkf'^^lH daji \ thbi^h indeed thajr^ 
aMttaikjjf^tben gwltyoffadStf wbkh iaaa; 
layman fioogbt have ferved for foil^ to the adtoss ^ 
«f a ^#r« or Hili^ukaUa \ yet iijiee ihey were " 
committed bfW^fjEy»ii9i|4Lre only to be jregard>* 
jed a$ laodified trifles^ and veoial £eqcadiUo!a f 
93 appears from the« pious anoptatioos in oqt 
^ Orthodox^ T409nkent OQ the 23d .chapter pf 
St.* Maitino!^ which afirm, That n^withjfland- 
ing the hifttfip of Kome «iifr# «7ttr yd w/ci^i/ 9/ 
Kfi^h y^^r i^gk fi^^ tPoUor a* ml Jit J4>das^ 
wen HJbop thireoff itfieuU^wt be prejudicial (0 ■ 
tbecbwreb. Tbus» revertadSiF, it is pbuQ» 
that 00 objedion of weight can be ftarted a* 
jt^nft us: Ei>r wvc^owfuoceffion comppfed of 
4levih imarnate^ provided they were regularly, 
ordaioed, it would be Dever-the wor/e^ nay la. 
the conditioo^ things now ftand, it would be 
nttcb the tetter. J^or the more power Sataa 
bad (and be certainly would have vaft- power 
were he a pope) the greater would the oblige^ 
tfa)0 be open the laity dFi keeping us u^i as a 

• Pxiftted at Rbtims, 15^^^ 

fiirUual 
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fpiriiudl Jhii£9g antif agtioft hhir. To tkf 
the tnt(hi were our enemy (or (hall I call Htto 
our friend) tkg m$narcb of bill totally fobdued 
and cra(hed, Idoobt it would fare ^th ns, as 
it did with many of the gentlemen of the 
'fword, fiQce the death of Lewis XIV.~~We 
fiiould either be dtfbanded or reduced to half- 
pay. A misfortone which thofib gentlemen of 
a carnal warfare might eafily have avoided, had 
they lAtn its fpiritual militia ioT their example, 
and either fought booty, or taken care not to 
' caft forth and difpojftfs the enemy too often of 
their faflnejfis. A priejify forefigbtj which the 
ra(h D. of M-^ wanted in Fiandgrs. He was 
a lajmariy but thank our ftars vh of the cfergy 
have more prudence than to rout our enemies 
too much, and therefore we fliall never ruQ 
the rifque of being laid afide, as he was. To 
which end, inftead of attempting to remove 
* the wickcdnefs, the ignorance and fuperftitioQ 
of the vulgar, three main props of OMxfaaria^ 
talpowerj let us preach up nothing but paT^y 
ftrmoTis^ let us cry up oar own authority^ and 
continually alarm the naiion with the danger of 
ibe church ; and I cannot in the leaft doubt, but 
we (hall fee the honeft laity content ftill to 
follow us with ftrings in their nofes. To* (hew 
'you, doAor, that I have not been idle in this 
grand affair ; I can aflure you that, though I 
am but a country curate^ I have been for thcfe 

ma&y 
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many years kiCQlcatiDg into ny coDgregatioa 
the belief of my mt^n from heaven i I have 
often toM them that I am God's amiafad$r ', 
that I ought to be treated by the beA of my 
parifh, with a fubmiflioo due tofo great a per« 
fon, otherwife it was an affront upon him that 
fent me : And I have fo far fuccecded^ that the 
lead contempt of me fixes upon any man the 
name 6( fanatic : A title, which I have taught 
sny 0ock to dread, more than that of athiijf^ 
blafpbtmtr^ drunkard^ wburanajler^ ot Jwearerw 

Thus, Sir, though our ofEce be originally 
to preach Chriflyyet you know it is very wholc- 
fome and for the good of the church to preach 
ow'/elves too. And as we can (hew no creden^ 
iiali for our embajfadorjbipsy fo it will be very 
expedient for us to keep the laity from making' 
any ftrifb eoquiries into them ; for which good 
purpofe, Icr us true churchmen ftand by one 
another ; and if any one ihall be fo bold (which 
of late' too too many of our own order have 
been} as to queftion our authority, let ut 
never flick a moment at branding him with the 
names oifanaticj athdjiy free'thinier and ene-^ 
nemy u all revelation. And as a great etnpi" 
tor odipfffe led the way, and you have hpneft- 
ly followed his example, let us drefs up all our 
eaemies 'm^wolvet and bear'skimt and then, we 
seed not fear their being worry'd and baited 

by 
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by atnie eburch^tMb^ wfaeoever they have atr 
opporroDity. Aik! as our own bftlkj reputatiom 
wSn eafily. wtigh dowa that of another man» 
when- it Is crack*d or almoft wafted away; To 
it Will not bfr improper toemplojr all the hands 
we can, in raking for dirt to throw at our 
advcrfaries> efpecialty thofe of unblcmi(hed^ 
cbaradters. In which pleafiog ta(k, I can pro- 
mife you the pious endeavours of many of my. 
brethren her^ , who have taken indefatigable. 
f{^ins in fpreading your works*. 

I hold it prudence in at! ca&s to follow thr 
advice of the old proverb, and-^ whore firjt : 
for which reafon I think we ought to ftigma* 
tize all our oppofers with the name of papijl' 
as well as of fanatic. For iince our denying, 
the literiy of private judgment may be demon-^ 
flrated to be dlredlly opplofite to the founda- 
tion on which the reformatU\ was btiilt, w& 
fliould not eafily get ofT the imputation of ^0- 
^/7, had we not been brfore-hand with our^ 
adverfaries^ and called tbem pap jfis and enemies'- 
to our churchy firft. Again our fcheme <^' 
church- government is the fame with that- 
which the Jefuits* maintain to be their publlci; 
tbr/esy and our doRrine of poffibi/ities iaeitceed* 
ifig like theirs of probabilities^ ; now left our^ 
great eneai^ clre bifliop of Bat^or flvoukti 

♦ FiJ. Lettres Premincialet. Let, V. 
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Ix upon OS the reproach of adhering to Jefu* 
kksl ndthnsy wfaidi we could not well clear 
OQrfe]?es frotn, we begin with hkn, and not 
eoljr charge him wich iocltniog to Jefmtifm^ 
bat IDcewife with efitertaioiDg $ni tf tbatfra^ 
ttrniiy in Ms kafe^ It W true the poor rtfugee 
has fufficiently co&Tiaced as that he is do 7#* 
y«i/, bift that (ball oerer fatisfy us ; whtlft he 
conttQttes tioder the fame patronage, he (haQ. 
alfe continne under the fame name : and whilA 
he conYerfes among the feconda of oor grani 
uip^rfofj^ we will admit of no proof of hi» 
lonvirfion^ but deem^ him as much a Jifultt as X 
ifWifaw him ojfcintifig at high mafs. 

And here. Sir, though we nfe the words^^ir* 
fMst and high mafs to fr^ten our weak bre-^ 
thren from jdniag with our enemies ; jet I 
would not have any one iinagine that there is> 
any barm 11^ the things tbemfehes* I confe& 
had Mr. PilbmUn fiill officiated at high mafi^ 
he would ha¥e found better quarter from ns^ 
for Vis not probable thar any fett of true 
pri^fit ihould be real enemies to fuch a religion t 
as that of the Romifi chunhy which is fo ad- 
lairably calculated for the power, honour, and'; 
gpaadeur of its clergy. Alas, hath he beeo^ 
eae of thofe qiyiick-fighted fethers^ and not? 

•fl^SQapcL's fecoad Let. p»^66.. 

ibuadi 
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found ooe, that we loDg for tbofe oobosv 
(wceter tbao aoy that ever grew io Egypt : Had 
ke been a man of peitetratioo, he mofi hav<r 
long ago foond' out the drift of alt our pious 
•ndeavours^ He might have obferved that 
when we had a catholic prince on the throne, 
then it was that our famous doArine of PAS'*- 
SIVE OBEDIENCE and NON-RESISTANCE 
was moft inculcated,. as the only medfom for a 
p^f'ffi king, to eflablifli his religun here by. 
He might have obferved how carefully, we 
have propagated the do£lrine of Jivim indi- 
fiajible hireditary right ; which had it taken 
its defired eiFed, I leave the world to judge of 
what religion our king would now have been* 

The biftops "Jefuit might have obferved what 
•we" meant by the word cHiurcb, wrhofe danger^ 
(4ike mercury in a barometer, wholly govero'd 
by the power of external air) was obferved to 
ri/e^ or fall, juft as popory loft op gOt ground 
here. Thus in k4ng Charles the IldV time, 
the church was very healthy ; in king yames 
the Ud%Jhe flouriltf d exceedingly, til! he ou- 
wifely began to put our pajive do&rines in 
pradiife upon ourfelvei, which made cur natttre 
a little rebel againji our priftoiple. In king 
ff^lliam*3 reign, the poor church langui(hed 
:vnder a deep* cenfumption ; which was fome- 
what reftored by the two firft years of ^een 
Jnne: But as feon as ever the Duke of Marl* 



^md OnTHODox V Jhaken. €9 

isnugb beat oar friends beyond 'fea» onr eccie- 
fiaftical weather-glafs rofiy and the church was 
never in (nch danger : Bat this was fooa over^ . 
for the queen at a touch cured all our w/, by 
putting an end to the church- Je/lru^he war, 
clapping up a peaci^ that had we been beaten, 
we could not kave obtaaned one more for the 
benefit of our churchy and hftly, by degrading 
t>e conquering general, and placing one in his 
toonii, who was a zealous fon of our fAarr*, 
for which he now fuffers exile with his and 
our FRIEND. Thefe indeed were glorjous 
limes! But das! our pious queen and our 
moft chriftiau ally died juft in the nick of time; 
what QUALMS our poor church has had ever 
^nce, muft needs be known to Mr. Pillonnim. 
Bcfides all this,' he can never really think we 
*ate«m for being one dltiitjifuiu^ if he wiU 
but; farther confider in how many things we of 
-the blgb'cburch follow their fteps. 

Tne Jifuits in their thefes of Uvan^ in the 
year 1645, fay *, // is only a venial Jin to ca- 
Jumniate and impofe fal/e crimes to ruin their ere* 
Mtj whofpeak ill of us. Now can any man thdt 
reads the dean of ChicheJUr\ Mr. Lau)\ or 
your writings, conclude from them, that any 
of us true/ons of the church differ from this tc- 
net of thofc worthy fathers ? I am fure our 

* Leitres Provinciales. Let, XV. 

treat- 
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trettmeotof the blihop of Bangor prove$ tfail^ 
wt are of tbteir miod* And as the^od fauliers 
ibf Lovoin prove their right of calaomiatitig bjf 
their matchlefs doArine of ^ pr^fhaiititUs i fo 
ywe by the help of prffMUtia fupport our ca* 
jamates. As for example, Pillgnnivi may pof^ 
ply it a JifuitJIiU, ergo, ie is a JiJmtJ^HL 
This is our peculiar cbur^h-logk^ and as yov 
Uej t eusry Mi wbfi underfiands rtafiningiyMdhi 
indeed Booe but we ftaonch churobmcQ do) 
§tMU agree lAttb yay. 

Again, the reverend fal^s Che Jefiiits hoi4 
it lawful te do evil^ prmded it be for tbigeo4 
pftbixhurch^ Now if tfaas were uot alfo ou^^ 
religious prineiple, iiow could we jufiify tbjp 
maay hooeft church enobi which we have flirre4 
up to burn and pluMer mectijfg^b^e^ for the 
fake of the durch : or how could ^loy of our 
gown have appeared at Prefion^ had not ibt 
g09d of the church \>etxi thought to licenfe our 
tweakiog our oaibs^ and fandified rebelHen ? 

. Again, tbofe ghofUy fathers the Jifidts 
teach the dire&ion of the intention^ with that 
cxccUcat doflrine of nuntal nfervation^ by 
which a nian may commit any crime^ and avoi^ 
.thefiu. Now if fome honeft men amoogft us 

J Lettres Provinc. ithi/tp^a. 
f Snape*}^ feccnd Letter, p. 9, 

had 
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%ad not fomefucb fm^l belps^ they could never 
•have fwallowed the oaths of allegiance and al^ 
Jjuraticn Heartily, WilIingly, aojl 
Truly, as moft of us do. But as thefe oatba 
' are taken for Hie good of the churchy and for the 
*retaiaiog of benefices in^ orthodox hands, the 
uprightnefs of the intention atones for the fin of 
jperjurj^ if we fliould chance any of us to be 
guilty <9f fo veni^tl a fin. Purfuant to thk 
.principle too $ if we find one of the laity im- 
r|>licit in his obedieace*io u$ (let him be ever fe 
proJUg4ti^ or ^er fo great a ^aitgor <to the 
^infide of a church) mt fN^ononnce him a ^better 
shurchman than a follower of the 'iifliop of 
Mangor^ Chough he wer« ever fo scalar in his 
life,.or ever focdnftant 'in goiog tO'Church; 
'Becaufe thereafiions«can haive mo ime merit in 
them, while Ail tMoniUn is diaMicaily dinged 
to the diftrukmn^^^t true and mlimited 
^uthmiy cfthe church, which is the dhief thing 
that abeHeverftbould bea^ached to. 

The y^uiis^ as weH as all<>tber catholicks, 
deny ikicJaity the nfe of the fcriptures. And 
^even in tbistpoiot we do not ixSkt from them, 
fo mnch as we would make Weak brethren be- 
lieve we do : For form fake indeed we put the 
bible into the people*s hands, but then we de- 
ny ihem the ufe of it, as much as any Jefuit 
can* For if any one pretends to read it with 

more 
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more noderftaDdiog than a boy at a readiag' 
fchool ; if any oae Ihall dare to chalk out to 
himfelf from thence. ruUs of life^ of confcUncit 
or of faith^ without confulting us^ the faucy 
Jboemaker will quickly be told, that he is gone 
beyond bis loft : Negative difcouragements and 
(if we have them in our power) pofaivi punijb^ 
mints (hall fooa teach him that bis foul is not 
bis wm. 

To proceed. As the fathers the Jefuits hold 
it lawful * to murder and aflafGuate princes^ 
who are not for the tmlimited power of the 
cburcb^ and ^n prepare for that purpofe Bar- 
rures^ Cbif/lils and Ravilliacs : So we never 
wanted ouc Periins, Friends^ Fenwicks and 
Shepbeardsy whenever we thought our cburcb. 
vfa$indanger» Not to run parallels farther, 
by comparing the gxtmfiuonefs of charity a- 
mongft the Jefuits with what wc praAifc, 
which would be only proving one Soj^a was 
like another ; I am fure I have faid eaough to 
convince any hearty Jefuif^ that it is much 
more prudent for him to join with ueof At 
high' church, than to aflbciatc with the biOiop 
of Bangor and his fanatical companies. • 

Therefore I beg you to communicate tfiis 
letter to Mr. Pitloniere\ a Jefuit he certainfy 

♦ Sec appendix to the Summary of ReUgUm 
Hot{f€s in £ igland and Wales, p. 88 to the end. 
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fi and ibinfire isfi mw ; and I doubt Dot 
1>fic as he '» a J^/uii^ upon duly wdgbing what 
Is here urged, he will defert that fcaodcpous 
caufe, which he is now embarked in, to fiock 
with Urds more of his own feather. And when 
we haTe bereft otir antagonifi of the man who 
helped htm xo all bis ev^Jiins^ equlvocatiGns^ 
ajid mental nfirvaiions ; how eafy will it be to 
xjin down an heretic, that hath nothing but 
reqfon and fcrlpinn left to fupport his caufe : 
r^afon and fcripture^ two weak fupports, when 
fct in competitioawiih the engines oftbisw^rld^ 
which ought to be employed by us^ the vice" 
gerents of Chrijl ♦, for rcjiraining offenders tf- 
' g^^^ft ^f ^*idto ke^p in awe the dijlwbirs dftli 
clmrch^s peace and unity. Let the bi(hop re- 
member the fate of John Hufs^ Jerome of 
Prague^ Cranmer^ Ridley^ Latimer^ and the reft 
of the remailcable difturbers of the church'^ 
unity \ and whatever ill-grounded opinions he 
may have entertained concerning us^ becaufe 
we wear the name of protfflant^ I can afTure 
him, he would find he had a woful caufe to 
defend, were we intrufted with thofe enginei 
fif this worlds by which our happy brethren 
beyond fea daily preferve the authority^ peacc<, 
and unity of the church. 

* Snap4^$ firft Letter, p. 29. 
VOL. IIL D avlng 
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Havmg thts fully confiited the bilhop^s «r« 
gumcnts, and fettled the viagtrmcy in Cbrijft' 
kingdm in the popes till the reformalim j thb* 
XYhcrc know contiooes^ I neither dare n6r will 
bluntly affirm : In order lo piit in every boneft 
cWri/fftfw's month a defefice of oiir fhn of' 
cburch'gQVtmmiHt^ 1 fiiall My dowda'lhort'fpc- 
cimen of it, founded on the fortgoiDg church* 
maxims. And to do this with more eafe (iinlc'c 
I have proved that the kingdom ofCijriJf^ not- • 
withftanding all texts to the contrary, may be 
efthis world) I will Kken it to fomething thdt 
is. actually new in this worlds and that ihall be 
to your Dtonjftanmmdrcky 9X Eaton^ 

Firft then, as you fit fupreme governor^ ea- 
compaffed round mihfecular engines ^Viui veil- 
ed with power to fet them on wbfk, for the 
terrifying and keepmg in awe all thofe, who' 
attempt to difturb iht feace of yovtr/cheel: So 
our grairi vicegerent (whether he be a pope,' 
a kiog, an arcfhbifliop, or a colle^ive body of 
clergy) ought to fit fupreme in the fpfritual 
kingdom, affifted with fecular engihes^ and 
vefied with power to fet theih at work, as oftett 
as the feace and' anriy of the church Jh'all be 
molefled. 

As you have the Jawe powers wJth the firft . 
mafter that ever taxigJit in your fchodl, which 

were 
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«rere baDded down to you by the preceding 

fsnafter, aad which » when you leave \^t fchoQ^ 

70U will traDfrntt io another^ who will upon his 

.demiinQa fubftitute like wife another, thereby to 

ftrpituatt afucceJJtoH offchoH mtifiirs at Eaton : 

So our prefeot fplritual head of the church hath 

defame powers with the firft vicegerent dcle- 

.£ated to hiffl; which powers^ when he can no 

Jpoger remain fupretneoo earth, will be.traof- 

milted to ethers^ who arc to perpetuate^ a ju.cef-^ . 

Jion tffuch vicegermts tbrwgb all Juccuiing ages 

€f the world. 

As in yom Eatonian kiogdom it fometimes 

jiappenS) .that when negative difcourogements 

^re not fufficient to keep your fubjefts in or- 

^er, you apply pcfalve punjhments^ and that 

-^fiedlual engine t\\Ci nod: So in our ecclenafli- 

tUViX kingdom, when little negative di/courage*- 

ments^ fucfa- ?e^:oceafional and, feki/m iills^ zrc 

found infufEcient towards preferving church 

unity^ a pefitive application of fines and pspaliies^ 

and (bqetiBias of fire and faggot is not a me^ 

tbod wholly difpleafiogto ilaunch cbuf^chmea 

«t bottom. 

As none' of yopr children have any xjgbt to . 
judge for themfelves, or to queftfdn your infal- 
libility in expounding the clajficks^ even though 
fOQ taught th^l Bavins and Mavius were 
D 2 better 
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better poets than Fir^il or Horaci : So oope 
of thofe bales the laity (hould pretead to judge 
for tbemfelvcs, or queflioa the church's ioter- 
pretatioos of Saipture^ bat receive them as 
infallible \ nay, thejf ought to fubmit to th^ 
shurch*! authority^ though (he taught that Suarez 
and Btllarmine were greater divines ibao St» 
Paul 9,nd St. Jtfm^i. 

As no if7 ought to plead coafdeoce for be* - 
iflg abfent from /cbaol^ or refuiiug to come tcT 
repetition^ or for ooc performing any fajk ycm 
Ihall fet him : So no layman ought to plead 
confcience for not. coming to churchy or for re- 
fufing to join in the cemmen-prayer^ or for not 
' fubmitting to all the impofitUns the church (hail 
think fit to lay upon htm. 

Laflly; As you have many vice^preeceptmrs^ 
who a£l under you, and fliare with you in all 
the privileges of your government, as well as in 
leaching and puniihing your fubjeAs, \A^ 
cannot call thofe vice-precepters to an aetoonc 
without rebelling againft your power : So out . 
fpiritual gevermr hath us his deputy g^vimarf- 
to ad under him, as well in teaching and po- 
nifhuigt as in all other exerdfes of dominion 
over the Uutyf who are not to quefUoft us his 
£0// ir/^/ri for any t&ing we do» 

This 
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Thus have t (hewn you, learned doctor, 
that the laity ure no better than fihoo!'boy<^ 
^vhofe reafon, whofe confciences, whofe back^, 
aad fides, in fiiort, >vhofe body and fouls 
ought to be under our difcipline. This is the 
glorious cburcb'fchemi we ought to (land by. 
This i^ what the vdfe and politic among os 
have always been endeavouring to eftabliih. 
Since the bijhsp of Bangor therefore, and afeic 
tii fr unthinking laity pretend that every man 
has a right to judge for bimfelf^ which deftroys 
our whole goodly deligns at once; let all 
lioneft churchmen, fuch as you and I, join 
heart and hand in defence of our churches 
fowiri let us leave no (lone unturned to maHe 
oar adverfaries charaAer odious; for whicli 
holy purpofe, let us run into company, betrajr 
converfatioo, invent fcandal, and to fupport it» 
print children and old wives tales. Nay to ferve 
the churchy let the faying of Jiriii be written ia 
«U our beartS) 

FU&ere^fi nefueoj fuperos^ achcronta movers ^^ 
that is, 
To/erve our caufe^ if heaven Jhould prove uncivil^ 
Will humbly crave ajji/iance of the devil. 

So till another occafion, I remain. 
Reverend S I R^ 

Tour mofl humllf fervant^ 
D 3 S. T. 
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N. B. By churchy cfergy and churchmtn^ I 
do not mean thoTe of our gown in general, 
bat only thofe chofen veflcls that are chiefly 
zealous for our power^ and our dignity^ and our 
riches. And ip this fcnfe I defire you, reverend 
Sir, to undorfland ihcfe words throughout my 
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TLiVirmd Sir, 

7^, HE lord t>i(hop of Bangor Katin^ 
replied to oor worthy brother Sim--' 
. Iock*% moft learned and copjijhnt vio-' 
dicatioo of thofe locks aad bolraof our excel- 
knt church, the corporation aod teft affs ; and 
believing thsit great man is now perfectly iir*d 
^itb the lenv and ted.ous work of aofwering 
his lordfhip; I iball, lo his defeoc^^ and ooder 
yoar patronage;, fully confute, not only all hi» 
lordffiip has faid in his Iaf{ book, but all he 
Itot at any time faid, or (hall at any time here- 
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after fay, in deffnce of the common rights >cf 
wankindy and (hall ihew that aU national 
churches have and may deprive men of as many^ 
of jhofc rights as they think fit; and in order 
to it, may make ufc of any means, tho* bever 
fo itnproper, even of.wbat Jtts lordQjip^calls z 
pro(Vi(Ution of the holy facrament ; andmay- 
inflrdl any penalties on thofe, who, agreeable 
to thofe coipmonr rights of mankind, dare to- 
<Kfegfee ^vith aiiy fDch eHabUfiied aaUooal 
church. 

I fay, reverend Sir^ I fbfdl -io all this, in aa 
addrefs to you j becaufe, how well foever the 

- wafl£r of the UmpJ^ may have defended thefir 
points, or any other very foreign to them, ii> 
the cocirfe ofxthis debate with his lordfhip > 
1 know that fnode/i writer will, readily coofcnc 
that your charadler (hould be moft confpi- 
cuous in the cidfe of this controverfyj and, 

^'notwithftanding his indefatigable pains, would 
gladly be now not fo much as thoughtof, that 
you may finifti glorionfly whit you at firft fo 
•fagacioully begun, therefore, that I mfty 
not pob you of any applaufe, at the fame time 
I revive your name in the world, I Ihall bor- 
row my main argument from a^pafTage in your 
Ji.ond lefter*; and which, 1 thiLk^jCpntiaucsia 
ejirery edition. 
• P, 6o, &«. 



and 09iTHOX>oxY Jh^en,, \ $^ 

Having in the fpnxier letter unaoTwerably 
.ffiade appear that pur fucceflioo of bI(hops U 
Qoincerrupted from the apoftles, and that your 
Jpofition, that they are veiled Mrith the famt 
powers, IS therefore undeniably true: I be- 
lieve yoo doubt not of my abilities for the pre* 
fent iindertaking ; wherein I fhall maintain «- 
nother of your remarkable aflertions, and' on 
which, as I fhall make appear, the whole ftrefs 
©f the controverfy depends, viz. * That ever 
.' iince miracles ceafed, the temporal powers 

• were commiffioned byChrift, in their (tead^ 

• to aid add affift his fpirhnal vicegerents, tit 

• cburch/' From whence it will plainly follbvf» 
that the religion eftabli(hed by Such tempo- 
ral powers^ that is, the ecclefiqflical eonfiHution 
^any realm^ is of equal divine authority, as 
that which obtained by the power of miracjlea^ 
[I have dignify^d the v/ovd/ucb with capitals, 
that every reader may fee I intend to draw no 
fgQclafi9ns hurtful to the fWfy&, wheQ I con* 
fider the tonporal magistrate as Cbrift^scom- 
ikiiffioner : For I defire here it may be remarked 
pncefor a^l, that .his wmmjftion is only valid, 
^whcn 'tis exerted in aid ^and afTiftance of Chrift's 
jjpifitual vicegerents, the cjergy] 

I (hail not concern myfelfhow far this argo- . 
fnent at^nds^ or what inguence it will have 
:d6 oa 
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•n churches eftablifhed by Mahometan or Ra*- 
gan temporal powers j^ but at prefent (hail' 
confiae what I have to fay to our own eccle* 
liaftical confUtutiOQ,. .eftabliOied by. Ctrifi'% 
commiffiooer, the civil magifirate-: And fliall 
(hew thatthe bifliapof.A. ha&vjidelymiftakoa 
the priaciple upon which this, eftabfifliaicnr^ 
which he calls the nfoimathn^ was fettled; 
yrhjch was, not that of every man's right to 
judgei for. himlelf ;. but that of the temporal 
magi(lratc*s. right to judge, what efiahliihmeat 
to fettle : And therefore^ that all,, who are 
fiibjeSs of the temporal magifirate, ought to 
be the fubjeAs-of fuich bis* ecdefiaflical eft^ 
biithment. The argument, as I have collected 
from your hook, flands.thas.: 

Chrid commlflToned fpiritual ' vicegerents to < 
a£t under him \ to .make mw laws^ &c. 

To iofbrce wbich new kws, miracles were- 
fometime continued in the church^ 

Bat mirad^s ceafihg, Cbrift: comtniflToned: 
likewife temporal vicegerents, to aid' and affi(t 
his (pirilual vicegerents, in puttidg their 77/t9 
laws in execution ; and'to ziA civil fan£flmi$y 
by virtue of that commiilion. 

• And that civil governors, have . this commii^ 
fia» fromChrift, of X^v^^nurfir^-fathirs aiidy 

mrfr- 
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. muffing nwthert to his fpiriuial vicegerents, and 
mi pooiibiog all diflenters f(oin their fettlff*^ 
Huent; you plainly prove by zu evident pro* 
phecy, and from the cbrifiian examplr of Da* 
^ijf who hated rigb^ fare the enemes of the 
cburih^ even* 09 though ibe^ were bis awn enemie^f* 

To apply this your account of ChriCTs- 
fettlemeot of vicegerents, fpiritual and tempo- 
ral, to the ecclefiafticaL conQitution of £ng» 
LnJ. 

Our hHhops (or clergy) are tmioterrupted'' 
fucceObrdfof Chrift's fpiritual vicegerents, dele- 
• ga^ by him u>»mahe mwlawsi &c,. 

At prefenttherc arenomuracles to fiipporr 
. their new Jawu 

Therefore our temporal powers are connnif- 
iiooed by Chri(t to aid and ai&ft the fpirkual 
yicegerenta, the olergy, {sf^.. 

Accordingly our temporal' governors have. 
uiied civil fan^lons and penalties, in aid and' 
aiintaoce of the mw laws enaded by theCe 
Cbtift's fpiritual and temporal vicegerents. 

Aad how conformable our praAice is to 
the behaviour of the Pfalmiji^ needs not to be* 
- ttieotioned^ for "^tbaifrigpt fire all wba.dif" 
^fr^mns. 
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I know, Str, that maoj argameats and oCn 
jefiions have been brought againft the tem- 
poral magift rate's power in religion ; and that 
'twill be faid this example of David's cannpt 
be urged to chriflitns, who are commanded ta 
l9Vi their irtemies\ yet, I donbc aot, iiut you 
have a fufficient anfwer to every fuch little 
cavil. In the mean timey the reader is ddir^cl 
to obferve, that in defending eccle&aftrcat coa« 
flittttions, 'tis not fo much as pretended tlvit 
the laws of Chrift, (which are the chrifliaa 
religtoQ) hot the riepf Uwi of bjt vtcegercnts» 
(which are the eftabliftiQient} are to- be defend* 
cd. And how neceflary their def(pnce hafit 
univerfally been thought, may be judged froa 
the rigour with which all dppo/crs have ever 
been treated. For as you fay, f On what 
would his lordfi^ip-havi imr cbnnb dtptndf On 
.God' 5 ^providitice^ iviJl hi .fay f On tbi pr^fr 
ifChrifl? I admire your anfwer to &ch de« 
fenders' of an ^ftabli/hcd chor.ch: '^ Averf 
' glorious encouragiment^ I confefs ; afecurity that 
\annot fail ! . No, my £Ood lord oi Bangor ^ we 
know better the means of fecuriog dflablifb* 
ments, ihan to admit of any rights in common 
,ton^aDkind,.whj^h :^e;imagipe^n\?y cij^angcr 

-I- SmVs zU Letter, p^ 6zy 
• Ibid, ^ ^ 
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the church's: And as our brother Shrkek 
has Uarnedly proved, bolts an^ bars are a far 
'ftroDger, and therefore a far better defence, 
^Jian reafon or argumeat, or ^ny of. Ohrift'si 
•promlfes. i 

;A9 10 what iK»:to^dAip.hias urged, that the 

jEime. methods ofjef^odtnge^abliftied ch\irche» 

W9u)d .;^s►cSc^^aJ'ly,'hJftf e prevented tbe.fpread- 

.ing of chriftiani^y/ufclff ^od .would have pre* 

vented the refarj»^atk)n 9bcaim8g,at all, and 

.wilprcvciit.it wher< .k is not : L briefly an- 

fwer, (h^this Jofdl&ipfs.objeSipB, with refpedlr 

.to chaftiaaity, is esticely. foreign. to the pur- 

poTe : For the ^gn^&iom i» not, What would 

favpikr or prejudice ^briflknity > but. What 

,wtli favour or prejodice the church ? And as \o 

the reformation .itfelf, Vts jpJaiu,..ai|d m])A<be 

fo , acknowledged by as, that at that timjc 

C^tift's t^pappral viceger^ts .afied too much 

AgaiuA t)ie ihfinh -, And mj^hi . pp$i>ly have 

rmn*d i}^ churchy if cbe/piritttal.vIc^geireQt^ 

j)iad ^1 (sertqd: jthegi^f Ives^. ^ prevented its 

jgoiog farth^ir. /^uebcvwever that was, 'm 

cerr^n, that t^e-rffprm»tioii. .iiftlf )vas. began 

by the temporal jpaglftratte's. ppy^er, fuppprted 

aad carrijed on by the^^ftj-aj^e's. power,. and 

carried on no farther, t^mi (he ip^giArate'^ 

pawer per as^itted* 

Iknow 
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I know, indeedf there were many perfour 
lhen» as well as befope, who claimed a right of 
jprivate judgment : But that right was fo dr 
from being the foundation of the refpripatioQt 
in rtaltty ; that, when the civil magiftrate had 
elTeAed the Feforamtion, that i^ight w^s nor 
only not allowed, but every man, who diflbreil 
rn the lead from any eftabliflied church, was 
declared, us- before, a heretic or fcbifmatio. 
Nay, at the time of the reformattDn^ when the 
temporal vicegerents thought fit to take <^ 
odium from fome, who before were deemed 
the fvhifmatics, and to declare them Chri(i*s 
fpiritual vicegerents, ra the room of the dif> 
placed ones ; this gave little countenance to 
the tight of private judgment; the men who- 
obtained this favour being only thofe,~ whofb 
known principles agreed with the doftrine and 
worfhip eftablifhed by the temporal powers. 
They knew better thingsj than to have toi^f 
man to make tbt bejl cf his bibli % which was 
enly left in faA to- be confulted by every man 
In order to fupport what was then- eftabiilhedy 
not to difcover any thing contrary to ir. 
Which I think undeniably plain from hence, 
that notwithnanding mankind have genera%» 
fty the licentious nfe of fcripture and reafbn 
fince the reformation, fcen the falilty of many 
^dodUiaea then cftabliibcd) they have not yet 

fad 
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cancel facb eftabiiflned do^rloes ; for fear Ufl; 
the right of private judgmenc being allowed» 
It might (hew many myftirUi to be only thofe 
tf iniquity \ and prove dangerous In the iflue 
CO the power of the priefthood. 

And, I believe, revirend da^or^ we may 
challenge any one to (hew that this founda* 
tion-principle, as his Iord(hip calls it, has met 
at any time, or is any country, yhere the re- 
formation is eflabli(hed in one national churcfa^ 
with better treatinen|t> than at &:ft: Nay, fo 
far are Chnd't/piritual vicegerents from at ail 
approving !t| ibat I cballeoge any one to deny 
that it has not met with much worfe^ whert 
the temporal aidgrs and ^^ir / have sot tt\ 
flraioed the bandi of the tburdf t 

From all which it plai&Iy foUowf* that ee* 
clefiafiital coDftittttioos^ however reformed^ 
are fo far from allowing this right coafiftently^ 
or owing their fettlement to this right, that 
they have done all ta their power to bamfh 
fuch a right out of the world j whrch, if once 
admitted, they have thought might endanger 
every eftabli{hment in it. 'Tis not dean Sh^r^ 
lock alone, but every writer in England agaioft 
dt(renters, who has ridiculed this right ; aod 
moA foreign proteftants, as well as papiAs* 

h^i« 
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have treated every claimer cf this right with 
the higheft reproaches^ and fometimes wiih the 
fevered penalties. 

^Tis trve, we do not always lodge this right 
folely, or at all, in the temporal powers, when 
we argue on this head i but we conftaotly and 
uniformly keep it out of che hands of private 
men, when difputing with fchifmatics : Nor ' 
' have any been fo weak as to aflert this claim 
equally for all men, but in difputes with the 
Roman catholicks ; which was owing to cot 
confidering the reformation as the eifeA of 
power, rather than of the prevalence of troth. 
For however truth niiglil then accideo^lly 
prevail, our concern finCe has been rather for 
the excellent eAaUi(hment of biibopricks, dea- 
neries and other emoluments of the chuVch 
that remained to it, than for any of the doc- 
trines* determined to 1>e true at the refbrma- 
tlon. Nor have we at any* time deviated from 
.this regard ; for tho' it is certain, that oiofl: 
of the dodrines then fettled/ we pow dl(be- 
lieve ; yet we have appeared, at M times, with 
great zeal againft every private innovator^ who 
either would not implicitly fubfcribe our 
church's articles, and fubmit to her determioft- 
tions ; or who, after fuch fubfcription, has 
dared publickly to queftion their truth* This 

be- 
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behavioar of ours proceeding not from our owa 
approbation of the dp£lrinss, or diflike to the 
principles avowed by fuch perfons we coa- 
demned; but from a. fear left the integrity of 
thofe perfons fliould lead them on farther, and 
thereby lay open the pales of the church, ia 
fqch a manner as to admit others to enjoy its 
good things. And I doubt not but I could 
produce fuch inftances of our zeal on thefe 
'occafions, as might fufficiently deter others 
'from daring to fcruple or contradiflE any deci- 
fion of the church, Nay^ if our hands we^e 
not nour tieid up, and the temporal powers did 
not refnfe their necefTary aid, his lordftiip of 
i^tfff^^, might feel — r-r^i]|9(<! f]^ap I .flialt 
fay at prcfent, ' 

TJpop the whole, *^s ^aaifcflljr X)buoiift 
that all ^ft^blifliied c|ii|fx:b€;s, tjiew^^edas 
welLas f9p^f)yjs, |iftv^ 4cgie|d .tWU^ pf 

private jpdg^pfi^ tp^ tl^^V^ meB5^i>ei:f : A^d 
' If epguirc4 into, 'twill ,be ^ot^^d ^il^e^ife th^t 
911 fynods aqd rouncils |}ave determiiied at adl 
tim^s .agaipft the^lowance^ t^is ri^t; 41^ 
have cenfured and «a)4eapn^ every Vft^n, who 
has been known to ma|^ ufe of it, contrary to 
the judgment of anfeftai^Iiihed qhurch :.ls'^ay, 
'twill be fouod, upon eaian^oation, that evea 
inaipy of thofe who have contended for U, hit^e 

have 



have afterwards given h up, and dlfclaimed if,^ 
and fodbetimes have wrote and afled violently 
againd it. So prevalent Is the force of tn»th— 
or fomething elfe. 

1 come now to coolidcr rhtfitcranuntal uji\ 
Which was made for the farther fecuring our 
rcdefiaflical conftitution, when we had the aid 
and affiilance of Chrift's commiffioned oficer, 
the civil magidrate : And I doubt Rot but hi^ 
)ordlh!p*s account of that will ba fbikidi equal- 
ly repugnant to truths with hU Mcoufit of ttxe 
. reformatloa. 

Ai to what \% fald about proftitutiog an !a- 

fiitution of our blefled Lord'a to a purpofe of 

ihif world, which w^s ordained, folely to s 

purpofe of another ; I tblnkt rnnnnd Sir^ U 

has Kkewife no place ia the prefent debate ; 

Nor if it had, I cannot fee It will anfwer any 

purpofe of his lordftip^s in that part of the 

argument I am about to refute: For admit* 

ting fuch an a^ of parliament as the te/l a^ is, 

'to be a proftrtution of a law of Chrift j I be- 

' Jieve his lordftitp wiU cfot deny but the le^ 

giflators at that time, mighi; pafs fuch a 

law: Nor can I fee that hb lordfhtp his 

; proved they could not enaS it for one of the 

4Mnirf ends Dr» Sb.rkck has aiffigtied, iinidV 

to 
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not, by ^xsj pdvoer of his lord/hip's, at all ia- 
<ltience eftabllihcd cBurches. To be a chrif- 
tian, his lordftilp will find to be one thing, and 
to be a member of an eAabHflied cburch, ano- 
ther j arid fometimcs, another v^ry diffeteni 
from even the poffiKUty of being a chriftiaa. 

However unchriftiati therefore perfecnrJoQ 
inay be in itfelf, yet Vi^hen 'tis thought neceflary 
by an eftabHftimcnt for felf-defence ; or how- 
ever profane, the prdffitnting an inftitution 
^fteemed by all diwftiaos the moft facred: 
Yet when Chrift's temporal ificcgWents fee 
either or both of thefe neceflary, for the felf- 
^efence, or pleafure, of his fpirtiual vice^c- 
i^nts ; ^ey become commendable, and fit tit 
be defended by f«ch great men as the worthy 
dean biChicheJIer* has ftievira hiinfelf through-! 
^ out the pWfent contr^verfy. 

I confefs while I was writing the above, 1 
was not. fo folly fatiified in y6tSr proof of the 
commiffion'C3hrifl has given to bis fpiritasd 
viccgereiitt, atjd. temporal vice^crchts, to make 
mw laws vfo feemingly contr^dSSbory to his 
own : fiut as I doubt iiot of ^ur capacity, to 
make that appear, I ihall proceed in^jofiifykitg 
whatever fiiall bedt>ne by foch commiffibnersw 



* I>v.' Sberl^kf late bUhop of Undon. 
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I Aall D»t revnend Sir^ confiddr the oecef* . 
fity of av/V pinaltiis od acco\iqc of >77^^ differ- 
caces ia religioa ; whereby all m&a may fee 
the uareafoaabienefs of repeJiUog any law, 
vrhicb enads any fuch penahy ; I meaiEi the 
tinreafoaablenefs at priejeai of repealing- tbi; 

To prove the necefity of fiidi penal laws^ 
f need only call them felf-dffence^ (as the ju- 
idicious Dr* Sherlock has done ;) and 'twill be 
fufficient. Every man has fo feeliqg a fenfe of 
fclf-defence, that 'twill juftiify the knocking a 
heretic or fchifmatic on the head, as icafily a« 
the excluding him from an office : And there- 
fore our di/Tenters, inftead of complaining of 
the moieraie penalties now laid upon them, 
<fhould thank God our apprehenfions of felf- 
defence have not made itneceflary to imprifoa 
or murder them. For what may'nt we fear ' 
from thofe wicked people, who will aot'fabmit 
to Chrifi's cbmmiffioned vic^ereBts, if they 
Aouid get power, and fancy themfekes vice- 
•gerents too, and go on to fancy, that for their 
felf- defence they might perfecutc us, who 
would then neceflatily dlflei^ from their new 
laws, becailife we zx^ fare we arc now la the 

right, 

4 The 



Thcobjeaioa againft force bciog a proper 
means of perruafioo, we readily admit. Biit 
then this ob^cftion is fo far from condemning, 
that it approves our pradice* For as oar 
defign is felf defence, it mail be allowed it is 
very likely to prevent perfuafion ; and tlsere- 
fdre very likely to prevent any heretic's or 
fchifmatic's return to the chorch, who gene- 
rally are fond of truth and convifUon, and 
who, as I have obferved before, if in the church 
might make mad work. I own the cafe of 
thofe men may fcem very hard to all who have 
oot a due regard to the felfdefence of the 
church ; but that duly conCdered will dear 
up all dUEculties. For at the fame time that 
we (hut fchifmatics out of the church, and 
punifti them for their being fo, and ufe the 
moft probable nvcans of keeping them out ; 
we weigh what dangers might accrue to the 
church, and for her felf-defence only we thus 
punifh fuch malignants. 

*Tis to be prcfumed that a very reverend 
prelate had well pondered this fcheme <^ 
church-felf defence, when, inftead of confent- 
ing to the repeal of any of her fecurities^ he 
would have guarded her by new penalties, from 
Cuffcring any of her members to innovate even 
in the moft fpeculative points. He donbtlefs 

well 
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-iwell cpnficlered ho.w much the peace of the 
€ihurch depended lyxMi curbing the unbounded 
«fe of reafoQ j and therefore gravely and wifely 
propofed to flop all enquiry, rfiereby to fecure 
her quiet .and repofe. 

'In lbort,r/v^^«^S/V, all penalties, mgativi 
or p^/v^, If ufed for the good of the church, 
Zft proper means, and iit -to be ufcd. By 
them we keep all the offices, and confequently 
dll the incomes, of the church, in the hands of 
good churchmen i that Is, of men who know 
how to value them : Thereby we keep -good 
churchnTen in the (late; that is, thofe in tt, 
who augnient rather than decreafe our pow«F^ 
And thereby^ in way of felf-defence, all the 
t>IefGng3<>f this .world are equitably taken out 
of the hands of others, and fecured to thofe 
/.of the church. 

I know this laft method of denyingto others 
the fame fights with us churchmen, and which, 
^8 you fay, is only a negative dtfcouragement^ 
has been ridiculed by our adverfaries as impo- 
litic; and I have lately feen a paper,* (whofe 
continuance mayprovefatal to the church; as 
jt encourages .what the church has always 
xaolt difcouragcd, yr^Mi/«^/»^ and free en* 

* The Frce-thinkcr, Dec. 22, 1718. 
\:OL. IIL E qtjiry;) 
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qui»y ;) which has affcrrcd this haff-ferfecuthn 
to be the heiglt of folly ; and has proved that if 
that be juflifiable, the hqufiticn is more fo. 
To which I reply ; that all peifecution, as I 
have proved before, is allowed to be joflifiabic, 
If thought neceffary for the felf-dtfencc of the 
church. At prefent modtrnti penalties arc 
thought fufficieut \ at kaift no more can be 
obtained from the aidgrs an<i affijim^ the civil 
powers : But if we (hould fee daDger encreafc^ 
(and our enemies cannot deny but we fee 
danger, at leaft as fodn as it appears,) the 
clergy are a watchful 'guar<!l, and would fooa 
give the alarm ; and, if they had intereft e- 
oough with the roagiftrate, would not fail to 
augment* their fecuriiies, and carry on their 
felf-defence, till they ftiould not be upbraided 
with doing things by halves. 

To prove this, I need but mention the con- 
d'ttft of a vigilant churchman even while onr 
hion fits in tdars, and power is kept too much 
but of pur hands. No fooncr did he hear erf" 
the fpreading of laiitudinarianifm, by condema* 
ing the ahvfe of conffjfiom of faith ; but he pub- 
lifties a letter* to prohibit the author preach- 
- ing in any of the French pulpits : He has 

* Sec this Utur in Mr, Refz account of French 
perfccuticn , aipemfix* 

'not 



iC^i/ Orthodox* jfejiw. 99 

fi0t recourfc to the hw method of reafoo aoi 
argument ; but exerts aachoricy, aad gaiot 
the heretic. And we have fceu, but a few 
days fince, ihe fame great man's care for cur 
tncjl briyfaitb^ and for the fioa and qma of the 
churchy in a dreular IttUr to bis imumtents : 
Wl.i:b being ^rit with fiogukyr pcr^dcutiy, I 
refer the reader 10 it. 

So thtt thofe who tofttk oar kakfi aiay fee 
ft^m beftce, aad othct inftaticca I might bring; 
that) if «re had fdBciiBiic aiiihorit)r* tlMy might 
liave lefs reafon to fncer at our forbearance. 
The diJTobediefit of etery kiod iimiU Hbea fed 
«he full force of ^If-defettce ; and be taught; 
more modcfty than to think diiieremly from, 
ivhat h cftaWiftied. For though twr^optaioos 
can never l)e hwrtfal in tfaemfeivcs to any fb- 
<iety;yct ta the churA they are equally pa« 
TiifliaUe wiih the vileft praAioes ; as shef 
betray an oppofition ta the j«dgmait te the 
'detenmned fenfe of the cfamieh, apd tlieiiebgr 
bring 4^er nUiboritf iiao queftioci ; v4ii<:h» next 
iier weaUb^ is the great thiiag to be contended 
for. 

V#u fefi^ rmerend Sir^ the many re^fooa 

tluefe are to coDtiBuiB the lain^s now in force 

agliaft difiant^s : Hmt MGeOarjy thi^ w^ for 

E2 the 
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the fc If' defence and fecurity of all that's rain- 
able io the charch ; and the'imninent dangers 
it would be expofed to, if tfaefe laws were 
repealed. DiflTenters would tbeo be tfaoaght 
as honeft as cfatiFchmeii} and as capable of 
places of profit and truft ; and thereby a li- 
berty be given to all men to thiak ditkpcnilj 
from the judgment of oar ecclefiaftical confti- 
tution, without thdr fear of loiing any thing by 
it ; and how many doArines and pra^ices of 
our church may then be departed from, let 
every true churchman think of with horror. 

We believed indeed, that the old.fubfiantial 
reafon that it is net now tbi time^ would have 
:prevented even th^ attempt of a repeal ; but 
ifeeiog that has not had its ufual weight, but 
4he bill is gone through one houfe, I have 
thought it neceilary to urge all tht other ar- 
guments that can be urged to binder its fuc- 
.cefsinthe houfe of^comnKins; and I doubt 
not of your thanks and the thanks of all 
fiaunch churchmen, fuitable tomy fervice. 

Perhaps that part of my letter about the 
facramental teji may be thought needlefs, as 
the claufe^as rejedled in the upper houfe, 
which related to it: But though nothing 
Ihould be attempted farther ia lu repeal, I 
V thought 
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thought proper to prefs the arguments on its 
'fide, 83 far as I eould, that all perfons may fee 
how weU the topic of fclf- defence will bear 
out any eftablifbed church, in whatever it (hall 
4o for that end. 

But let usfuppofe, that other reafons (hould 
prevail with fome in the houfe of cotnmons, 
and that not only the claufe relating to the 
facramental tji-t but even another claufe of the' 
moft extenfive nature, (hould be admitted 
into the bill \ what dreadful outcries might 
we not raife ! That yoii may the better Judge 
of what I mean, I (hall infert the claufe as 'tis 
handed about in print. 

« TTT THERE AS In a late aft made 
«c VV primo GuL & Ma. for exempting 
« their majcfties proteftant diffenting fubjefts 
«« from fevcral penalties, '£5f^. there are feveral 
«< reftriftions and limitations, whereby divers 
«« of his majefties peaceable and good fobjcfts 
'< are left uncapable of the benefit of the faid 
«< exemption : Therefore for the eafe and 
« quieting the minds of all fuch his majefty's 
«« good proteftant fubjefls, be if cnafted, i^e. 
" that every onewho (hall, inftead oi" the feveral 
** fubfcriplions and declarations therein rc- 
** quired, declare and fubfcribe his unfeigned 
E 3 ** affent 
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*' aileitt to, atkl belief of^ the bdy cbriftitm 
** religion, jis contaioed ia the feriptares eC 
** the «A/ ADd ;7nt; teftamenr^ aod of the cfad^ 
•* commonlj called ihc ep^Us treed^ and (ball 
** alfo cake the oath, i^c and fnake the decU* 
*' ration agaloft popery, in the ftid aft requir- 
*' ed s fiuU kave the full benefit of all the fa'd 
*^ exemptions by that aft intended, in the fame 
*^ manqer as if he had performed all the con- 

'* diuon« and qualifications by that aft hither* 
^ to required ; any thing in the fald aft or in 
*^ any other afts to the contrary in any wife 
'*• notiviihflaading. 

Yoo cannot but fee to what a dreadftil ftate 
ve muft be reduced, ihottldfuch danfes obtaio.^ 
Tiie cburcb ivould, t^ the repeal of t^ tefi^ 
be kfc much «ore tu)^narded» thati jby the 
repeal of the suafional^xAfihifin aifts) b^nfc 
maiqr «of tbe fchlfoiatics^ baving tpo much 
Jitmni oonfciebce, will ftill be Icept out if the 
JattercbtabMf rather than proflitote an inftl- 
tn^oQ of Cbrifl'^ to the purpofes we have 
appointed : But by the removal of the teft^ 
4uid ihe admii&on of the ofbfr daufe, our 
church ^will be Ui laid open, that cbrijltanity 
alone will be made the left. There will then 
ibe an end of the power KXfomi over the con- 
fcienoes of others ; and men Willlx led to form 
their .judgments, only by the laws of the gofr 
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pd, aod \kt motiveB of soother wor)d. If fqch 
peroicip9s (Jaufes Qioi|)d be ep^Aed, tjbe dtf^ 
lurber^ of the cburch*s rep^fe would. |iaye no 
cihj&r reAi^atDt, bat Ac precept^ of chi'iftjaiwf y; 
and all oQiformity to fcDttmeot would be ab^^* 
lifhed, but yhat arif^ frQm /'^i^/A, and zjincn 
fnqairja&cr it. By th^fe and a few fuch 
4XieaQs> chri(Uaoity would be reduced to the 
.|;axi4it/QU) in which Chnil left It ; and all the 
ipafiy, and frjequently contrary, decifions of 
th^ church io all age? given up to the anerrinp^ 
lleciiions of Chri0^ of which then ^very man 
ivill bf allowed to judge fgr himfelf, and not 
t^e chufcb fox him. Chrill's fpiritual vice- 

Le^ the melancl^olly coniTderation of thtfc 
things, bring yoo» nverend iii£lor^ from yoot 
feat at EatM\ and make you fufpend your ar« 
40US ppplicatiop to tbe clajjus for a while^ ta 
attend th|& finking caufe of tlie church. I 
might ^larni you and others on this occafioo» 
in ypjur own path^etic manj^r, awake, ye 
Snapes! ye Sheflpcksf ye Canons! ye ct^ 
iiiera\i ot the coflmittee ! Are ye ail afleep 
E 4 when 
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when ]roor honbnr and yonr darling fchetnr 
of church-power is at Aake T Is there none di 
your ftaternFty that biiive capacity^ hifure or 
inclination for this ncceflary worlc ? For fliame^ 
let us not fit {W\\\ but let all tongues and'aH 
pens be employed in the honel! purpofe of 
/'// defence ; We know alfthingy are lawful. If 
expedient for the welfare of the church : Let 
fome of us' therefore caft calumnies on thb 
.great author of this mifchief, that eneihy of 
our power, and aflerter ofthe liberties of mao'- 
kind : Let us endeavour to make him appear 
foleninly perjured'; as injuring the chftrader of 
our Lord and SavioiTf ; and" as deftroying all 
the common notions of right and wrong, if 
they happen to fhind in the wajT; or elfe Idt 
us exhibit him to the populace, as a whinin'g, 
complaining, low and' tedious Writer, fit only 
to ni^ke women and children weep ; or elfe as^ 
artful cunning and prevaricating; and all this, 
only ya order to advance his own worldly ia^ 
tereft and advantage* 

Let us not be weary in well-doing ; but let- 
ns go on clamouring for the church, and re* 
proaching all we didike as enemies to it. Let 
us talk loudly of fecret diefigns among the dif- 
fenters ; reprefent them all as fchifmatics ; and 
all fchifmatics in a ftare of damnation ; and 

ihett 
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then "when we have fhut theoa out of God's 
favour, 'twill not. be difficult to make them 
hated by men. 

Above all, let the pulpits ring, on the great 
-aoniverfary of this month, of the mifchief 
perpetrated in the times of confufioni let us 
charge it all on the dlHenters, and on any part 
of them that we would have appear moft odi- 
ous ; and let us charge it upon them, not as 
-accidentally done'by them» or as. provoked to 
it by any ill ufages but as neceflarily flowing 
from their principles ; which we cannot then 
render too monftrous : Charge them as hattujg 
all government; as enemies to all chriftians» 
but thofe of their own party ; but. efpecially 
charge them with an hereditary averiion to 
^ every individual of the church of England. 

By thefe and the like rnean^ the populace 
may. be wrought up to madnefs; and we 
know what efle^ls their madnefs produced 
ia the \2xepi0ui queen's time, the great tem- 
poral vicej;erent of Chrift ; and what deva* 
Aatiobs followed all over, the kingdoms; 
till at laft (he was fo eplightened as to pare 
with her minifiry. But of that I need fay.no 
more; it being frefii in every one's memory. 
I«et QS CQPifort and encourage ottifeives in 
E 5 the 
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bill ihodid BOW pafs prc^cfidnl f^onrmtflti* 
iloiis hopes, we know not wkut ^bas^^K we 
nay be able to efe{l : At leaft if we are o^t 
able to work trpon 'the litfllcxtble tenpcr of 
the prefoit temponll -v kcg grcirt, we *ftdl*by 
tbete goJly methods ksre the [AeaJbre ^»eia* 
'barraffiag and per]^lexiQg4iis affairs^ «^€ did 
tfadfe <tf ilk predeceSbr^ui^'^WAnw. 

You fee* rmfmnd 9ir^ I *1mvc ddtie ^1 fHat 
trap ^ expeQ:edfromaivMr;«frftfifn[ilif.; 'I'hftvr 
d^eotfctf, 0poa -yom <p#hiei^Cy liw divhie 
^trihomy of oor <fIhibRiM'4aMRch,^asaftitkKl 
lyGhrfft's co«mMBogtgB4itef<iiiliMagifliiiii3» 
;d 'aid aod aUBOtace H(tf <Ub %imoai TioK- 
gerems/tfae clergy. I 'have^iiiiNc^d?^ iiie^ 
ceffiry 4{ ^fuhwSSiott'to^diA ^tiugBUMs xoftm 
the fame principles ; and have iliewft that tbefer 
conHDnCeBcrs ««( (Chtift ow^ tmakL uk^ any 
tteaas, however uaehtttia*, jor wptopf dtc> 
lecttre {fi^h^«AibK8metfts 4md may AnM^ 
-yrhiki penalties Hiey pkik ^m aU>*di<itattr» 
%<m'\ty ^rpc^kHy-if they^apprek^ it iMtc£- 
-iaryfor ihirir^lMcfeme : QPooAiiangtlimrthis 
itfgtitiKftt,! b^e lliewn^.'«air:tliC:fK(Aice 
^f ilktbl»rel»ei, the ^iwfonDcd.ttaiweU its i^pow 
pMb, wkeDevcr they bafeoat wKf^^mc MittmghM 
;l ^preper ' finr »thtir 4elf<d(&Mr; oAad ?kivel 
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kfllji added wJiat advice I think proper to be 
taken in the prefent jian£lure, drawn from 
my obfervatioos on the praflice of all tru$ 
churchmen. 

I have only to reqneft of you and our bre« 
tbren of influence, in return for thefe my la- 
boursy that, for the benefit of my bookfeller, 
you would recommend this fmall trad to all 
young clergymen and others, who preach 
charityfirm^ns in the city of Lwdm and parts 
adjacent, as containing proper hints for fucfa 
compofures. Which will net only forward 
that laudable defign \ but will much oblige 

Riunnd SIRy 

Tour bunibhjirvantf 
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greater ^tfv«#rv«lmitl'have <v<r di^ 
covered ia-yoofOQ «fi7.(Hb<»r account* 
"You >tell me, thacToci baveaffiuywoes^fe^nB 
ttttoy ID yoiir parts, ^wkdfe ittt9%4Roeri^^ry 
^goody fkat-^beM^is.GcrtaaalyA^liga «ii?fppr, 
'Mieogft^ibc r/^i&/ rtmrinif0$hem of^Q^^ cJmch^ 
««of>f ocwre ffom. the €J«i/i^i«ii^i[Qr, . f^c|r ^t'r^&t^ 

jly.jnitA^pp.to tbe i^f^io//;, wl^icb bave beeo 
<#f.laie revivodiCMoeuHflg. thi^Joffri^^Qf jhe 

* Tbat.tUs fra^^vaA written by bShop H^aJfy^ 
|ke judtcioas w^l fee from rhe ilyle, 4H4d*4iHuia«r of 
pbivnamg^ peealtar*io^t^e-4iihap: <«and)l««U,^rft 
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trimtj. Upon which, you expoftulate witb 
an antifaal warmth : Yon deelare the frdf^ 
Jiant caufi^ (con(idere<i as diftinft from the 
fopijb;) to be left defiitnte of all fupport ; and 
you coadade, ac kft, Tell it not in Gatb, pri* 
lijb it not in thijlruts of Afcalon. 

I do not at all wonder, that yon abound 
in thofe parts with all fach reports kodJoritSf 
as carry any reflexion along with them upon 
the protejlant caufe. Yon are ihere^ perfciSIy 
furrounded with thofe^ whofe bufined it is to 
invent, propagate, and improve, every thing of 
that fort : As we have mnltftndes aiboQC tbb 
great eitj^ to help forward the fame work ; and 
to diftraA the minds of men .from feeing or 
improving the preient glorbus view of pQblic 
happinefs, which God bath wonderfully placed 
.before our eyes. Nor do I wonder that you, 
being perfoaded of the truth of the repinrtj 
ihould grow warm within at the naeafy 
thought of fnch a procedure \ beeaufe I know 
you to be a follower ofChri^, and not of any 
mafler upon earth; and a frote/lant entirely 
upon that avowed principte of jroteftant^y 
v/«;jthat all men have a right to confultjhe 
. Scriptures, as the rule of their own faith and 
fra^ue : Which I have beard you often affirm 
tb^ tanmt b^ unkfs a perfea liberty be left for 
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debating their true fehfe) in ;all points^^ and at 
^all times 'eqoally. 

.But you Will exciife me, if I do not expreis 
tlie (ame warmth of concern, upon the fame 
occafion i when I tell you that I am fafar from 
believing the truth of the report^ that I cannot 
Iielp being confident that it is one of thoie^ nu« 
. merotts inventions^ with which our popijh ad* 
veffaries are continually at this time loading 
our eavfe^ and keeping up the J^irtts of all in 
their inttreji : which, I mud tell you, woal(i 
not be at the heighth they now are at, wittv- 
out the grcateft art and management* 

Can I poiSbly admit it into my thoughts^ 
that my krds the UJhops^ than whom no mens 
upon that bench^. &nct the reformation j ever 
more thoroughly underAood the cau/e oireG^ 
gion ; or ftrenuoufly oppofed every degree of 

^popery and anticbrijiianifm r Can I ever believe 
that perfons of fuch underftanding, and fuch 
integrity, can poffibly be cmbark'd in fuch a 
defign, which muft in efFcft deftroy the weight 
of all their own arguments againft the church of 
Ro'me\ and not only weaken, but root up the 

, foundation o£ the reformation^ itfiif ? Far be it 
from me, to. entertain even the. fufpieicn of it. 
Their lordjhips under ftand the ^r(?«ffrf5 of ^r^- 
trflantifm too well, to think of fuch methods^ 

And 
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'And the imdeniable candtnctofhchargumeafM^ 
as we have often difcourfed orer, is too clear 
to them, I verily believe, ever to permit them 
to attempt the remedy of any tmagioed rvit 
confequences^ at the expence of the ckri^an 
iaufe itfelfi 

Jf, when we write ajgafnft the papijls, it be 
true, that points^ tho* fettled bjf all ecclefiaflicat 
^uihon'ty, may and ought to be freefy difciifled 
and debated : (hall it not be trtie^ when tv0 
ourfelves are concerned ? 

If we ace glad, ia aK iuir ddmss ^hh th^mf 
to fly to the Serif tuns ^ and to declare thtm to 
h^ ^ *uU o(fiu4h : SbaU fee noi permi'that 
iEi#r/y lo4dioihe«ii M4¥^^^^c^aa.Qafyxl»ii9f 
as it i64be ^c^mmw jrigii />f aU titifihnsy fod 
not as any ibiog appropriace4 ip oaidUxres 2 

If 4he ScfSpiw^s be 4ie nui^ of my fau^^ 
Indeed and not in xirocds only : fiow^can k ,be 
fof if I be-not to judge for my^If, what i$ in Jit, 
and what is not ? For, if tbe diUrmnfiims of 
others, are to bind me np,.or tie me down, to 
fucfa a particuiar interpreMioni «hen, it Js not 
the ScrtpttH^^ which is the rule of jp^yfauAi 
bat thofe deUrminatiom of others. 

7i 
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U thd Scripi9tr£ be the rtdi pf fiiih^ and 
. upon tbb very accoaot, ao a^tal coafluprly 
CO be made to it ; How ciQ tbk be isi»t \t 
^/tbatts and enquiries are fapprefled i- 

If it be tbe rule offaitb^ it muft be fo equal- 
ly in a// points. If not in ail points ; then in 
fi0 point. And, if in all\ how can any one or 
more points be excepted, without giving op 
the whole ? or declaring, that it (hall be o^ 
rule or not our ruUi as we think fit i 

If we be not infallible in alt things ; we are 
©ot in/aWlle in any 9ne. And fo reciprocntly, 
' jf in any w\ then are we squatty iafalKbie hi 
all. But infaUihiliiy M laughed out of counte** 
lliaffpc, to aH<>nr4iIppt«'wijJti vlb« Sjlfi^fijli^ 
Jfow ig U Pfl<5t)l^ Xi^^^f. *> es^c^ff R9y pf^ 
^'WrAr, ^ ^jiy^, .wt pf i^e f^p^bfr^ WMM' 
recorrmg to ibl^ iBf«Ui{)ility^ which sve fo 
juAly explode? cat it po^ibiy Inp 9^jine4> 
that, tfao* we are not infallible m ^U our de- 
cifiooss yet in ibis we are: aad therefore 
ordaiOt that no farther light, x:aos or iball> 
i>reak in upcm as ? 

If we be not infallible^ we may i^r. If we may 
grri we may err in all poia:s, equally. MjmmM 

points;. 
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poiot ; then io any cm particular point* Ao<f 
fo, if we allow debates, and enquiries* in any ; 
there is no remedy : We are obliged, in eon- 
fcieoce, to albw them hi all. 

If the "whole proiefiant caufe be (b entirely 
built upon this, that it would never have fub- 
£fted in the world, but by calling all pri^aie 
j>erfons to the Scriptures themCelves ; and per- 
. fuading them to labour after a right under* 
ftanding of them : How can this iame iau/e 
poffibly be defended^ without the fame allow- 
ance in tf// cafes equal ly, of an appeal to ibenit 
about the true meaning of the {zmt Scriptwis I 
Or, was that nuthsil only a fort of fcajildhg in 
nSgUn 9 to be pnlied down again, as foon as 
ihtfahric was ereAed to oar mind i 

If the Scripture be the ruh of faitby in all 
things ; then, all cbrsjiians have a right to 
confult and debate about the trtie meaning of 
this rule J in anf particular point. And, if fo; 
then, what is it to except any particular point 
out of the number \ and to declare that, about 
thisf there ihall be no farther debates^ but ail 
ihall acquiefce in the fittlcdinurpntation of the 
texts ihn relate to it: What, is this, I fay, 
but to fay that the Scripture is not the rale of 
faith to private perfons in this particular 
point i 

If 
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If it be conAamlj abje£led agaiaft the Rff^ 
manljis^ as the ^reateft evil, that they (hut up 
the Scriptures froqi their pifipU ; ^nd only di(h 
out to them (uch do^rinfit a$ themfeives pleafe : 
How (hall wee^tx J)e able to object this again^ 
or to iDgft upon the wickedQefs of it \ if w^ 
oarfelves, as ^o this me point, do the very 
fame I I fay, tht very fame, for, what is it to 
fupprefs all debates about the true meaning of 
the /^x/5, rrelatiog to one ariUU% but, in truth, 
%Qflmt up chofe particular texts\ as c^fTefhially^ 
:as if they were not In being ? And what is tt 
Xojhut up any particular texts^ but to declare 
in effect that we have a right to (hut up all^ 
ivhcnever we (ee fit ? . 



Whai texts of Scripture are in words pro- 
|>ofed to us, with fuch a particular interpreta- 
tion afBxed to them ; and fuch a particular 
do^rine deduced from them ; and no allowance 
£or debates about them : Can they be faid, any 
more properly^ to be texts of Scripture for our 
ufe ; than if thefe interpretations , or do^rines^ 
<were.given out to us, mthont them? And^ da 
•not the werds of Scripture^ in this method^ 
become only ^fcrm^ for decency and ceremony . 
lake? 

If 



. If the papl/!s decree you (hall not debate 
the meaning of thofe words, fhis is my h'dj\ 
tut take them according to the dettrminatmt 
of their churchy to fignify a change into Cbriji'i 
raturalbody^ without any farther trqmries\ 
land \\\tproteftants declare this to he uncbri/iian 
and unwarrantMe; With what grace caa they 
themfclves afterwards decree, that tho' this be 
io unchriftiaD, in thi$ poidt, or any other that 
^irc oiirfelvcs da aol admit j yct^io the dtf^rine 
of the /W«;/;,"it is very joft, aad right, and 
very chrifti*a» to ordain^ that no one fliaU 
Jifpote about any particular uxt relating to 
4hU 5 cither, whether it be found in any manw 
kripf ; ovf fuppofrng it genuine, what is the 
true meaning of it i Let the things be placed 
together in the light oi comparifon -^ And then, 
tiet ihc d^emiu of frsceAire be fotttfi Ml, if 
^fiibtet 

Is iiiruih^Otfarjhnd.^t defireto preferve? 
tf it be /ra'rA ; it ftands trot in weed of fucti 
methods, tifaljbood, it ought not to be taken 
^are -of. 

\iM4ruth,xstfnllh69d,^t defire to goard 
iigaiafti Vifklftf6cd% this i»Je/*Ai is rather )ikely 
'<t) %alK it Jprfs iwc truths when it Is odt pcr- 
^nittcd to fhew itfelf. If truth ; then wc 
are felf-condemncd. Or rather, remove all 

debates i 
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d bates \ and truth znd fal/tood^ are only fo 
m^ny /)liMes put together, fjgnifying aomoFC 
thaa ejiablijhed^ and not ejiablijhed. 

If k be faid, that it is reafonable tp fuppofe 
juch points M^ell fettled after fo many years 
jX)flefliod ; i\itpapiJlsmvSi have the advantage, 
in this argument ; who have fo much greater 
Jengtb of iimei to juflify their moft abfurd 
4iHets : befides tba't they muft be llow, true or 
yi?^, juA what they fc;/r^ at the beginning of 
the refirmidion^ >fchen they were fettled : uh- 
lefs /'Wean alter thofe/i(;9 properties; or tura 
falFslle men into infailible. It is allowed 
that no one interpretation of any text^ or doc«- 
trine drawa from it, cad be fettled hfaliibfy^ 
And thepefore, whatever it be, it mayje falfe ; 
and therefore, it is always <ertain, it may and 
ought to be examined. Efpecially, this muft 
hold good in zW points of k nice and extraordi- 
fiary nature^ fettled all at once, before there 
could be opportunity for exad 4uid difiufive 
'tnquirUs. 

Is It all 'it Ikft to be lte^o^B'ea Itxcpeace^ iTnti 
-quUt? This rttlidvc^ iruih or fa/Jhotf J, out of 
the jue/li(fh. And, if this be a gdodi argument 
for^ivil SH/couragemMSf and prohibitions'^ thea 
tlcflei be the ^^w^/w^jHvhich moft effeftually 
Iceepb all thrn|s quietl and HefTcd be Yhat 

Jiupidity 
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Jlupiiitj and ignorance^ which flonriflicth under 
fiich difclplinfi. JLec us recall tbefe into, the 
;ivorld : and all will be as iilent, as dejolathn 
itfelf. But, indeed, we know how to give a- 
fubjiantial anfwer to this, when the papi/is urge 
this. We can reply to tbem^ *« This is a felfe 
** notion of the peau ci ^hc ^burch^ whic^ 
«*.confifts not In the unity s>i jprofejjion^ but the 
^ unity of afftZlion. God requires of us, to 
•* fearch into his truths : and we arc to b© 
'* judged at lafl:, by our own judgments. W^ 
«* have a rtght to be borne with, in our difFe- 
** rcnces of opinion from one another. For 
**-thc roent\ we Jeave 4t to Cod. JBut wp 
** think nothing can prefervc a true peacf^ but 
♦* the allowance of mutual debates 5 and th^ 
'«* exercife of mutual forbearance. This ends ia 
•* charity. The other method^ befides ihe 
♦•.making /ri//Z> and /tf^W, and a]l reUginKs 
** ecjual, promotes peaae only "by promoting 
♦* ignorance^ and xonfults quiet^ at beft, no 
^ otherwife, than as the dellroying all civil 
** //*^r/y, prevents tumults. The remedy^ bc- 
** fides the /caudal to religion, is worfc than 
** the de/ea/i. Nay, it is but a partial unequal 
** remedy. It could not preveut the reformat 
** /w», (which was .a terrible breach of jhe 
** peace of the churchy in the Romanijis opi- 
f'nionj) nor mapy other lefler efforts. It 

« falls 
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*^ falls hard upon none, but fuch honed fouls 
*< as will ftill dare to fpeak what they think 
^^ truth and right. But it is a glorious advan- 
<< tage to all, who are more coucerned about 
" prefenmnts^ than about trut rtligiou.*' 

This, and much more, can Wi fay, when 
the papi/ts predude us fron^ all nligidus Moiety 
under the poor pretence of peaa aud fuiit,^ 
Let OS apply this to ourfdves, in God's name : 
or, let us give iip our caufe : which muft have 
funk in its very infancy, if this ^^umfs/'had 
been good i& itfelf ^ or thought good by us. 

How much more might be added ? And, 
c^n yon poflibly imagine, that my lords the 
bijhops^ who have the cleareft view of what is 
€>f importance to the protejiant caufe \ and, 
what is more, who are truly chrlftlans^ not to 
be moyed to promote truth itfclf by any mc* 
thpd, which Chrift himfelf never pointed out 
to them : Can you poiEbly think, tl)at fuch 
men; proteflantsy and chrijiians^ with that 
vifierabh good man at their head, whofe life 
tia(h been worn away by his unwearied zeal 
•for the protfjiant caufe '^ will ever coiifent, 
either to give to popery, in any one point, x 
frefti ftrength, by inculcating an ttnplUite fatih; 
tM^ tq recede one ftep from the^ir/Vof that 
VOL. ni. F gofpel. 
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g9fpeLi by which they firmly expeft to he 
judged. 

No, my friend, I hope better things^ T be- 
lieve better things: I am confident of beHer 
things. My krds the bijbops are as fenfibki a$ 
any mea livingt 

« That the proteffemt eaufe muft fuffcr ex* 
^< ceedingiy in the world ; ^hen it is fiili ob- 
•* fenred that their main and boqfted principle^ 
*< is maintained and celebrated by them, only 
*^ when they are writing againft^ popery i but 
'* upon any other occafion, is utterly forfaken 
«* and forgot by themfclves. They know per- 
«< fcftly well, 

•* That if we be not in/alltble, we zrtfalLbki 

•* That if we he fallible, we are fallible in 
*' all points ; 

^ " That if we be falUble in all points, wc 
*< cannot pofTibly claim an indifputable autho* 
** riiy in any \ 

" That if the Scripture be the rule oi faith \ 
•« it muft be fo, in all points, at all times, "to 
*• all perfons, equally. 

« That 
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*♦ That if it be fo ; it muft Ke open equally, 
^ at all times, to alt perfons^ to be enquired 
^^ into in all ^points* 

*'That, if debates be not allowed In any 
*' one, or more, particolar points, about the 
^tight/enfe (fit ; it is in thofe pnnis^fliut up^ 
*' as an inacceffibk arcanum. 

*^ That no anfwer can be given to the pa* 
^* fSJisj^ by thofe^ who, iaany inftances, or any 
••degree, deny that to others, which they 
<< themfelves claim from tbem^ as the common 
** rij^bt of cbrijiiansn 

** That any fort of indifputahle authority, 
^' call it what you pleafe, is the fame, in effeA, 
•* with abfolute infallibility ; and every degree 
** oi/ubmijjion to it, as fuch, is the very fame 
*• With implicite faith znd fubje^ioiu 

"* Thatthe peace of the church, in any good ' 
'* fenfe, can never come in compefitlon with 
** the common right of Cri/Hansiot their //*rr- 
*' p of debating points of religion : But, in a 
** true fenfe, is then at its heighth, and in its 
*• glory, when mutual forbearance flouriflicth 5 
"and not, when a profound fiknu is efta- 
«bliihcd. 

Fa «That 
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'" That all partm^ and all ptrfcns^ fee aad 
«« own this to be the truth of God^ when they 
<* thcmfclvcs are undermoft t And therefore, 
*« that they muft acknowledge it to be fo, 
«* when they are uppermoji* 

« That rtligUn^ and every thing relating to 
•• it, is a: matter of cboice\ and not olfiru. 

<« That the reformation was wholly founded 
** upon our common right to debate about' the 
^'/enfeof Scripture. 

" That the chriflian religion can approve 
« of no method of propag^ng triUbj, co»- 
** trary to this." 

. Thefe things, I fay, are perfeftly well 
known to my lords the bijhops. Arid that is 
enough to affure you, that your neighbours 
the pupijis have no reafoa to infuit you, upoo 
what you will, I truft, find to be a cakmny^ 
raifed, and propagated^ by their own firiendd* 

Believe me, their hrijhips have good fenfc, 
learning, integrity, zeal for the honour of 
chriAianity, as well as the proteAant caufe^ in 
a moft defirable degree. They are chrtfiians%, 
they are prote/lants\ they arc Britons i they 
•J ^ V arc 
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. are the fupporters of irut liberty : Which is 
but a word injift^ if the chief and moft defi-> 
rable liberty of a reafrnable creature, be either 
taken away, or broken in npon. And, there- 
fore, I fay, depend upon it, it is not concei?- 
able that men of fuch chara^ers, can efponfe 
9i4efign^ of which I will fay no more than I 
have already faid. 



lam^ 

Yeur fMflftntertfritni^ 

tind hkmlU fir^Hint. 
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TRUE CHURCHMAN'* 

REASONS 

For Repe^iQg the 

Corporation and Teft-Ads, &c * 

S I K> 

IN compRaoce wrrfc yowr rcqucft hi jovii^ 
of tlic'ijth inftam, I have under- 
wrktca given you my deliberate thought* 
en ow brethren the prorcftaQt dlfTeoterSy 
who, yott teH roe, are endeavouring now to 
obtain 9 repeal of the a<S!s above-mentioned, 
which I ihall give you with the utmo^ plain- 
Befs, freedoo), ^nd ii ocerity^ and as fully a* 
0y other affairs and this (hort leUcr will allo^iir 
mejadolti a&d as one that conflders, and 

♦ D.r, Hooi^fy, when biftep of ^ajjfiurjj ^ave 
the fnaoufcripc of this tra<5l to Dr. -^^very^ withr 
^is kavi^ t^ :pmh\iik or fuppjci$ it, as the dofibor 
thought fit. The ftile (hew» the biihop to be the 
author. 



xgo The Pillars of Priestcraft 

OBght to remember* thtt my advanced age 
will fooD bring me to give an account (among 
all my other anions) for what I now fay to 
yoOy and that before the moft righteous 
judge of the world. 

I need not fpend a great deal of time to 
remind yon of the narrow ^ews of thofe who 
got thofe a6ls pafs'd, nor of the dreadful 
confeqnences of the vile profanation of the 
higheft and mod facred infiitution of the only 
Son of God, and the only innocent Son of 
Man ; who commanded, that till he corned Jlo 
judge the world, it ihould be done (not as a 
qualification for a civil or military office) but 
in remembrance of him, and of what he did 
and fulTered for us : in which folemn remem- 
brance i$ neceflarily implied, and required of 
us, the ftrongeft love, the greateft gratitude, 
and the moft exaA obedience to our glorious 
Redeemer, and to all his commands, that we 
are capable of. Now, my friend, can you 
fiippofe that our great Lord and Saviour ever 
intended ihat this high and mofl folemn feafl 
\vith himfelf, (hould be. laid in common to 
his declared enemies, as well as to his pro- 
fefled friends. 

You tell me Judas^ that betrayed hlm,~ was 
one who received the facrament with the 

Dther 
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other (Eleven, which eleven were our Lord's 
profefs'd and real friends : I anfwer, I grant 
you that, and more, even fhat yudas at the 
fame time was known by our Lord^ (who, as 
be was God, kaew all things) to be his 
enemy. But it is plain, by the foKcitous 
examination that the difciples made of them- 
felves, upon our ^Lord's afluring them, that 
one of them would betray him ; that 'Judas 
Ifiariot was a profefTed lover of hrs Lord, 
whom he knew, by his aftonifhing miracles, 
by his holy life, and heavenly doftrines, was 
God and Man, and, in that capacity, came to 
pay a moft perfeA obedience for us to the 
laws of heaven, which the firft >/^tf/;7, and all 
his race then in him, had rebellioufly broken; 
and to lay down his life for all that ever had, 
did then, -or fhould thereafter believe on, 
and accept of him, as therr liege lord and 
fovereiga. In all probability, if Judas^s vil- 
lainy and faypocrify had been known to the 
eleven, (as it certainly was to our Lord) 
P///r and the reft would have endeavoured to 
have defeated his intention of betraying him: 
but then how would that prophefy of him be 
fulfilled, that his own profefTed and familiar 
friend ihould lift up his heel againft him? 
And how could his being betrayed by a pro- 
iefled friend be fuch a part of iiis humUi- 
F 6 ation 
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acioa fior ixs, as was before-baod t<dd ns vas 
to be a mark of his being dietroe Meffiah ^ 
Who^ thoagh fiis heel was to be bniifed bj 
the otd ferpeot, yet was he to break the 
deril's head or power, and fo glorionily and 
trionlphantly to deliver, by his life and deatb> 
all that believe on him, and accept of him as 
their king, out ci Satanfs kingdom) and ta 
rcftore them to the fayonr of €k)d, and put 
them into a much happier and fecurer ftate 
for ever, than they wonid hare been, if their 
firft father and common reprefentathre hac^ 
never joined with the apoflate angels in re- 
belling againft heaven. Though I do not 
believe that infinite wifdonr, power, and 
goodnefs, could ever be at a lofs to find one 
a way to fave a rebellbus world, (with a falvo 
to his own jnftice, which had declared, that 
man (hould die if he rebelled) yet imce .the 
ofiiended msyeliy of heaven thought £t to take 
this method, and to accept of aa equivalent,, 
that he might honourably fave us, I* cannot 
lielp believing that it was the beft way that 
even infinite and united wi(3om, power, and 
goodnefs, could contrive, moft expreOSve of 
his love to his enemies, wiio had once borne 
the image of their maker, and the moft likely 
method to mrn our fixed enmity of God *snto» 
love, admitatioo, and gratiinde* The Al- 
f mighty 



jb^hty himfdf feems to fpeak^huS when he* 

iays. What cwld I havi Ane more than J bavt 

dMi f Bat did an; ef the api»files of our Lord 

cv«r CBCOUvage or force opesijr profana 

fwearersi drunkards^ whoremongers, ]yar9, 

eoTetoQs perfons, (or idolaters) and the likc^ 

to partake of the facrament of the lord'^ 

fiipper. Are not 9Si fuch declared to be 

children of the devil f Do* not fuch as are 

fhns openly wicked carry the mark of the 

devil in their foreheadls ? And did eyer ChrifV, 

or his apoftUs, malce the table of the Lord 

the table of devils \ Did the gveatcft king 

that ever was on earth, the king di kings» 

ever make a law^ that if 'Juiat would nor 

partake with him of that his fopper, he (hould 

no longer bold bis office of tsreafurer ? No ! 

£ar from it; even Judas*% then eatii^.and 

drioking with our Lord and his difciples, 

were (in him) .voluntary aifiions, thouglr 

fiorefeen by the God that made him, and 

whom he betrayed: and having no Teft-aft 

to extenuate his cvime, bis wicked nefs wa»- 

the greater, in betraying his very beft frieod 

with a kifsi for he made the fame^Fofeflion 

ef love, gratitude, and obedieoce, that the 

eleven did. if you will but ferioufly and 

impartially confider this thing, I am iure 

yon will Gon^fide (as i haw done tfor many 

jeass) 
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years) that the proftitnting the moft foledn 
and facred ftipper of our Lord to fecure places 
of profit or honour, to thofe ix^ho, though 
ever fo notorioufly wicked, will (bycomply- 
ing with the faid a6l) intitle themfelves to 
be called church men, is a high affront to 
God, mid a foul blot upon any chriftiaa 
church that encourages fuch a corriiptioo, 
of which church I profefs myfelf an unworthy 
member: but one that mourns for all our 
imperfeAions, and would rejoice to fee all 
chriftian churches firmly eftabli(hed and floa- 
rifhj upon the doArine and pradices of the 
apofiles and prophets, Jefus Chrift himfelf 
(and no other) being the chief corner ftone. 
I hope our (lability will never depend on the 
|)roflitution of the moft facred inftitution of 
our Lord, to ferve fecular and unjuftifiable 
purpofes. But you fuggeft, that you believe 
the proteftant diflenters, in their prefent 
endeavours, (or at leaft many of them) are 
not fo much aiming at the honour of their 
and our great ^ord and mafter, and at re- 
moving this blemifti from our church, as at 
being capable of having civil and military 
offices. And you feem to fear, that if the 
king's hands (houtd be untied, and he (hould 
liave liberty to employ as officers proteftant 
difleaterS) as well as churchmen^ (as all ooir 

king$ 
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Uags ever, by the aforefeid afts, have Lad to 
•mploy a few of them Id the navy) tliat, ge« 
Bcrally fpeaking, they being (hi appearance 
at leaft) foberer men than the generality of 
our o£Scers that pafs for churchmen, by fe- 
ceimg the facrament as the faid Teft-afls 
reqaire, though they are feldom to be feen in 
a church at other times, it will put very great 
difficulties on many who are of our church : 
tbey muft either make great friends, and grow 
fober and diligent, which is not very agree- 
able to many of them, or they cannot get into 
an employment fo ea/iJy as they can, now 
there are fewer competitors; I have obferved 
(you fay) by many of us, who have liberty 
to employ what fervants we pleafe, that we 
choofe to trufl: a proteflant diflenter, that we 
are well alTured is an honeft, fober, diligent 
man, rather than one who canuot have fach 
a recommendation, though he tells us he is 
a true churchman : and they are frequently 
chofen as conflables, yea, as wardeas of our 
churches, or any other troublefome office, 
provided it has no profit attending it. 

To this I reply, that I will not anfwer for 
all the diflcDters; that their chief views ate 
at the honour of our Redeemer, and at the 
xemoving of a blemifk ia our church.. It 'is 

probable 
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f robabie many of theoi aim chk% at t)d«g 
•poa a level with us ta ctvU and military 
affairs ; aod, for my own part, I caonot fee 
my leafoB to deprefs tbem. They agrte 
with us ia all the (ubftaatiab of oar holy 
religion; a&d as to ttCkr and lodiilcreQC 
thmgS) that we all agree are faia tbemfelves, 
I with to God they were left fo in thdr afe» 
aod that none would take ea tben^ to lord it 
ever God's heritage. They are as good 
friends to kaag Giorgt^ aod his fi^hfol nu- 
nifters of ftate, as you or I« or the foeA 
churchmen can be; and they are the ody 
friends that tbe true church of England have, 
and <:an depead on. We aU profe& we are 
joorneyiDg toivvards heavea ; why then Aoold 
we fall out by the way > Is it any detri- 
ment to us to hare our trueil friends able 
lo ai&ft us with their perfons and paries f 
Do they not readily join us in all eleftioas, 
when our civd. and religions rights depead 
on fach eleAions ? Dhl they not Aand firmly 
by us In our grea^eft diftreflTes, when popery,, 
flavery, aad all for f s of dieba^chery> tbreaten'd 
10 invade and deftroy us, and our. religion ^ 
Did we not tibea promife, in our danger^ 
that we would come to a temper with them ?" 
And. what have we ever done for themy 
except gtviag aben lease t» wofibif^God.in 

the 
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tiie manner tbat they believe in their con-» 
fcieices is aaoft jdeafing to him; which » 
giving them nothing bnt what their Lord and 
ours bad given them before: for, as tlief 
alWB]r6 preached Jefos Chrift, and him era* 
dfied, though they did not follow us, our 
^ffiooitc prodecefibrs erred as much in fi- 
^ncing and perfecoting them, as our Lord*8 
difcipies dsd, who wero for filencing and 
(Ejediflg aU who caft out devils in his name^ 
•ttly JW0caufe they did not follow them. If 
die dUfimters, in their inrns, have been goittfr 
l€ the fame fanl^ t9wtrd3 us, their fiaults wiU 
Mt excofe 111 in coodamg to do that which 
we own was a fmilt in them : for their L^d 
Ubd^eMS has AiiAIy oomau&ded iis t^ ^ br 
ittimM •{necaswc are done by) but as m^ 
>»$6ald ht idoae by ; t^ love one another aa we 
loiie<Mi<el«es» andasbelovedttS:, andbyhi^ 
great apoftle P^iW, to give no >occafion oi 
0(Sence4 to lay no fiombliqg-blocits la tlu^ 
way ^f our brethren: if we are ilrong, not t* 
•fiend our weak brethren, ^ven by eating o€ 
meat^ though that is a thing undoubtedly 
lawful in itfelf, much lefs have we any pow^ 
to force our doubting weak brethren to ei^ 
meat, which they fcruple, or cannot dige(^ 
or to abfiain from it, when they tthink ie 
lawful and expedient ; or to make foch thlogs 

terms^ 
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terms of commdoion with ns^ which oar Ldfif 
and Mafter has liot made fo, as the chtirch of 
Heme take Dpoii them^ to do* by the laity;^ 
tVoe be to any that (Hall adti rohis words; 
I mean, that QxM lay any ftreft, or occafion 
any fchifm, by theh- oWn additions, or weak 
and doubtful illuftrations or explanations <^ 
God's laws. Our bleflfcd Lord, and his 
a]>oftles, never refufed to own^any as membefs 
of the vifible chriftian* diarchy who repented 
of their fias, and profeflfed thdr belief oh 
*him, as the great Meffiah; and foch and 
their families were baptized in the naDose of 
' the Father, and of the Son, and of the Hofy 
^Ghoft: and dare we eaft ftick out of ow 
charch whom God has recrived and owiied I 
Let the enemies tf chriftianify amcharch 
them if they pleafe $ for my part I never will^ 
'but will always endeavour to do by them as I 
would have them dp* to mc. But you aflfe 
ne how fhall the ftate be fecure ? And ihafl 
We not endanger thfe protcftant intereft if wfc 
lay afide this &cramental teft, and fo put 
Papj/fsj Aiheiftsy DHftu M^gietonittm^ Anii^ 
fiomiansj Jrians^ Soctniafis, French (or falfr) 
prophets, and the like enemies to chriftianity, 
fato places of power and profit. I anfwcr, 
much better than the government or the 
church are now fecured againft-thcm, by pre- 
ferring 
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ferripg none but fach as produce a certificate, 
figoed by one of the minifters and three or 
four principal and noted worthy members of 
the dmrch or congregation of which he is a 
member, (without £», gratuity, or reward) 
tcftifying that fuch perfon is a profefs'd 
proteftant, and attends the worfhip of God 
in fuch particular proteftant congregation 
when in health, and his affairs da not call 
him abroad ; that they believe him to be a 
good proteftant, and a fober, diligent, re* 
figbus, and honeft man. A fevtre penalty 
may be laid on the counterfeiting and altering 
fuch certificates ; and alfo on any that (hall 
fubfcribe any of them, whereby they g^ve any 
perfon a charafler contrary to what they 
know fuch perfon deferves. Soch a method 
as this would foon empty our taverns, ute- 
houfes, brandy-fiiops, and fields, and fill 
our chuithes and proteftant congregations on 
Stmdaysy and other days, when our Maker is 
to be'worftiipped : and many a poor wretch, 
that now never goes into a church, but to 
get or keep his qualification, may, while he 
is feeking for loaves and fifhes, be caught in 
a net, which our Lord has commanded to be 
fpread for men. And, in a little time, one 
armies and naiaes would not be terrible to 
fabcr religious men, as they have been fi>r 

maoy 
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ttuy yctn hft pail, byfeafbo of tfaemdft 
liomUe^ execublcy and new^iaTeftted midxs^ 
curfis, iaoprecadcnft^ and other abomtiiatJOiis» 
thai are ttaw hoard and iesn in osr armhs* 
navies, citkit towm, conotnea, idlkges, 
rivers, &c. where vickedBcfs is generally aod 
very eafily karat, by the oxaaples of mca ia 
power and anthorky. This repeal (in .all 
probabiUcy) will foooer refom the mafmcrs 
of iuch as have any hopes of ever beiag more 

. than what they bow ane, ojr that w<>uld not 
be always fervants, thaa a tfaoufimd refor* 
matioa-fermoos, \Khile there ta lothiqg more 
required lo qu^liiy a aMO Sot ao office, than 
his ncwfmg ^ fiicraoMn^ of the l4»i'i 
(vfpu ihtH 9r Iwf ti«c9 ft yoai^ whether 

: h^ bf £ii ior U «r. Mt. If J^eiM^e«a^ he 
jAuft Jfok his plaai^f^i4 bo pim o«kIi^ other 
veiy Severe pooflitias.]' If he jeMa ^oii dno^s 
oaworthaly, aot difcarnieg the Lent'e bady, 
he eait aad 4riaks danaoatioii to hioafelf: 
Md if a poor aii^fter, th«tt koowB the officer 

. that offisra to reeeivie k is ft devil, -or a child 
and ilave of the ikvil's,. and trembfes at the 
thought of profrokrg the ixml's tab)e by ad- 
niuiog biixi^ ihouid dar^ to r efufe hi^i, while 
in this deplorabte eoadttioa ^ this poor mi- 
aifter (as the Uw flaods at prefeot) iztay be 
xuioed by focb rtbxbd officer : therefore 

whatever 
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iAate?er viewa fome m^if have ia rcformkig 
what k .^ift>. it pad never be too foon ca 
amend .^whflcver di&oaours God, aad the 
hdy .reli^a be has i,ii{litQted» and which we 
pofefc. ;' ; ,, .: .; .; 

As to the laft qucnton yon aflc me, viz. 
Whether I.tbiplc this is a proper time, to 
addrefs for tin amendment of ihh law, which 
has kept fo miny out of .6tir churches, and 
embittered their fpirtts ^gainft us for treating 
iheflo,* as we (honltf .not like to be treaifed by 
by them, If the tabled 'were turned.; I an- 
swer. That in my confciebce I ihinH it a . 
proper, and the moft proper time, for, the 
following reafons. . 

I 1/ 'rl. i . : . : \ r\ i\. -, 

I. That fH^-buf fhe' j^efent ti't^e ^aft- 
properly be iallWbur ownfr the tim^ pad is 
not, nor'wfll it ever %e ours- again*; the fnttire' 
is not, and never toay be ours: aiid we arc 
command'edf to Work while it is day;' and' 
whatever t)ut hands fipdni to do^i to db It' 
withWbhr mrght.'^^ '''^ '^ ^ 1 ^ 1 ,. ,. .• i :■ , 

i. We havt now a mdft ekccllent king on- 
Ae- throne, '^fed, Weflid^be God, he is happy 
in a -fai^tiful minifif7 : and 'it mtift certainly 
he a "tiery pleafatift^lliing to' him to make alt 
Im^^dtttifb! ttdfq!ii«8f'ftbji5«ls^<aff, by be-^ 
' '^^ flowing 
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Xlowiflg favours with an impartial hand to 
tbofe who equally, or moft, deferve fhem^ 
and' arc -fitteft for them. And we have iie 
reafon to doubt that fuck a prince will, vnth 
pleafure, ftrengthen the hands of his trueft 
friends of the eftabliflied church, who have 
been found, ever fince the happy revolution^, 
to be too powerfnl for all his majefty's 
enemies among ns, (though very numercos 
and mighty too) when we are joined by the 
hearts, pvirfes, counfels, and liands of onr 
protefiant.diflTenting friends. We are not. fb 
Tain as xo ims^ine that we, who are his ma- 
jefty's beft friends of the eftabliflied churchy 
are (by ourfelves) numerous, rich, and firong 
enough to gain a majority of beatty friends 
to his ipajefiy, in our} approachUig* elefiions, 
if our enemies have art eopngh xo breed a 
mifunderAanding between us, by making our 
only friends believe, that we of the eftabiUhed 
church, who ar-e true friends tp his majefly, 
would fain cootinne the greatefi blemiih in 
our church, on purpole to keep them out of 
their natural and civil rights, who chearfnlly 
and equally contrtbiUfr by their perfons, 
purfes, and labours with u«,/t9fupporttbat 
happy eAabliihment in the fta^e, that God 
has blefled us with, and to render his facred 
majefiy^ eafy in ^ tiic :q4niju^f^ pf jn^ccu 
7 i "^ And 



And therefore, if- we bad no other motivq, 
bat our owa true iotereft and prefervation^ 
we ought to do our utmoft .to enable and 
oblige our brethren, the proteAant diflenters, 
Jto join us in our common defence againft our 
common enemies, which I hav^ before-named* 
I wifh there were no ^other names or di« 
flia^ions among chriflians than that of Pro- 
teflants and Papifb.; but then there wouU 
not "be fo many exerdfes for charity or Jove« 
and mutual forbeacaoce, as there are: -aed if 
we have not- thoTe graces, and (hew (on aU 
proper occafions) that we have them, wfaat«> 
ever we call ourfelves, and whatever other 
angelic cjualifications we may be poflcfled of, 
we are nothing, but as foundiog brafs, or a 
tinkling cymbal.', 

I > believe, -there -is not a truexhurchman in 
Gr^at-Biitain^ either clergyman or layman, 
that foberly confiders the mifchief and dif-* 
honour the mifconRruflion (ormifapplication) 
of 4he faid Teft-a£l has done, and will do, (o 
th« church, of .J?»^A7«^, but heartily wifhes 
(as r do) that it were, reftrained to what waa 
faid to be the true intention of it, when iirft 
eoadled ; (or rather exchanged for a much 
better teft ;' whereby no man will be allowed 
to witnels for himfelf, as be does by the pre- 

.. font 
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feat teft) I mean, to keep ont of places of 
Cruft and profit, ooly thofe who are enemies 
to the protedaot reltgioo. 



' P O S T S C R I P T. 

t> E F O R E any of my breihrea or ad-> 
vsrfaries oadertake lo reply to what I 
hate faid oa this fubjeA, I defire tbey Vill 
will duly coDfider aad aafwer the foUowiDg 
qaeries.. 

1. Is our Almighty Savioar (the Lord Jefus 
Chrift) fupreroe head of his cburcbt or not? 

2. Will he at lad moft righteoufly judge 
the world in his United nature^ as true God 
and true Man, and puniih all the obfiinate 
wtranrgreiTors of his laws. Or no ? 

3. Has he wifdom and authority fufficienc 
to inftitute ordinances and facraments in his 
i^upoh, and to declare the facred ends for 
ti^hfch he inftimtes theni^ or does he ftand in 
need of the afliftance bf any ftiero creature^ 
io add any thing, to his appointments, or de- 
figns, and to make thofe, thei^ additions* 
efleotial thereto. ' 

4 4- Will 
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4. Will he not feverely reprove, and add 
nil the plagues that are written in the Boolt 
of God, to them that (hall add any thing of 
their own to his word ? 

5. Has not our Lord, in his laft Tapper, 
told us the end of our facramental eating and 
drinking his body and blood, viz. that we are 
to do it in remembrance of him ? 

6. If we receive that facrament once, twice, 
thrice, or oftner, in a year, to qaalify ns for 
any civil or military employment^ or to fave 
500 1. that may oiherwife (if we have it) be 
torn from us, for any one omifljon, and to 
preierve our natural and civil rights, of being 
capable of fuiog for our juft dues, of receiving 
and enjoying a legacy, and the like. Are 
not thefe additional ends to the only end our 
Lord has told us we ought to regard, when 
we come to eat and drink with him at his 
table ? Or can it be a fudicient excufe to tiU 
the great judge of the world, in the lad day, 
that notwithfianding we made bold to pro* 
flitote his inflitutions to fcrve our fecular 
purpofes, when men commanded us fo to do, 
yet we did not wholly forget him at fuch 
times, though we cannot deny but that the 
chief defign we then had was to ferve our 
temporal intereAs ? 

VOL. III. G 7. Is 
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7* Is it not perfecnuDg tbe mmifters tS 
our owa cAabMiedchurdly to c^^ip^i tfaeia 
toadminifter that holy facrament to fuch as 
they know are unfit or (if left to. their liberty) 
unwiiliug to receive it» by fuch penahies as 
they are not able to bear ; which penalties 
the pcrfon refufed has always in his power, by 
the Teft-afls, to bring them under, to the. 
utter ruin of the confcicntious minifters and 
their families ? 

8. Is ic not too fcvere upon our civil and 
military officers, to fubjeft them to utter 
ruin, if they happen to forget receiving the 
facrament fo often as the Teft-afts require ? 
Or if they, for want of their pay in due tim£, 
have not money to faiisfy two witneflcs, who 
muft be able 10 teftify their receiving it, as 
often as ihe faid afts require ? 

9. Did the corporation and Tefl-afls ev^r 
preferve our eftablifhed church from the 
dangers and invafions we were threatened 
with, by a popifli'king and a popilh pfe- 
tender ? 

10. Can it be fuppofed that a papift, who 
knows the pope will fell him pardons for any 
fins, efpecially if they are coiproitted to ferye 
holy church, will make any fcruple to leceivc 

ihc 
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the facfamcnt iQ our eflablilhed churches^ three 
or four times every y»ar, if he C8a but ther«« 
by fecQte to bimfelf a profitable ofEoe, anci 
be icreened from utter rqio by in^omatioo^ 
aad pro&cutiQiis oa. the a6b be(9r«*fl»ea^ 
tiooed I 

1 1 • If the corporation, and teft-a£ls. are not 
grievances to thofe who have no more thai^ 
the bare name of churchmen, and defire no 
more than thp name; are they not very great 
grievances and perfecutions to every confcien- 
tions member of the church of England^ that 
has always been a conftant and worthy com- 
municant at the table of our Lord, and is, in 
all refpeftsy fitly ciualified to ferve his king 
and country in fome civil or military employ- 
ment or other, but dares, not accept of znj 
public office, becaufe he thinks in his con- 
fcitece (as I do) that he would fin aga'inft 
God if he (hould receive it for any other en4 
than what our great Lord has appointed, viz. 
ia remembrance of him; much, mprc if hi^ 
fecular end (hould edipfe. or annihilate, the; 
facred and only end our Lord had in that 
folemn and facred inflitucion ? 

12. Whether thofe members of our own 
cftabliftied church, who have (fince the Cor- 
poration and Teft^ aSs were in being) .accepted 
G2 of 
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of civil or miliury employments, aod till 
fach their acceptaoce, were coaftaat-cominu- 
nfcants in our church, and recdved f he (a- 
crament of ouf Lord's fupper, ooly 4n femem- 
brance of Mm, 'but to keep focfa their offices, 
and to preferve themfelves and families from 
iUtter ruin, have been overcome (contrary to 
their judgments) to receive the facramcnt 
three or four times a year, in obedience to 
the faid aAs, as well as in remembrance oF 
their Lord; and, while they have been fo 
receiving, have doubted that they dFeoded 
God, by proflituting the mod facred things 
to feculir and common ufes : I fay, would 
they not (if they bad any fear of God before 
their eyes) have rejoiced, in being delivered 
from fucb temptations and liiares, as thofe 
zRs were to them i 

For my own part, I always thought, that 
in the worlhip of God, whatfoever I do, if I 
believe I ought not to do it, it is a fin in rae^ 
and that if I do that, which I do but dcniht 
is a fin, 1 expofe myfelf to damnatioa. 

Read what biihop H^adly has writ on tlus 
fubje£t : read what the great apofile Pi^ul has 
writ on this head : r«ad the -Corppration and 
Teft-aAs : and read fome Con fi derations on 
repealing the Tefi aA, printed in the year 
1732. 
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By a Curate of London^ Dr. Stke-s. 
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A 

LETTER 

T O T H E 
RIGHT HONOURABLE - 
THE 

Earl of Nottingham. 

My Lord, 

AS your lordfliip's great came com-' 
mands a particular regard to be paid 
to whatever your lord(hip thinks fit 
ro publifli, DO wonder that mofl men were 
pleafed to fee your lordfliip engaging yourfeif 
in a controverfy of fo much confequence to 
chriftianity. Perfons of jfour lordfhip*s ilatioti 
have this advantage above other writers, that 
they always fpeak with authority. I was not 
therefore much furprifed to fee our famous 
tiniverfvy of Oxford returning to your lordfliip^ 
rheir public thanks for the fervice yoD have 
done to relation to the controverfy concerning 
the trinity; becaufe principles or doctrines 
G 4 recommended^ 
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recommended to the world by a perfon ^oC 

your lord(liip*5 quality^ and with that ferhuf-- 
nefi and gravity with wliich your lordfliip has 
wrote, are always embraced fo readily, and 
are afTented to with fo little hefitatioo, that 
'twill be deemed prefumption by many to make 
doubt of any thing maiatained in your lord* 
fljip's book. 

When the univerfity of Oxford had fet the 
example, it could not be thought abfurd or 
unreafonable to attempt to bring the clergy 
into the fame meafnres. How far 'tis ujual 
for the London G'e*gy to addrcfs their thanks 
to any perfon who has vindicated any doArine 
of chriftianiry, I know not. But as I could 
npt come into the motion made by the arch* 
d'ccon of Londm on that occafipn, I muft beg 
leave to lay before your lordftiip and the 
world, the grounds upon which, I think, 
thofe are to be juflifiedi who refufed com- 
pliance with him. ^ 

*Tis not my defign to enter into the merits 
of the controverfy concerning the trinity with 
your lord(hip) but only to point out fome 
natoral confequenceS of fcvcral principles in 
your lordfiiip's book, which they muft avow 
and approve, who return your lordftiip their 
tkiink$ for your anfw$r to Mr. fp'hiflon. 

When 
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When fach great bodies declare their feati« 
loeDts of apy hock, the impreffion is fiamped 
fo deep, that few can refift the weight of fuch 
authority. Yet who would imagine that in 
the very book fo much recommdnded^ the 
lawfuloefs of perfecution (hould be aflerted ^* 
and fuch notions maintainedy as are incon-- 
fiflent with the propagation of thatchriflianity* 
which your lord (hip. has defended l^ 

The /-y? thing, in which I am forced to 
differ from your lordfhlp is this, that you' 
approve of the adiAce^f Macenas to Auguflus^ • 
and'recommi^nd'it to the world as right and 
good. ^'It '^Sis the advice of Macenas to- 

* ^gnfi'^U^ f^ys your lordftiip, * never to ' 
* fuffer anyvi»«tfV<i//«« in relig'on, becaufe the 

* peace of ihe-^ate depended upon it: that 

* prince had peace in all' the worki ; but \vhat 

' diJiMrbancis^ what mifirhs, innovations lo^^ 

* religion ' hkvje caufed in this natioii, the 
^ hifiory of the ia/i age informs us fufficiently ; 

* ^nd 'how fatal thfe fruds and animojiuei^ oc^- 
' cafioned by pretenders to religion, in this 
*may be, no man qsiti' foreuli, every goodi 

* imn fears.- p; 157, 

I readily acknowledge that thla'wasthe 
advice of a very gveufi ate/man ; and I cannot ^ 
but obierve, xhvx Jiate/men and politicians of^ 
G 5. 9JA' 
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all religions generaUy efpoure theflf nofkms 
and regulate their praAices aecopdiagly. 
Mmctnas (who was a bentben) guvt tlie ad- 
vice to Jttgu/lus, ^ That he -Oiould follow 
«• C9nftantly the eftahlijhtd nligion rfhis tHtntry, 
'* becanfe all innovatiotis id that would fcmeat 
*^ fedMon in the fiate, and be a nwans to 
«<fobv>ert his go?ernmeDt:'* and as if this 
•were an a^i§m in p^lkia, i^zx ftatefman is 
fcarce to be found in the world, who does 
not embrace ihii notion. Mr. Hohh{ (who 
found mankiDd bad enough, but left them 
much worfe) has worked up a fyfiem of 
Jiate'religUn^ whereof the main principles 
are, that * the interpretation of all laws as 

* well /acred as fecular depends upon the 

* authority of i\it fupr erne power. ^ That * the 
' civil powers have a right to command the 
< manner of honouring God.' That < obe- 

* dience is due to the fovereign in all things^ 

* as well fpirifual as temporal And Iqflly^ 
that * whatever is commanded by the fovereign 
^ power is commanded by God himfelf/ No\(r 
admitting thefe for principlet^ it plainly foU 
lows, as Mr. Hobbes has more than once de-» 
duced, that ^ the fupreme power has a right 

* to prohibit fuch dodrines to be taught as 

* be judges improper :' that * every one com* 
*' mits a aimcy and may be juilly punUhed for 

2 • the 
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< the fame, who peribades men 10 receive a 
' oew religion :' that < difleations in religioa- 

< are^ the caufes of war, and therefore the 
^/fiaUifiued religion^ (or that which the fu- 

* preme power commaDds) ought to be fol* 

• Jowed/ Such are Mr. Hohbes^s principles^ 
aad fuch the ccnjequmcei drawD from them ! 

Stat ef men and politicians fcldom pay too 
great a regard to religion ; and as feidom to 
the truth of things : 'tis ufual therefore for 
them more particularly to condemn men as 
faSlioui^ and their writings as tending tO' 
dijlurhoncis^ if they recede a hair's breadth 
from common opinions. Right or wrong)> 
true or falfe, is frequently not fo much the 
point, as how it fuits with a particular va^- 
rereft. Whether this conduA anfwcrs the- 
cod propofed, (tho* I cannot but think that? 
the continuation of fcdls and faflions in re-- 
ligion is entirely owing to ihtfe- political ar»- 
irfices) whether this conduft, I fay, anfwers^ 
the end propofed I fhall not inquire; fihce 
^tis not my defign to confider this advice in a^ 
political view, but whether it be right ov. 
urongf fit or unfit in itfclf to be given* 

In this light I muft obferve, . 

i» That if this advice be good and right* 

in itfelf, it plainly follows that all, who at anyy 

G 6 time . 
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time by the reformattoo of any errors ieem 
ihncvators in religion, ought to be puoiflied, 
as dijlwbers of the peace of the public. Now 
this advice beiog given but a little before our 
Saviour came ioto the world, 'tit very unfor- ^ 

tunate that it fiiould be given at fnch a time, 
when it muft have entirely pnvinud the 
fpreadiog of his do£lrines» and the teaching 
mankind that the gods which the heathens 
wor&iipped were no gods. Our blefled Lord 
oughty in confequence of this adidce, to have 
been puniflbed as pirvirting tbi nation^ as inm 
novating in nligion^ and as fowiog feditioa | 

and difcord among the people, foch as it ! 

fcems ^ no man could fontel^ every good man 
* might fear.* 

2. This advice muft nccenarily ha^e pre- 
sented the refrmation from popery bad it beea 
followed at that time, becaufe that was a 
remarkable mftance of innovation in religion. 
Suppofe that any ftatefman had advifed Henry 
Vill. or Edward VL or queen Elizabeth ia * 
that manner, and they had admitted it, muft 
not the foperltition and idolatry of R:me have 
continued the ejfablijbed religion cfthit country ? 
Muft not we have been kept in the dregs of 
corruptioq dill ? And muft not the light of ' 

abe^ofpel have been (hut from our eyes ? { 

3. If 
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3. If this be right, then- all thofc princes 
that have followed this ad?ice» have aAed a 
righteous part ia perftcuting to the utmoft all 
that have attempted to innovatg in religion. 
The late king of France did right to dragoon* 
Y&s proteflant [\x\yit&%\ and the duke of Savey 
juftly drove out the Piimont.ifi% and every 
prince that is moft barbarous and cruel, a£)fs 

'an upright jqftifiable part, and what is moff 
acceptable unto God» when he refufes to 
fuffer any fuch under his government, whom 
be may charge with difturbing thp peace of 
the ftate by not complying with> the efiabUfiai 
rtligltm of tht country^ 

4. Every nation in the world thinks, or 
pretends to think, that the religion eftablifhed 
amongft them is acceptable unto God ; and 
that the way ki which they pay their honour 
and wor(hip is iuch as is // and proper^ and 
will draw down the bieffings of heaven upon 

*tbem. Every nation too has its peculiar 
orthodoxy, and a fet of tenets, the truth of 
which it aiTerts as the words of God himfelf. 
'Tis impoflible that all thefe can be true^ nay 
that every particular chriflian church can hold 
opinions contradiftory, perhaps to their next 
neighb urs, and yet be in the right. Or were 
this poflible, fure we are that the heathen and 

the 
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the mahometan natioas, are in the grofieft 
errors. If therefore it be a duty locumbent 
00 every mao to keep bis miod open to truths 
and to reoeive it when ofFered to hhn, th» 
ad?ice mver Ufufftr innovations in rtligiM maft 
be ahfwrd initj^lf^ becau(e it would be to pro- 
hibit a great part of maDkiod the- knowledge 
of truth; and it would be to prevent the 
reception of the gofpel in all fuch places wfaere^ 
the benefit of it is not-at prefent ktiown^ 

Your lordfhip, I ara fure, would not oa 
any account propofe afcheme fo deftrufiive to 
truth and to common chriftiaoity as this. Buc- 
under a plenary conviction of mind that your, 
lordfliip's notions are irue^ and that we of this 
aation are fo happy as to have the truth ejia^ 
hltjhtd here ; and that in confequence of that,' 
m)iry innvLotim k^re neceflarily being for the 
worff^ you think the advice to be juft and" 
right* 

. But then your lord(hjp knows, that hitherto 
we have in vain been fearching tor a fure and 
infallible criterioa of truth ; that every natiooy 
9nd every roan, how erroneous foever, is 
orthodox to himfelf ; and that thofe who are- 
under the misfortune of error, are as pofitive 
and confident, as thofe who have truth on 
their fide. *Tis therefore of little confe- 
quence 
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qti^iKe ID the prefent cafe; aad in oor pre* 
fent inquiry, ivhetber one or mother Ims the 
troth on bis fide ; for imrbilft every body is 
ftilly aflbred of the truth of his notions, every 
body will piead the fame right ; and in the 
confequence, error will reap cvciy prfTiiege 
"which trutih itfelf can ckitn. 

fiat yonr lord(bip not infifting on this, but 
oa the evidence of fa£l for the reafon why 
bnwvatians of rtUgion are not to be fufferedi 
and Mmanai (who was an heatbm) pretend- 
ing that an innovaiian ef religion was the means 
tofubvirt thi government^ this will deferve our 
moft ferious coniideration> And here. 

It muft be granted that u/ualfy innovations 
in religion have been attended with di* 
flvrbances in the ftate. But then the reafon 
why innovations in religion have been attended 
with feuds, and animolities, difturbances and 
miferies in the /a/^, is, becaufe the Jate 
intermeddles in that fort of property to which 
it has no right. The people always affert 
and vindicate /A/x, as a firft principle, that 
'tis bitiir to obey God than man\ and whiJft 
that is allowed to be true, (which no body I 
think will deny exprejly, tho' they may explain 
jt away) whatever the confequeaces of it are, 
they will aflea and maintain it. A man can 

no 
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no more r^fufe his aflent to truth^ when it 
appears dear to him, thaa he> can refufe to 
Sec the- light at nooovday when his eyes are- 
open < If therefore any ftate refufes to fufFer, 
men to change; their fentiments,' or pretends- 
to hinder them from tf^/^^^.what they^.thinic 
to he the tvi/i f God, oppoiition muft be> 
expeQed ; ajid if difturbances enfue, they are 
not to be imipviiti: k^ cbatige ^^r^/i^ww, {which 
has nothing vidous'OP e?il in it^ nothing thafr 
is diforderly and inconfiftent with the public 
peace,) but to the ill conduft of fuch advifers: 
as that heathen Macenas^ who refure to per^ 
mit mento fcrflow their own- confcieQces in* 
things pertaining to God and nothnrtful toi 
any man, and will have .them ohtj men rather r 
than Gcd^ 

Ihnovations in religion have no natural or^ 
neceflary connexion with diAurbances or dip 
orders of they?fly/ and *iis juft the fame 
abfurdity to impme-lhe^ one to the other, as- 
'tis to pretend that to' alter a man's notions of ^ 
worftiipping God muft'^^^tfray his private pro-- 
perty, or at leaft' muft caufe confufion in iu 
Tis evident that the one has no relation to > 
the other, but let what changes you <pleafe - 
happen in property^ religion is the fame; or • 
let the ways of honouring God be altered^ 
property is the iarae^ except in the cafe whece 

a^man 



4nd Orthodoxy jhaken. i6i 

a man thinks to pleafe God by parting \eith 
his property. But this does not afTcA tke 
civil government, nor make the magiftrate 
lefs able to do juAice^ or to fecore his fubje^ls 
io the enjoyment of their civil interefts. 
When indeed the magiHrate refufes to tolerate 
aoy who diflents from the eftablijhed religion, 
oppreflion that inftant begins: but as the 
caufe of all diAurbance is removed when op- 
preflion is removed, innovations in religion, 
where there has been no pirfecuion^ nor any 
attempts to enllave the fubjeQs minds, caa 
never afieA the ftate, or caufe any diftur- 
bances. When any (late aflumes a power 
over the confdeoces of ixa fobjefis^ they are 
forced into a Aate of war with their civil go* 
▼ernment ; and they continue fo long in that 
flate, as they are injured in a property over 
which the civil government never had any s 
power. In this cafe the peace of the fociety 
is broke; but then 'tis not broke by thofe 
who nform from any public error, but by the 
magiftrate, who aiTumes a pow^r which never 
was committed to him. Nor are thefe evils, 
thefe dlAurbances, feuds, or animefitiesy 
chargeable on innovations in religion, but oa 
tyranny, ^nA ufurpation, OQ unjuft pretenfiont 
to power, and arbitrary dominion over iho 
minds of men. 



At 
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At moft therefore, innovatioDs in religioiTf 
are but the occajions^ not the <aufesy of di-^ 
fturbaoces to the ftate ; and a man caa witb 
no more jadke impute to them, as to the 
caufg^ -the breach of pubHc peace, than he 
can impute to chriftiaQity all that hatred and 
variance that has abounded In the chrlillaa 
world. Suppofe a man fiiould warn any one 
againft the doiSlrines of the gofpel, becaufe 
they have unhappily occafioned much hatred^ 
much difpute, and many abominable pra6)ices, 
which otherwife would not perhaps have b^ea 
heard of. WouJd fuch advice be good and 
fit ? Or ought any man, notwithflanding 
thefe accidental inconveniencles, to refufe his 
fubmii&on to it purely on thofe accounts f 

There is not a greater, n^r a more c^mmoir 
)i»pQlt|Eion on >aiankiad, than to aiign a wr(fng 
taufe of any event, and to argue from tbesce 
as if it were the trm one, Macenas^ I bq;, 
ifmv lordfliip to remember that Maeenus was 
an heathen^ Imputed to htnovaUcns in relfgim 
the greit dijiurbances of Ji»te\ whereas the 
iaufi of ^ifor-ders m the public was fome«^ 
thing very different ; either the perfecutioDS> 
which men had uRder.gone, which upon oc* 
dafioB given they refolved to retaliate \ or elfe 
(bme felfiih iutereft which the pretence of 
litligioa ferved* to coven Mt^cnas confounded 

therefore^, 
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ikereforc« either artfully, or ignoratftly 
«aough, the eaufe with the accidental Hcafion 
of diforder; \ybich is, as if any one row-^ 
a-days^ (hould lay the hatred of neareft friend» 
upoa chriftianity itfelf; or charge enmity, 
malice and revenge upon that Very gofpel that 
defigned to root thofe evils out. His advice 
therefore is wrong in every view ; 'tis founded 
upon a very falfe principle ; it naturally tends 
to prevent the propagation not only of truth 
in general, but of chriflianity in particular. 
It will juftify all the perfecutions for reli^oa 
which have been in the world ; and after all» 
it fuppofes kinovatioBs in religipn to be the 
caufes of -evils, of which they lire not the 
caufes. Your lordfhip will judge if fuch ad- 
Vice is fit to be either given, or takea^ or re- 
cxH&mended. 

A fiiwd point your lordih^ argues for la 
this, that becanfe fevere laws weire. made 
agaioft idolatry and hla^bemf^ words which: 
bad then one clear and determinate iigfttfi- 
cation in the Jewi/h difpenfation, therefore 
the laws of any particular country may punish 
as idolaters or blafphemers, men who ac* 
cording to the different notions that prevail 
in different countries, may on difFerent and 
perhaps ccHitrary accounts be called by thefi: 

For 
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For this your lord Aiip* thus argues ' If the 

* Lord Jefns be a creature aad you worfliif 

• him, 'tis idolatry: if he be God and yoir 

* deny him, *tWi?laJ^htmy: and what punifh- 

• nicnt Almighty God ordained for both thefc 

* forts of offenders you know,' p; 1 59. 

The puniftiment in the Mofaic law for 
idolatry ^2iS Jioning to deaths and the fame ^a» 
infliftcd for blafphcm^y, v. Lev. x*iv. 10—23,- 
and Dtut. xiii. i — io« 

Upon this your lordfhip proceeds* and 
afks this qoeftioD ; * fFhat texts binti you /r 
« quote for an exemption from thofe penalihs^ or 

• at kajiftuh as the laws of the land infi&! 

I aofwer, all the fame texts whrch any 
religious and good man has to quote for aa 
exemption from the penalties to be i|ifli£^ed 
on the greateft of criminals* The hlafphemy 
againft which the penalty of death was de« 
nounced in the law of Mofily was a prefump* 
tuons, irreligious, contemptuous reproaching 
or reviling of God. The idolatry againft 
which the like punifliment was denounced iq^ 
the fame law, was, the departing from th« 
worfiiip of the known true God to the wor-^^ 
/hip of the heathen idols or fi£)itious deities* 
Does your lordlbip now think, that becaofe 

undcp 
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«oder the' Jiwijh theocracy^ God Almighty 
thought fit, by an exprefs and particular 
command, to puoifh in fach a manner tbefe 
crimes, about the nature of which there was 
no room for difpute, and into the commiffion 
of vriiich no Jew could poffibly &U hy a mere 
error of the onderftandtng, that therefore the 
civil government in other nations, (affixing 
thefe names according to their own particular 
notions in difputable queftions upon perfons 
and -things which have no iimtlitude to thofe 
mcDtioned in the law of Mofesy) nay ju(Uy 
itiKxSt -by rheir own authority the like pe- 
.oalties -with thofe commanded in the law of 
Msfm? One man thinks Jefus Chrift to be 
ihimfelf the One Supreme God ; and worfliips 
Jiim as fuch : another thinks Jefus Chrid not 
to be himfelf the One Suprtme God^ but the 
One Mediator between God and man^ and wor- 
(hips him as fuch a Mediator to the glory of 
tjie One St^pffwe God and Father of all. Does 
your lofdfliip now (incerely think, that by 
virtue of the law of Mofes agaipft blafphemen 
0nd iddatirSi one of thefe men has a right to 
put the other to death for worfliippiog 
Chrift ooly as a mediator ; and that the other 
has a right to put this firft man to death 
for worfhippiog Chrift as the One Supreme 
God ? Each of them thinks he has an equal 

right 
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right to call Uie other aa idolater and: tUf' 
pbmir. One for givii^ my worjbip at aU to 
a perfon who is mt the One Supreme God 
and Father of the imiverfe ; aad the other for 
worflupiriag as the One Supreme God, ffim 
who is only the Mediator between God and 
Man. Your lordihip eafily fees what room 
here is for uncharitableneb and perfecutiom 
By what methods (hall this evil be prevented ? 
The only remedy lean fee is, that men would 
be careful not to pra^ia themfeWes, muck 
lefs to impofe upon others, any thing in the 
worjhip of God^ founded upon any particular 
hypothefis of their own, beyond what is very 
dearly and exprefsly commanded. 

By this method, and by ihis only^ might 
be cut off the very root and foundation of 
all uncharitable cenfures and wicked perfe- 
cutlons upon this head. 

The next thing your lordAip proceeds to, 
is to (hew that thofe whom you call Arians 
can have no pretence to toleration coniideriDg 
the conduA of fome heretofore called by that 
name. 

'* With what face, fays your lord(bip, caa 
** Arians afk fuch favour from any who have 
•• ever read the hiftory of their barbarities. — . 

'* They 
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** They have taught us a kjjin againji item-* 
^'felvis:* f. 159. 

1. AHowing ki my lord, to be never to 
true, that (bme in former ages called Arians^ 
have been perfecutors, and; as barbarous as 'tis 
poffible ; jet the argument is no better, nor 
other than this, — Some monarchs have been 
jiyrants, therefore monarchy is not to be en- 
dured. Or, 

2. If this inference be true, fome of thofe* 
whom your iordlhip will call orthodox^ have 
been at leaft as barbarous ; therefore they alio 
"have taught us a Uj^n againji tbimfelves* And 
thus the circle may be run in accufing and 
condemning all iidea, without any jufiice, 
jor without any reafon. 

But tliis muft not be pafled oyer thus, 
(lightly. Not that it is of any confequence, 
who were the fir ft perfecutors, or who not, 
Jince the real debate is, whether any of either 
/id^ have any right to perfecute another: 
whether thofe that hav£ the truth on their 
fides have more right to perfecute thofe who 
are in error^ than thofe who are in error have 
^o perfecuife thofe that enjoy the benefit of 
truth. Yet becapfe this evil is ufually thrown 
rypon thofe, who are for the time ^//a^ called 

heretics^ 
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biretics^ I cannot but take notice, that if we 
confalt the eeckfiaftical biftcriam we (hall find 
that thofe whom yoar lordfliip efieems wry 
§rtb9d$x were the firft that taught the world 
the method of perfecation ; 'twas thefe that 
firft brought in the ficular pwvir to drive 
thofe whom they called heretics out of the 
church. At foon as the Nieene e$uncil bad 
coodemueid Arius and his opioioas, the em- 
peror hamjhed him^ and Eufebim^ and Tbeegyiis, 
and others. He iflned out an edi^^ that ** if 
*' any book of Jrius^s could be found » it 
*< (hould be hurni : that if aoy one concealed 
^^ any book, and did nor^ produce it that ic 
*' might be burnt, be himfelf (hould be put 
^* to death inllabtly." After this we find the 
** emperor refoiviog to root out all forts of 
hereftes; and accordingly he iflaed out an 
edift ' againfl the Novations^ Fahntimans^ 

* Marcionifts^ Paulians^ and thofe called Ctf- 

* taphrygians^ and in general all heretic s, firil, 

* that they ihould not dare to have any pub/ic 

* meethigs : and that all the houfes where they 

* were wont to aflemble (hould be taken 
^ away; then, that they (houid not mtet 

* together privately ; and lafily that their 

< churches^ if they might be called fuch, (houl<l 
' be given to the catholics. Their books 

< likewife were to be fearched for and taken 

* away/ 

Thus 
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Thus did the •rthodox begin this deteftablo 
method agaioft the heretics ^ which fome of 
them perhaps when they grew in power* 
returned; and from that time to eheie la/l 
days has that impious coarfe been profecutCKi. 
But the firjl breach was made by iht^rthodexi 
'twas they began to employ the /eeular arm ; 
'twas they began to banifh ; 'twas they began 
to hinder the puUic meetings of thofe whom 
they called heretics ; and what wonder then 
when the tree of evil was planted, if it took 
root downwards, and ihot fdrtb upwards, 
and brought forth its natural fruit. If there- 
fore the Ufan be to be iearnt agaioft "BieQ of 
any denomination from this» that fome of 
them alfo have been barbarous when in power, 
'tis a lejfon that all parties have taught thofe 
that have been undermoft^ and if fonie of 
them who were called Ariom^ behaved them- 
felves in a cruel manner under Conftantius 
and Valens^ and afterwards In Spain ani 
jiffica^ let others look into the T^heodefian 
Codes and upon the perfecutions of all that 
have had any odious name affixed upon them 
for 1300 years together, and fee if they 
have any room to boaft upon this head. 
Still this is certain, that perfecution was he^ 
gun by the orthodox ; and one very remark- 
able difference appears throughout all our 
VOL. III. H church 
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xhurch hiflorians, that whereas the creeds^ 
^hich thofe that were called orthodox^ pro- 
pofed and iniifted on in all their co-indb^ were 
^always made the t>Jl^ of parties ; aod in order 
to this they always coatained fome human 
•dqflrines, fome particular .ioveDtioDS of de- 
iigDtng men, fome notion or other that was 
'Unfcriptural ; yet in the creeds propofed by 
thofe on the ether fide this temper was con- 
ilantly obferved, that nothing was ever put 
into them but what all might fubfcribe and 
affent to ; the very terms were generally 
fcripiural; nor did they attempt to put on a 
ievel the doArioes of men with the revelatioa 
of God. 

Give me leave to add one remarlc more 
here; and that is, that as Macenas was a 
heathen^ and gave bis advice to a heathen^ 
it mud have been to perfecute chriftlans^ 
fo had Macenai lived in Conftantine*^ time, 
and been what was called orthodoxy his advice 
had been to perfecute Arius ; had he lived 
in Conjaniius or Valsns* time, when the 
power was entirely in hands called Arun^ 
(tho' there never \yas any Ariontfin impofed in 
their creeds) his advice to foifer no inno- 
vations in religion mud have pufhed on thofe 
princes to have deftroyed ^t.orthjdox\ and 
had he lived under; Lewis XIV. not a pro- 

teftant 



< 
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teftant rtiuft or could have been fuffered in 
Ftitnct. 

.Tbe ne;ct th'iog in yoor lord(hif '$ poftfcript 
which I think myfelf obliged to conflder 1$, 
x\it declaration >vhich your lordihip has, in 
ciFedl, made agaiaft an open toleration. 

Your Iord(hip begins with an intimatioa 
that an •* /// nft has been made of the text fot 
^^ Juffering the tares which w/r/fown by the 
•* enemy, to grow up with the wheat/* and 
you addj " ff^rely we are nit to lay ourfehey to 
** fleep on purpofe to give the enemy an oppor- 
*' tUBity tofowihem.'^ 



I will not prefume to gucts at ahy particular . 
expdfition of this text which yotir lordfhip 
may perhaps have met with ; but how far it 
relates to the prefcnt deb^t'e,^ 111 endeavour 
to fhew. As in the expofitlon of the parable 
of the fower^ Matt xiii. 23. the feed is ex- 
))laioe(l to mean the word preached \ fo here 
likevyife, v. X3yy. gnod fed is that doftrine 
which really produces virtue apd goodnefV. 
Taresy here oppofed to good feedy and which 
were fown by an enemy, rcprtCcut fa fe doc- 
tripes which are taught by an ene?n^, i. e. evil 
men. Good and virtuous perfons, when they 
fee fuch falfe do<5lrines and eril men fuc- 
'. I U 2 ct'cdinq. 
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ceediog, would rejoice to have their falft 
opioions rooted up, and would rejoice ihtt 
the fitld^ f. €. the churchy might confift of 
only good memb^s; but our Saviour deter- 
iBioes. that the rMing nut of the tftres, i. i. 
the violent eafting out of falfe notions by.ex« 
tremities, ought not to be praftifed ; but that 
good men (bould take heed, left while they 
gather up tbi taresy they root not up alfo the 
wheat. Our Saviour has fo explained this 
parable, that it can not be much' miftakeD^ 
when he tells us the timenvhen the righteous 
Jhalljkine^ viz. not at preretit, but then^ when 
the fen of man Jhall fend forth his angels ^ v. 43. 
plainly determining, that the tares fhould 
^row up with the wheat till the end of the 
world. Our Lord docs not tell us that 'tis 
eur duties to give opportunities to the enemy : 
he does not fay that we.ought to lay ourfelves 
afleep^ or that we (hould not guard againft 
the enemy as much as pofTibly we can : bat 
that we muft ufe all fuch me^ns, and only 
fuch, as are right and juji^ to prevent the 
growth of falfe dp£lrines ; that we muA not 
tread down the wheat in order, as we perhaps 
imagine, to root out the tares. A wife man 
will not take fuch mbafures to de({roy a weed^ 
as neceiiarily muft deftroy his corn; and this 
is what our Saviour only alms ^t. ^ 

Now 
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Now perfecQtion for opioionB is what niuft 
neceiFarlly deftroy the wheat as well as the 
taresj the truth as much as it can do falfe* 
hood. Where there is fo much falfchood in 
the worldi and that too in fo much power, 
by this way of proceeding the truth muflr 
oeceiraiily be rooted iip. The Mahomttans 
imagine, no doubt, that they arc in the truth^. 
and that chriflianicy is a tart in their field ; 
therefore they upon this principle arc obHged 
to root it out. Ambngft chridians, the pafifts 
ought to root out the prctiftantSj and the 
froteftan.s to root out not only the common 
enemyj . the ^flf //?i, but likewife to arm each* 
particular feft againft its neighbours. What 
a fccoe of woe and defolatlon muft this pro- 
duce ? Whilft {bcb coniratjiftory orthodoxy ' 
f very where ppp^ars, every where muft ap- 
pear, ftore of tQYti to be gathind vp and 
lurnt^ till at Uft orthodox^ and the Ipngeft 
furvivors of cruelty, muft fignify the fame 
thing. But then upoa the fcbeme of open 
toleration notbing is au>re natural ^nd eafy \ 

For here our buCnefs is not to lay ourfehis 
ajltepy but to watch ; 'tis to reprove, rebuke 
and exhort wrh all hng-fuffering and patience. 
Every man has the right, which your lord- 
ihip has ufed, to endeavour to convince gain- 
feyers. Reaibn is the weapon of rational 
H 3 agents, 
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agents, and never fails to be revenged on tho(e 
who are enemies to it, that is, who eithei 
xnaintain an error, or even hold the truth ia 
nnrighteoufnefs. Wiih this fence we are to 
guard ourfelves. Aixi if the enemy furmoimts 
this, ajid cannot be convinced^ or is obdinate 
and will not, 'tis out q{ our powers to hinder 
the growth of thefe tares: we muft do all 
that is in our powers to convince him, we 
muft pr^y for biip, but not treat l>is perfoa 
ill; nor mqft we, to ruin him, make ufe of 
fuch arts as in confequence muft ruia our 
own felyes. 

Your lordfhip will. call this, perhaps, ^/Wwgf 
an (pportw^lty to the enemy to fow the tares. 
But is it giving an cpportunitywhtn you watch 
and oppofe him ? When you fpreadthe truth 
as faft as the enemy tioes his errors ? Wheii 
you refute or endeavour to refute his prin- 
ciples? But if you will not admit this for 
fefBcient waichfulnefs, but think rt neceflary 
to make ufe of fom^ and thie fnulur arm^ 
'twill be giving an opportunity fllll, or may 
be called fo^ till you come to the ufe of racks 
and gibbets ; nor can any flop be put, till 
that efie(flual one of death itfelf is applied. 

One reafon which your lord dip has made 
ufe of in your />r^^?-^flr;;difcourfe for theprint- 

• ^ • ing 
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Tng this book is, « btcaufe it is nt enough t» 
' believe with the heart, but with the mouths 
^ confefOon is made uoto falvatioQ ; and net 

* confeffing the Lord Jejus before men, i% next 

* to the denyiog him.^* p. 3^ 

Your Iord(hip» I dare fay, will conceive 
a maOy however erroneous, to give the bejl 
marks poflible of his integrity, who fufTers 
great temporal inconveoiencies, (fuchasim- 
prifonmcnt, or. the lofs of. a. very creditable 
and handfome Tupport of a family) for think- 
ing, that not to confef$ the Lord Jefus before 
men, fuch as he conceives him really to be 
in himfelf, and in office and relation to up, 
is next to denying him. But notwithilanding* 
their integrity^ and their fears IcA they /tou/d 
he thought pr of dytes to what they think an error- 
of the utmoft confequence, yet your lordihip- 
conceives, that the want of infiiAing.punifh-^ 
ments on thofe you call Arians^ for ihcir'no* 
tions, is giving an opportunity to tin i^emy 
which we ought not». 

Bu,t my lord, the opportumty which your 
lordfliip fears (hould he givtn to the enemy^ has- 
been carefnlly guarded againd ; and moderate 
penalties have been applied, tho' thefe whol- 
fome.feveritlcs, as they have been called, have 
[troved iaefFeftual. Mr. Em^yn was fcntencedi 
H4 ^ 
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to fuffkr imprifinfmnt f$r a year and a day, and 
to pay a th^yfafid pound fins ; (that is, many 
hondrcd of pouads beyoad the prifoDcr's ot- 
inoft abilitks) and to give fecurity for bis good 
behaviour during life. Mr. WhiJlerC^ cafe is ^ 
more uuiverf^lly knowo, and efpecially to. 
your lord(hip« who is acquaitited with his 
expuljion from his profjjorjhip^ and from ft 
li£lure ID Cambndge^ and turned a ftarving ! 

with a wife and a nnmerous iffue. But fliU 
It may be faid that the opportunity is given to 
. thefe inemies to fov the tares, notwithftandiog 
tbefe attempts: and accordingly both thefe 
gentlemen write; and write fo well, that 
ihey ha^e great weight with many that read 
them* if iiacf, tmprilbnments, and depri- 
tatioDS are not fufficient to put a ftop to 
them, I fee not what can do it but greater 
•xtremhies Dili, that it, death ; which forely 
not any one principle of reafin^ or aoy on$ 
doarlne of Jefas Chrift aa jufiify. 

Your lordOiip goes on thus : ^ The Jet» 

* reckon they are forbid even by the law of Mo(e$ 

* to re?llc the gods cf ether nations tvhieb were 
< DO gods : but that the Son of God, wkom wt 

* and all Clrijiendom adore as the God of our 

* Salvation, fhould he reviled, trampled on, 

* esnd put to open fiiame by thefe of our own 

* natioDi 
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*'nn!&m% ifl cmimpt 9f the laws of the land, . 
«'tfj wM 04 of God, uocoBtrooled* withom 
^ axy SLpm^dye^fiqn^is un^t^countabh^ iptb in 
* pradebce aad religioa." p. . i ^9» 

The reMer is here told (with wh^t jiiftice 
your jordihip will po^fiW) ^ttb^&wbooi 
your lordjbip is p)e.a{«d tp ftil^ Ariani^ rtvile^ 
trampU on^ and put to -spin Jhame tbi S^n af 
GqU. Wh^oefSi /uch e charge cpujd afife I 
cmi^ot conceive. Dp tb^y rtviUf wtiosjm they 
^ore? Po thfsy transit en that per^bn whooji 
they daily praife? Do th^ ^2^ ^ 0J)^0 jham^ 
bim> whom they /^^ni for his kindnefs^ coo«* 
defcenfion, love and benefits towards them ? 
Surdy^ this m«ift appear very (hocking) to fay 
ihat a frntQ^ rt/^fllei the being whom he daHy 
praiie6f and prays co ; for whofe fake he daily 
fulEers^ a^d is* ready to undergo tbe ievereft 
trial thai ca& be iofli^ed^ What are the 
iwurks of love, of gratitude,- and of the moft 
profoufld refpisfty if a readioefs tofubmic to 
any temporal }ncoQveBieficie» fer aay one's 
USIix, IS deemed rruUing aad cavt^mpt ? Shoald 
Mr. W. retort tbjs charge, on* his adverfaries* 
dod opiBiily aflert that in cotifeqiieoqe of their 
(cheoie, ihey rtvilt and trample on the peerle& 
«Dajeily of the God and Father of all^ fuce I 
#15, that every fertous cbf iftian would ^eteft 
l(be iflptputaUoQ, and think that xclsgiot»> fvd-^ 
H 5, farcAl 
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Cered more from fuch uncharttable cenfar^s;. 
than it could do from the denial of any potot, 
in which the Scriptores hav« deterfflioed 
nothing cleaijj. 

There is but cne poiht more tHat I ffiall 
tfK)ubIe your lordCbip with, and that is oil 
account of the fuggeftion which your lordihip 
has made, that thofe who are in authority 
have thi real guilt af being partakers of othef 
mens fins, if they do not provide ia fpeedy 
remedy to the evils your lord (hip complains 
of; for, qui ncn prohibit^ cum fetejly jubett 

That a jttft and pi^per remedy ought to be 
applied to every real tvW is readily ackqow^ 
kdged ; and therefore! declared 'for the onfy 
remedy that appears to me to* be confifteni 
with realbo and with reveUtioa; aad I as 
heartily defirethat every man may.be broughe 
10 fee the errors of hia ways, asyeur lordr 
.fiiip.doea. But J hope I. am not a partaker of 
arothers ftm^ if I cannot come inuv a fchema 
»f perfecuticrh\ of if I cannot but think that 
the only proper method of^ dealing with rea*' 
fonable men is convif^ion^ aod the prefGng 
them with arguments &om reafon and reve^ 
}dtioQ. This makes me admire at what your 
)oi:dfl:iip alludes to, whea- you intimate that 

, ther er 
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there is not at prcfent given to the proper cham-* 
fhns of our faith an oppcrtuniiy to refute and^ 
reclaim [mex^]f)om their ernrs^ p, 158. Ar« 
the clergy, my- lord, now rtflrained from 
fearching into Scripture^ or from fearching: 
into antiquity y in order to find proper mate- 
rials to r^/* any error ? Are they reftrmnd- 
from writing or {rompub/ijhing their thoughts f 
Or what way of refuting and reclaimiog-men 
from error is prevented by his mojefy? True • 
it- is, that * Defender of the faith ii not an 
^ empty title/ ibhJ.^ Yet permit tncj my lord, , 
to exprefs my wi(hes, that if the faith can no « 
way be defended but by fims^ imprifonments, . 
or deaths, that it may ever continue an emfty. 
tit'e, 'Tis better that that (hould be a& > 
empy title, than that ever it (kovld be main* 
tained by tb&t whichr 13 4inticbfi/iian\ . and ' 
which if profecuted by every crowned heady . 
muft make the chriAiaa world a fcene of' 
blood and cruelty. 

BOt by comparing what. your lordfliip faj jr^s 
here, with what you have faid p, 156. Vis 
cafy to fee that your lordftiip blames • tkofe^ 

• ivho ar^ in author ity, that do not advi/e his- 
*-maj^fytogivt theftkihtrs^nd paftors of ourr 

* church leave to fpeai .fr th€mfelves, and ifi^ - 
^ deed for the king* i. e. that the convocation i 
ffibuld determine this controverfyr. . That j 

li6: ^'Tbatt 
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** That fiotiU bi permitui t^ (it and aft in tak- 
** iog care of that flock of Chrift, tf whkh 
*< tlie Holy Ghoft has made them ovetfeers^ 
«' and tubieb tbe laws oftbt laod bavi t^mmtud 
^^ntihem^'' p. 156— 7. 

Before I confider'the thing propofed b|f 
your lordihip^ I cannot but obferve, that your 
lord(hip ia the former pafTage wanted the 
€€nvocatkn to REFUTE errors : here 'tis to 
fi and off. I think the ufnal method in con^ 
Miuatian is not to refute errors; 'tis not to 
convince mens judgmentSt or to produce rea/jiti . 
for what they do, but to determme tbe troth 
or falfllood of a notion anthcritativefy. Syna* 
dicai alTaifs are always tranfa^ed in a judicial 
manner; wfatlft private perjttm^ \ .e. men In 
their private capacities, nfuaily attempt to 
refute any error that happens to arife. 

As to |he method by your lord(bip pro- 
pofed, that Thofe who an in authority are 
partakers of other mens iias becauiie they do 
cot fuffer the convocatioQ to Jit and alf^ I vrfll 
lay before your lordfliip the fentimenU of two 
very great men, who have been reputed or-^ 
mmenfs, the one of the ^iz/wfy# church, the 
«tfaer of our $wn church. ■ 

The /r/? is, Gre^prf Naztanzen^ that dear 
frimd dk Bajil. Many biihops being met at 

Ccnfiantimfkf 
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C^Jlantitupk^ and ftimmomng this great many 
who for his exaftocfs and flrill in fcriptnrc 
was called the DIVINE, to that fynod, he 
rcfofed to come ; *« Experience haviog taught 
•*hini how little good could be cxpeftea^ 
'*from finodsi they iifually widening more 
"than curing difFcrcnces. Nor will I (fay» 
** he) be prefcnt at aoy ^n9ds^ where they 
** cackle like geefe or cranes : ki tfaofc aflem- 
** biies there is contention, and fquabUe;. 
** and fliamefnl aftions, which were hid be- 
** fore, are there made public, men of hoftile 
*• minds towards one another being aiTembled 
" together ?" Thefe refleftioDs were oc-» 
cafioaed by thbfe meetings of the clergy at 
Conjiantimple a iirfi and fecood time ; and at 
other places j from whence this great DIVINE 
found fo little comfort, that nothing could 
perfuade him to come near them at )aft. So 
Ihtle did he expedl from fynods towards the 
oiTtng of controverfial evils. 

The rti/r, is our prefent primate*, whofe 
jodgment in fynodical ai&irs every man muft 
value and pay a wonderful deference to, 
' There is fcarcc any thing in antiquity^ fays 
^ he, that either more expoled our chrifiian 
* profelfion heretofore, or may more deferve 
^ our ferious confideratioo at tbk day, than 

* Dr. IVaku then archbi(hop of Canierhury. 

2 ''the 
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•^the violence^ the fajp^n^ the malice^ the falji^ 
^-nefsy and the cpprijfion which reigned in moft 
*H>f tbofe fyoods thai wepe held^^by Cenfiantiui 
.*-firft, and after him by the followiBg emr 
^ per or 5^ upon the occafion of the Arwn can* 
« troverfy. Bitter are the complaints, which, 
< we are told that great emperor made of 

• them.— *Ana what little fucccfs other fynod* 

* have oftentimes had, might eafily be made 
'appear, were it needful. to enlarge upon fo 
•known and. melancholy a.fubje^t* Now 

* this, as- it has obliged not only, the beft 

• men, but the wifeft emperors, to be very 
. * careful, how they either called, or encoa- 

*T3ged fuch affemblies, unlefs they had fome 
*reafon to hope for.a^W^^ef? of them, fi> 

• may it fuffice laconvince us filll, that neither 

• are all iimes^. nor all caufes^ either prop^y: 

* for, or worthy of, fuch meetings : and that 

* the. exp,ediency of them ought.to.be very 

• clearly made out, before it can wiih^ any. 
•^reafon be expefted, that the prince fliouIH 

* confent to "their aflembling ' Authorhy of' 
Chryimn Princes^ p. Soyrr-S. 

Your lordftilp -mod tcrtaittlywHKay, that 

^tpreferft time^ and \ht prefeni caufe^ are moft 

' certainly proper for^ and worthy ofi fuch meei^ 

in£s, *A time when the da^rhes of oar 

^moft- boly faithr, and the apojiolkal hjlimtmn 



•of the government, of our church are fo viryA 
^leady attacked, and in fo open aod xnfolenC 
*a manner/ p* ^S7* 

. Permit me» my lord, to reply to this in the 
words of that great man, our,prefent metro >: 
{(klitan. * There may be fomc times in which 

* it would be zhogpxhcr. unadvtjiahle to ^JTcmhlc 
•'it [a convocation.] When mens fojjiins arc 
''let loofe, and their minds difordered ; when. 
^ their inter efts and defigm\ their . /ri^Wj and- 
^ their ^<7r/i^^ nay their own judgment s^ and 

* prifui^Iesj, lezdih^m different ways-, and. they 
^agree in nothing fo much, as in being very 
^peevijh and angry with one another : when 
•^ their very reafon is depraved; and they 

* judge not according to truth or evidence^ but 
*with-r^r^ oififfons^ and* every one oppofes^ 
••wha^anerber of a different perfiaften chhcr 
Amoves or approves of: what good can the 
^prince propofe to himfelf, or any tvi/e man 
♦-hope forj-from any i^ffembly that can be^ 

* brought, together, under the unhappy m- 
•-fluenee of thefe, and the like prcpoflcffions* 

* It was the fenfe o£ this, mad^ a wife man", 

<^itt the laft.age, tt\l Charles the W%h^ That it 

^ appeared by experieme^ and might from reafn 

*^he dcmonftratedy thatthofe affairs feldom fuc^ 

^cecded wtll^ which w*re to be- done by xm%y. 

And 
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^Aod ir facb be the incoavenieooe to wfiicl^ 
^ mmhr alone, escpofes facb mcetiogii iii the. 
^beft times i fure I am^ both naftn aod tfx-^- 

* perience wUl much more coDVince tiS| that in. 
*■ times of Jcubttnd difcontentj this mil be the 
^more tikely to be the cale; and tbatitader 
^fuch circQmfiaDce^) there is little good to foo> 

* expc£bed from them.' Authority ofCbriJlimt 
Brimes^ p< 316 — 17* 

As to the caufe^ iipo5 which: your lordAii^^ 
riimks k fit for the coovocatton to^ and affy^ 
Imuft ft til reply ia tbe words of our mofi- 
rivennd artWfiof. 

•It would be Dot only nt4dkfs \>at ah/md' 

* fdr a f)nod to be called to debate over z%i\tL\ 

< tbe fuiidaneotals of piety. — All that tbef^ 

* would gain by doing it, would be only this,. 

< that tjiey would fee their antbority and de^- 
^ finitions deTpifed by them; and onght pro*- 
Vbabiy give offence to good m^n^ as if tbe|r< 
' b^d lb much jrea(aa on their fide, or therer 

* were fo much dUficulty in this cafe, as to > 

* need the folemnity of a convocation to inters 

* fkoTe ia ii/ This b«a grate fpeaks concern^ 
'ingffptkiy.sind liiirilnis, whpdeny the truths^ 
of chrifitanrty. But then bis graa goes on to 
afHrm, ^ that neither there is any need of «^ 

' * Miw fynfid to declare tbe dp£trine of the 

* church 
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* church iQ fuch points, in which it has, hj 

* as gnatyox even greater authority, bcea 

* before declared. A convocation may fit, 

* fays he, and ^raw up what creeds and con-' 
^feffions'it will j but if they cxpeft that thofe 

* who defpife the authority of the amient 
^ genera I touficili of the church (hould be con- 
' eluded by their definitions, it will, I doubt,' 

* appear that they have but flattered tbem- 
Ifelves with vain hopes ^ and they will find 

* too late^ that thofe, who are not to be re^ 

* flraincd by what has already been deter- 

* mined, will nauch lefs regard any new 

* deeiftens that can be made againft them/ 
ihhi. p. 313. 

'Tis not, my lord, a crime I hope hi me, 
to deCre that the royal Jvpremacy may get the 
better of the fptfitual jurifdiUhn. « If the 
' meeting and aAing of the convocation does 

* depend upon the grac4 and pUafure of the 

* princi% fo that they can neither aflemble, 

* nor confult, without his permiffion, nor is 

* he any farther obliged to allow of eithef^ 

^ than he is perfuaded their meeting and a<£iing 

^ will be for the public benefit of the church 

' aod kiagdoffl'^ perhaps * his majefly may 

^ have as good or better reafons againfi their 

^ fitting under the prefent ctrcu.ro(lances of 

^ atfairi/ than caa be ofF^ed for it. ibids, p. 3. 

The 
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The charge of partaking in other mens fin 
is certainly very fevere : it deals about a heavy 
reflection upon all the minljlryi and how far 
his majefly himfelf may be concerned, I know 
not. Every reader, I believe, will be apt to 
conceive that the charge is pointed ihtre^ as 
well as upon others, when your lordfl.ip faysi 
That ' Defender of the faith is not an emfif 

* tit!e : the d^fnct of the church of England \s 
5 ^-the foundation of thg r evolution ^ and of 

* bis majcfty's fucceflion to the throm^ p. 158. 

But what is all this grounded upon \ Be« 
caufe a fynod is not permitted to affemhle^ 
where 'tis * very likely to fly into heats and 

* parties^ and after much contention j nothiog 
'^ tabe done. And then the enemies wi<hoQt, 

* will fmile, and tell the world, that when it 

* came to the trial, the convocation itfelf 

* could not agree, about this matter; and 
< from thence dra^ an untoward confequence 

* againft the very doftrine itfelf [of the trinity.'] 
Authority of ChriJUan Prirces^ p. 330. 

I would willtngly, my lord, caft a veil 
over this unaccountable behaviour of councils^ 

* where pride and ill-nature commonly do- 

* mineer ;' that I may fiill keep to that g*tQt 
man's words. Appeal. Pref. p: 24. When 
one fees the arts that have been ufed to con- 
demn. 



i 
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dcmn or to acquit a perfon, the intrigues, the 
corruption, the malke and oppreiSon, which 
;ippears in the very firft (iffemhlm of the clergy 
nnder ConJIantme \ and by what tricks their 
points were carried then^ and have been toc^ 
often fince, I am borne down by the weight 
of his grace* s judgment^ and cannot but acquit 
hts majejly and all others of all imputation of 
fin, io not permitting, in our'prefent circum- 
fiances, the convocation to Jit and a^. 

Pardon me, my lord, for the trouble I 
have put your lordfhip to on this occafion. 
But when the humour of addreffing, begua 
at Oxford^ encouraged and promoted by the 
London clergy^ and 'tis faid ( I do not pretend 
to fey for wbat end) that 'i4s to be^carried-on 
10 trnay 'vifiisticns over EngJdnd this fummer, 
—when this humour of addreffing thanks for 
a looky which contains the very eflence of 
perfecution^ is promoted, I cannot but opebly 
protejl agaiuft fuch proceedings. It fecms to 
me an artful method of fomc to catch the 
unwary, that under pretence of declaring 
againji herefy, they may declare y^r perfcr 
cution. Your lordfliip, no doubt, is not 
accountable for any anions of other men. I 
therefore propofe it to the confideration of 
all thofe who are fo jsealous for thefe thanh^ 
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fhal if this pqblic approbattQa of 3K>ttr \or^- 
ihip*s book be thas teftified, vrhetber it be. 
not ia all thofe that are coiicerQed» as thar 
gr$at prelaie to oftca q0Oted> expreflcs it» /# 
arralgQ the gorcrnmeDt y^ not fuffering ibr f^ 
CONFOCJTION to mtt^r ^^nd to teU the 
worlds that bstb the honoiir ^f rcIigioSi tind the 
good of ibo chiirch) en conutned in it^ and 
cannot hi freftrvid fpitbout k. Jul I arty of 
Chrljiian Princes^ p. 5, Is oot t)iis to mak^ 
as invidious a fuggeftion agamft our fovereiga- 
lord king GEORGE^ and againft M in au- 
thority under him, n^ 'tis pof&ble to make f 
Is this fuggeftion jft aod rt^ht at this tim^p^ 
when a fpirit of faiCtfOQ is raifed and pro-* 
looted ^ovQr the datu)Q 00 othir accouats^ 
and when dificooteotta hav^ elouded ia a^ 
great meafiire meas uodarftaodio^ f 

But if thanks muft be voted, as I perceive^ 
the univerftty of Cambridge likewife hath ju(t 
now done, yet let the doftrine of perficution 
be excepted ; let the kathen's advice, which 
muft have prevented chriftianity's coining into- 
the world, and muft hinder the reformation of 
public errors in all countries, be excepted;, 
let the change upon the government be excepted ^ 
and let the errors of the book, whatever they 
be (for which I am fure your lordftxip would 
aot accept any one'^s thanks} be excepted, that 

thofe 



4li«fe ixrho vote their thanks may not -be 
•chargeable ^ith ibtm^ and thea I think the . 
Jimtreft ihanks arc dctc to your lordflup ; Bor 
•Woiild any inaQ more readily concur ia g^ing 
<bem, than, 

' My /Loud, 

j/zi*, Your Lordihipfs 

Moil: obedient Servant. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

THO' in* the preceding Utter ^ a fuffident 
anfwer is given to what your lordftiip 
rbad fatd concerning punifhment for hlafphen^^ 
yet I have judged it not improper to fuggeft 
a few things upon that topic more particularly. 

Blejfhem^ is an irreligious, prefuoptnous, 

<ODteniptt}Ou€ pevlliag of God. When there* 

foreiyiottr h>nUhip fayis, P*^S9* V^* [Cbtift] 

^ i^aiyi andyyvii Htpf Mm9,'^lis Ua^jpfaemjj 

jvxar lordihip )COD£dunds mitnligims^ frt' 

jfiiniftmusy.^$?aimpuous> i^viUfig^ G^dy with 

jn nuft^kenuotiAn br cmc9pti^n (fG^d which has 

.n» ^ntcinpt, Jiv.reproaob, nQ reviling of - God 

deiigned or intended in. it. . 

There 
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There is Dot a more mifchkvous abufe of 
words, than to apply a term, which. always 
in /its proper feofe flaods for z deftgned prefump- 
tu9us revUiag, to cafes where no defigo^d 
reviling is intended. To execute^ jthereforf 
lawsy made againd real blafphimy\ and under 
the cover of that word to draw in, as guilty^ 
tbofe who by conftquencis and conftru^Un only, 
can be deemed blafpbmersy is to enfnare and 
to entrap men; 'tis to puni(h perfons for 
crimes which they never tbought of, and from 
th«ir hearu abhor )• aad therefore with eqnai 
juftice, they /might be treated as fekm^ or 
murdcnrs, as they can be bla/pbemers. 

Let blafpbemyy my lord, that which is really 
fuch, be puniftied as fevcrcly as your lordlhip 
wiQies; but let not men be deemed il'f-^ 
phemen by confequ-nceu f know not -where 
this evil can flop, if once this praflice (hould 
take places every Cahiriiji is* charged with 
blafphimy by bis adverfaiies, for making God 
ihe ikuthr.pf ftni and he in his iUfO charges 
tbem. Xvith the fame, crime^ for .matntaifiing 
freedom 'tf will. 'Tis jilft the fame betwiXt 
proteftants 2Xii fapijiti each of tbem deafing 
about the ^otii bhfpbany^ upon tfaeotfaet, by 
a horrible abufe of the word, (or a confrqueHce, 
which is utterly denied, and detefied, by 

thofe that are charged with it. . 

When 
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When the word, blafphemy^ is applied for, 
aitribut'ng to God what does not bdong t$ him^ 
or for, denying what does belong to him — la 
thefe cafes, and fuch like, which are iDfinite, 
it does not iignify any vicej but a nrjiake'y it 
does not relate to any thing ftriflly evH in a 
man, but to any error or inconfiflency of 
notion about God : *tts taken not in its proper 
end eminent fenfe, but in a large extent, for 
whatever, avy way, by confequina remote or 
near, hurts the name and reputation of any 
-one. To punifti men for blafphcmy^m this 
fenfe of the word, is to p unifti men, in cffei>^ 
for being failible, and becaufe they are not 
able to fee all the confequences, that tbofe of 
the moft exaled underflandings really^ or in 
jmagioatioQ, do fee. A puntfhment which 
where 'twill fall *• no man can foretell, evtry 
** good fhan fears/' 
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^^Remarks upon a BILL^now depending 

. in Parliament, entitled, A bill;:^tB 

prevent fuits for tythes^^here none^ not 

«jy C0mpoft$lonfor the fame have been 

paid wiibin a certain number of year s^ 



By a Reverend PR EL AT E*. 

TH E law concerning exemption from 
tribes as itflands at prefent, is thus : 
If tythe be demanded by the incum- 
1)eDt, and the proprietor of the lands pleads 
an exemption^ the incumbent infifts upon com- 
mon right as the general rule of law ; and it 
rcfts «pon the proprietor to prove the exemp- 
doh. And there is great reafon it (hould be 
fo ; becaufe in all cafes, whoever pleads exemp-- 
tioH frotti a general rule, is bound to aiCgn the 
fpecial grounds and reafons, of fuch exemp* 
tion : And becaufe in this particular cafe, it is 
fisppofed that the proprietor of the lands has 
the evidences in hijs hands ^ and It cannot be 
fuppofed that he or his anceftors wonld pay fdr 
an eft^te as tythe free, without dear evidence 

^ Ph Sbirbckf then biihop of Saiijiury. 

1 2 that 
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that it was fo ; when they knew the law to t>e 
fuch, that an incumbent would have it in his 
fower at any tidae to demand tythe of cooii- 
mon right, and muft prevail, if legal evidence 
of the exemptloii could not be produced. 

But by this newbiJl, the proof (hall not reft 
upon the proprietor of the lands, who isfuppof- 
ed to have the evidences of it in his hands, and 
he and his family concerned in intereft to pre*- 
fervc them \ but the proof that payment has been 
ii^ade within the ferm of years to be fixt by 
this bill, if it pafs into a law, h to reft upon 
the incumbent ; who comes a ftranger to -the 
parifli, unacquainted with what was done in th-e 
times of his predecefTors, and not like to be 
aflifted by the parKhionefs, confidering the in- 
tereft they have, and the influences they^are 
*oft times under. "' " 

In this way, exemptions may eafily be fct 
lip for all lands, the tythe whereof has not 
been taken in kind, but (which isthemoft ufa- 
al method) paid in money, whether as a mo^ 
duSi or upon the foot of a private agreetaent 
between the incumbent and proprietor. For 
the receipts for the money are in the hands of 
the proprietor, and the fucceeding incumbent 
may know nothing of any agreement made 5 or 
If he do, he cannot oblige him to produce the 

receipts 
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feceipts in proof of it. Whereas the law, as it 
flands at prefent, by which he is enabled to fae 
for tythe of common rights and prevails, if the 
proprietor do not prove the exemption, efFec- 
ttfaJly fecqres the clergy againft all fuch frauds 
and impofitlons, and nothing elie can effeda- 
ally fecure them. 

Many of the rcftories impropriate belonging 
to bifhops, deans, and chapters, and other cc- 
clefiaftical perfons^ and to the colleges in the 
two univerfities, are, and have long been, la 
thie hands of lords of mannors, or other pro* 
prietors of lands within the fame pariQies; which 
leafes defcend from father to fon, and enable 
them to let their own eftates tythe-free. And 
all lands, which by reafon of fuch unity of 
poflcfSon, Aall have paid no tythe within the 
term to be limited by this a£^, are exempted 
By It from paying tythe /^r ever^ 

Some of the religions orders, particularly 
the Cijierciansj were privileged from paying 
tythe of lands while they continuti in their occu*' 
potion^ and not otherwife. And though all the 
lands of the religious came into the hands of 
the crown, and from the crown to the grantees, 
in the fame manner as the religious enjoyed 
them ; yet by this bill, if the grantee of the 
1 3 €rowa • 
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crown Ihall haye kept fuch lands io his owi^ 
occupatioD, during the term tbtereio to be li*- 
mited, all incuinbeats are deprived for ever 
of the right they had to tythe> whea fudt 
lands (houki be occupied by a anant. 

Warrens, woodlands in particulaf countries^^ 
and lands that have lain wafte, from all whick 
tythe would be due, if converted into arable^ 
. or pafture, will be entitled to a perpetual ex* 
rnnpH^ by this aA i and it may have the likQ 
tSiA. in many other cafos, ]>o( nowforefecn* 

If it be candidly conlldered, by bow many^ 
tondue ways exemptions may and dogrow^ wc: 
Ibail fee no reafon to take from the clorgjr a&y 
^vantages ag^ind them^ whicb the law gives 
as it Aands s^i prefent. Some diCcultics have 
been mentioned already, which canoot bt a*- 
voided by incumbents, though never fo careful^, 
and whoU] (h* from reAraints and inftoeoces* 
of ^1 )cipd»> ) mcm> their coming ilrangeFs to 
their livtpgs, mi the di(HeuI|y of procuricg^ 
evideskos aoooigthe pariflMoa^i^s* But befides- 
theb, the clergy who coosie i(k unaeuftomiQed 
IO fecttlar afFairSi are more liable to be impofed 
Bpoathaa oibera; and fpme of tbep^are not Co 
carefal of the rights of their Q^mrch, as might 
be w)(hed> for want aS reflecting that they are 
I not: 
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fiot barely concerned in intereft for their owq 
time,, but are moreover the goardiaos of thofe 
rights for the ufe of their {iicceflbrs. Some 
are onaAive and fedentary» and care Dot to 
cater into enquiries, \(^hich may lead them into 
troublefome law-fuits : Others are not in need, 
and forefeeing the uneafinefs they fhall raife 
to themfelves^bycoDteAing exemptions, fitfltU 
and a^quiefce : Othefa are poor, and have not 
money to fupport contefts with rich men, and 
§0^ mufi acquiefce : Many are known to come in 
under the reftraint of geoer^ bonds of refig- 
Batios, with heavy penalties, and muft either 
go on to indulge the eflate of the patron, or b^ 
x:uined : Many livings are given to the fons or 
Bear relations of pa'rons, who are naturally 
rfifpofiwj to be refpeftful to the eftatc of the 
family } and if Qthers dfo did not the fame, 
tfhey »rc (opi^iiiries thought very ungrareful fof 
the favour of their prefentation. Many of the 
poorec livings all over England 2s^ held by fe- 
queQration^ without either inftitution or in- 
duQlon } and the clergy who officiate in them, 
not being properly incumbents, cannot bring 
fuits for the right to tythe 5 and if an incum- 
bent come ip;, who is willing and able to do it, 
he will be wholly precluded by this aft aftcjf a 
certain number of years. 

I4 ' It 
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It is eafiFy feen, how dircontiDuances of pay* 
ment may have grown by any one or more of 
thefe ways; and it would be very unreafonable^ 
that fuch difcontinuanccs, to which allthetytha 
in the kingdom arc expofed, (honld be turned 
into perpetual exemptions, for no Other t-eaforf, 
but becaufe it may now and then be doubtful, 
and need the determination of the law, whether 
a particular parcel of land is really exempt or 
not. And it would be extremely hard, that 
the livings and the fucceffbrs in them, ftiould 
be made to fufFer without any poffibility of 
remedy, by the poverty, indolence, or unhappy 
compliances of their predeceflbrs ; who may 
have fatisfied their minds with this, that it 
would be in the power of their fucceflbrs, at 
any time, to do right to ihemfelves and their 
church againft pretended exemptions, by ex* 
crting their claim to tythe of common right ; 
little fufpefting, that this ancient right would 
be extinguiflied by any future law, when the 
ilandlng rule of all courts, civil and ecclefia- 
flical, fince the reformation as well as befprc, 
had been, that no plea de non decimando ought 
to be admitted; and when it appeared not, 
that ihejufice and equity of that rule had at 
any time been called in queftion by the Icgi- 
flature, 

Tho^ 
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Tho* the prefent bill goes no further than* 
fo cftablifh a perpetual exemptioQ upon a paji 
difcontiQuance of payment of tythe ; yet as the 
feveral caufes and occafnns of thofe difcontinu* • 
ances hitherto, \7ill flill remain and have the 
like efFeflr, (particularly, the infiftlng upon 
general bonds of refignation, is well known to 
be far morr common, aud more openly and 
avowedly praftifed, of late days, than ever;), 
fo will there be the fame pretence hereof ter for. 
new a£i$ to eftablifh exemptions, under colour 
of lofs of evidence, and preventing law fuits, 
and quieting podeflions ; and, in this way, 
there mufl be a gradual diminution of the 
maintenance of the clergy in every generation, 
ff they be deprived of the benefit they now 
have, of claiming tythe by common rights 

From thefe confiderations, and from the 
Bianifeft difadvantages the clefgy lie under in 
being far lefs able to know^ and prove^ and 
ajjirt their rights, than thofe who enjoy eftates 
by inheritance} no ftatutes for limitation of fuits 
have ever been extended to the revenues of 
the church, but the fuccefTors have hitherto 
been left at full liberty to ajfert their rights, 
at any time. So that it is very groundlefly 
infinuated in the preamble to this bill, that the 
ftatutc of Edw. 6th, on which it pretends to- 
• I 5 found 
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found iffelfy had created a prefcription of fertf 
ycari , fo as to debar the clergy of thofe dayt^ 
from elaimiog tythe ia any other manoer than: 
they bad been paid witfaia that term, and 
from ckimng aoy at all, if lands had not pi»i 
any at all fpr (b long a timo* For the words^ 
of that z6t are, that all pr^sdial tythes (hall 
be paid, infuch manntr and form as hath heem 
fright yiildtd and paid within forif years mxt 
hefon ibt making vfthisaQ^ ok of right or^ 

CUSTOM OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN PAID. The 

Bieaningof that retrofpbA oi forty years ^912%^ 
plainly this; that In the infancy of the reformat, 
tion many of the people were unwilling to pay 
lythes to the profeftant clergy, and did not be* 
lievc they had any title to them \ as is plainly 
iatimated in the preambles to two former afis 
for the payment of tythes,. 27 H. 8, r. 20- and 
32 jW 8. r. 7. Againft whom it Is plainly the 
inteDtlonof this a£l, to provide that they (halt 
be obliged to pay ty thes to the protfftant incnm- 
bentS) as punctually, as rhey had paid them to* 
the popijh; and if they do not, that they (hall 
be liable to temporal coercion, as well as ec- 
clefiaflical cenfures. So that the aft of Edw. 
6. was made wholly mfovour of the clergy, 
and to facilitate the recovery of their tythcs y 
and then, as to the right, though no tythe at 
all had been aAually paid witbia that term> 

the 



4W2/ Orthod ox y JBakenl 20 3: 
tfic power of faing for it is fully refervcd by 
the additional words, or of right or cus- 
tom OUGHT to have been paid — And, in » 
fubfequcnt claufe {{tdl. 4.) all e^^emptions and 
difcharges from tythe, are left to ftand or fall 
according to the laws in being, before thataA; 
provifion being only made, that if they were^ 
really exempt before, they (hould not be made 
liable to pay tythe by any thing in the adb.. 
Whereas the prefent bill is wholly in favour 
of the parifhioners againfl the clergy, and! 
takes from incumbents the known and efta-* 
blifhed privilege of claiming tythe of common 
right ; and; afffer a difcontinuance of payment. 
for a certain time, utterly deprives them of their 
right, even though they ihould be able to- 
prove it by records and evidence* of undoubted 
authority. 

But if that retrofpeQ to the forty years be- 
fore the a£l of Edward the Vlth, had bcea 
made the only rule of the clergy's right ; it had 
been a much more favourable rule, than the 
like, or even a larger term of years before the 
making of this a6V, would be. Every one- 
knows in what view tythes were confidered-ia 
the times to which that retrofpeA reaches, and 
how religious the people were in paying them^ 
to the fiiU. B\it it is to be feared, that in lat- 
er days that antieot principle has loft much of 

i& its 
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its force. There is one whole feA among ns; 
who plead coordeoce for refuQng to pay anf 
tytbe at all. Another fort, howeiFer confcien- 
tious in not converting tythes to their own ufe, 
do certainly think them better employed to- 
wards the maintenance of popifii priefts tbaa 
proteftant incumbents. And the people, in 
general, are not eafily brought to feel the force 
of that unanfwerable argument for the clergy's 
right to tythe, that they or their anceftors 
purchafed no more than nine parts. 

One great pretence for this bill, is the Ufi tf 
evidince; namely, original grants from the 
crown, and other evidences relating to them. 
Concerning which, it may well be fuppofed ia 
general, that families arc very careful in pre- 
ferving the evidences of their cflatcs; and 
what preferves the evidence of the eflale ex- 
empted, preferves alfo the evidence of the ex- 
emption. Thefe are, of courfe, tranfmitted 
from father to fon , and, being grants from the 
crown, were to be recorded and preferred iir 
chancery, and may probably be found there ; 
and in many cafes, fufficient evidence, whether 
lands are exempt or not exempt^ may be had 
from the office of augmentation, which is open 
to every fubjeA, and contains the fiate of the 
lands and Impropriate tythes of many reli- 
gious- houfes (as they came to the crown^ and 
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hj confequence to the grantees) tiDder the 
aamesof the houfes to which they beloDged, 
aod with accounts of their beings in leafe or 
manual occupation at the time of the diinfo- 
hition ; upon which circumflances, the point 
of exeoaptionor no-exemption chiefly depends. 

All fuch records, in what hands foever, if 
fairly produced, may be proofs againft pre-^ 
tended exemptions, as well as proofs for real' 
cms ; and yet this hill not only puts the pro- 
prietors of the lands under no obligation to- 
declare in a legaf manner that the evidences are 
, really loft, or to produce them, if not loft; 
but, after a term of years in which no tythe 
has been -paid, the fucceflbr of one or more 
incumbents who were indolent, or ignorant of 
their rights, or under undue reftraints from 
claiming them, is utierFy debarred by it from^ 
claiming tythe, tho' he (hould be^able to prove 
never fo clearly from records to which he caa 
have accefsy that there could be no legal ea>- 
emptlonv 

As to the other pretence for this bilF, viz, 
the preventing differences and law-fuits, a free- 
dom from them, and a quiet and peaceable 
enjoyment of our own, are certainly very great 
bleffings ; and the greater the bleffings are, the 
greater is their guilt, who will not luffer their 
acighbours to enjoy them on any terms, but 

' the 
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the giviDg up their joft rights,- and the oecef 
farj fttbfiftence of themfelves aod their families; 
But on which fide the breach of peace and 
frieodfliip, as occafiooed by fuits for tythe^, 
does chiefly lie, appears from calculations that 
Have been made by pradlitioners in the court ' 
of exchequer, which fliow that the inftances 
wherein the profecu tors for tythes hzrefaihdy 
bear no kind of proportion "^^o the number of 
loftandcs in which they hrrtpr£uailed\ and, as^ 
to the number of fuits, many of them have 
been the fuits of lay impropriators, and not 
parochial incumbents. So far are the clergy 
from being juftly chargeable either with mul- 
titudes of profecutions, or with bringing fuch- 
fuits as have been deemed vexatious or frivo- 
lous : The truth lies on the other fide, that 
thro* the unwillingnefs or inability of fome ta 
engage in troublefome and expenfive law- 
fults, and thro' the reftraints and influences^ 
which others have been under, the rights o% 
their churches have greatly fuffered^ and \^ 
degrees been loft« 
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Jhnmadverjums on the preceding: 
Remarks* 

THE reverend prelate firft layf down the* 
X^AW as, he fay«, it ftaad$ at prefeat; £ 
wiih that he 'would vouchiafe to lay dowtii 
KE.A$ON. Whea a bill depends in parliament^ 
ijie legiflature are to confider tvhat ought to be 
kwy and not what is law ; for if they were 
lioand by cuftbm^ or Aatote^, they would b& 
ijfelefs to the people^ who often find themfelves 
aggrieved by the ^ge and inftitutions of 
former times, againft which they qan have no* 
relief, but froip the kgiflative power, 

The hifbop obferves^ that as the law now»' 
Aands, ** If tytbe be demanded by the incum- 
*• bent, and the proprietor of the lands pleads 
«* an exemption, the incumbent infifts upon 
« common rigbt^ z$ the general rule of law, and 
<* it refts upon the proprietor to prove^the ex- 
•* emption.'" And he thinks, there is great 
rcafon it fliould* be fo ;. " becaufe in alh cafes, 
*♦ whoever pleads an exemption from a general 
^ rule^ is bound to aifign the fpecial grounds 
«< and rc^fons of fuch exemption." But he 
ought to have told us, not that the incumbent 
kififts upon common right, which we all know ; 
iMit wbf be Jkuld iniift upoa common right,' 

which 
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Mvhich the wife/i of us cannot account for* 
What is admitted in xourts of judicature^ 
ought not to determine us. The queflioa 
now IS, Wkatjhould be allowed by a Britifii legi^ 
Jlature ? And though it is certain that when a /^ 

proprietor of lands pleads an exemption la ^ 
JVeJlminJier-Hall^ it refts Upon him to prove iri 
yet it may well be confidered in a houfe of com'" 
w^wj, whether that proof ought to reft upon him; 

If the cafe of tribes be fairly an J juftly con- 
fidered, many objeflions will arife againft itd^ 
being a cafe of common right ; which muft ia 
parliament be Uiedy not by common law, but By 
common fenfe. There cain be no right in the 
world but that which arifes from nature, and' | 

the reafon of things: Shew us from thence 
that the clergy have a right to maintenance 
from the laity, and we will then allow that 
the laity ought to maintain them. No obli- 
gation can be laid on any one, unlefs an equi- 
valent really received creates it. We do not 
owe the king himfelf allegiance, but on the 
terms of equal proteftlon ; and we cannot owe 
the clergy t)thesy but on the terms of ^n egui* 
volenti Where then is this equivalent ?' Or,, 
why (hould the clergy exa^ tyihes,. as arifing; 
to them oi right? 



Ho 
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No man by confcience, or for his own hap- 
pioefs, or for the publie good, is obliged to 
conform to any church, or advife with any 
prieft, but fach as himfeif approves^ Oo the 
contrary, to compel his conformity againft his 
opinion,N? agakft all confcience, againfl; his 
own happinefs, and the public good. If he 
does conform to that church of his own choice^ 
ft is for fome advantage ; and fo far as he con- 
forms and enjoys that advantage, fo far is he 
under an obligation*, aud owes a maintenance 
to that clergy, from whom he receives an equi- 
valent. But if he cannot and does not con^ 
form^ what advantage does he receive ? What 
obligation is he^under, or what maintenance 
does he owe to any one ? It may be neceflaiy 
that priefis, as well phyfuians^ (hould be pro* 
vided, for the cure oi fouls as well as of bodies. 
But would It not Be very unreafonable that 
the'la)^ (hould oblige u^ to give phyficians re- 
tainirig fees^ and compel us to maintain them, 
by paying them when we do not want them, 
as much as when we do want them ? Is it not 
fufEcient that they are paid when they are ap- 
plied to ? And is there any dilFefence between 
fhyjiciam and priefis^ which creates a greater 
obligation: to the latter than to the former ? 

Mefli 
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Men havisg a natural right and a legal tbW 
ration to choofb their own religion^ do often 
aflbdate them&lvea i» particular churches, and 
diflent fcom the national fed» or eAabliihed 
church. Every member of SLffpurate church 
iianda obliged to fupport bis awn paftor>wbilft 
fce reforts to him \ and (hall he alfo ftand obli- 
ged to fupport a parochial paftor» whom he^ 
ziever re(brts to ? Shall he not only pay the 
prieA whom he applies to^ btit Kkewife ooe 
whom he never applies to I By the fame rule, 
he might not only ftand obliged to fee tho 
phyfician who attends him, but alfo one who 
never attends him. ^Aud might not the fame 
pretence be laid claim to iff the phyfician t» 
by the prkft, that he whom the yfati fhall 
choofe, is as ready to i>ndertake the ctir^i as* 
he whom the patient (hall choeft ^ 

Jf thl$ be the cafe>, I do net fee how the 
clergy can Tue their parilbes for ijtt.hi of am' 
MS* rigi^fi any more than tbdl p^y(iciaiis ciff 
foe for parochial fees. And tbe;refore why 
Aottld this be foifcred tO' continue ^mm^ bmf 

If then the clergy have not from reafon and' 

nature a common right to t)tb4i, ib^ laity have 

a common right to exemption ; and therefore 

. when a pridl (ball £ae for tythe^ if the pan(h 

plead! 
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|tead an exemption, the general rule of joflice 
win be on their fide^ atid the pnejl ftand 
bound ta alUgn the fpecial fffomdt znA reafont 
«f bis pr^ence tO: tjtbei 

The reverend prelate imagioeSi that " It caii- 
** not be fuppofed that the proprietoi: or his 
** ancedors would pay for an eflaie as tythe- 
•* free, without clear evideoce that it was fo ; 
•* and therefore he at all times, ought to prove 
•* that it is fo.'* But every man koows that 
ki any other cafe, a long difcontinuance of 
an incumbrance will legally be an avoidance of 
that incumbrance \ and therefore it is, that 
quiet poiTeilton^ enjoyed for a coofiderable 
timei is a good titU io Uw^ whatever ancieat 
cUim ibaU be renewed* Tbii is well l^oawa* 
i^od is very reafooable ; wbereaa th^ pQwer of 
xh^ clergy ta demaad and recover iytbe of 
eomnion right, againft a loQg enjoyment of 
difcontinaanccy is neitjier well Icnowa nor ia 
any degree reafonable« Sa that men may 
very eaiily pay for eftatcs as tytbe^free* v^ 
cafe there hath been a long difcontinuance; 
and fuch a purchafe ought ta be entitled to* 
exemption, juft as it is in the cafe o( fult-refftsy 
If they are long difcontlnued, they cannot be; 
kgally laid claim to ; for the law fuppofes^ 
reafonably that they were difcontinued, either 

becau&r 
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becaufe they were not due, or elfe by agreo^ 
meat. And after a Idhg courfe of time, evi- 
dence naturally grows dark or deficient, ia 
which cafe the law will not diAurb pofleflioQ* 

If the law in any cafe does allow exemptioDS 
from tytht^ as it does in many, why not in all? 
Since if it is not an injury to one incumbent^ 
that his parifhioners are exempt, it cannot be 
to any. And if it^ is a common good done to one 
parifli, it is of common right due to all in the 
kingdom \ which may well be confidered by th« 
legiflativc power/ 

All thfe having its due Weight, gaVe rife to 
the bill now depending in parliamept, by 
which the proof of exemption (hall not reft 
Upon the proprtetor of land, who in many cafes 
hath no title to the land itfelf, much lefs to 
enjoy it tythe-free, other than that which arifes 
from long and^«/W pofleffion: An evldenct 
fufficient at all times ; and indeed no better is 
demanded in atiy cafe, except where the clergy 
ere concerned* 

Inftead df obliging the land-owners^ as b^ the 
laws in being they are obliged to prove a fpe- 
cial exemption, the bill now depending enafls, 
that the clergy (hall prove a fpecial right to 
tythe^ it having been proved, beyond contra- 

dlflioD^ 
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diftion, that they have not a common right by 
{feafon or the nature of things. 

The reverend f relate pretends that this proof 
ought .not to lie upon them, *' Becaufe they 
" comellrangers to their parifties, unacquainted 
«< with what was done ia the time of their 
" predeceflbrs, and not like to be aflifted by 
** the pariftiioners, confidering the iniereft 
** they have, and the influences they are oft 
*' times under.** 

This will not by any means bear th« teft of 
^xaminauon ; for a clergyman mull come into 
a parifti with a very odious chara6ter indeed, 
that no man will give him aifidance. It is 
-very eafy to know by living witnejfes^ what 
hath been doflc within forty yean paft by his 
^redecelTor^. And let the general intereft or 
influence be ever fo much againll him, fome 
jperfons will certainly adhere to him. If he be 
,a worthy man, he need not defpair oifufficient 
friendfhip and afliAance. If he be the word 
man alive, he will dnAfomeperfons for their own 
profit, afliduoui to give him informations, and 
to court his favour ; nay, if deferted by all 
men, ftijl he may file a bill of difcovery in the 
court of exchequer^ againft whom he pleafes i 
and can never want evidence^ if he is not with- 
out right: An advantage which the prelati 

prudently 
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frudendy concealed, whea he fet forth their 
pretended difficulties* 

It IS therefore poultry ^uff^vfhich hath dropt 
irom this prelate's peii, to fay, that receipts 
which incumbents give the land^ownersy where 
there is a modm or an agreemmt^ remain in the 
jiands of thofe land owners \ and that fucceed- 
ing incumbents cannot have reconrfe to fncfa 
fl-eceipts. He very untruly fays, that incnm- 
'l)ents cannot compel fuch receipts to be pro- 
^luced : If they are minded to fue for tythe^ 
they may at the fame time (ficfoi evidef^cei 
«nd on the difcovery of the latter, they effec- 
tually may recover the former. But where 
the tytbes are paid in kind, the cburch^wardens 
or efficers who cottcfled them, may be fum- 
moDcd on any trial, and give an account upon 
oath, viva vocij what hath been the ufage: All 
which the reverindpr^kte conceals, nay denies ; 
. which in one fo well acquainted with thefe 
affairs is inexcufable, and in Otie of his holy 
tbaraSfer is much to be lamented. 

As to riff9ri€» impropriate^ leafed by collegeSy 
hijhepsi deans and ch0ptersy which may continue 
by fuch leafes in particular families more thaa 
f forty yearsi and by the taffies may be let to 
under tenami tytke-free, in which cs^e there 
VriU txibAperpetmltwcm^iki } dare onder- 
4 take ' 
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{tak« to anfwer for the wifdom Aod circam* 
fpeftioQ of thofe bodies or perfons thug 
foffcfled oi improprkthns^ that if this laW (hall 
pafs, they will never grant any leafe allowing 
the leflees to let them tyihefree forty years to- 
gether, or in any manner whatever whlcii 
may create aa exemptiou. Ecclefiaftick^ are 
not ufed to be either fo negligent or fo dijintt' 
rejied^ nor arc they likely to be fo, efpecially 
after this bijbop hath favoured theoi with fo 
timely a precaution. 

Some of the religiooG orders, particularly 
the Cijierciansi were, it feems, privileged from 
paying tythes of lands, whilji thofe lands cents* 
nued in their occupation. When the crowa 
refumed thofe lands, they were granted to be 
held in fuch manner as thofe monks enjoyed 
them ; and yet the bijhop complains that if this 
bill take place the exemption Will not ceafe, • 
tho' the grantees do not occupy the lands 
ihemfelveSi but the lands are occupied by a 
tenant. Neither can I fee why itjhould^ it be- 
ing much more due to induftrims landed men^ 
than ever it was to lazy^ idle, fsiperjitious 
monks, the vermin and locujls ^mankmd* 

<^ Warrens, woodlands, and lanjds that 

^ HAVB LAIN WASTSy fyf$ tb€ hlfiipp^ froiB 

. . aU 
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** ail .which tythe would le dui^ if converted in- 
•* to arable or fajiure^ will be entitled to a 
«' perpetual exemption by this aft. 

Is this then ^a argument, agalnji the lav 
propofed ? In my humble apprehenfion there 
can be none (Ironger/^r any bill whatever. It 
is well known that the waste lands ofthis 
kingdom would be of infinite value, if con* 
verted into arable oxpafture. They would be 
an addition to the wealth of the kingdom, of 
greater value than the prefent national dtbu 
And can there be too great encouragement 
given to improve them ? Or can a greater dif- 
couragement be in the way, than that, after 
fo much labour and expence to improve therh 
(wherein the clergy bear no (hare) they fhall in 
2ifew years time, juft when they beCome 6f any 
value, fall under the heavy incunibranGe of 
tythe^ and pay ^ tenth part of their neat produce 
to the clergy, which is a perpetual land tax 
on the kingdom of two shillings in the 
pounds and, without improving wajle lands^ 
amounts to above a million per annum? Who 
would improve wajle lands on fuch conditions \ 

This charitable prelate^ who thro* the wjiole 
argument is fo kind to the laity^ as every where 
to fuppofe them rogues and thieves^ continually 
and Hnanimoufly cheating the poor clergy of their 

righttous 
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yj^hteous dues ; I fay, this very charitable pre* 
IdU^ comes now to befpeak our candour fot 
the clergy, and exhorts us ;o believe, <^ That 
** they are wumcuftotned to fecular affairs^ are 
** more liable to he impofed on than others^ and 
^Sfothe of them not fo careful of the rights ofiht 
« churchy as might be wijhed. Some^ he fays, 
*< are Una^five and fedentary^ and care npt to 
" engage in troublefome law-Tuits : Others 
** arc not in need, and forefeeing the uneafineft 
** occafioned by contefts, fit ftill and acquiefce : 
** Others are poor, and not able to carry oa 
** contefts, and fo mufi acquiefce 5 Many come 
*' 10 under the reftraint of general bonds o£ 
*« refignation, with heavy penalties^ and fo muft 
** go on to indulge the eftatcof the patron, or 
<' be ruined: Many livings are given to the 
*' fons or near relations of patrons, whick 
«* creates a natural difpofition to be refpeftful 
«* to the eftate of the family ; and if others alfo 
** do not the fame, they arc fomethnes thought 
** ungrateful for the favour of their prefen- 
•* tation." This is the general cafe of the 
clergy, in the canJid biftiop's account. 

Thofe who have nothing to gain by flattering 
the clergy^ may poffil^ give another account of 
them. Who, vcL^^nanu of Modefty^ would 
think them unacquainted with fecular affairs^ 

VOL. III. K that 
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tbat fees them fo bafy in Ihoals at tViftminflir^ 
Bally (b conftant. at levees^ fo affiduoas ia 
draw'tng'Toemsy and fo ambitious for pGWer ? 
Is the prefentation to a living to be confidered 
.as zfptrkual or ^temporal C2i\ i And when we 
fee the whole body ftudy the gofpclfor the 
fake ofyj much a year ^ who. can fay th^t the 
good men are wholly unacquainted wkb fecular 
affairs ? 

Would toy man imagine from the argaraent 
l^ow under ocmfideration, that the Bi/bop who 
^ framed it 19 one of the h^ads of an order, an- 
acquainted with fecular f^ffairs ? I caaftot but 
do him the juftice to fay, that it is. hard to 
decide, whether he ftiewed more acutenefs in 
defence of the cbri/lian religion <x the great caji 
of tythes ? 

, ^o man would thiiaik from the clamour and 
wt'cry which all of them naake againft thi9^ 
bill I that they are more Uabk to bt impofed on 
ihtm others. No man would think it who rtin^ 
over the i^i. hanging up iti the oxcbequer^office^ 
of caufes to be heard in that court Nor did 
any man ever comfe among ?U'« or' three priejfs 
at any time, but thetr tyt^zui thdf ^«jmade 
a part of the converfatkxn; Let any one go to 
Cbild'^ or the Chapter eoffoe^houfty wbeBever 
he pleafes, and he will conftantly experience.. 

the 
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the truth of this obfervation. If gentkmca 
recolleft the. behaviour of the clergymen id 
their feveral countrieSt they mil find that the 
nicejjiues of fome, xht avarice of otherSi and the 
luxury of maoyy continually put them on •ci- 
ing SLXi^fqueezing their parifhioners : that thofe 
who feldom r elide on their livings, are out of 
the reach of uneafinefs occaiioned by cxa£tions 
and contefts : That thofe who haunt levees^ 
and follow great perfons, and aim at prefer* 
nenty cannot other wife fupport the expence, of 
coming to town, and living far diftant from 
their cunsy but by extortim and law-fuits : 
Th'ax young clergymen in fmall livings hope for 
great ones^' and do not much regard the ill will 
of parifhioners : That they have all the fame 
appetites which other men have, and having 
more power, db more to gratify their lufls : 
That having been bred cxpenfively in'univcr- 
fiiics, they will frequently five above their in- 
comes ; and fpendtng all-and more than all, 
make their pariOiioners eternally uneafy, and 
kave their families certain beggars. There is 
no man alive of any experience, but hath feea 
numberlefs indances of thefe pradices. And 
bow fuch men as thefe can be defcribed as 
as wholly unacquainted with fecular affairs^ or 
more likely to be impofed on than other Sy cannot 
K 2 poffibly 
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pcjftbly be dene^ without the be^p of this bifhop's 
cjlonijhing candour^ 

' I will be fo juft to the reverend prelate as to 
admit, that^fm/ among the clergy zxt fedentary 
antf unaSiive men ; nay, I will allow with 
j^Ieafure, far froin being unduly prejudiced 
againd their order, thaty^m^ among them are 
likewife difinterejled and humane. Such may 
fometrmcs wave their legal rights rather than 
engage in contefts. No man of fenfe will mif- 
Teprefent any man, or body of men ; but to fay 
that this order hath a greater proportion of 
fuch perfons than falls to their ihare, compared 
with the mafs of mankind, is grofs zn^fulfmi 
flattery ; I might fay downright faljhoad^ had I 
not fome concern for tht ^pifcopalchara3er^ 

We all know what human nature is, and 
that the una^ive or fedentary^ the difinterejled 
or humane are very few in number, compared 
with the multitude of ambitiousy mercenary^ and 
etpprejfive men : indeed mod men are fuch, if 
favoured by pttwer or opportunity j neither is 
there any way to make them oiherwife, but by 
allowing them. as little power and tis/ew oppor- 
tunities as poffible. Wherein doth the popijb 
and protejlant clergy differ but in this, that the 
former, being allowed by law greater fcopc 
for knavery and thievery^ do much more cheat 

and 
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and plunder the people, while the latter, hav- 
mg lefs law on their fides, are honifl^ at 
Jeaft harmlefsy in proportion to the rcflraints 
cpon them ; as indeed are the bulk of man- 
kind; which all will allow who- have much 
converfed among them. 

This being the nature of nun^ and confer 
qucntly of priefts^ who are at no time bitter^ 
but are very often worfe than cthtr men^ having 
greater laiitudi of doing wrong, having their 
holy or dirt to command refped^, and their y^-^ 
end charailir to cover much reproach \ hav* 
ing alfo the awful name and word of God Al" 
mighty to make ufe of for the advancement of 
worldly interejis and feljijh views ; with what, 
pretence of candour or of honefly can any one 
defcribc them to be men wbolfy unacquainted^ 
with fecalar affairs ^ and more likely to be impofed. 
on than other people ? Or how can it be fug- 
gcfted,. that thro' this excefs oi grace and virtue 
their Icjal rights are in greater danger of be- 
ing loft, by the limitations of/uits at law de* 
figned in the bill depending, than thofe rights 
belonging to the reft of mankind' arCi unde^ 
the fame reftri£lions. 

This reverend prelate imagines, that many- 

incumbents of livings negleAing their own. 

K. 3, idteceftau 
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kjterefts thought that they did no wrong as thqf 
fiirmifed that their fucceflbrs wouJd have an eafy 
method to recover their rights on the general 
rule of common law, never fufpeding that the 
ligiflative p9iMr would at any time quefiion the 
equity And juftia of that rule, which he fays, 
was part of popery itfclf, and was never once 
Aruck at fioce the rtformamn. 

Muft then tht folly and dotagi of a few fu- 
fHOC ecchfiajiicks^ who never imagined that we 
(hould queftion what was e^al and jufl^ de- 
bar us from the enquiry, and foredofe the 
qucftion^y^r ever f If a general rule Is fkot built 
on ipity and y^i/Z/r/, it is agaioft the general 
inte-e/l^ and ought no Igngertobe a general rnlCj 
whoever hav* been miftaken in thAr Jimple 
conje^rcs, 6t whatever private men may be 
damaged in 'perfinal icftereds. . Let it alfo be 
confidered, that cuHom and ufage, the more 
ancient it is, the more liable it is to be corrupt^ 
and therefore more fit to be examined. The 
reformation^ however happily obtained, or be- 
Bcficial to us, left many errors and enormities 
Hnreformed : Befidcs, new crimes and corup- 
tions naturally arife in the courfe of tim^, 
which may make reformation asneceflary w>w 
B8 it was two hundred years ago. And which 
cowuptio^s^ if they coiitin.n« or fprcad, will 

one 
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one day make it jufl ihe fame thing as if tia* 
refortnatioQ had ever been at all. 

Thofe who refleft on the rife and progrefs^ 
of the reformation^ muil know, that the pafltens 
of Harry ihe eighth had a much greater (bare 
in that vvork than the interefts of the people ;. 
and however the latter demanded it, yet it 
was done to gratify the former. No wonder 
then that a prince, whofe principal view was 
to e(labli(h himfelf in the place and power of 
'ftitpo\i^ fliould fMffcr fo many grievous parts- 
of popery to continue. And tho' a due regard 
to tire gcnertl iatereft would have induced bur 
Erft rrfoffniri to iibolift tyihes^ yet the political 
views of the prince prevented it. He meant, 
to make the clergy as irfnful «nd fabfervient to? 
himfeiftis ihtj had becft to th« Roman pontiffs. 
Bcfides, be htA many voracious favouritv to 
gratify ; and inftcad of remitting ihcfp tythhs 
or this decimation tax^ to thofe on whofe laad^ 
it was raifed, which indeed was the ^w/? and' 
equal meafure that ought to have been pur* 
fued, he ftill left the tythes fubfifting ; fomi 
whereof were given to kich^ others to priejfs^ 
col^esj chapters, deanari^s, and bijhopricksy . 
whllft thofe which were given to laymen^ have^ 
fioce been made liable to become eccUJiaJiical ^ 
tndoajumints^ notwithstanding the ftatute of' 
Ki>^,^ Mortmain^ , 
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Mortmain ; which is effcftually taken away, as 
a corporation is eftablifhed with perpetual fuc- 
ceflion and a revenue which will in time buy 
up all the impropriations in the kingdom, in 
which cafe we (hall be very little the better for 
the reformation* 

The reverend prelate hath^ by the moft la- 
boured account he could poffibly devife, en- 
deavoured to fliew how the right oftytbe may 
be univerfally loft tathc clergy by the opera- 
tion of the law propofed. He imagines that 
Xome Atc/upine and indolent^ others clogg'dzni 
rejlrainedi as alfo, that many are hyajfed by their 
family relationftiips, dependencies and friend- 
/hips ; which, if it were all true, would be far 
from proving the point he advances 5 for very 
few men enjoy a living forty yean together, 
the indohni give place to the a^tive^ the difm' 
terejied to the avarttious^ a whole generation is 
changed, and the face of the world altered in 
thirty years or lefs. So that things are like- 
wife varied, and the right of tythe will often bt 
cjferted^ very feldom negle^ied^ and probably 
never loji through any operation of the bill 
depending, 

. But fuppoting what he furmifes was really 
true \ fuppofing that there would be in confe- 

■quence 
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cfUCDce of fuch a law, a gradual dimittution of 
the maintenance of the clergy it^ every generation^ . 
if thus they be deprived of claiming tythe of ^ 
common rights as in trath* they cannot ground ' 
their claim npon common right, whatever they 
may do hj fiSiion of law : Why, what ihenf ' 
How would this afTeA fociety, but by lefleU'^ 
iag the numbers and' reducing the power of 
the clergy, very much ta the advantage of a 
people who deCre to improve their freedom ^ 
and happioQ^fs ? It would draw great numbers 
of lazy) idle, unprofitable men into the ways of 
induftry, and make them ufefui to their na- 
tive country. It would cafe the landed-in«' 
ter^A of a grievous and opprefBve burden. 
It would make thofe clergymen, who (hould 
adminifter the gofpel, more faithful to the 
charge, and dependent on thofe from whom< 
they ought not to YiVi^feparaie interella. 

Yet, if the clergy muft be maintained in a 
ftate oiindfpendency zviA domnatian^ if they are 
to have eftabliflied revenues for their main*^ 
tenance, why muft thefe be exafled in tythe^ , 
the moft grievous of all impofiiions ? Why ' 
muft they take from. the. poor^ induftrious ^ 
farmer, who hath, but one hiindred pounds 
per annum (the neat produce of his land) to 
liFfi. on i why muft they, annuolly take ten 
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pstmJs ol the money, whiclH ia a few years* if 
the ufe of it was allowed him, would provide 
for a cbildf and thereby giire a ufeful numk^r x^ 
the commoDwealth T This is the more imo^- 
krable grievance, confidering ihzi foms bljh4p$^ 
who cant and whine for the maintenance of 
t^eir clergy, do at the fame time pofiefs im- 
mefife revenues^ more than ft>fficient for the 
apifties fycceffirsy and much more than ^ny 
cpoftUy or indeed all of them put together^ would 
ever have pretended to. Let them (hew ex- 
amples of care (or the clergy, not i« nmrds^ but 
in real aSts of charity. Let them propofe the 
augmentation of ^A;r livings^ by the divifion o? 
exorbitant church endowments^ Let them qait 
^heir anti*<hrijiian cum in commendam^ and^ 
live with but half the humiUiy and msdefiy of 
the holy apoflles^ they need not tax the induf- 
tri'ous landed men^ on. account of (Urgy main'. 
tename, 

Suppofe a bijhopfick of 5Q00I. per annutm 
{^nd fuch there are in this kingdom) fliould be 
reduced xo 500, how many pariQies would the 
refidue, duly •diflributed, honourably endow ?' 
Throw alfo into Hotchkotch, deanariesy 
chapter lands^ prelendsy tLtkd fme cures -^ what a. 
fund would this raife for the cure of fouls ^ 
^whoMXOMt farthing raifed in tytke^ onV^fonw 
thoufan^ ^tzsraxiXSiMbated in fpiritual luxury ? 

It 
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It may be faid» how could bijhops lo this caCe 
ftipport the expence of foUorwing couru^ and * 
coming up ODce«a year t^Lsudonf But may v 
itoot be, aflced, IFhat thty haw to do there f 
Does ibe Hdy Gbsjl call them tjUlheri Be* 
fides, if efifcopal offices were not worth more-' 
tfaao ^oo\.'per amum^ we fliould feldom feet:.- 
biOiops Jlaves and tools ^ the <//iu^^^i of goTerur 
xoent, or attendanuon great men. 

Some prelates may think it very hard, that " 
they (honld contribute to the maintenance of 
their inferior clergy, who, perhaps, are not be- 
low them in any kind of merit; yet this will ^ 
be much more reafonable than fome things^ 
which have been talked of as praAifed, even 
fince the reformaikn. Particularly, fuppofe it. 
ever happened that a governing prelate wai*^ 
quartered upon hijhoprich which he had re- 
commended to, and xtctvitAJmomacal fenjioni: 
from thofe whom- he had raifed to the mitre^ 
l^ way of acknowledgment for their promo^ 
motidft; I believe that fuch ungodly Jlipends > 
would better have been employed to fupport ' 
the cure offiuls than tp gratify fuck' prelaticaJy 
avarice^ 

However, if nothing but tythe wiH plcafe- 
tbe-^clergy.&NP their maiateoaaccr I m» fure*-- 
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that it ought to be confidered, whether we 
and our pofteriiy are to be always aiftr'ift with 
thefe mejfenoers of peace, and, whether it is not 
worthy the care oi a Britijh parliament to lay 
fome reftraint on fuiu for tythe^ as well as on 
a^iom 7ix\&^ from civil contraSis^VihtXhtt i\ity 
refpeS lands or money, real or perfonalefhtes, 
all which arc already under iht Jlri^eji lim- 
taiionu 

It hath not been, from any vij^hU difadtan- 
tage which the clergy lay under to inowsini 
prove and aj/irt their rights, that . the laws of 
England have left their fuits without limitation 
or reflraint. No men more diligently fludy^ 
or more vigoroufly aflert their ^r^/r«^^rf rights 
than the clergy have always done. But it 
hath been owing to the inter ejis which they cul* 
iivateJ in the courts o[ princes^ the vile drudgery 
formerly done for men in power, and the i/i- 
fluence which they thereby gained upon them, 
that the clergy have been favoured in a man- 
ner which ought not to he approved, and that 
they have not hitherto been placed on^he fame 
foot with the laity. 

The reverend prelate*^ objeftion to the pre- 
amble of the bill, for i|iat the Jiaiute of Edw. 
the fiHth, on which it is in part founded, doth 

not 
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not really create a prefcription oX forty years as 
a limited time to fue for tytbe in : I fay, this 
obje£UoQ amounts to nothing at all; for it is 
eternal truth and good fenft on which we would 
found this bill, as indeed all laws can have 
DO other good' foundation. And in cafe that 
the ancient Jiatute created no prefcription, yet 
the reafonablenefs of fuch a prefcription will 
be the fame as if it had been created a thou- 
fand years ago. 

'And allowing the meaning of the retrofpe^l 
ki that fiatute of forty years paft, allowing it 
to be as he would have- it underftood. That in 
the infancy of the reformation many of the peopk 
were unwilling to pay tytbe to the proteftan^ 
clergy^ and did not believe they had any title to //, 
ion which account ibis and other a^t were made to 
exa^itythe. 

Let us confider this matter freely : Does it 
not fhew the good fenfe of our anceftors ; and 
that as they were promifed a reformation ofre-* 
ligjony they juftly looked for it in a deliverance 
from religious burdens ? Elfc, in- what were we 
the better for any- reformation at all ? The 
clergy might have flill gone on wi^h thoufands 
of Pater -noflers^ and with ten thoufands of Ave*^ 
Marys : They might have burnt wa?c candles^ 

and 
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•od have worfhipped ctm/ecratfd waftrs. Thefe 
did no body aoy great harm ; but it was the 
exaction cf money bom iht people, with^/r/-' 
tual cenfures and temporal ccercion^ which this- 
bifliop is fo fond of, that were the very eJfeKco 
of pop'ijh tyranny \ and if thcfe were ftill to bc: 
cootiouedy the reformationvi^'^ all n ^'kery^ and' 
the prote/iant rtWgion very little wonh. So that ' 
the hijhop hath doae oo great honour to the 
cbuub of England by explainiog the meanirg of' 
^ofe laws. 

He then tells 113 bbw religious the people r 
were irt poying tythfto the full boSote the refbr-* 
maiion. This was owing to th'eir ignorance and \ 
fuperfiition \ but he hixnfejf allows a very dlf^ 
firent turn when their eyes were opened^ whiclr '. 
U the misfortune he complains of ; aiKl thus- 
the point he drives at is, that amidft the bkf-- 
fings of light ai>d howled^e^ we (hould be the- - 
lame religious dupes and bigots as we were- 
in our (late of.darinefs, and under fpiritual : 
bondage. . 

One griewnce to this frelatr is, thit the : 
fuakers plead confcifnce for not paying tythes, 
which, 1 thinks they have much belter ground"* 
te do than the clergy hare to plead divine rights 
fer.ej&a(d;iog, tbeok; . Agaia^itfeemft that^^ 
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i^n catboUcks think them better applyM to 
p9pijh paji^rs than to proUjiant incumbents', 
which furely is but reafooable, fince ihtjirji are 
their Jpiritualguidis^ and thelaft are men, whom 
they have nothing to do with, as alfo men who 
do nothing for them. Now, if this ii/bcp will . 
fliew, why fop'Jb laytften ought to pay tythe to-. 
proteftant prhfls^ I will (hew him by the fame 
demonftration^ that the proUftant laity oughfi^ 
lo pay tythe to the p^pifi) clergy^ and that the 
highprie/l of the Jtws may as well claim tythg 
Stoa^aii the people of tbt gentiles. 

Bat the bijhop^s maftor-Jbroke is ftill to come. 
He fays, *' Tha^ the people are not eafily brought^ 
" to feel the force of that unanfwerable argw 
•* ment for the clergy's right to tythe ^ that /A./>. 
" (the people) or their amejiorsy purcbafed m- 
" more than nioe parts J' In which the reve-- 
rend prelate is moft amazingly acute\ though- 
he ought to have confidered, that with the- 
nine parts, which were the original purchaie^ . 
the care of a tenth came to our hands to //// and . 
manurey to few and to reapy for the file, u/e and 
keneft of the clergy, without any adequate coo-^ 
fideratioa received ; and thus the clergy have 
BOf only the neat produce^ but the fweat ef our 
brow gratis ; not only the crcpj but alfo the 
tAsL and ojcpewe of produciDg the crop. So 
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that here is an article which runs away with^ 
fomf of the parts which we really purchafed^ 
making our (hare lefs than n'me^ and the r/^^/s 
pretended tenth about a fifth part of tbfe 
eftate -, for the expence of cuhivation is always, 
at leafty equal to the vahie of the land, and 
very often more in value. 

The bijhop therefore might indeed obferve, 
with much propriety, that the people cannot eaC- 
]y feel the force of his unanfwerable argument^ 
whilft the culture of the clergy's tenth U fucha 
dead weight on their own nine pfirts^ which the 
hijhop himfelf allows that they or their ancefiors ^ 
purchafed. I mightily love thii hijhop for his- 
unanfwerable arguments. 

Befides, if this is confldered as an idcum- 
brance, taken along with the bargain ; if it is- 
looked on as a cujiom^ry fervice attending the 
tenure of lands, and that ^h^y who take the 
one, do alfo confent to the other : Yet if this 
be the cafe, what a bleffed condition are the 
people oi England in, that the clergy who bear 
no proportion in number to the poor induflri- 
ous laity, that thefe worthy difciples of the 
meek, the humble, and the fufFcring Meiliah, 
that they have no lefs than a fifth part of 
ail the lands of En^landy which they modeftly 

calt^. 



4^^ 
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call by the name of /y/i^^v ^nd expeA (hould 
be allowed them to hold and pofTefs, evea 
wkhout thejvfilimitathns and re/iriSf ions y which 
all other lands whatever are fubjeft to by law\ 
thereby making ihtix fifth part devour the fruit 
and produce of our four parts, through the 
plague and expence of everlafting law-fuits, 
which are, for want of limitation, entailed 
tipoQ us and our innocent children ? 

If the reverend prelate's argument be allowed, 
that the clergy's right of iythe is no grievance 
to the people, becaufe that they or their an- 
ceftors, as he fay s^ paid for no more than nine 
parts : Why then the land-tax is no burthen, 
on the people, for fince that tax hath been an 
annual rent -charge^ there have been no pur- 
chafes made wherein it hath not been allowed 
for. And thus thofe perfons who bought 
their lands ander this confideration, have no 
right or pretence ever to be -difcharged from 
k. ' Infomuch that if it (hould continue till all 
our lands have changed their owners, in the 
way of bargain and fale, why then the Land* 
T AX muft become, by this hiJbop*$ rum of- 
RiGHT, an ever la/ling incumbrance on all the. 
lands ^England, and never ought to he taken off 
or releafed by the legijlative power ; which how- 
ever it be a doflrine of ^^«^/ weight with tha 

revere^di^ 
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revennd prelatt!*z unanfwerabic argumm*^ yet 
BotwithAanding this, Should any man ad- 
vance It among us, I leave it to the people to 
coniider how fuch a man ought to be treated. 

Tn popjjh countries where the rights of thi 
elirgy^ as they are called, are a ftill ^r^o//r rent- 
charge on the peoplej there is flill the fame 
unafifwerabU argument for their allowance* 
And thus whatever incumbrance or burthen,, 
however grievous, unjuft, or oppreflive, ob- 
tains upon the lands of the people, whether 
by ufurpatUn or by cmfint^ induced either 
through the neceflities of times, or the frau- 
dulent arts of deceivers, fuch impofitions, by 
this rule. Are never to be removed \ becaufey 
i& a courfe of tiaie it will be objected to the 
people, that they or their anceftors paid fot n9 
tnon than th$ uiiincunxbred parts if their lands. 
Hence in aJlxh^ parts of Europe whete *fup*r* 
Jfiiion prevails, property is^ become wholly en" 
groffid by a few cantemptlhl^m'tfcriants^ aod the 
grtauft part of the people eateri mi of their 
£/?i?//j, nay excluded from ever retrieving them, 
by zfuccejffion of eccUfiaflical caterpillars^ who 
impioufly call themfelves, fuccejfors to the 
Gpejiles. This too will ooe day be cur own 
c^ey if we. allow of fuch spiritual uftfrpations^ 
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and-offuch unanfwerahU arguments for their 
ptrpitual cftablifluncnty 

One great pretence of this bill is, hebbfervcs> 
kfs of evidence to prove exemptions. Now, 
he fays, i\\2ii families are generally fuppofed to 
be very careful to preferve fuch evidences; 
which is not true, neither is it pofTible that 
they fliould be preferved, confidcring the in* 
finite accidents which- have happened fince the 
the reformation^ How much evidence did the 
devaflations of the civil wary ihtfireofLondon^ 
and other public caJamitits licptlvt i» of ? How 
deficient are the records io the^ public officer f 
Eveo corporations^ where the care of eftatea is 
carried otiin perpetual fuccejjion^ have loft many 
of their grants ; ^nd wbat can private famlies 
be f^ippqfed to fave, with all theif cafe and 
good management ? Look into the two uni^ 
veffities themfclves. In Oxford^ the lady MoT' 
garet*% profej/ir of divinity is paid his fiipend' 
out of the iing's civil lifi^ though it be no 
royal inilitutlon. Grants of lands, and evea 
lands themfelves, are loft in the courfe of 
time : And thus the foundations of private- 
perfinSy leStureSy pnfeffhrjhips^ &c. which had 
no relation to the crown, throw themfelves at 
laft on the royal bounty for their fupport, 
when their evidences are loft, and. time hath 
^eftroyed their beft titles. 

Hpw. 
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How many cftaies of mighty value have do 
other title in the world to produce, than an- 
cient and quiet pofleffion ? How many church-- 
lands are at this day in wealthy families, who 
have held ihcm ever fincc the time of Harry 
the eighth^ yet cannot find an inch of parchment 
in the world to prove a grant from the crown, 
notwlthftanding that the candiJ bijhop will 
allow the laity no confideraiion for ihcir lojs 
of evidence f 

The ^//&0^ allows, a freedom from. law- fahs, 
and the enjoyment of peace, to be very great 
bleffings ; but it fecms that the laity are fueh 
guilty wretches^ that they will not fufFer the 
poor clergy to enjoy them, without giving up 
the fubfiftence of themfelves and their families. 
• This he proves by fuch worthy witnejfes as the 
•pra^itiamrs in the court of exchequer 5 who it 
feems, on a nice calculation, have found that 
the fuits where profecutors for tythe hwt failed^ 
bear no kind of proportion to tfaofe toftances 
where they have prevailed. Now if this was 
ever aflerted by thofc praftioners, which I very 
much doubt, it is manifeflly calculated only 
for private ends\ and is in, truth, ao artful 
fnare^ to draw the clergy into that CQurt^ and 
make them f«n mad with the thoughts of /V 
creaftng their tythe. Nor is, it to be wondered 
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at, that thefe ingtnims pra^itscmrs can fome- t 
times make ufe of their invention for the good 
of their calliDg, when their fpiritual clients fo 
frequently give them fuch laudable and right 
reverend examples. 

Thas it feems that all the broils^ and breaches 
oi parochial peace^ are the fruits of lay-perOerfe^ 
nefi ; fo faf are the clergyj in the hijhof^ ac^ 
county from bein^ juftly chargeable with muU 
titudes oi profecutionsy or with thofe which havG 
been deefiaed either yr/WiPw or vexatious \ 1 
fuppofe that he means that his oracles^ thefe 
honrfi praSfitionerSf never deemed that to be 
frivolous or vexatious, which they found very 
prof table to themfelves : And I dare anfwer for 
their candour in every cafe of this nature. 

However that be, I muft ftill take leave to 
make ufe of my own obfervation, and I appeal 
to the experience of all who are lefs interefied 
in ecclcfiaflical fuits than the hijhop, or the able 
practitioners oixht court (f exchequer , whether 
every gentleman of the long robe hath not feen 
numherlefs profecutions brought by the clergy, 
•where they Jhafnefully mlfcarried : And I myfelf 
iiave made one remark oH many of their or*- 
pham whom I haVektiown, that they often be- 
came belplefs through the luxury, but much 
more often thro* the law^fnits of their fathers ; 

which 
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which givcj the cburcb of England no great 
credit froin her off-fpring^ a$ the wifdom of 
modern zealots hatli mightily affeSfid to call 
them. 

Doth not every one remember DoSfor Bek- 
NET, late of Cripplegatey London ? In how great 
eileem was this orthodox divine among his re* 
verend brethren? And what was he ever re- 
markable for but fidits for tyihes and endUft 
Jlrifcy with a parifti where his yearly income 
was many hundred poundj^ which he wanted 
to augment only to two or three thoufands ? If 
he had fucceededy. what would have been the 
confequence? Why, the liyiog would have af- 
terwards been tacked to fonve leanhijhoprickj and 
held in commendam by fome lazy^ luxurious pre^ 
late, to the equal beneft of the parljhj the repu" 
Ution of the church af England^ and the glory 
of the chfiftian religion*. As he did not fuc- 
ceed, he became a beggar in the midCtol pkmy^ 
,and his poor w.d.Wi Hke too many other fpiri^ 
tu^l dowagers^ lives on the alins and hofpitality 
of her friends and relations. \ 

• This prafttcecf holding lfving« In commendam^ 
which thofe who hold can never rake care of, and 
fboietiiiies never fet their eyes on, hath given fo 
much jufl offence, and been fo highly refented, that 
theHoubE OF Commons have provided fpecial 
claufes in all the afts to endow the nenu churches^ 
exprefly ena£ting» that none of thofe charchea 
flUll ever be held in commendam. 

5 I have 
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I have thus examioed the >¥hole argument 
againft the bill ; an argument gnatly laboured^ 
not a little artful^ very fallacious in its moft 
plaufible appearances, and grounded oq noio* 
rkmfaljhoods^ where its foundations are boaftcd 
to be impregnable. 

The clerij have fo long fculked behind the 
]aw^ that it is time they flioold now come to 
thc/<wV uft of reafon: They have often told 
us, that they claim their right from A?w, and 
that ihi taw gives it to them ; let them now 
(hew wJth whsittquity2XiijuJiice the law (hould 
pw ic to. them, or elfis the kgifiai&n that gave 
may poffibiy Uth it away. ^ 

I am not (ojavgrnnezs to think that theyi^-- 
cefs of this bill will be equal to iht jtt/tii^oi it ; 
cfpecially at this junflure, when, to ufe the 
tijhop's word Si the inter efl cffome^ O' d the infu* 
ence of others, are fo well underftood : But 
there may be a feafon, when thofe perfons (hall 
be laid low who are now moft concerned in 
this affair ; a feafon, perhaps, better fuited to 
fuch a defign ; nor ihall it be faid, tKat the 
fpii it of thofe gentlemen who brought in this 
biH died with them, if I am alive at that time, 
and any ways able to revive or to promote it. 

What 
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What I now haveofFered is very little meant 
to determine the fate of the bill ; we koow, / 
fear^ where that hath been fixed already ; but 
what I have here undertaken, was for the glory 
of truth, and for the detection of fraud. Aod 
fo long as the one is underftood, or the other 
feen through, tbo/e ginHtmen who formed this 
billy will (hare ibofe honourj, which neither the 
p&fjuer of courts^ nor the devices of prelatical 
iniquity J can ever take from their cbaraders in 
life, or from their memories in the minds of 
pofterity. This bill, whatever its fate ihall be, 
will ever be looked on as their iUuJirious Itgacy^ 
not to thofe hireling Jlaves, Vfho profartffy caH 
themfelves the church, but to that which is 
much more worthy of tender regard> even our 
dearift country^ 
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Shall not tbejutlgf oftht whok earth do right f 
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Wafufpicio intoUrahili dolon cruciate Ji ^pinamur 
tof^ quibk'S orbatijumus^ ijffk cum aUquo /eti/u its im 
mality qmius vuigo opinantur, Uanc ixcuteri opim* 
onem mihimet *vo/m radicitsUm 

CicTolc. Qu. Lib. & 

M. Uacfortajfi ffittuii^li idcirco mortem cenfes efi 
fentpiternum malum^ A. MJeone me delirare eewfist mi 
4ta tjft cridam ? M. An tu hare non eredis P A. Nlinime 
njero. M. Male hexule narras. A. Cur^ putJiP 
M . ^a difertui effe poffem^ fi centra \fta dherem. 
A • ^is emm non in ejujmodi cau/a ? ant quid negotU 
eflj hac poetarum IS piBerum fortenta ^m/incere ^ 
M. Jtfui fleni funt bbri Pbilefipharum contra i/a 
ipM differentium^ A« Intptefane : quit ejt mm tarn 
ixcors^ quern ifia moveant t 
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Rbybaend Sili) 

Ifh^chf Sept. %4, I75f, 

HAVING heard you publicly aflcrt 
fime time ago, <' That the do£bine 
of annibilaiisn^ OVy that the foal$ of 
tricked men (hall be totally deflroyed io the 
future ftate," is utterly inconfiftent with the 
chriftian fcbeme; knd as you did Dot at that 
time produce any argument of reafoo, or 
authority of Scripture, to prove what you had 
aflerted ; it raifed in me a curiofity to know by 
what proof you are able to fupport your ailer* 
lion ; in hope of receiving fuch fatisfa6lion, aa 
may be expeftcd from a gentleman of your 
known abilides, and ftudy of the chriftiaz; 
jrevdadon* 

L t Ittr 
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I am more ready to gratify my own curiofity 
10 making yoa this pi|t>lic refjaeft, as I aai 
perfaaded, that there is^ nothing more conda- 
civ«.to the difcovery of truths than if thole 
whofludied the fame fubjeft, yet are of con- 
trary opinions, enter into a mutual difqaifitioo 
of each others arguments* and, with an ami« 
cable fpirit of free inquiry, examine the 
flf^ngth of what may be alledged on both 
fides. 

That I am of an opinion dire£Uy oppofite 
to yours, you need not to be informed : Nor 
do I fee the leaft reafon to avoid either a pub- 
lic declaration) or defence, of my opinion. 
For, as long as I remain fully convinced, as I 
am at prefent, that that doflrine which you 
aiTerted, more than once, to be abfolutely in- 
confident with the chrifiian fcheme, is the 
very do£lrini of cbriftianity \ k will not zSeSt 
me in the leafl:, whether the opinion which I 
maintain, be thought old, or new, common, 
o.r flngular^ popular, or unpopular. 

That mea who apply their minds to the 
fiudy of religion and the Holy Scriptures, 
fhould be of different and even contrary opi- 
nions, is certainly no new thing in the diriftian 
VorU. But that fucb ftiould coafpire, by a 
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jofot examiaatiofi-aod friendly controverfy, to 
ioveHigate trath for themfelves and others, id 
a fubjefl concerniog which they totally differ i 
is (I am ferry to fay) fomethiog new and un- 
common. But as the author of the epiftle to' 
the Hebrews exhorts them To provoke one am^ 
tker (as our traoflators have rendered it) to love 
and good works \ fo I do not doubt, bm ybu^ 
as well as every other reader of this pamphlet, 
will approve my condud, in inviting and 
nrging yon in this public manner, to a friend- 
ly difcnilion of fo important a fubj^A as this 
before us. 

The Importance of it will, I apprehend, be 
readily allowed ; efpecially, by thofe who havt 
a real concern for the credit of the chridiaQ' 
religion : At leaft, it appears of fo much 
confeqaence to me, that if itfhonld be proved, 
that the final puni(hmejit threatened to wicked 
men in the new teftamen^, is hot a total de- 
firu£lion, but an endlefs prefcrvation in a 
ftate of mifcry and torment ; this would, in 
my opinion, fix a greater odium upon chrifli- 
anlty^ and raife a ftronger obje£)ion to it, than 
all its adverfaries have yet been able to pro-^ 
duce : And, I will venture to aiTert, that there 
are many perfons in this nation, of no incon- 
iiderable underftanding, who would beftrong- 

L 3 ly 
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)y difpoied to reje£l the new teftament ss a 
dmoe revdatioo, if they were coavioeed that 
it contaifu fuch a dod^rice. 

For^ that aay doStime iiould be troe^ and 
have the real Aamp of dlviDe authority, whicb 
afcribes to the fupreme governor of the upi* 
verfe» a coadad aowortfay of any prince, or 
governor on earth, and > repngnaot to our bcft 
conceptions of the meafures ^nd ends of good 
government; cannot eafilj be adopitted by per^ 
ions ofz thoughtful and ipgenuone mind. To 
overcome the antipathy of a good heart, and the 
remonftrance of a reafbning mind againft it, 
will require an iflnaeafe weight of external 
evidence. , 

A limitation of poniihrnent^ is elTentlal to 
all good government: To extend them be- 
yond the Hmiis of reafon, or of law, which 9 
the public reafon, is one charafteriflic of 
tyranny. Where punKhmcnts are extendea, 
or increafed fo far as the public fafety and 
tvelfare* require, and no further ; /. <. where 
they are always limited and dire£^ed by a view 
to the happlnefs of the whole ; there is good 
government : But where they arc increafed, 
either in degree, or duration, beyond what is 
reqnifite to that end 5 there is tyranny : Where 
ibey ^rc uoUmited, or infinity ) there is the 
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:gr€ateft tyr^iviiy : For to punifh a criminal ia 
aa exceHve degree, and beyond >vhat the ends 
<of good government require, is as real in- 
jufiice and crQeIty» as to infiifl a lefler ^egree 
of paniftiment upon an innocent perfon. For 
in both cafes, it is equally infli£iing mxltrji 
oot toanfwer any neceflary, or ufeful end, but 
for the mere fake of ixjcrcafing mifcry 5 which 
is the w^rfl ind that can be conceiyedt 

There neither "is, nor can be, any other 
^ifTerence, between the beft and the worft go- 
vernment poffible \ than that the former !s ad« 
miniftred with a view to produce and maintala 
tbe grcateft idrttie and happinefii, and to pre- 
vent, or extinguifli, as much a» poffible, wic- 
kednefsand mifery; and l^e latter with a vie^ 
to prolong and encreafe wickednefs and mifery. 
Now, whether the tndUf% prcfervation of 
wicked fpirits, in order to inflift upon them 
/w;f/?//tf mifcries, be more confiftent with the 
former^ or the A^.'f^r kind of government j is not 
difficult^ to be determined. Their wickednefs^ 
XM* their mifery, may be a reafon in the mind 
of a good governor, fox dcftroying tbem : But 
the contrary, v'z, preferving them for ever ia. 
a ftate of wickednefs and mifcry, appears more, 
jtooduclve to the ends of the wo»J^ gavera^^ 
laeat, than of the hjh 

L 4 To 
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To alledge that buman igoofaoce is Co 
greats and our ideas of what is fitteft and beft. 
ib imperfeAy that we can form do |udgmeot of 
what the ends of divine governmeDt may re- 
quire ; and that therefore, for oaght we know* 
infniti paoiflimeDr, and the endUfs exiftence of 
fome beings in the greatgft mifery, may be 
made fobfervient, by the incomprehedlible 
wifdom t»f proTidence, to the greateft virtue 
aad happinefs of the univerfe ; — is only argu- 
ing from zfuppofidpoffihility againft the greateft 
ftrobability ; and endeavouring, under color of 
human ignorance, to fcreeo a doAiiue appa- 
rently, mod injurious to the ^hara£ter of the 
Supreme Being.; 

In human governments, extreme aud linger- 
iog panKhments'are a certain mark of barba* 
r4ty, and a criterion by which to diftinguiih a 
tyrant from a juft and good prince. Xn the bcft 
conftituted governments, punifliments are the 
mildeft, in the worft, the fcvereft. For a 
pcrfefl tyranny^ is fapported folely by /eari 
but a juft and legal government, by better prin- 
ciples and afFeftions. And whether, the ^//?, 
or the W)r/i governments on earth, are moft 
ftietht i/.W«^ J whether th^ greateft tyrants^ or 
tb« moft beneficent and merciful frlncts, moft 

teJembU 
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fifemlle the ftrhfX gf^vernor of the umverfi i no* 
one will hefttate in deciding; 

But, indeed, in all hifoian g|Overnment$,. 
even the worft; Jeatb (which \^ annihilation i(S< 
rcfpcft to haman fociety) iy the trhimate pu*. 
ntOiinent: And all that is added, by thofc 
jjodges who proceed to the extremeft rigor ia^ 
ao augmentation for a (hort fpace of time, of 
the horrors and agonies preceding, or attend-*- 
ihg the execution. And it is hardly to be con^^- 
c^iyed, that any prince; though abfolute iat 
powers tyrannical in* difpoHtion, and both in* 
jared and Incenfed to the higheft degree, would ^ 
irot, id length of time, think juflice fatisfied^, 
if not feel his own refentmcnt fatiated^ by the * 
extreme and lading' miferies of the criminal : • 
And the idea of making thefemiferies^everlaft'^- 
tfigi was this in his power^ would be foondt 
100 abhorent to reafon and humaniryi t^^be- 
long entertained iua human -breafttf 

How then caff we think oflmpntinga pro-» 
ce'dure exceeding the feveriiy of the greatcft* 
tyrant, and. of the worft' ofgovernments^n» 
earih, |o that Being-, whbnywe ftik the beft];; 
wbofi iiwier' mtnies art' over' all'hii tvorisy, 
whom we^ ought to love wiA ^ atf our' hearts^ . 
and to- contemjpjate with the greateft delight i > 
L 5S awii 
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and in whofe defigns* and meafures we ought 
to place an entire confidence i Why ^o wo 
-iiile bim mqft merciful f Wby addrefs bim aa 
The Father of Manji^ind > — A father^ 
indeed, may punifli a wicked and ditbbedient ( \ 

foa : I. /• May withdraw his favour from htm» 
may dtfinharit UfflyCaayinfifiifiDfestOrodiee 
ficnal/m upon him ; nay, aAiog as mi^iArat* 
and jndge^ may pot Mm to death. But ^at 
&ot|ld we think of that /rf^^r, who ading 
in the capacity of a judge over his offending 
offipringi^ woold opt be fallsfied (be theiv 
crimes aver fo great) eilher wUh their total 
4eftru^oo9 or their iaSktlog for any jknitecl 
4}aratioQ, or the addition of the former to th#^ 
latter i but who would rather judge them ta 
U*oif^ €vpr^ than to perijhfw ^vnr in fire tif9^ 

fuiHchaik ? How could fuch a judgment 

confl^ either with the eqnity (^ govsemmeat^ 
or the d^mency of a judge ^ How much ieiii 
3yith the di^^ntion of a>^r<fi/f— -How vaim 
15 it to. compliment the Almighty wkh thc- 
titles i^mft 'mft and moft fntr<lf4tl\ if at jthO' 
feme time we afcribc to him a. conduA, ooi^ 
only ia^onfiifteat with the ^tf /^fftf/ cbara£leiv 
but Irreconcileable to. our ckarefi notions dk 
ptfiict ^M^)i as miuy? 
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Noihing is of greateV importaoce to xtYk^ 
.^ioD, than to preferve the charader of the 
Supreme Beiag ioviolate : For without ihW 
foondatiop it caooot be fupported \ Init wUit 
h» apt to degeoer^te into ilavi/h fuperAltioa,, 
or a hliod aiid fatagi^ isnthursaTai^ Yet, per- 
4iap$, DO cbara^r i^ the world j)as Win 
rinor^ ipiftakep^ j9r4radux:cd) aod* CMfeqaeot* 
'Xjj, filtered tQoxt reproach and injury from t}^: 

tongues aud pen$ of n^eo : WtilA not under-- 
:jOiaadiog the oaMire and end of govcmmeQC ip> 
..general ; oor haviiig formed any clear aofl- 
xonfiftent notions of jvftice and mercy, or of 

that public uiility, which ought always to Jbye* 
'intended and anfwered; by piuii(hii;ig- m^ 

well as by rewarding ; they have eredled,^ ip? 

their own imagination, a fcheme of govern* 
4nent, according to their own narcow, partial^ 

arbitrary, or epthufiaflic con£ei<s ; mA have 
^ndly imputed this fcheme^ to the moA fub- 

Jime Being, whole wifdom and goodnefa ariC 

infinite^ whofe thoughts and deiigna etxcel* 

thofe of the wifeA and beil xof jnen, as thef 

hf ovens an above -the earth* 

Nothing tlieh can be more becoming fltofe^, 

who* are appointed to be .mir^ftei^ of oseU- 

gion> and guardians oDf its truth and pnfityp 

ibao. to vindicate Gad'^ government of the. 

iu 6> world. 
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worldi and to refcue that moft fablime^ and' 
facred cbarafler, which we (hould always doo- 
template with the bigheft veneratioQ and af^ 
feflion, from thofc unworthy notions, which 
men are apt to intetmix with their belief of a 
ddtjr; and efpecially, from thofe black calanh* 
fiie$, by which he is reprefented as no better^ 
in effed^ than the greateft tyrant, inftead of 
being the moft jaft, beneficent and merciful- 
governor; For the inflnence which religion 
has upon the difpolitions and morals of maor 
kind^ will beufeful; or hurtful; in proporttott 
as their femiments of the Divine Nature and^ 
government are good, or evil. The worft 
evili cf fuperftition and enthufiafm have their 
fouFce in an unjaft, or partial opinion of the 
deity. Nor can the belief of his exiftence, Ols^ 
sjmighty power, produce many good efFcdlst^ 
fcparate from a belifef of bi$ perfeftjuftice and*, 
goodnefs. A juft efteem of the deity^ there- 
fore, is that fp.ring of true religion and virtue,, 
which ought to be preferved, as much. as pof- 
fAAtj pure ai)d ujitaiiued in the minds of men. 

\v iS morecuriou's and difficult than necef- 
&ry> to account for the propenfiiy of mankind^ 
to^ricceive and retain fuch iU imprclTions of 
the deUy, aad bis government of the world.. 
WMlher tb'xy may be a&ribed to thofe . fears-. 
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and horrors, which are apt fometimcs, efpecf-* 
ally .0 fpme perfons, to feize and wholly 
"poflefs the jmagination, and thereby diflurb 
,and over. power their reafon.— Or, to their 
violent wfeMineots againft thofe who ofFcnd 
andiDJufe them, which tempt them to avenge 
tbemfelves in proportfoa to their owa power, 
rather than to dojoftice in proportion to the 
•ffence J and hence lead them to imagine, that 
^he greater power the perfon ofFended is pof. 
feflcdof, the greater punifliment he will coo- 
ftquemly inffia :~0r, whether they may be 
owing in fome inftances to the flrength of any. 
other paffions5-fo much is certain, that 
hprnan. paffions an,d afFeflions, either feparate 
or, united, haw a great influence upon their 
underftandmgs, and contribute, both to form 
and confirm their F«»cular.fentimem»of the 
charafter. and difpofition of the. SuDremc 
Being. *^ 

It may be equally difficult to trace otrt with- 
any precilion, how fucb opinions have aflual- 
Jy arifen and fpread in the world j particularly 
this barbarous notiba of a.fiate of never-end- 
ifig mifery and torment. The heathen poets 
adopted' the vulgar fables, in regard- to the 
different fpedesof the inferhal torments. And' 
^/r^/ZaiSgos^a pprpetnal duration of mifery to 

feme. 
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'fcmc crimkjals ;—* ** ^.< atirmm^ui feMkr 
infeUx TbefeM .-''—though to others he is fo- 
faTourablc as to allow, ia proccft of tkne, in 
leleafe : So that this doQrioe has a roBHirkable 
conformUy to the popiii heU tod pur^nory.. 
—But it vas, the tMifioefs of the poefs to aSeft 
the imagioatioo : Aod to <bis ti^, they ttinde 
the like yfc of tbe fiabuloas ua<ikioiM of their 
times, as Shahfptar does of his witch«s »ii# 
•pparitioDS.-^Thefe were ibe puiarum bf fic^ 
S^rum pcrt^ta^ which CUirc^ as a phUofophec* 
ipeaks of with fo couch coDtempt, as to fay^ 
^« Who cau be fo fexifekis SiS tp g^vc aoy a»r 
v£t to them ?" 

Mahomet feems to adopt the dodrlne oF 

eternal torments in good earneA ^ and tbun* 

ders it out, not only agajixA criminals, bii£ 

againfl all who do nor receive his Kori2n. His 

language is, *^ They fhall undergo the rigours 

" of an infinite pain. — They (haH never be 

*^ eafcd in their torments. — They /ball- be 

^* eternally coafined in the fire of bell. — They 

** fliaH dwell there eternally. — God. will 

^ change their burned fk!n into a new 0tiiH. 

^ that they jnay. fuffer the more.^^He harh 

' ** prepared hell for then), where they ibia)l: 

^ remahi eternally, — Tbe infidels (hall be en- 

c( ^ompafled with &imes of heU.«^Tbey {ha}!' 

4 '*ha^ 



1 



^ have (birts of fire.— Boiling water Ihall floir 
<« in upon their heads : — The fif« (hall burn 
*^ what is m their bellies, asid fliall roaft their 
•« (kin.— They (hall be beaten with clubs of 
«» ken,— Whctt they think te go oui of thii 
•* fire, they AaU cater further into it.— They 
^ (hidl i79f ifcV in thofe tormeilts, and their tor- 
** tore (ball Bever be afTwaged. — They (hall 
"in vain imflore (kccour of GoA— They 
** Aall demand of the keeper of the (ire> 
♦* Will thy lord never deliver n« from thele 
^« pains ? — He (hall anfwer tbem> Ye fiiall 
** abide there eternally. — They (hall never get 
^* out of this fire, neither be able to repent*—^ 
^ Their pates, (ball be augmented, aod pMOti 
** upon pains*** 

It appears, then, that this doftrine of eternat 
aorments, is certainly a Mahomitany if not ai 
Heathen dcArine. Bat whether it be ai 
yewi/b\ or zCbriJisan doif^dne remains a.fubr 
IfzA of inquiry*. 

I have ad» yet been able to dtfcover aofi* 
ihiDg like it, in the writings of the Oldttfta^ 
went :■ And am. fully convinced that' thofi paj^ 
fagit in the New, ^bich have been thought to* 
iinply it moA (lrongly» do direAly, and in the^ 
ikoQgeft manner imply tl>e contrary. — Andi 

far 



656 The Piflars of pRiEsrck ayt 

for proof of this, I beg leave to refer yoir t6* 

a difcourfe, now going to be publifticd J. 

If the expreflions of bging thrown inti afur^ 
tiace ^ fin — caft inu a lake cffirt'^int^ evtV" r 
hflin^ pre^-^inifi hiU^ where- the w^prm eLetb nets 
andjhe fire is n4 quenched '^*^q not import^a- 
total deftrudioo, or anaihilatioo ; I mod con* 
fefs myfelf to be utterly at a lofs ; and muS 
beg your kind ailiftance, in order to find out 
the meaning pf them* 

If I tell a man whofc hbofe i^ on fire, that 
that fire is unquenchable ; the meaning is the 
fame, as if TtoM hha, that bis houfe would 'be 
entirely deftroyed. If I tell a gardener, whofe 
plants, or the bloffoms, are infected by the 
worm. That he cannot kill that worm, or, that 
it'wHlnTtdie ; it is the fame thing as if' I told 
himj that his fruit wiir come to nothing? or his 
plants die; Or, if a pat'.ent is aiHiAcd with 
a diftemper, which is fuppofed to proceed froax 
worms, and he is told that the worm will net 
die; the meaniDg of the phrafe muft be, that' 
the difeafe wiir'end in the death of the patieai. 
And iffucKphrafes be confidered ^s proverbial 
among the Jews, and that when any perfon fell 
into any diftemperj or calamity, that WDuld 
certainlyendin deftruAion^ it* was ufuai fdr 

t^See the AuthorV Sermons, vol 2. 
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them to fay, <^ That is a worm that tvill not 
die;" or, <* Thit is a fire that will not- be 
qoenched;" the fenfe is perfedly Intelligible : 
They meant that it was a loft cafe ; that there 
was no poiTibility of preventing thedeftrnfiion 
of the perfon, or thing, to which they applied 
the proverb. 

Befides, there is fomething abfurd and con^ 
tradiSfory in the image made ufe of, if we 
fuppofe chafF, wood, or other ufclefs mate- 
rials, thrown into an unquenchable fire, and 
yet not to be confumed and deftroyed in that 
fire; or, a living creature caft into it, and yet 
preferved alive for ever in it : For, throwing 
into the fire is always underflobd, to be the 
tnoft eHedual way to dffiny a thing : And the 
iefs ixtlngwficbli xht fire is, the more artainly 
will the fubjed thrown in be confumed. And 
the original term, kxlxxx^uy, properly tranf- 
lated, is, to burn vp^ or uUirly ccnfume hyfire: 
which is dire£lly contrary to a being preferved 
in the fire, JVhoJhall hxxxn up the ihaffwifh 
unquenchable fire. John iii. i%. The exprcf- 
fion here is probably borrowed from Malachi 
iv. I. For behold the day comelh thatjhall burn 
as an oven ; and all the proud, yea^ and all that do 
wickedly ft} oil he Jlubble ; and the day that contelh 
fiall burn them up, /ai:b the lord of hojis^ that 

it 
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H Jhall have tbem nttther r$ot nor brancb. 
Similar to this is the expreffion io the epi/llt 
to the Hebrews: Our God is a consuming 
fire J xoHoomXimov : Which fignifics, utterly 
deftroying ; the very reverfe of prcfcrving. — 
There Is, indeed, fo dircft a contradiftion be- 
tween the idea of prefcrving any creature aBve, 
and that of throwing it into ^ fire, a fire that 
cannot be extiDgui(h€d ; that if duly confider- 
ed, it is amazing, how men came to joio fo 
ppofite ideas together, or imagine them to be 
Confifient. This tocoofiftency Mahmet ridi-* 
culpufly attempts to recoocile by faying, 
*^ That God will chaoge their burned flci^ 
intp a new (kin, that they may fuiTer the 
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Fire is, indeed, an inftrsfheot of foriur^j «r 
veil as of diflTuHi'M. But why men fliould 
thinic it more becoming the moil jufi andmer* 
ciful governor of the world, to make it an io** 
iirumcnt of evetlaJUng torment to his ofiboding 
creatures, rather than of their tvcrkfting eU>* 
JiruRlon \ or why,* ibcy flxould. be difpofed to 
take the wonte of Scripture in a fenfe contra* 
4i£lory to reafon, juflice and humanity, when. 
they will not only admit of, but are n,oJi naiu^ 
rally uoderftood in a different fenfc, agreeable 
to junice and ctemency ; i$ to me inconceivable* 

The 
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The fubje£t is icducible, is fiir as liie chrif- 
tian revelation . k coifceraed> to this fingle 
qQcflion: Wfaether the afore-menticmed tn^ 
preflioos are incended to convey to ns the ide» 
of everiaAing tortures or of everlafting deftruc- 
tioa, L ^ annihilation ?— Perhaps fome may 
be inclioed to think, that they ferve to convey 
ideas, both of tormentj and of total deftruAion. 
With fuch perfoDS (if there are any) I defire 
to have no conirovcrfy. Becaufe on this fup-, 
poGtion, the tormentor mlfery cannot be in^ 
finite. And it is only that Mahometan, Pagan» 
and (as I mnft confefs it appears to me at 
prefent) mod abfurd, cruel anti-chrillian, and 
diabolical doArine of infinite^ or nHfir-imfhif 
mifery and torment, >vhich I am oppofing, and 
rndeavonrlng to eradicate : *^ ^am excuterg 
ppiwmem (to ufe the words of Ciarp) mibimet 
v:lui radUitus*** 

That there are paflages in the New Tefta- 
0ient which imply, tfa^t the fentence of eternal 
death /hall be executed upon criminals with 
circumftances of ignominy, horror ^nd pain^ 
proporticnau\o their guilt, I readily allow and 
affirm : Yet am not of opinion, that the fi- 
gures of being caji info unquenchable fire^ and 
ihc like, arc intended to convey to us any idea 

of 
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of torment J but foUly that of total deftruHlsn^ 
or aonihilatioOf or ceafing to exift. And* the 
paflage in the book of Revelations^ where h is 
faidt'that death and hell (i. e. Hades) Jha^l fft 
taft into the lake effire^ feems to me decifive ioi 
this point. For certainly the meaning there 
is, not that death and Hades (hall hep.rmented 
(which is ridiculous) but that they (hall be 



But it is not my d^fign, either to trouble 
yon with a fuperfluous repetition of what hath 
been foggeded in the difcourfe referred to, or 
to exhaufi the fubje£l : But only to reprefeut 
to yon in {V9f words, the view which I Have of 
it at prefent ; and to intreat your friend); 
a£Sftance^ in further explaining the fubjefh 
and either rectifying, or confirming my fea* 
timents. 

And give me leave to fay, Sir, thai it is a 
fubjeft worthy of your pen x That according 
as the doflrine of future puniftiment is diffe- 
rently explained and believed, it will very 
differently affeft mens opioion of the Supreme 
Being : And that in a caufe, in which the ho- 
nour of God, and the credit of the chrlfllaa 
revelation, are fo immediately concerned', yott 
cannot find yourfelf unconcerned. 

For 
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For my own part, I am perfaaded, that the 
vulgar notion of eternal torments 'has been 
prodttAive, not of virtue and happinefs, but of 
wickednefs and mifery in the world, where it 
has been moft ferioufly and fteddily believed. 
However, confequences are not the fubjedl of 
our enquiry, but the truth of the doArine. 
The proper queftion is, what is the do^h-ine 
of our Saviour ?«-When that is determined ; 
if any man, after allowing the dodrine to be- 
his^ yet (hall impute ill effedls to it, or aflert 
that it ought not to be preached, or publifiied ; 
he pretends to be wifer than our Saviour, and 
is guilty of an arrogance inconiiftent with his 
chriftian profeflion. 

That you bear a more free and noble mind 
than to be influenced by vulgar prejudices, or 
infe(!led with an itch of popularity, or biafled 
by any mean confiderations ; I am moft willing 
to believe. And therefore hope, that you will 
favour myfelf^ind others, with a public esD^ 
planation of your fentiments ; and, if you think 
proper to take pen in hand, cannot eafily 
doubt of your doing ample juflice to fo ifflpor<» 
tant and intereftinga fubjedl. 

I ami with f nan tfl^^nif 
Teur'sj &c. 
SAMUEL BOURN, 
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Better it were there were tu reveaPd relhion^ and 
that human nature were left to the conduct of its 
own principles and inclinations^ which are much 
more mild andmerciful^ much more for the peace 
and happinefs of human fociety 5 than to he a^ed 
bj a religion that infpires men withfo vile a 
fury^ ana prompts them to commit fuch outrages^ 
TiJlotfon:^ Serm. Vol. 3. ^. 19. 

Firft printed in the Year 1710. 



"The Meriiful Judgments of Hi^ihChurck 
Triumphant^ &c. 

S ^ 

THE High-church clergy, ever fince 
one of their brethren * has been un- 
der a parliamentary profecutiqn for 
his feditious fermons, talk in a very unufual 
firain for liberty of fpeech, and of the injuflice 
of punifhing men for their opinions ; and cry, 
if they are not permitted to difcharge their 
confciences in the pulpit, and to tell the people 
\(^ithout any reAraint their duty, efpecially in 
matters of the higheft confequence, the great 
life of preaching will be loft : for who will re- 
gard what they fay, when they dare not fpeak 
their thoughts, but muft be forced to fait 
their dodrine to the humours, paffions, pre- 
judices, or defigns of great men ? Nay, the • 
boldeft among 'em don't fcruple to furmife, 
that if the power of preaching what they judge 
to be the truth, be derived to 'em from a dl- 
Tioe commiiTion, they can't fee how. they are 

• Dr, Sachevereh 
VOL. III. M accountable 
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accouDtaWc to the laity for what thtj fay or 

aft ia cxecutioa 6f fach a commiffioa : and 
that if they are fubjeft in this refpeft to 
pQwers infinitely inferior to God, from whom 
alone they receive their comaaiffion, they can 
have no pretence o£ being. independent in any 
other point, by virtue of a divine commifliofl. 

After they have urged this, and all they can 
think on for an nncontrouled liberty of vent- 
ing what they pleafe in the pnlpit, then they 
cry, if they muft be puniflied for difcharging. 
their confciences there, it ought to be with all 
due reverence, regard and tendernefs to their, 
facred charaSer, as they were treated in jhe 
reign of that pious martyr Chailesl. who at 
his coronation, to (hew what a regard he was 
refolved to have for their holy funftion,. and 
how be would exalt them above the nobility 
and gentry, canfed this exhortation to be read 
to him by the archb;(hop, in the prefence of the 
peers and all the other great perfons who at- 
tended the fdemnity ♦ : Ai you fee the CLERGT 
come marer, to the altar (which was afterwards 
f ail'd in, to exclude the laity from approach- 
ing it too near) than other s^fo remember that in 
nil places cofwenient ysu give them greater btmour ; 
that the mediator of God and man may ijlahlifb 

♦ Wkm oiErgl. in fot vol- 3- p, I J. 
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you in the kingly throne^ to be a mediator between 
the clergy and the laity. Such a blefled reign, 
fay they, when the reformed religon did {9 
much fiourifh, and the church was maintained 
Id its genuine purity, free from' all popish andt 
fanatical fuperflition, ought to be a precedent 
to all future ages. 

Tfaetaikisg flfter diis rate 111 becomes thofe, 
who'^rc for maaacBog and (hackling the 
<krgy with early fubfcription to certain Cfeeds^ 
articles, and-eanons ; and are not only for de« 
pricing thetti of all their preferments, but 
otfaertiiife puaifhing them, if they prefume to 
preach contrary to fuch creeds, fefr. tho'in the 
moft fpeculative points* 

The utmoft for which men of the great^ft 
freedom cpateod, and which makes them to be 
called athciils by thefe highfliers, is, that in • 
fach things wherein neither the public nor 
private is injured, but which relate only to 
God and a man's own feif, Hberty of con(ciencc 
ought to be pre(er7ed inviolate to all perfons, 
and the pulpit as well as the prefs left intirely 
free. 

But 'tis the paplfts, and fuch other rigid fana- ^ 
tics, who mainttiQ that preachers are not at all 
accountable to the lay-powers for whatever they 
M 2 fay 
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fay in the pulpit : But certainly ^editioa is 
as tnuch feditioa in . the pulpit as out of it ; 
nay, 'tis more criminal for being fpoke fo pub- 
licly, and from a place where 'cis like to have 
a greater effect ; and from one whofe bnfinefi' 
it is to preach ail that tends to the peace and 
welfare of human fociety. Whoever therefore^ 
is guilty of this crime, mod grofly ^bufes that 
liberty the government allows him, of talking 
without interruption for an hour together: 
and the proper punifliment for men who have 
fo publicly vented fedicious doctrines, is for 
them to be as publicly expofed, that the pillory 
may expiate the crime of the pulpit ; and the 
nearer that is placed to this, the fame perfons 
who heard him aloft in one, have the better 
opportunity of viewing him on the other : l^ 
which means, their bemg blindly led into a 
belief of his doArine by too great a reverence 
for his perfon, may be happily prevented. 

I don*t fee how tha^ profound reverence, 
which the prieAs pretend is du^ to them, can ' 
ferve to any other end, than to impofe on the 
people, and make them {wallow the moft ab- 
furd do£lrines which they dogmatically dilate 
from the pulpit. The preachers indeed can*t 
well treat the people with too much reverence, 
fiDce the word of God not ooly makes them * 

the 
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the judges of their doAtjnes, but obliges theni^ 
if they judge them to ht falfe Udchers^ feduars^ . 
deciivirs (and certainly comaion beau tefeus and 
incendiaries are the greateA) /^^ andftmn ihtm^ 
as they would the tnoft poifonous and infefiious 
animalsy or as even the devil hinafelf, the great 
feducer and deceiver of mankind. And he who 
is to be treated thus by ever-y body, can pre- 
tend to no chara£)er, which may exempt him 
from the moft infamous puniihment^ if it be 
othcrwife pr6per. 

The chief bufinefs of a clergyman is to fct 
"VL good example to his congregation ; and if 
he difcharges his duty in that matter, he z(X% 
honeAly in his profeflion : but if he takes a 
contrary method, he ac)s like a witnefs who 
perjures himfelf, or a retailer who ufes falfc 
weights or meafures ; becaufe they are alike 
guilty of a breach of trufV in their own proper 
callings, and therefore ought to be alike fub- 
jeiSt to the fame punifhment. 

But fince high-church refers us to the reiga 
of a prince, who was ambitious of the honour 
of being thought the mediator between the 
clergy and laity (tho' in truth he aAed more 
like a party-man) we will fee whether the 
treaunent which clergymen as well as others 
M 3 met 
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met' with id hk reigB,'when they were fo un- 
happy as to fall under the difplcafure of high* 
church, which thea rid triumphant^ are fit 
.precedents for this retgn of gentleoefs and mo- 
deration. And m doiag this» I can't but Itt ^ 
the reader fee, whether thofe who then go- 
verned the church, were for preserving it free 
from fuperflition, and maintaining the refor«- 
mation in its nativ^ purity* 

And the firftinftance.I fball give of the 
tender regard which was had to clergymen^ 
fhall be the treatment of Jltxandcr Lsighwn^ 
D. D *. who for rcfleding on the prelacy, aad 
chargkigthe blfhops with perfecution, and cal- 
ling the queen a daughter oi Hethj with fuch- 
fike expreflions, in a book intiiled, An appeal /» 
to parliament \ was fentenced to a perpetual 
imprifonment, to a fine of lOooo /. to be de- 
graded, to be pillory'd and whipt, to have his 
cars cut off, his nofe flit, and his face branded r 
all which fentence was mod feverely executed 
upon him. 

The nextrnftaoce I flialt give ofhigh-cfanrch 
moderation, is the pilloryiog of the three pro* 
fcflions of divinity, kw and phyfick, all at 
oncef : For in the 13 Car. i. there wasaa* 

* Hift. oi Engl, vol. 3. p. 60. 
\ RuJ^ia;^ colleft. alwidg^d, VoL 2. p. 273, ^.- ... 

iafoc^' 
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Jnfornckaiton ia the ftar-chamber' agiUaft the 
revereftd Mr. Buriony a diviae of the church 
of England^ and a hondcn miniftcr ; Mr. Prynn^ 
a barrifter of Linc$ln5'inn ; aod Dr. Baftwick^ 
a pbyfician ; for writing feditious fchifmatical 
boolu againfl: the hierarchy of the church, to- 
the fcaodal of the government. The defen- 
•dants tendered their anfwers themfelves td the 
court ; bat becaufe all their council had not 
£gQed them (wfaicli iK}iie but very bold men 
would then venture to do, and Mr. Holt was 
threatened to have his gown pulled over his 
cars for drawing BurUn'% anfwer) the court 
took the advantage of tbis» and withodtt more 
ado ordered each of theei to be taken pyo an^ 
/fji ; and the pillory, lofs of their cars, their ♦ 
4accs and. foreheads brateded with hot irons 
perpetual kirprifonmenti aod a fine of 5000/^ 
.each, wa« thek fentcnee: aay, Mr, Prynnvf^s 
not only to lofe the remainder of his ears, but 
to be fligmatized on both cheeks with thie 
letter L. S- fignifyiag a feditious libeller ; and 
-the reverend Mr. Burton w^s deprived of hijS 
iienefice in Lond^ih degraded from ^\s funo- 
.tiap, and degrees in the univerfity, where he 
^ad proceeded batchelor of divinity. This 
barbarous fenteece was raoft barbaroufly exe- 
cfited ; for Burton'^ and Bqfiwick*^ ears wers 

T ClannJoji, vol. 1^ fol. p. 73. Ru/hw. ^bid- 
M 4^ pared 
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any vifithim, to be fined fame 500! kac ,1 

3po/. others 250/. Bat Mr. Fnw « « ^ 

long at Camanxm ciftk (whkh, tio' a wir i. 

:^hole, was tbooght too good for kaa ert ic j: 

""vasrcinoTcdio J/f«^C''pzia^^^-2ai3 f; 
y/<y ; where by an cxtraordcary orir lOifc: 

Vtfs hand, none bat hs krcpes w«re per- | 

W to fpcak with hia, »J il nis Jcxn J^ 

^intercepted, acd he ict alc«rt£ jcl, g 

.--— ^. paper to write fcr wfaf^-'f^, x 23 jj^ 

'~ lioic relief. And 'a hs ycilfai -3 Jic (i 

^,comiiion5,whairtkiii.ici7i ^le " 

tfce aichbifcop, 10 de£rr ijn 1: rs- ^ 

Saahi$fciTOt,ikith4iii;:i:irmii ^^ 

Hg his fores*; wiliia acr 3 rx *► 

_ haritr he ntirlT -^'ii i- nii. 1 
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pared fo clofe by the high*church executioner, 
that he cat their arteries, and thereby caufed 
a great efTufion of blood ; and he not only 
feared Prynn*s cheeks with an exceeding hot 
iron, but in taking away what was left of one 
of his ears, pared ofFa piece of his cheek, and 
left a piece of his other ear hanging on for 
fome tjime, after he had barbaroufly hacked it. 
But this inhuman ufage of Mr. Prynn did not 
fatisfy father Laud^ but he moved the court 
then fitting to have him gagg'd, and fome 
farther pimifhrnent inflicted on him, for faying, 

* If all the martyrs that fuffered in queca 

* Mar^^s days, are called fchifmatical heretics, 
< factious fellows, traitors, and rebels, con* 

* demned by holy church, wh^t can we look 
« for ? Yet fo they are ftiled by Dr. Pockling^ 

* ton in his Altan Chri/Iianum, licenced by the 

* archbifliQp^s own chaplain *,' for which Dr. 
Pocklingion and the archbifhop's chaplain were 
both afterwards cenfured by the lords. But 
tho' the merciful archbishop could not prevail 
on the reft of the judges to i'nflifl greater 
cruelties on Mr. Prynn^ yet to gratify his re- 
venge, he caufed feveral who at Chefttr * and 
other places had fliew'd civilities to Mr. Prynn^ 
as he was carrying prifoner to Camarvan 
caftle, tho' his keepers were not forbid to let 

♦ Rpjhu\ abr. vol. a. p. 295, &c. 

any 
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any vifit luin» to be fined fome 500 A fome 
390 /• others 250 /• Bat Mr. Prym was not 
long at Carnarvon caftl^ (which, tho' a nafty 
hole, was thought too good for him) ere he 
was removed to Mount OrgmU in the ifland of 
Jerfey ; where by an extraordinary order under 
Laud*s handy none but his keepers were per* 
mitted to fpeak with him, and all his letters 
were intercepted, and he not allowed pen, 
ink and paper to write for neceflaries, or to 
p^itioo for relief. And in his petition to the 
houfe of commons, when releafed, he fays * he 
' fent to the archbifliop, to defire him to re- 
^ leafe or bail his fervant, that he might attend 

< him daring his fores * ; which out of his 

* grace and charity he utterly refufed, faying. 
^ He would proceed againfl: him in the high 

* commiflion, where he* has ever iince been 

< vexed, and fent from prifon to prifon, only 

* for rcfufiog to accufe him the petitioner.' 
Nor was Dr. Bajlwickj or Mr. Burton notwi^th- 
ilandiog his indelible charafter, ufed after a 
more humane manner ; both their wives being 
forbid to fet their feet on the iflands where 
they were prifoners. 

Having mentioned Mr. Prynn's former fuf- 
ferings, 'twill not be improper to let the reader 

• Rit/bw. vol. 3. p. s^o* 

M 5 know. 
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obedieDce to what was eojoined by the litar- 
gyi tho' they knew not what it tontained, it 
not being ready till a year after or there* 
abouts f. This no doubt was politicly done 
by hips, fince he conid not but fee, that if he 
once made the whole body of that clergy blind- 
ly fwear to they kne\» not what, they could 
with a very ill grace pretend confcience for 
l^fafing to comply with any of his impofitions* 
And much of a piece with this was the oblig- 
ing the Efiglifl) clergy to fwear, as they were 
bound by the canons of 40^ to a government 
©f, (2tc. Now were there no (^c. in the cafe, 
yet an oath that obliges men, efpecially thofe 
who are concerned in the le^flature, not to 
endeavour to alter the government of the 
church, muft be, to fay no worfe, a very ra(h 
oath, becaufe it is defigned to hinder men from 
doing their duty, if ever they come to think 
this government inconvenient or unlawful. 

But toreturnf during Prynn's imprifonme&t> 
Dr. Baftvjick was brought into the high-com- 
miflion court, for a book entitled Elencbus 
Papifmif writ in anfwer to a book of one Sb^rt 
a profefs'd pa pi ft ; for which he was cbndema« 
cd to a fine of a thoufand pounds, to be ex- 
comunicated, debarred bis practice of phyfkf 

f CUretJ. bin, fol; be ok 2. p. 82, 

his 
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bis book to be burnt, and he to be imprifoaed 
till he made a recantation*; or, in other 
words, difowned the king's prerogative, the 
defending of that being the great fanit of his 
book. 

And what made thofe gentlemed, Prjnn^ 
Bttrton^ and Baftwick fo rery criminal, was 
their complaining of feveral innovations in the 
church (in defence of which, at their cenfure, 
LaudmzAc a very large fpeech, which is print- 
ed in the hiftory of his troubles) and for not 
allowing bi(hops to be Jurt Dhin$ f , and for 
maintaining that they incroached on the king's 
prerogative, particularly in keeping courts, 
and ifluing out procefles in their own names. 
For this they exhibit a crofs bill againft the 
bifhops ; upon which the archbiffiop demand* 
ed the opinion of the judges, whether they 
could not be puniflied as libellers, who all but 
one anfwered negatively, for that it was ten- 
dered in a legal way. Upon this the fiar- 
chamber prevailed on eleven of the twelve 
judges, who had declared for the legality of 
Ihipmony, to declare likewife for the legality 
of biihops ifluing out procefles, and keeping 
courts in their own names, 

* Whitlickh Memoirs, p. zi, 22. 
f R'fiw. abfidg. vol. a, p. 275. 

High- 
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H]gh-chur(:h haye ia particular great roat; 
ion to tlxaakGod for thefrcedoiD mea enjoy 
under the prefeatadsiiniftrationr; for bad tb^ . 

lived in thofe days, and took the fame libertji; 
to rail at the bifliops then as they do now, in { 
reprefcnting th^ as enemies of th«r order^ 
betrayecs of the rights of the chti^ftian chufx:h» 
&r« (hey would have nodergeme aa fewre po» 
aUhflaent as thofe three coQfeffi)rs, who boro 
aU their fuileringSy thp' they had* no proCpea 
offeeiog an end of them, with incredible coih^ 
9age atttd refolutionr 

The next I ih^U mention is the reve.- 
vend Mr, Sme^n^ a prebendary of Durham^ who> 
W4s kept prifoner at Yprk four montths before 
ally articles were exhibited ag^inJOk him, and 
five before a pnofior was allowed htp^: 
Xbence hewss.cemoTcd to the bigh-commif'<» 
fioo'sc £iimh£ti, and aft^r long trouble re- 
manded tx> dT^rki fined 500/. committed to* 
prifonf ordered to necapt, and for ,refuiing* 
ined again^ excommunicated) degraded, and^ 
deprived ; his damage amounting in the whole 
co.thoufajid^of po^^ods : and yet ail the crimi;' 
this poor man was guilty of, was his.prefum- 
ing to preach againll feme innovations that: ^ 
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Br. Cffins^ a crea(tire 6f LttrnTB had iatiXK 
4uced ioto the church of Durham^ >¥here he 
liad fet up a marble altar, v4th ^il ^he appor* 
isnances, namely, a cope ^rth the Trintty. 
and God .the Father in the £^ure of. an <dd 
man ; another with a cf Dcifi?(9 ao4 the jmage 
«f Chrift with a red beard and bl«e 'Cap : 
whkh was every whit ai fcaodaloua a6 LaufTs^ 
<satt£ng the pppifii picture of the.TriDity, 
where God the father was drawn lik« a little 
old mani to be painted afrelh at £<7V7£//i&*« 
or his fpeaiuog in favour of that paipter^ who> 
toexprefs God the Father, had painted on the 
^afs divers little old men barefooted^ and 10 
loi% blue^coats, becaufe God is called ki 
Scripture tSt AntUnt tf D^^s^ But I refer tbe 
readibr to Rnjhworth f, where he will fee th^t 
the recorder of Sarum for purfoing an order df 
ineflry for breaking down diis mod fcandalous 
piiElare, deprived of his recorder^ip, fined 
500/. and obliged to acknowledge his ofi&nce 
to the biOiop of tbediocefe; tho* the church,, 
ki which this ptfhire was, was a lay-fee, and. 
exempt from all epifcopal ju^ifdiAion.. 

I (hall now give fome account of Dn CofirC^ 
^novations, which were fo very (candalou^. 

♦ See LaucTs def. in Prynn^ p. 463. 
t i^^/5w..abridg,. vol. a. p. 1 24. 

that 
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that be was impeached in parliament for them, 
and the commons prefered twenty one articles 
agunft him *; fome of which were, that he not 
only u&d many extraordinary bowings to the 
altar, bat violently compelled others to do the 
(ame, and called ibme gentlewomen whores, 
jades and pagans, and tore their clothes for 
omitting it : That at the firft Candlemas after 
his coming to that church, he canfed three 
hundred wax-candles to be lighted in honour 
of our Lady, and placed iixty of them upon or 
about the altar {Fuller adds, that he forbad 
any pfalms to be fung before or after fermon, 
but fiTU^itutcd 1^ ^^^>f place an anthem in 
,praife of the three kings of CoUn) That he 
framed a fuperftitious ceremony at lighting the 
tapers on the altar, in caufing a company of 
boys to enter the church with burning torches, 
and to bow thrice towards the altar, and then 
to retreat with their face towards it : That he 
beat in the church, to the great difturbance of 
the congregation, the dean's man, for offering 
to put out, at his mafter's command, fome of 
the many unneceflary lights he had fet,up in the 
church : That in a fermon he fald, that our 
reformers, when they abolifhed the mafs, took 
away all good order ; and inftead of reforma- 
tion, made a deformation : That he faid, that 

♦ Rvjh*w, abridg. vol. 3. p. 385, 

the 
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the king had no more power over the chnrch 
than the boy that rubbed his horfe's heels \ 
aad not only called one of the canons rogue, 
rafcal, (ic but laid violent hands on him in his 
own houfe^ for complaining of thefe words ;. 
and afterward he endeavoured b^ many unjuft 
flratagems to have him turned out of his place. 
What happy days and glorious times were 
thefe, when high-church could ruin a man for 
but preaching againft fuch innovations, for the 
fake of which Dr. Cofins was prefered to a 
good deanery by Laud! And what are we 
now to expe£l, if the Lauiean faction rides 
triumphant I 

Nay, high^church priefts were then grown 
fo infolent, that the reverend Mr. Harrifon 
came to the common-pleas bar, all the courts 
then fitting, and aied aloud, / accuft Mr. 
Juftici Hutton of high tnafon * .* and faid that 
he madi chuaofthis public waf^ huaufi the 
otbtr had as publickly dilivired bis opinion againft 
Jhipmmy. And being alked what point of 
high treafon he accufed him of i he anfwered, 
<* That he denied the king's fnpremacy, in 
** affirming the king had no lawful power to 
*< levy fhipmony ; contrary to the opinion of 
<< all the orthodox divines in the kingdom." 

• Ibid. vol. 2. p. 474. 

Indeed 
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Indeed if the opinions of all the orthodox di- 
vines that preached np the lawftrlnefe of the 
king's levying taxes withoirt confeat of par- 
liament had been printed, it would have made 
as large a book as the hijiory of PaJJhe Ohe- 
dience ; vfhtrt the opinions of as orthodox di- 
vines are mentioned, to prove that our all, our 
very lives depend od the will and pieafureof one 
who isintruftedwith power by the legiflatnre, 
for no other reaJToQ thaa the defence of our 
lives and liberties. 

But to Akw there was nd chara^er or poft 
In church or flate that could exempt one from 
being trea^ted-after themoft ba^^barou? manner^ 
•who woriM not come in to ihc arbitrary 
TDcafures of thofe times, ifliitlinftance in Dr. 
*^iff«7wi'blfliopof £fWAf,who\vitii fo much 
•honour fopported the dignity of lord- keeper 
under king ynmes^ and loft the feals with as 
•great bonour under king Char In ^ for having 
joined with other patriots m oppofing the duke 
<X Buckingham in patliwitent ♦ : nay, he had 
«ot only the feals' tffken from him, but was 
•Bot allowed to do hi^: homage to the king, 
with the, reft of the fpiritu^i lords ;at the cu)ro- 
'«ation, and to execute his office as <Iean of 
'Wefiminfitr in alTiftkig ^ 4t % and after that 

♦ Hi^^ofEnglanJ^VQ], J. p., 14. 

Wft& 
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was deoicd a parliaioettary fummoiis:: :which 
tho' at kft, upoQ a pption in |>iurlianieiit« it 
wai obtaiaed, yet he had a particular charge 
from the k>rd keeper not to appear in perfbn^ 
and it was with ibme difEcalty that he got 
kav^ to make a proxy*. But what provoked 
the coQf t moft, ivas» that he had the hooedy 
and courage, while the court-bi(hops and 
clergy were juftifying the king's levying money 
without parRament, to declare againft the 
loan (which obliged people to pay after the 
rate offourfubfidies and three fifteenths) This 
occafioned aa information of other matters to 
be prefercd agalnft him in the ftar-chamber» 
and other hardfhips to be put on him by the 
court. But that which effeftually did his 
1)ufinefs was, that he aCled like a chriftian and 
proteftSnt, and a true promoter of the king's^ 
as well as the kingdom's real intereft, in prc- 
tenring the fobjefts from being ruined by the 
eqclefiaftical courts for matters of opinion, and 
their affeftions alienated from the prince : and 
therefore he advlfed 'Dr. Lamb dean of the- 
arches, Dr." Sibthorp^ and fome proflors, wh^* 
were at dinner wirh him at Bugderiy « to take- 
* off their heavy hands from the puritans'; in- 
*jFormi»g them that his majefty intended here* 

• Hift. oiEfigU p.. «8,. 37^ 

* afie© 



284 ''Af Pillars of Priist<J!iaft 

^ after to ufe theoi with more mildaefs, as a 

* cDofiderable party that had 'mfluence on the 
^ parliameaty without whofe affiftance the king 

* coold not com&rtably fupply hit neceffitles : 

* adding, that the king had commnoicated to 

* him, by his own month, hi^ refolotion of 
^ dealing more gently with men of that opi« 

* nion*.' 

1- 

Some years after this adyice» an informatioa 

was given in the ftar* chamber, by LanA and 
Sibthorp^ that the bi(hop did give great difcoa- 
ragement to their proceedings againft the pu- 
ritans, and that be aiked Lamb whether the 
puritans did not pay loan- money f ; to, which 
he anfwered, they did conform in that part, bat 
that neverthelefs they were puritans, not con- 
formable to the churcht To which the bilhop 
replied, If they pay ibilr money fo readily to the 
king^ the puritans are the king^s beftfubje^Sy and 
I am Jure they will carry all at laji^ But as to 
this information, either the matter was thought 
too frivolous, or even fuch a poor (lory want- 
ed fufficient evidence to fupport it ; and there- 
fore the attoi'ney-general let fall this bil)| and 
preferred another againft the bifliop for tarn- 

♦ F«//#r*8 Church Hiftory, p. 155. ' 
t Hiftory q^ England^ voL 3- p. 84. 

pcring 
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fakg with the king's witneflTes ia this utrj 
aufe, which himfelf had dropc. 

All the vileft methods were nfed to frighten 
the bUhop's witDefTes, and fome of them ndt 
permitted, after a long and clofe imprifonment^ 
to have their liberty, till they owned, under 
ther hands, ctimes both againft themfelves and 
the bifliop * 5 which afterwards they denied on 
their oaths ; while no exceptions were allowed 
againll the king's witnefTes, but the}r credit 
was to be efteemed facred in all they avered 
or depofed for the king. But I refer the 
reader to Haciet's life of WilUams^ to fee what 
villainous inftruments, perjuries, fuboma- 
tions, expunging and rafing of records were 
made ufe of by his grand adverfary Laud to 
ruin his benefaftor, whofe greateft crime was, 
that he had been fo inflrutnent^ in prefening 
fo vile and ungrateful a man. 

Indeed the whole management did appear 
fo very grofs to the parliament, that they not 
only ordered all the records relating to that 
fuit to be obliterated, but it did haften, as the 
hiftorian+ obferves, if not chiefly caufe the 
fnppreflion of the court of Aar-chamber. 
The judgment was fuitable to all the reft of 

» Fuller,^. 158. t Ibid. 

the 
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tbe proceedings ; for ihc \AA&p was finod teft 
thoufand pounds, fufpeoded a befiefieio ^ (fficio^ 
and to be imprifoned during the king's pfea- 
ftirc. Befidcs tfajs, he* was condemned to fay 
to Sir 'John Mounfon a thoufand marks, for 
faying that the order, he and Tome other 
jafliccs made againft Prigeoriy a witnefs of the 
bifhop^s, was a pocket-ordery and made in aa 
inn. 

This Pf/g-/w was accufcd, in order to inva- 
lidate his eefiimony, of having a baftard, which 
was banded at Lmcoln a£zes beitwten him and 
another* ; one feffions fathering it on him, 
the next clearing him from it, the third re-' 
turning it upon him again ; which order was 
again diflblvcd by the Icing's bench, and Pri- 
getm cleared from the child. And becaufe the 
bifcoys fervants concerned themfelves in be- 
half of Prigeon^ therefore their mafter was not 
only condemned, as above-mentioned, for 
tampering with witnefles, but three of them 
were like wife fined, and one in no lefs than a 
thoufand marks : and Laud made a fpeech of 
almoft an hour long in the ftar- chamber, to 
aggravate the crime, and yet at the feme time 
pretended he had been five times on his knees 
to the king in the bi(hop's behalf, 

* Eujh'w; abridge vol. 2. JJ. 317, &c.^ 

The 
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Tiebiftiop durifig hisdofe teprifomiieht 
in the Tower^ wbich was about four ycars^ 
was examined upon a book of articles of 24. : 
flieets, written on both fidcs^ in order to da- % 
. prive him of his bifhoprick*. One article was. 
That all books ficenced by his Grace's chap- 
lains, as Chune and Sala, popi(h books, with * 
Manwarin£% fermons, are prefumed by all 
true fubjefts to be orthodoXj and agreeable to . 
found religion. This the btfliop utteriy de- 
nied, and wondered at their impodcuce to 
propouad fucfa an article to him. 

Another article related to the licenfing of 
books, M^hich he faid, <' bdonged only to bS- 
*^ {hops, and to all biiliops alike^apd not to their 
^ fervants : however, his Grace had fliuffled 
*• in his chaplains in the laft printed ftar- 
*' chamber decree." But more frivolous were 
the ehfuing articles : 

That he had called a book intitled, A Ccal 
fmm the Altar^ a pamphlet. 

That he faid, that all flefli in England had 
corrupted their ways. 

'♦ fu'hr^ P- ^57* 

That 
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That he faid icoffingly, he had heard of a 
mother- church, but not of a mother-chapel, 
meaniDg the kiog*8, to which all churches ia 
ceremony were to conform. 

That he had wickedly jefted on St. Martin*% 
hood. 

That he faid, the people are not to be laflied 
by every man's whip. 

That he faid, citing a national council for 
!t, that the people are God's and the king'/s, 
and not the prieft's people. 

That he does not allow priefls to jeer, and 
make iuYeflives againft the people. 

It (hews what a temper his adverfaries were 
of, when they thought thefe articles of fuch a 
criminal nature, as that a bifhop might be 
deprived for them : and it likewife (hows what 
a regard they had to the cbaraAer of a bi(hop, 
when of five perfons who were to fit judges of 
his doftrine, with a power t<3 deprive him of 
his bifhoprick, three of them were lay-doc- 
tors : And tho' the bi(hop obje£led againft 
his lay-judges, yet this was over-ruled, and he 
as one of the king's fubje£ls required to make 
his anfwer. 
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All that had been lutherto done agai&ft the 
btlhop of Lincoln did not fatisfy the malice of 
his enemies, but they caufed him to be fined 
it^tk five thoufand pound to the king, and 
three thoufand pound to archbilhop LnUdi 
becaufe forfooth.ooe (hiaU^n^ a fchoolmaf-* 
ter at Weftminfiir^ writ letters to him, where«* 
in were thefe words : The litiU vermin^ tbg 
urchin, and hocus pacus, kibis ^$rmy Chrijbnas 
at variance tvith the Imi^iim ^. And the wic« 
nefles agaioft the bifhop were his two lenrants^ 
who were before confined in the court of ilar- 
chamber for tampering with witnefles \ whereof 
9De was his fecretary f ^ ** who the bifliop 
^< faid bad a commiflion to open his letters in 
«< Hts abfence ; and if any fuch letters were 
«« found in bis boafc, ibdy ^vere hid up and 
«* concealed by liis fecralary ; and tbo' he had 
•< rtteived focll kttera, no law dirrfied tte 
^^Vj/sBt 10 brii^ to a joftke of the peace 
, <* cii^pnas or fiddles, but plain, literal and 
^.grafliiMtical libels againft a Jtnown and 
«^ dearly decypbcred perfon : and that Of- 
«« haUiftm denied that be defigaed arebbUbop 
•» Laud and the treafurie^ Wcfii^n by tbofe 
^« wonis, but depofed on oath he meant other 

^ FuBit^ CharckHiftoryi p. 165. 
f iS^ov. abridg. vol. '3, p. i2,&c. 
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^« pcrfons,.whom *twas proved he ufed to call 
•* by. thofe names." But this did no more ex- 
cufc the bifliop than the fchooiniafler» who 
VfU fined $coo/ to the king, and to pay 
5000 /. u> the ^chbifiiop, doprbed of all (pi- 
ritual dignities and promotions, and .his ears 
sailed to the pillory in the prefence of his 
fcholars. If men fbould be fer ved fo now for 
railing, not only in enigmas and riddles, but 
openly and plainly, at an archbifhop, there 
would fcarce be a high-church prieft in the 
kingdom with any-ears on. 

Bat all this did not put an end to the bifhop 
bf LincoMs troubles *i for there was a new 
information of ten articles drawn up agamft 
Mm, tho' for the main tb^ were but the cott- 
feqtienceand dcdu6ltoos of thefuppofed former 
h\x\it in umpering with witncfl<:li, for which 
he had been fo feveirely cenfuned hefore»f : But 
the broils with Scotland^ and- other -tban^ 4n-> 
tervening, put a ftop to this* profecaiion ; and 
not long after this tamper^r t^itb witn^is was 
«sade archbiihop of l^i. 

< • -til ' > 

. But the higheft poft in the church, tjie iper 

tropolitical fee of all Englani^ in a reign fup- 

'^\ pofed fo tender of the rights of the dcKgy, 

* FuUet^z Church Hiftory, p. 165. 

'4 could 
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couldnot feoiFe the.good and wife archUfhop 
Mbot from being treated very inhumanly, only 
for refuilng to licenfe a fermon of Dr. Silf^ 
iborp*Sy which direflly fubverted the >whoic 
confiitution» and deflroyed all property, in 
maintaining that the king had a divine right 
\o impofe taxes Mfithout confent of parliament, 
and that the fubjefl, on pain of damnation^ 
was obliged to pay them; and this be termed 
apoftolical obedience. Nothing could iatisfj^ 
good king CharJejf but that the archbiflio^ 
muft licenfe this fermon 5 which when he re- 
fnfed to do, the king fcnt him menace^on 
tnenace, in order to flight him to a copH 
pliance; zni Laudj then bifhoj) of 5/. David^p 
was ordered by the klngtoanrwe^ the reafon^ 
which the archbUhop/ vclio was then fick af 
Lamb0thy(tni<o the king to excufc himfelf for 
not liceorfiog Sibthorp^s fermon : and for this 
fenrice he was made a pfivy councetlor. But 
the king being fenfible how little his champion 
•was aWe to cope with the archbifhop, would 
ftot fufFer hhn to have a copy of Laud's an^er, 
or erea to rend it himreif;'and when he fourid 
llie.:arcbbifliop was immovable, he not only 
forbad him meddling with the high commif* 
fion, but banifhed and conHned him to an old 
boofe of his near Canterbury. But feeing ihis 
difgrace and confinement did not break ihe 
• N 2 . hcai'C 
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liean of tke good old man, mirerably a£9j€led 
^wkh gout and ftooe, oor make him ad againft 
his cofifcience, there was a commii&oD granted 
to Laud and feme othar bifliops to try him for 
«o irregaiarity, for which he liad been acquit* 
Wd fevcn ycart before by "bilhop Jfidrnvs, Sir 
Edward Cri/ and others % whom kiog JamiS 
htA impowered to try bim for this very thing, 
tout 'tis not ftraoge he 'BiodM be now found 
guilty and fafpended, when his jadges were 
to be intniflcd with his archiepiicopal power. 

Tbe good arcbfaiAt^ had the iatis^ioii 19 
fte thefe doArines he refufed to Bceofe difajH 
proved by t^ Uag btmfelf, id the piockaaa^ 
Hon he let rarlh for calltog in Mimu4trimi*t 
tSBrmoDs : But the world, which law bcvw foon 
ifter he had prefernicnts heaped 00 ^laB, could 
•o more belie?e the king vas in eariKfty thaft 
MtamvOring hiaafelf was whe0 he made bb re- 
cantation, efpedally when they (aw this prae** 
tifed swith relation to others, attd that M$Mm^ 
gui t, foon after a prodamation t<>cenft»ehlaa 
for his book, had letters fateuts ^for ^a ti- 
fioprick. 

♦ FuHir'i Chaicb Hiffory. 

t Hift. oiEMglmidf voL !•*?• f a^ ()• 
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Tho'jhe£8 wero tkc <ieq> polades of the 
court at that time» yet the arckbiAop bad ihm 
fati^fadlioQ to fee the parliament Tcry amch io 
earoeft in approving inrbat he did, by cenfuring 
both Sibib^p*^ ftod Manwarttg\ iermoosr 
Aod the articlfss oa wkkb the latter was im^ 
peached by tJie commoas and condeoiQed by 
the lor d^, were ♦, 

1. That be laboured to iofufe into the coo- 
ibieoce of the king^ that bis power was not 

lioxited by Jaw j which king Jamei in his fpeech 
to the parliament called tyranny, yea tyranny 
accompanied *with perjury. 

2. That he endeavoured! to pcrfu%de the- 
confciences of the fubjefts, that they are bound 
to obey illegal commands } yea he dan^os them 
for not obeying them. 

3 He robs the fubjefts of the propriety of 
theii'gpo^s. 

4. He endeavours to fet a divUioQ bctweettr 
the head and members^ aod betwecQ. the tneta^ 
bers themfelves. t 

• Hift^of:£ffg/.. p,5i. 
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5. That like Faux^nd his followers he fe^ kr 
to blow up parliameats and parliamentary 
powers. 

Are not all the preachers of abfolate power 
ta the prince, and unlimited obedience in the 
AibjeAs, guilty of thefe damnable crimes T 
What can more efFeAnallyblow up parlia- 
ments, and all parliamentary powers, thao* 
making the lives and fortunes of all the good^ 
people of England depend on the will and plea« 
fure of a fingle peribn ? Such a precarious 
tenure makes us all Turkey flsLve%y and not free- 
born ^Engi'Jbnun : and confcquently the preach— 
^log up that doArine is the greateft treaibo« 
that can be againltthe conflitntion. 

If the clergy themfelves, even the greateft' 
of them, bifliops and archbifhops, were fb* 
barbarouffy dealt with, that would not come 
ivt to the dfbierary meafures of high church, 
we can't think the laity had better ufage, and^ 
therefore I (hall only give an inftance or two 
of their treatmeae. Lilboum and Wbarum 
were pu< ieto the ftar-chamber court, for 
printing feditious books contrary to the decree - 
of that court * : but refufing to take the oath 

* /?»^<iv. abridg. vol. 2. p. 34 > 
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0^pfi(!oiSind idfiAing thatno maa was obliged 
to accufe himfelf) and that impofing this oath 
was codtmry to>the rights of frceborn Engli/b^ 
mefij were- for their refufal fet in the pillory, 
and fined 500/. each, and Lilbmm whipped 
from the. Fleet to the pillory j where for 
the liberty of fpeech that, he took, and for 
difperfiDg of fome pamphlets faid, tho' nevev 
proved, to be feditious, he was by order of the 
ft)urt of ftar -chamber gag'd during the refidue 
of the time be was to ftand in the pillory, and 
afterward ordered to belaid alone in the wards 
of the prifon, where none but the meaneft fof r 
are put, with double irons on his hands and' 
1^^ and none permitted to rdfort to him, and^ 
all letters, writings and books brought to hio^ 
to be feized and deliycr^ ^o ^^^ couvt. 

When bis judges were impeached in parlia- 
ment for this fentence, the cruelty of his being 
whipt from the Fleet to JVeflminfter^ where he 
bad^at leaft 1500 Aripes, was much infiAed 
on. *Twas urged, * That even in France the 

< judges, would allow no more than 13 blows 

< to a prieft, who had perfuaded a*jpoor maid' 

< that St. Francis had a mind fuch a night to 
*' lie with her, and fo feigning of himfelf St. 

* Francis^ was taken m bed with her : and that 

* for the* pillory, it was not defigncd for 

* gentlemen as Mr. LUbourn was^ but was firft 

* N 4 ♦invent- 
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* ioTeoted for Aornitebiuikt aad cheats, to ex^ 
^ alt them ia the fame kind as they bad exalted 

* themfelres opon benches and forms to abnfe 
f the people/ And whether this reafon does 
not extend to mountebanks in divinity, when 
being exalted in their wooden boxes, they 
abufe the people with feditious difconrfes, i 
leave the reader to jadge. 

The ncxt^nftance I ftiall produce, to fticw 
that no ftatioQ could exempt a man, in thofa 
blefled time^» from being profecnted contrary 
to all law and juAice, fliall be of Sir Jol^ El- 
liot, Mr. Dmscil Mollis^ and fevcral oihcf 
' members of ihe houfe of commons, who werd 
|)roceeded agaioft in the Aarchacnbcr for li^ 
beriy of.fj^ech^ {befiwtial to all pacUamentary 
debates : but after they had lain in prifon about 
half a year, the procefs again ft them in that 
court was let fall, and they were profecntedf 
in the kmg*s berich', where the defendants put 
ia a plea to the jiirifdiflian of the court*; 
which being over-ruled, judgment paft ag^infl 
each of them en a mhil dlcit^ and Sic John Ei^ 
lict was fined aooo/. Hollis i coo. marks, &fr. 
and every one of them to be impiilbneddxiriog 
the king's ptea&re, and SK>t to be delivered 

• JJviJoi:y of £i^/a«.^xal' |» Fn 49* 

, out 



out of prifon without gWing fccurity for their 
good behaviour, and owniog their oiFeDce^ 
which rather than do, like good patriots, tbey^- 
were content to fufier a long imprifonmeufe' 
^here feveral of them died") before the; wooldi 
betray the rights of parihimeQt.. 

This liberty of fpeech was tookof on as m. 
peater crime ia Ellht than others*, becaofik 
be had before been enjoined filence in the- 
boufe, by a command of the king, deliTeredk 
llim by the fpeaker ^ and had beeiivbefere iffl* 
pnfoned for prefomtng to coscern himfelf^ tho^ 
by ordep of the hoofe, in the impeachment of 
tfce dttke of Bud^ingham j:, and for which hm 
obtained a vote of the boufe that he<4iad not 
exceeded^ his commiiEoii : and he was after 
tbat commit^d prifoHcr to the GatihtufgX^i^ 
not compiyiog with the demand of the loaa^ 
and his petition for his difcbaigc was rejeAed*. 

What provoked high^cborck chiefly againik 
ElUot^ was reflefliog oa^that part of the kiogV 
declaration prefixed to the 31ft artick, where 
*m affirmed. If titre be anj diff^rena in 9pi^ 
nim concerning tie imierpretathn of the artUleSf, 
the comiOcation ins powsr i^fitUe tboft jyputes 1^ . 

* Hiilory ofAf/iM^p. 4?. f^Tbid. p. 23, 24. 
% lbid.> 37. I ibW. f.. 47, * 54- 
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.This be faid w^ giving them a pow^ byv 
>¥bich popery might be introdaced : and the. 
cooHDoos were (o fenfible of the fatal confe- 
qoeaces that might attend religion if the con- 
iVKatioQ was trufted with fuch a power, thalu 
they entered a proteAation againA it. 

f Thns it ^ras that all forts of people were 
oppf efled and ruined, without aoy more regard* 
to their ftation or chara£ler6».thaB to law or* 
jilftice i and the judges were fotniferably over- 
awed, that if a man did not ftand right in the. 
opinion of Laud and' his minions, he was to* 
expefi no v\^\,^xi WKeftmittfler-hall : and it waa* 
rarely, very rarely, lhat« they durft fend any* 
firobibittons^to the eccleffafiical courts, how* 
much foever they exceeded their bounds, even^ 
flk)' the ecclefiaflical b>gh>commiffion court* 
took to themfelves a power of fining and im* 
prlfoning. And the court of common pleas* 
fend'ing a rule, in Sir Giles Alllngtofi's cafe, to 
the high commiHton, to fliew caufe why a 
prohibition fhould not be granted, was, fays 
my author *, * fo bold a ftl-oke In- ihofe days,' 
« when the cl6rgy had got the whole power or 
*• the kingdom in their hands, that the king 
• himfelf interpofed-,' and by the lord keeper 

* i5!i^iv..,abrid£, irol/2. p.. 87. ■ 



^ reprimanded the judges ; a&d Laud, theii 
^ bi(hop of Londw, tbr^ateoed to excommuoi* 
^ cate tfaem iirhk -omi dlocefes-and to declare- 
Mt at PauF^ crifs^ 1il> tafe t&e afcb1>t(hop of 

* CanterAifj did.;oot dok ^in liis provioce.^ 
Which fj oTera)vtd^the j^dg^j^thitt they left 
Sir Giles to the meVcyof the 'high commiffioQ 
coort, where eight bilhops- and four tiviBans . 
fined hita-i2O0oA toJ the ting*' ' = '•« 

I •.• i, : .'■'■- 'U.fi .'•• • :" ' • 

. .My lof^Clffrejff^nlAys^, .<jlt cani'tbe d?^ 

* -ni©d» ^^^jbjflbeare^f.pW^f of ibiacbi&opa 
^ at aoiu'f^i'f th^ High cprnmilioD xourt had 
f. n^Bch oyer£lc>>9^ed its I^a^kSi not onl)' by med- 

* dljng with. thiDgs not . withiQ their cogoi* 
f zance^ but extendiog- their jodgmeiit^ in mat^ 
*^ters tnatlei before them beyoQd that degree 
< that .was jiiAiiiable ; An4 grew to have kh 
^ great a contempt of the CQmmo& law,^ and 
•the profeflbrs- of it,- that prohibitions froor 

* the fupreme courts of law, which have aodr 

* muft have the fuperlo tendency over all iofc- 
,« rior courts, .w^re not ojxiy neglefted, but the* 
•Judges reprehended for granting them, which' 
^ without perjury they could not deny 5 and' 
^the lawyers difcountenanced for moving* 
'them, which they were obliged in duty to do^ 
^{b that thereby the clergy made almoft the 

* Vol. I. p. lil, 2i^2. " 
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vhole profeOlon, if odt dleir enones, yet 
very uadevoted to ditoi. Tben it grew froiCt 
m ccdcOafticai eMrt tb a cimt of veraiae; 
aad tai|Kifiul gceat fyami whkk c^tk df 
fiakig WM iMMSh «i0re fimpitoe^ aad divfiaet^ 
heavier after Ihe kiegbRdrgmittd all thati 
reveiMW^ whadbever k (hottfid prove, to bar 
i^ptofod fix ihe repandoa cfPmttt chiircii*^ 
Aad in andifc^ #ice ke fiijs^ >Thaft tfa^ 
peevUh ^itt of fooAe clergymen, had! takeix 
gMit pttm$ to attetate the profieilloB of the 
CiiMboa. law horn diem ; aoA tkai oth<ers 
believed tlve ftrtitaitig the prpffiBba of tha4 
law moft necefiarHy kikrge the jtirifdiflSoii 
fif the chufi^ Relict, fap ie^ ' arofe riieir 
bold and uawerrftDtaUe opposing prohibit 
tiooot and" other proceedlflgsof law in behalf 
^ i9ie eedifiaftcid coorcs.^ Jnd then adds^ 
Inever ycv fpolt« wkb ooe dergyrifiaa, who* 
hath had the elipcrieace of both lUigations^' 
that hath not tngeii«oti£|y confefled, be had^ 
rather, in reiptd of hie troabie^ chdrge, znS 
fatisfa6kioa to his aaderftaadfaigv have tbree- 
fnits depeadfog ia W^fiminflir-haU^ than one 
in the arches, or any ether ecclefiafiicalcourt.'' 
^is vtffble from this great maa-'s opiQioa, howT 
aatural a tendency the prhidplesof high-cbUrcH 

• y©V ». B».4«.p« a4.i> a^a* 



ime 10 ieftd the ^^c^ iftln « conteopt of die 
coJBmoa hv, iiid the fMrofeffbrs oFit ; &iid ta 
eMyb^eoce ta isftmpic upon til Ae rights^ of 
ibe people, t^tiidi are ^iily fecaf cid by « Jull 
adiriaiftratiM of ilut Urn. 

Had Qol: Ifi^ckurch beeo coatimmn/ 
j^eadnog up* that kings arc roperior to alf 
tedsaa hatws, as baviog by diiviae right all ab« 
filiate powcf over the properties of tlieh- fiib«^ 
je£is, I am veril j perf uaded iiag Cbaritii 
mgn bad not been fiaioed with foi iiiaoy aAs^ 
of oppreffi0D» which were more and greater 
tfaaa the people felt io^ aay^I might almoft 
▼ealvre to fay ia ^ the reigns fioce the coAf 
queft till that thne. la one year the kliigde- 
maods ' icoo6o / of the city of L$adm by way 
of loan ; asd not only forces them te pay ir, 
but to fie out tweaty oiea of w«* at their owo 
expence f. Befides other taxes impofed by his 
cywa aiAliOrtty» my lord Cbr^tidon fays ^^ * Sof*' 

* ^ememal a As of fiate were made to fflpptj^ 

* defeft of laws ; fi> toEiDage and pomdage^' 
•.sod o(beii duties vppa merchatidisies, were 
HooUeAfd by order of the board, whidi bad 
« been p ofitkeiy refofed to be fettled by aft o^ 
^fuulkmeitt, and ao9W greater impofitioit la&fc 

\ Rvjhw* Hift. Col), abridg. vol. i. p. 2^7,268* 
^ Cfar§mM%hi&^1^ U P»S^^S» 
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*'oa trade. Obfolete l^ws were, cfivited tsaii 

• rigoroufly.execiKedi viz. Forell Uws aai 
*kQighchoQ4 [wl^ch^laft pUiged. all p<;rf^^^ 
that had /or the three iaft three yeara 40 L ptr 
annum in their handsy or for tbrir.ofe, to^re'^ 
ceive the order of knighthood] And he adds, 
••That IK>' lefs unjuft projefts of all kinds, 

• maDy ridicoloas, many fcandaloDS, and all' 

• very grievous, were fot on foot ; and that 
•the cooocil-chamber and* ftarrchamber held: 
•for honoarabier that which pleafed^ and -for 

• joft that vibich profited ; and, being the fame- 

• perfons in fevieral rooms, grew both courtii 
•rof law to determine right, and courts of 
•' revenue to bring money into the treafuryr 
*:the copnttl -table by proclamation enjoining' 
••to the peopk what was not enjoined by the 

• law,< and prohibiting^whar was" not prohibit- 

• ed ; and . the flar chamber cehfuring the* 
•: breach, of thofe proclamations by very large' 
•.fines and imprifonment f : And! that there 

• were v«y few perfons: of quality: who had 

• not fuffcred or been per pkxed by the weight* 
•. and fear of thofe judgments and> ceofurics ; 
^and .that, no man could hope to be longer 
•^ free froo^tbe inquifition of that court> than 

• he refolved to iobmit ^to extraordinary' 
fcourfes.* 

f ClarenMt Hifi.^p»<22^.» . 

A-tj^ 



A tyranny made fkmiKar by long nfe. iS 
mnch eaiier to be borne than a -new one : a cd 
therefore the EngVtJh^ the frceft people in the 
world, mad be in a terrible conflernation and 
confiifion^ when they found tbemfelves all of a 
fuddeo overwhelmed with a vail inundation > 
of oppreifion of all kinds ; and that the law, 
ihAead of redreflihg thefe grievances, was per* 
verted by mercenary judges, to entail flaverj 
on themfaltres and their pofterity : And that the 
parfiament, which was th^ir laft refuge, whea 
It met, which was very feFdom, was confUntlj 
infulted, and the members upon its unfeafon- 
able difolution were fifted and imprifoned 
during the king's pleafure : And tliat martial 
law was pra£lifed in time ofpeace, and projeA^ 
on foot for bringing in foreign force, and thb. 
church m.a worfe condition than the ftate, bj 
the clergy's carrying their ecclefiaftical tyranny 
higher than ever it wss in thefe kiogdooi^ in 
the times of popery (to which they were daily 
making advances) by thefe two courts of in* 
qpifition, the high-commtffion, and the ftaN 
chamber, which iniiiAed fuch terrible pnnifti* 
ments, as that death itfelf, compared with 
them, ought to be cileemed a favour. And a 
man muft be flrangely in love with life, who 
would not prefer dying before the fufFerings 
^whicb high church infliAed oa the reverend 
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9r. OaUSf or cvea Mr* Jolmfm^ tho' thqr 
tfcaped feveral of the craelties that the fiarf 
cbtmber ufed to iafiift on clergymen \ fiich a> 
Bailing of ears to the plUory, cutting them o^ 
flitting of nofes, branding tiiem in the face with 
hot irons And T can't bnt think Mr. Tuuhin 
vras very much in the right, who rather than 
endure^ the whippings, to which J/j^r/Vj, in 
»he bloody ailizes of the ff^^fl^ condemned him, 
upon no other pretence than not owning hii 
light name, petitioned king Jam-i in the foN 
lowing manner : ^ That he humbly conceives- 

* that the fcntence paft on him by Jefftria is 

* worfe than death ^ and therefore humbly 

* prays your majefly will be mercifully pleafed 

* to grant him. the favour of being hanged 
*with thofe of his fellow- prifooers that are 

* condemned to die %, and lill then your pe- 

* titioner, l^c *. 

. B«t It not being the buffnefs of this p^pev 
ID consider the cntelttes c^ thofe reigns, where 
the king'sbcDch fapplied the want of the ftar- 
chamber, by impofing immoderate fines, and 
kafliOing, exceflive corporal puni(hments; I 
iiafl refunM the thread of my difcourfe, rela* 
itng to the cruelties of the high commiflioo. 
and the flaiNcbamber, where if there happened 

♦ Wrfitrn |yfart|rology, p». aafl, 

to* 
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to be any difFereoce as to the degree of punifh- 
ikiedt, the ecclefiaflkks ufnall/ voted with' 
rhofe.who were for the fcvcrcft. Nay, I (hall 
give an inftaoce where Laud had not authority 
enough to get one man to join with him in the 
punifhing of a man« and that was in the cafe 
of Gtllllrand ah almanack- maker, who was by 
his order put into the high commiifion court, 
for leaving out of bis calendar the names .of th& 
popUh faints, and putting in thofe of the pro* 
teftant martyrs *. And tho' at the hearing of 
the caufe it appeared it was the fame with Fqx*% 
authorifed calendar, and that almanacks of that 
kind had been formerly printed ; for whichr 
reafon Gillihrani was acquitted by archbifhof^ 
Abb(,t^ and all the reft of the court; yet Lani^ 
would by no means confent, and cried, Thi 
qH$en herfelf bad camplained to him vfthis olma" 
naci^ tuhich gave great offence U thofe ofhir tin 
ligion^ and therefore be hoped it JbouU not pajs un^^ 
puntjhed in thai court. And when be faw hc( 
could not prevail, he told the almanack- maker; \ 

with a great deal of fury, Tou have made afac^ 
tion in this court y for which you ought to be pu* 
vijhed\ and. then threatened him with a fecond 
profecution, which put the poor man into x \ 

fever, of which he died. This was more i 

■ ■ • • J 

• lauX% trial bjr ^r^nn, p. 1^3, 184, f 03, 506^ j 
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fcanditlous thaa preferring Dr. Pochlington^ 
^ho had fo fcandaloufly libelled the proteftan^ 
martyrs ; for which^. as has been already ob-^ 
ferved, he was ceofared in papliaoaeDt. 

Laud^ whether It was to promote his interefl 
at court, or for any other motive, appeared fb 
great a favourer of popery and popiftx books,- 
that even while he was blfhop of London he 
was petitioned againft by the prlntersf and' 
bookfellerSy for reftrainibg books written a* 
gainft popery; and they complained that 
divers of them were in the hands of purfivants 
for printing againft popery; and that the. 
books againft it were not allowed by him or 
his chaplains^who had then the fole liceniiag^ 
of books •*• 

Iif a word*, Laud's chief defi'gn was to ad^ 
vance the ecclefiaftical power above the law of* 
the land (one of the articles on which he was- 
nnpeached) And therefore while he was aim-^ 
iirg at a papal' power himfclf, afFefllng to-be^' 
called His Holinefsy and Mo/l Holy F«/*irr, and' 
Summus Pjnti/ex-f, titles which cuftbtn has- 
appropriated to the pope; andfeveral as flat- 
tering titles, as Archangelus^.^ m quid mmS' 

• RufthTv, in fol. vol..!. p. 655» 
f Htyiit'^ Life ^flaudy^. 297. 

Spirits 
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Spiritu San^o effufijjime pliHut J : 'tis no woni 
^r he were no friend to the pope's fupremacy 
or infallibility. But for the other popifti doc- 
trines which ferved to fet up an Englijh popery, 
we need go no farther than his life written 
By his own chaplain Heylin^ to fee Ht)W ready 
he was to favour all who promoted them, and 
how feverely he treated all who oppofed them ; 
the books of the rankeft papifts being, either 
licenfed by his chaplains, or approved by 
hlmfelf ^ and not only new books againft popery 
were hindered from being publi(hed, or called* 
inland paflages againfi popery deleted in others^ 
. (of which you have a large account in Prynn*$ 
hiftory ofhis triaiy but the beft proteftant 
ones, as were formerly ircenfed by authorfty, 
were not permitted to be reprinted: fuchas 
Fox^s A&i and Monuments (of which everj 
cburch is obliged to have one) Dr. TViUit, and 
the famous bilhop JeweT% works ; nay even 
jthe PraiiUi of Pie! y^ which had been printed 
iix and thirty times, could not now obtain a 
new licence. And< had not his creature bifiiop 
fyrenytht fame defign, when- he put this into 
tbc articles of his vifitaiion, 7hat the church-^ 
fvardens in- every pari/h of his* diocffe Jhrnldin^' 
fuin yuhether any perfons prefumed U talk of 

J; HiHory of his troubles, p. 2^4, 325. 

religion 
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nligion at thilr tableSy and U their familUs f 
Since faoh a grofs igaorance as this muft eau&» 
would asnoch help to briog ia popery, as the 
Kllraint of proteflant books. < 

The bcft argument Heylin has to prove 
Laud was no papift, was his marrying the earl 
of Devonjbln lo my lord Riches wife, while he 
was alive, and not divorced a vinculo matrix, 
monii * ; which he fays nuiy^ervtfor afufficient 
argumita that he was m papijf, nor cordially af- 
felled to that religion. But whether he was fa 
or no, I refer the reader to what this chaplain 
of his fays concerning the projecft of the union 
with thepaplfts ; which he does not deny bis. 
Grace wjts concerned in f. 

But becanfe he is magnified by high -church 
for his great fervice to king and church, I 
Ihaii. fliew from my lord Clarendon^ that he 
was the chief caufe of the ruin of both. Foi* 
he owns, * That when he was made archbifhop 

* (which was in 1633.) it was a time of great 
' eafe and tranquillity : The king had made 

< himfeif fuperior to all thofe difSculties he 

* had to contend with, and was now revc- 

* renced by all his neighbours ; the general 

< temper and humour of the kingdom little 

* Hefl!H*$ life of Laud^ p. 5 j, f Ibid. p. t^t. 

* inclined 
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^iDcliaed to the papift, aod lefs to the puritan 
« — The charchwas not repined at, nor the leaft 

* inclination (hewn to alter the gorernment ot 

* difcipHne thereof, or to change the doftrine % 

< nor was there at that time any confiderable 

* number of perfoos of any valuable condition 

* throughout the kingdom who did wl/h 

< either : and the caufe of fo prodigious a 

* change in fo few years after, was too vifible 

* from the cffefts ; the ^rchbifliop*s heart was 
•* fet upon the advancement of the church, 

* fcff J/ Then he goes on to declare what 
methods he took to bring about fo prodigious 
a change, and fays, * He provoked men of all 

< qualities and conditions* who agreed jo qo« 

* thing elfe but their averfion to him *.* And 
how could It be otherwife, fince he concerned 
himfelf in every thing; and, as Clartndn ob- 
ferves, ' never abated in any thing of bis feve* 

* rity and rigour towards men of dl condl* 

< lions, or in the fliarpaefs of his language and 

< expreffioDS : which was (b natural ro' hio^ 
« that he could not debate any thing withom 
' feme commotion, nor bear coiitradi£)ioii^ 

* even in the council^ where all acii are equal- 
« ly free, with that patience and temper that 

* was oecellary, of which tbej wko wiAed him 



•ibM. p.y9. 
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root well took maoy adv^Dtag^s : .particularly 
*.my lord Cottington, who knew too well how 

< to lead him into a mifiake,aDd thea drive him 

* into choler, and then expofe him upoD the 
' matter and the manner, to the judgment of 

< the company *. He entertained, fays this 

< jioble lord, too much prejudice to fome per-^ 
^ Tons, as If they were enemies to the difcipline 
<.of the church, becaufe they concurred with 
« Cahln in fome^doflrinal points /^x the body of 
« the clergy then did) when they abhorred his 

< difcipline, and reverenced the government of 
*the church, and prayed for its peace with as 

* much zeal and fervency as guy in the king- 
^doin; as they made manifeft in their lives, 
« and in th«ir fufFerings with it and for itf-* 
And another hlflorian, who Is not backward 
on all occafions to commend Laudy owns» 

* That the proceedings in tlie-fpiritual courts, 
^ not only agalnft open feparatifls and profefs*d 

* puritans, but even againft many truemem- 

* bers of the Aurch, that did not come up to 

* new meafures ; were fo ftrifl: and fevere, that 

* it gave occafion to ftrike at the jurlfdiclion of 

* thofe courts %* And when fo many of the 
true members of the church were ufedTo 

feverely, the dlflenters could not cxpeft better 

* . '• . * 

• Clarendons Hift. vol. i. p. 77. f Ibid. p. 70. 
X Hl^.XifJSngIaMl,voi. J, p. 85. ! 
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treatment: who were not permitted to feck 
their repofe abroad, norfuffered to enjoj any 
qaiet at home; but were treated with theut- 
moft rigour that malice armed with arbitrary 
,^wer could, contrive. 

As ab expreffions conld «iore folly fl,ew the 
imperbus infolent temper of tbk proud prelate, 
than not to be able to bear « jeft from the 
Wng's fool, whofe bufinefs it was to make jeftg 
DO his mafter, as well as the reft of the court ; 
and therefore la**/ obtained an order from the 
council, the king being. prefent, to get the 
iool s coat pulled over, his ears, to be difcharg- 
ed the king's fervice, and to be baniflied the 
court (aod 'tis welhhe efcaped being fined in 
the ftar-chamber) for afldng Wm upon the 
news of the difturbance in Seetland about the 
liturgy, m*'ai tbi fewlnew? So nothing 
could fliew more the weaknefs of his mind 
•tbafa that dreams, as' 'tis plain from his diary* 
^ere capable of making fijch an imptttffion oil 
,him •. 

. ..Had not that houfe of commons which &t 
jthree years, be%p;bj[s.tj4al, plainly feen that 
nothin:g could prevent the utmoft confufion, 
while Laud Was at the head of affairs j they 

♦ Wtl'.txipod'i Mcinoirf,p. 55. 
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wooJd not the very firft month of their fittmg, 
when there was not the leaft mirunderflandiog 
between the king and them, have declared 
him tumitu antraaicente a traitor f . 

And none who is the leaft acquainted with 
the biftory of thofe times^ but mnft be god- 
vinced that if Loud had not prevailed on the 
king to impofeon the Si$ts^ by his own ftutho^ 
rity, canons and liturgies of his framiog ; the 
king foetid never, by reafbn of the circnm* 
Aances of the times, have thought himfelf ob* 
liged to pafs an afi for the nbolilhing of epif- 
copacy in Scotland: In which/afi 'tis declared, 
That the governmtnt tfthi thunb ly b'fi>0ps wot 
ogainft the word ofGody and the propagatimi of 
nligiin ^. ,Nor would he, in purfuance of that 
a£V, have given away the bifiiops lands to thofc 
who were the greateft enemies tp epifcopacy s 
nor 10 all likelihood, ^fterWiacd have coofiesited 
fOyand fjgaed a contraA with tbe^&^i^, in 
which he obliged bimiieif to confirm by j(ft 
of parlijiment in both kingdoms the ,Meaia 
League and Covenant, and by aft of parliament 
iu England prefbyterlan government, ttie di* 
re£lory for worftip, asdnicflMi of divines at 

f Wgikocod^t Memoirs, p. ^%. 
« ChrindoH^v. I. p« a44> 245* 
X Ibid. vol. 3. p* 7B, 79, 
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Wifiminfiir for three years : And that upon a 
coofultatioQ with the afTembly of dWioes, ta 
«rfaich tweoty Aiould be added by the 'kiDg» 
«i^ith fome from the diurcli of Sccthndy it 
Iboald be determined by the king and parlia- 
ment what forni of church-goyemment fhould 
be eftabliflied afterthe expiration of thofe years. 
Which was in effeft as compleat an eflablifli- 
fnent of prefbytery as could be ; becaufe no 
legal eftabliihment can be conceived in fuch 
abfolnte and analterable terms, but muft be 
fiib)e£l ^o be changed after the fame manner 
as this eftablifliment was : to which no end 
could be put, but by the confent of every part 
€>f the legiflature to an alteration. And yet 
the clergy have the afTutance to maintain, that 
this gracious king died a martyr to epifcopacy: 
though tn truth he granted thefe terms to the 
Scots^ to encourage them to invade England^ 
and to create a new civil war, while he refufcd 
them to^the Eftg/IJhi when by conceffions far 
lefs difhonourable than he granted to the Scots, 
be might have fecured himfelf, and the peace 
of fhe kingdom. 

I thought myfelf obliged to mention theie 
few, amobg the many inftances that might be 
produced of the infupportable iofolence and 
cruelties of a prelate, who fcarce appears to have 
one good qilality to attoae for all the ill ones he 

VOL. III. O wa» 
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was m fo ;high a degree pofleflcd of ; who todS: 
ail the methods hnagiaabie to alienate the moft 
QQConqderable afRsdioos |Of the peoplef rom the 
Wog and dmreh ; and a£led after fuch n 
maaoer, as if heddpaired of brio^og about 
his wtctod deltas, till he had pot all things 
in coofufioii. This aiuft appear evident to 
any ooe, -who takes mens cbaraflers from 
;their actions, and not from 'the paficgyrics 
.wliich flattering hillorians give of them. 
Thefething^y I fay, I'lhought my&If bound 
to ol>ferye concerning him, not on his owa 
scooual, iinoe'he has long ago foffered wh^t 
lie defenred ;'bnt for the fake of high church, 
.who efteem him the very pattern in the 
mount, and condemn the beft churchmen as 
pirfidiQUs Grindalsy loading them with all 
manner of obloquy, that .will not tread in'his 
fleps: which plainly (hews what they would 
be at, if ever the nation be fo infatuated as to 
xruft them with power*. 

^y lord Clarendmy in expofing the weak* 
nefs of the ScotSy fays, * The infi^hus bve^tb 
pf their fenfgUfs and wreuhed cUrgy corrupted 
4tnd g(iiver4$ed the pmpU. And will' it not be as 
great a reflexion on the E^lijb^ to be cor« 
rupted by as fenfelels and wretched a clergy 

• Vol. 3. p. S3. 
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as ever thofe of Scotland can be fappofed to 
be ? Thofe I tneaiii who propoTe Laud and 
bis party as th^ ftaadaril and model by whicl^ 
they would govern themfelves; aad would 
have all that won't come into their meafurea 
be treated as eneories to the ohardi. For 
which reafon, it wiH not be improper to re- 
|>eat the charader my lord Falkland gives of 
theie ftandards and patterns of high- chnrch ; 
imd I chufe himy faecaqfe. his zeal for the 
church is as well known as his ability to ^e* 
&nd iti and becaufe he died a martyr in 
4ighting for the royal .caufe, when his poft of 
Secretary of ftate to Charles I. exempted him 
from any military engagement ; and becau^b 
inj lord Clarendon^ who (pends above three 
pages in one place in his commendation, gives 
liim the higheft charafler that can be be- 
flowed on a mortal : amofig other things he 
iaySy * ^ He was fo ievere an adorer of truth, 

* that hecontd as eafily give himfelf leave to 
^ 'Aeal as to diflTemble : that be was a perfon 
^ of fucfa prodigious parts, learning and know* 
' ledge, of that inimitable fweetnefs and de- 
< lighten conyerfaiion, and of fo flowing and 

* obliging humanity and goodnefs, and ^t 
^ that primitive fimplicity and integrity of 

' ♦ VoL I. p. a6R# 
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* life, that if there were no other brand Oft 

* that odious and accurfed civil war than that 
' Angle lofs, it muft be moft infamous and 
« execrable to all poJfterity*.' And therefore 
svhat fo impartial, fo candid, and fo able a 
jiidge fays of things, which happened within 
his own knowlec^, cannot fail pf gaining 
credit even with the moft prejudiced. Fid, 
JRjuJbw. faU vqU 4. p. 184. 

iChe Lord Falkland^ ffcpcb concerning 
Epfcapacy. 

* Mr. Speaker, 

* O E is a great ftrangcr in Ifrael who know5 

not that this kingdom hath long la- 

* boured. under many and great oppreffion^^ 
' both in religion and liberty ; and his ac- 

* quaintance here is not gr/oal;, or his inge- 
< nuity lefs, who doth not both know and 

* acknowledge that a great, if not a principal 

* caufe of both thefe have been fome hifiio.ps 
^ and their adherents. 

* Mr. Speaker^ A little fearch will fervc to 

* fend them to have been the deftruflionpf 
^Quityi under pretence of uniformity} to 

• Vol, 2. p. 76. 

« have 
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' bare brought in fuperfiition and fcandaf, 
^ iindct the titles of reverence and decency ; 
^ to hare defiled oar church, by adorning 

* our churches i to have flackefled the ftrift7 

* nefs o( that unioii which was formerly ber 

* tween us and thofe of our religion beyond 
f the fea; an adion as uapolttic as ungodly. ■ 

* Mr, Speaker J We (hall find them to have 

< tithed mint and anife, and have left undone 

* the weightier works of the law j to have 

* been lefs eager upon thofe who damn our 
^ church, than upon thofe who, upon weak 

* confcience, and perhaps as weak reafons 

* (the difllke of fome commanded garment^ 

* or fome uixcommanded pojfture) only ab« 
f fiaioed from it. Nay, it tlath been more 

* dapgerous for men to go tp fome neighbour's 

* parifiiy t^beu they had ^19 fermon in their 

* o^n, than to be obfiinate and perpetual 
*recuiantss while mafles have been faid in 

* fecurity, a convendcle hath' been a crime, 
^ and which is yet more, the conforming to 
^ ceremonies hath been more exa£ied than the 
^ conforming to cKriftianity \ and whilft men 

< for fcrnples have becn^undoney for attempts 

* upon fodomy they have only been ad- 
'^ mooiihed. 

* We fliall find them. to have been like the 
« ben in Mfip^ which laying evei7 day an egg 

O 3 « upon 
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' apoQ facb a proportion of barley, her mr- 

* ftrefs iBcreafing her proportion in hope (ha 
^ would inereafe her eggs, flie grew fo &t npoa 

* that addifioB, ttiat me never laid more : fi> 

* thodgh at fir !t Aitlt Reaching W6re th^ dc* 

* cafion of their ()'refierffient, ihtj ^et made 

* thehr prtfetmeht th^ bccafiot df their tioi 

* preaching* . 

• We (hall find thctti to fcaW refettble* 

* another fable, the dog in th6 tikiHger ; to- 

* hate neith^l* p^^ach&d tKeihfei^^, hoT Ml-- j 

* ployed thofe that (hbuld, nor fttlFered thofe I 

* that would : to have brought in catechiiiog^ | 

* ooly tt> thraft out preaching, cried doWi^ i 

* leihi'rcs by *tW name ot faflroris, *eitl[ep 
} t)ecaure their l^ndufli^ in that duty appeared 

^ a reproof to tlteir ni5gie^ of it, or whli in* ^ 

^ tention to kavS Iwought in darknefs, thar 
^ they might tlie eafier &w their tares, while 
^ it was night ; and By that ihtrbduftiob of , 

^ ignorance, introduce iiie better thkt religibi^^ 
^ iHbicb accouAts it the mother o^^evQtion^ 

* tk^.wpMh^ » ffii^ ^ (aie mm hh 

^mfiRj, is m!A Us hii pib^lt: 9lit n^&fen 
«<fa^ h*d With gtHk ivMoHi {me tfnalljr 

* the children of darknefs are wi(^ in thti^ 
^ generation than the children of light) lilenced 

^ da both ^SLm thdfb b^lnioas which have i 

•ofttn 



oftefi tormented the chcrch^ and have^ and 
i^in al^rays tronblt the fehool», they mad^ 
«re of this deelarafion tatleup one fide, and 
kt the other loofe ; whereas tbey ought eithct' 
m diicretioQ to be equally refirained, or in 
jaftice to have been equally tolerated. And 
it is obfervabhe, that that party to which they 
gave thrs licetKe,. was that whoT^ doArine, 
c&otrgh they were not contrary to law; wa^ 
contrary to cnflom, and for a loog*whilc in 
this kingdom was no oftener preached than 
recanted. 

« The trmh is^ Mr. Sfrakn-y that as Tode 
HI nlniftei?& in ouv Aa^ Hfft took away omt 
noney front «s> 9ftA after > endktvooj^ to 
make cmr money not Woi%h 'the ticking* by 
nrromg it faito brafs by a kind of antiphilo^ 
fopber*s ftone ; fo thefe men nfed us in the 
point of preaching, £rft deprefBfig it to 
their power, and next labouring to n^ke M 
fach, as the harm had not been mnch If it 
had been depreflbd : the moft freqtient fob- 
jafii^ even in the moft facred au^itorm,' 
being the jm divlnum of bifiiops and tithes, 
the facrednefs of the clergy, the facrilege o^ 
impropriations, the demolifliiog of pnrita- 
nifm and propriety, the building of the 
prerogative at PauFsj the introdaftlon of 
' O 4 • ftich. 
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* fttcb doAriocsi as,- admittiog them tnie^ 
' tbe truth would not racompeace the fcan- 
^ dal ; or of fach that were f& far falfe, diatf 
^ as Sir Tb$mas Metre fay» of the cafmfts, 
*■ their bafiiieft was not td keep men from 

* fiooiDg, biK to- inform- tbem> ^am. prope 

* €d peccatum fan peccato liaat dcadire: fo it 

* feemed their work was to try bow much of 

* a papift might be brought in without po« 

* per;, and to defiroy as much as they could 

* of the gofpel, without bringing them(bl?et 
^ inta danger of being deflroyed by the law* 

* Ta go yet further* fome of them bate fa 

* induilrioufly laboured to deduee themfelvear 
< from Rmu^ that they have ^en g^peat 
^ fufpicion that in gratitude they defire to 

* return thhhery or at leaft to meet it balC 
« way. Some have evidently laboured to 

* bring in an SmgUJb^ though not a Rman 

* popery: I mean not only the outfide an^ 

* dre& of iiy but equally abfolute, k..bli<kd 
^ dependaoce of the people upon the clergy» 

* and of the clergy upon themfelvesj^ and 
' have oppofed the papacy beyond the fea, 
' that they might fettle one beyond the water. 
^ Nay, common fame is more than ordinarily 

* falfe, if none of them have found a way 
^ to reconcile the opinions of Rsme to the 

« prcfcrmenta 
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< prefennents of England \ and be fo abfo^^ 
^lut^ly, diredly aod cordially papifls, that 
« it is all that fifteen hofidred pounds a year 

* can do to keep them from conifeflipg it. 

] • • . • • 

< Mr« Speahry I come now to fpeak of onf 

* liberties ; and confidering the great intere(( 

* thefe men have had in our common mafter^ 

* and how great a good to us they might hav^ 
*i&ade that intereil in him, if , they woul4 
,<<have ufed it to have informed him of ouf 
.<. general fuffenogs; and confidering how little 
.« of thei^ freedom of/peech*at WMtehall mighf 
.^ have iaved rUs a great deal of the ufe we 
.* bav£. now of. it in the parliament houi^ 
.< their not doing this alone were occalioa 

* enough for^ u$ to accufe them as the be* 
,-^ trayers,, though not as the deflroyers ojF 
^ o\ic rights and liberties : though, I confefs, 

* if they had been only filent in this parti* 

* cular, I had been filent too. But, alas, 
.' they whofe aneeAors in the darkcft time^ 

* excommunicated the breakers of Magna 

* Cbarta, did now by themfelves, and their 
:^. adherents, both write, preach, plot, and 
J* zGl again(l it, by encouraging Dr. Btaly by 
.• preferring Dr. Manwaring^ appearing, for- 
.^ ward. for monopolies and (hip-money j and 

^ i£ any were flow and backward to comply, 
." . O 5 • Wafting 
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«blaftiii| both them nnA tfarir prefemeiiC 

* with dit ttCfiidft exprefiw 0I th^ hati'edy 
f the tide of PitriUM* 

• Mr. SpiaiiTy Wc fliall fend foittc rf then 

* to hate laboured to exclude both all per- 
^ JToDs, ab^ ah caulks <^ ihb 6t6fg|^, fVo<n ther 

* ordinary jurifdlftioQ of tfee tfcl!T>ofkl thagi- 

* Ilrate, and by hindering jjrohibittens (fttlt 
^ by appaffent powcj: agalhft the judges, ani 
^ after by fcCre't a^refcmfctits ^ith theito) to 
^ !haT^e takin a'Qiray the bnty teg^I botrbd to 
^ tiicir arbitt-kry po^^r, ahi tixteit a^lt Wire 
^ a c'oirqdeft apbn tht; cotttMti lis^ df the 
^ land, ttrhidh ft 6ur toimnob ftti^rftdiiiceV 
^ and after thade ufe of that {>owtr to tiirii 

* their brethren out of their freeholds, for 
^ hot doing that which no law of toan required 
^ them to do; and%hich fm their '^oplnioiis) 

* the law of tJbd Required thein ndt to do. 

* We (hall find thexn in general to hatfe en- 

* couraged all the cfergy to fuits, and to have 
« brought all fuits to the council-table ; that 
^ having all power in ecdleftaftkal niat^ers, 
^ they laboured for equal ](>ower in telttporal, 

* and to difpofe as well of every iolfice» ^ 
« every benefice : which loft the clergy flmch 

* re^nue, and much revereneey by tacdu- 

* ragiog them iudifcreetly to txaft nabre of 
^ troth th4a ^as dtte; fo th:tt indttfl tht gftia 



aitd Orthopox V fonhn. * .32^ 
of their gre;itDers extended but to a few qf 
that ordery though the eovy exteaded upop 
all. 

< We (hall find tfaem to have both kindled 
and blown the common fire of both nations, 
to have both fent and maintained that booi, 
of which the. author no doabt hath long 
fince wifhed with Neroj Vtinam nejeijjim 
Uuras! and of which more than one king- 
dom hath caiife to wiffi, that when he wric 
that, he hid rather burned a library, thb' 
of the value of Ptolomy^%. Wc (hall find 
them to have been the firft aid principal 
canfe of the breach, I mil not fay ofs bat 
fince the pacification at Bgrwick. We IhaH 
find them to have been the almoft folc 
abettors of my lord Bimfford^ whilA he 
waa prafiiifing upon another kingdom that 
manser of government wfaich he intended la 
fettle in this; where he committed fo many, 
fo mighty, and fo manifeft enormities and 
oppreifions, as tlie Uice have not been com* 
mitted by any governor in any government* 
fince Virres left Sicily: and after they had 
called him over from being deputy of 7rc- 
land^ to be in a manner deputy of Engie^d 
(allthtegs here being gofverned by ^juntil/c^ 
and that jutttilh governed by htm) to have 
affifted him In the giving ef fuch counfiAs, 
6 'and 
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* and the purfuiDg of fuch courfes^ as it is 9 

* bard and meafnring caft, \»hetber they were 

* more nnwife, more uDJiift, or more unfor- 
' rnoate, and which had iofallibly beeo our 
^ defiruAioi, if by the grace of God, their 

' ihare had not been as fmali io the fub- 

* ttlty of ferpents, as ia the innocency of 
f doves/ 

As every one that is cofivertant ia ftorf 
siyft allow this to be a favoaraUe defcrip- 
tion of the thea high church deiPgy ; fo he 
muA owo> that the high*ch«rch bity were 
then for. the moft part not only grofly ig- 
soraot in religions matters^ but withal very 
much addifVed to drunkennefs, and all mamser 
of debauchery,, and remarkable for their great 
contempt of all that's facred or fcriouss and 
abohninably guilty of all manner of lewd 
buffooDcry, and of fwearing, profaning and 
. 1>Iarphe(ning the holy name of God ; , and if» 
a word, were it very £t people for fuch 
priefts* 

'Tis no, wonder this deicriptioa the above* 
meOtionM lord gives of high-church in Charles 
the FirA's reign, is fp lively a picture of them 
at prefent; (eeing they have ever fioce ma4e 
it their buiioels to copy after that origiufl; 
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tad tberefore iQ the followiog reigns; whdiv 
tfie cdan feemed to havb no other aim btkt 
popery and flavery, they came pidmb into- 
adl its meafiires and went hand h) hand with 
Che court till an indulgence was allowed to 
the diflenters^. 3:nd they have fulHciently 
flieMm the world, that no governmenx, tho* 
•it pam with i\i6firfl^fruiu 2XlA tenths or any 
other branch of its revenue to the church, is 
fa exped thesr to be in its intereA, if they are 
not allowed the power of perfecating pro- 
teftant Aflenters*. Perfeention wtdi them, is 
,like charity with troe chriilianr; without 
which, do what etfe yoi> will for them, ym 
are but z% founding hrafo and tinkling ^ymbab. 

Bat tho* high church propc^es the reign of 
Cbarks I. when Laud^ and his faAion governecl 
every thing, as a precedent for all future 
reigns, I fuppofe it is with this tacit exception! 
to the treatment of clergymen of their fide^ 
if they chance to be tried for any miTde- 
meanour^ except we can fuppofe they are^ 
willing to have Dr. SacbgvtrilP% ears cropt, 
his nofe (lit, his face ftigmatized, to have 
an excei&ve fine put on him, and to be 
condemned to perpetual imprifonment, as 
clergymen and others then were, who were 
fiot guilty of the tboufiuidth part of the 

crim^r 
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crimes this revereod dmoe Hands accnfcif 
of. Aod lb fiur I agree with iheiD-> that I 
would oot haffft any of their proceedings, 
wUch at all timet fitTOtnred of violence and 
hjoftice^ propofed ai a patteni in a idgn Qy 
fiuaont for its gentleneis and modcraticm: 
aor woold I have the wbigi picvaalfid QCtbf 
any pra^Ucc of the toriea^ or by any thoughts 
of retaliadoQ oi provocation, or«ny pretence^ 
whatever, to exceed the dm bounds of im« 
partial joftice ^ tmt only to take fucfa care a» 
may prevent both chnrch and tbttc froor 
ittUing under focb dtplorjd>Ie diciifiiftance]^ 
m ttwy were in vhcn biglMbnrdi rid tn^ 
wnfhaiit. 
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Ti know nothing at all^ mtther confidtr that it 
is expedient for us^ that one man JbotM die 
for the people^ and that the whole nation 
ferijh not. Caiaphas* 
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THO' this is the pTace of a prefacef 
what I have to fay, more thab the 
contents that follow, bemg not the fubje4 
of the day m the title-page, but of the prefeat 
times, I d)tDk it may not improperly be callecTf 
« Pfftfaript by way of Pnfaci. 

There is now mncR tafk about altiering the 
Common Prayer ; no one doubts of the need of 
ddng it, but pur^'blind bigots ; but how to 
alter it to pleafe erery one, is arn unibrmount* 
able difficulty. I own I hare read none of 
the argumettt» puUMhed on this fubjeft : 
luywerer I wHl give my opinion, that if it be 
at all.alteredy it ought to be in fueh a manner, 
as will beft pleafe all confcieniious and reafinabh 
fttitt^ aod that in my judgment will be, not to 
alter . the book, bat the trfe of it ; not to 
abolfOi a fyttaUe or ceremony of it, bnt let it 
lemain jufl: as it is. Let every parifii prieft 
nthcr iTe the whole, or leave out what pa«t 

h« 
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he pleafes^ or let it all alone, not allowing; 
Jiim to introduce any mw cer ei n o nics, for tbat 
would be a leading towards popery ; but leave 
out ^s many of tke old . ones as he thinks 
proper} that he who is to pray for others^ 
may pray ki what maaner he judges beftj 
cither by that form. Or by any other of fiir 
own compofing, or by none. So the priefb 
enjoying liberty of confcieact Himfelf, will' 
feel the (weetnefs of itr and be willing that 
others {hould enjoy the faaie felicity. How 
can any one pray, or teach, according to the 
bed of bi's judgment, in^ the il«oerity of bif^ 
tonfcience,' that isckoied the liberty of doing; 
it? Upoi^the rock of private judgment ana 
ttbesty of c(Mkkne$% . Oamd$ tk* rcforoUtion. 
That. BO eetaMmka ftooU h% trnpoM oA^ 
oiea in ret^oM iMtter^t nor dofiriiMs, bur 
fcch at agree with their rcafen and the Bible^ 
la the foutidatioa of pcoieftancy i «id if thio 
was freely fiaraitted, all bigoiry m religtooy 
which is the &aadal of it, woiikl be dott# 
sway. Mte will- sot tken periJMiMe one' 
another in words, or decdt^ ab^ot tUi^ itf*^ 
differtnt, nor efteem them effiuitidai All- 
g^ and wiff men both clergy and" laity will' 
He pleafed, and none difpleadedf hot fuper- 
ftitious^ arbitrary and unreaibaa^ble ttittpcrai 
Asd fuch good ^ttfeq^ietioe ia as omch ar 

can* 
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(an be expeded or deiired» when any alte-* 
ration is. made, on aap accouDt, in any tieo* 
or place in the world. An unalterable coft- 
formity to any one fyftem^ is^ prefomftlon ta 
expedj and tyranny to impore, unlefs the 
men appointing it were infallible. But infal- 
libility 19^ God's peculiar property, according 
to proteftant doArinej and is doubtlefs aa^ 
infallible truth : therefore to leave men free- 
in religion^ is true protefiant prafiice. To' 
give this liberty ia public devotion, is to 
make but mt alteration t bur to alter the book), 
will be to make an akeration, which^ how-* 
ever made, will want altering again and again* 
without endr But by thia method, all the 
people as well as all their guides will pleafe 
themfelves, for then if too many or too few, 
too much or too little ceremonkd, be ufed at 
eoe church to pfeafe any perfon, thofe that 
diflike may go to another, where the worfhip 
is more agreeable to* theuK All the confor* 
mity that God requires, ia to^ the didates of 
a pure confdence \ and alF the religious con- 
formity neceflary for focial Kfe and happioefs, 
is, that fuppUcatUns^ prayirs^ and giving of 
thanks hi made for all men^ for kings ^ and all 
that are in authority ; the manner hotu ihould' 
be left to the difcretion of him that does it^ 
Ja tba$ we may lead quiet and feoieabU Irues^ in^ 

alt 
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cH godlinefi and honefiy \ and that men (hoali 
be advifed and counrelled how to zSi as tfid 
fcafon and nature of their circumftances \t* 
quire, yrith a:U moral and commendable 
€0i2du£iL 
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AFTER a hundred years contentioa 
and animofity about the good or evil 
a[ one aftion, it i . lime that mens 
paffions /hould fubiide, and tbii" 'hey growiqg 
calm and fedate, without eatruiiafiti and 
bigotry, (hould rcfleA and reafon on the fqb- 
jefi \ and 'Os fit that thofe who have the 
lavour of good fenfe {houId,e)cercifcil.— Thofc 
who are not able to forip a rational jttdgineat 
of things, are liable to every deception i they 
cannot poffibly tell when they are deceived, 
and for wapt of judgmept can. never be con* 
yinced : therefore fugh muft go their own 
way, till fuffering opens their underftandings ; 
then they wilh, too late, they> had refleded 
in time. As when men feel the efPefls of 

flaveryj^ 
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flavcry» tHey vifii for freedom, who oerer 
valued it, whea they ei^oyed it ; nor endea* 
vourcd to prefcrvc -it, wheo they were la 
immineot daoger of lofing it. fiut were it 
.not for the canlifs an^ the r^fi/^r^, mankind 
xould never be enflavcd.— .A« -for my owa 
pare, I am determiiied to. write for Uhittfy 
whHe I have liberty to write, Seeing in thefe 
happy days of freedom, we now enjoy that 
natural and ^-eafonable liberty, which is the 
.natural and reafonable right of (paj^kiad, 
and reafon therefoi^ -mxf if^sAn without fear: 
but when tyrants reign, reafon for liberty 4t 

fupprefled, becaufe it is feared, 1 am c£ 

no levelling fpirit: I think fovereigns are 
made to rule, and fubjeAs to obey^ the laws 
governing both; the laws I meaa made by 
the governing powers, that are accordiog td 

equity, and moral jufiice, SMh a goveni* 

ment ought not >te be abufed, nor to fuffer 
tbufe from malecon tents, that enjoy equal 
liberties with their fellow fubjeAs ^ whofe 
murmuring is only lo make men def^fe the 
heavenly manna they at prefent reliih, to bring 
them back to the antient flavery of Egypty to 
lordly and prieAly tyranny, which free-bora 
fouls abhor ; or to the ftinking garUci cf 
popery, which is loathed by mea of tafle.^- 
Some men are of fuch feivile and ftupid dif- 
^' pofition^ 



^fitions, that they think whatever is the wiU 
of the fovereigo, is law« If be wasGod him- 
felf, a fieiog ^not atpricious, but neceflarily 
,foperfe&9 that it is abfolutely.impofBbleior 
faim to be tbe author of an ^// law^ it would 
;befO} and right ki bdng fo. If 'his laws like 
^God's were perfeftly juft, ^ecaafe his will is 
Abfoltitely good, tiot becaafe he is abfolutely 
^werfitl ; for 4>ower ^d goodoefs are di- 
vflinS and d^erent thiofs \ therefore the one 
jnay be where the other is not ; and very 
.feldom-meet together in man. They can only 
be cemented l>y wifdom and jufiice. This 
cannot be where weak-headed men are pof- 
:fefled of power; for where ambitious and 
iel^conceited men bear rule (which is the 
natoral confeqnence of flroqg paffions and 
i:weak intelle&s) the event naturally is, that 
.defif uAion attends not only all thofe their 
arm of veiigeance is capable of reaching ; but 
alfo, that they over- reach themfelves to their 
Qwn fatal dowafal and juftly merited ruin.— 
JS to enflave. Agnation \saainghrms and dif" 
bommfrabh riling to the doer; to redeem a 
.i^atioa from (lavery is a gkrhus and an honour^ 
gibU afkion. If men have, a natural right to 
rhe eojoyment of civil and religious liberties, 
they bay e a natural right to aflert and main* 
caia tbefe liberties, and to defend them by 

what 

4 
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what means tbey caQ. When neceffity calls 
for it, it 18 oot any uonatural rebeUioQ, bat a 
natural and noble ilaad for Jlberty : but to 
sebel wlthotit thU caure, as has bien lately 
dofUyisxo attempt the deftrafUon of our mofi 
valuable liberties, and to fet up tyraun; and 
flavery in i\$ room; which ifattei^pted by a 
kiog^ renders imn the moft deteftable of all 
kings; and if by a people, proves them the 
moft b'tfe and ungratefiil of all .people. A 
king is then a tyrant, when he will not be 
governed by the laws of the country he ought 
to be governed by ; but as long as he governs 
fiimfelf by them, thofe laws are his protefkbn. 

' Pn the contrary, he that makes his arbitrary 
lind defpotic wiil^ the law of the nation, is a 
tyrant; and as be does and WQuId reiga 
without the law .of reafoa and juftice^ be is, 
or ought, |n r^afon and jiuftice to be^utlawed* 
And every pcieft that ^preaches up the doc« 
trine of paffive obedience and non*refiftance 
to fuch a prince, is a traitor to the liberties 
of the people. When the people's liberties 
are intended to be taken away, then, and only 
then, fuch doArine is neceflary to be preached 
to the fiupid and unthinking herd ; that while 
they are lulled afleep in fpiritual ftupefa&ion, 

. their properties may be invaded without ob« 
firuAions and their natural rights Aoko from 

them 
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Hiem Without impediment. Tiie king and the 
prieil:, fo joiniog to play their part, are like 
two robbers, that^ at their attacking a matt 
upon the highway, one of them throws duft 
in his eyes, while the other robs him of what 
he has. What's the reafon that priefts don't 
preach this high-flown do£irine now ? It b^ 
fir ft y becaufe the prince intends no invaiioa 
on the liberties of his fubjef^s, and ftcondly^ 
becaufe they have got a king they can't make 
an eccledalUcal noodle of. When fools reign, 
ihey have always knaves at their elbow. 
When a king is <leijrous to enflave the people^ 
there are always fome black counfellors at 
hand, that feek their own advancement in 
the common ruin. If he take it into his head 
to fide with the church and clergy in doing ir, 
they will fandiify all his a<Slions, afTert his 
biiihrigbt from above, caft a ray of glory 
around him, and make him appear a faint, or 
ofie of the minor Tons of God. 

Notwlthllandlng the wicked, Oupid, anJ 
damning dodrine of pafEve obedience and 
oon-refiflance, men have a right to ftand 
up in their own defence, when their lives 
and liberties are invaded j for felf-defence iJ 
the grcateft law in nature, it is- interwoven 
in the copftitution of every creature, and fuch 
unnatural doflrines cannot extirpate it, 

VQL. III. P Let 
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Let not kiDgs be deceived by falfe aofjoor^^ 
when by wicked aAions» they have loft the. 
love of the people in general* they can have 
no fafety from the people ; but sire in the ca(e 
of poor debtors, that dare not truft themlelvei. 
abroad for fear of a bailiff. But a few male- 
contents, and a faAion againft the court, wiE 
always be, \ft. By ibme, becaufe they are out 
of place. 2*jF. By others, becaufe they fuf- 
fer themfelves eafily to be deceived, and are 
generally diffatisficd. And 3*/^, Thofe that 
arc jealous of their liberties will always fear 
the worft, and therefore grumble at whatever 
does not feem to them to have a favourable 
afpeft, or appears to have an ill tendency} 
thefe I may call court fples\ but it is a fign of 
liberty in the ftatc, when the people are per- 
mitted to be watchful of it, and even allowed 
a jealous murmur or complaint. 

The aftion of this day, being done coo-^ 
irary to the inUreJf^ and therefore contrary to 
the difpofitiom of the pri^fts, it was policy in 
Ihem to blacken it, and^make it a fm, which 
now they have prayed above thefe hundred 
years to be forgiven. And if it is not for- 
given by this time, they either pray to a 
grange God, or^,lbcy arc a ftrange fort of 
prayers, that work no manner of cfTedl upon 

him : 
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himt-^-He either hears them hoc, or doa't 
thiak them worthy his regard, and fo they 
may pray oa till doomfday.— When Cod, the 
luog^ and the people are to be moclced^ there 
IS no better way of doing it, than by prac* 
fifing it with the face of religion. The ca«- 
valiers pray for the forglvenefs of a fin ihtf 
never committed ; and fo they have^ mocked 
God, ever fince they have begun to pradlife 

repentance on this fcore Thofe that are 

snoft guilty of hypocrify, cry out moft againft 
others for being hypocrites. What is it but 
hypocrify, for men to pretend to repent of 
what no man in the age they live in is guilty 
of; or to attempt i}y four petiitence to atone 
for an a£>ion of the generation now dead» 
and which thofe that committed, were not 
confcious of its being a crime in the nature 
and reafon of the thing f -^But however it be» 
if they have committed a crying fin before 
God, and have not anfwered for it by this 
time before God, there is no truth in ouc 
religion — ^Why then fliould we, a degenerate 
race, condemn; and whining, pretend to 
repent of the aflion they did, and thought 
themfelves right in doing ? If we are to anfwex' 
for it, where is the juftice of God? If we 
believe we ihall be anfwerable for their faults^ 
Where's the rationality of our belief? But I 
P 2 cxpeft 
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cxpcSt to be told that the Lord vlftts tbs ini^ 
putties of the fathtrs vpon their children to the 
third and fourth generation. What upoa thofc 
children who had no hand in the adion of 
their fathers, and who cannot be guilty of it f 
To aflfert this, is as ridiculous, as imjrious. 
This is juft as right, as it would be to la(h 
a boy at fchool, that never played truant ia 
•his life, becaufe his father or grandfather 
pkyed the truant, and was not whipt for it. 
Ezekiel (chap xviii.) tells us, that<]k)d faid 
the?T^ and I fuppofe he has not changed his 
mind fince ; the foul that ftnncth JhaU die^ the 
fon JhaU not bear the iniquity of the father j 8cc* 
This chapter is a good explanation of the 
threatening annexed to the fecond command* 
ment. — The truth is, there are families^ as 
veil as nations^ that tread in their predec^flfors 
fleps, and ihcfori goes on in the fame wicked 
path the father did (as James II. followed 
Churks I.) till their iniquities are full ; that 
is, till they can be borne with no longer; 
and then jujlice fully incenfed, whets her 
.vengeful fword, and cuts them off. Seldom 
does it happen, that tyrannical kings treading 
in the fteps of their wicked anceftors, profper 
to the fourth generation ; but according a3 
their iniquity is, as to time and meafui^e, 
they arc cut down in the fecond^ox .third fuc- 

cef&oa. 
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ccflion. So the fins of James I which his 
fon Charles walked iD,liefped forward his 
fall.— It IS the merely of God to mankind, 
that tyranny and oppreffion (hall naturally ili* 
up .the vengeance of an incenfed people, to 
binl ths heathen kings with chains, and their ^ 
nchles xv''th f enters of iron, Svch honour hav€ 
all his fain* s^ praife ye the Lor d^ fays the* pfal- 
iTJid.. This is an honour due to none but • 
Joints^, that is, to a people worthy of redemp- 
tion. And kings that perfecute chriftians are'' 
heathens to them* 

It is the duty of fubjefls to defend and obey 
Hi good prince, and oppofe a ^^^pne; for all 
oppofition to evil is good. The people, that 
obey a wicked prince, will be wicked ; for a 
fame fubmiflion to his vices, will corrupt their 
morals. And his religious victs^ moft of all ; 
becaufe they are not fcen as vices, being gilded 
over with religion. By this means flavcrj' 
and iniquity may be planted, and take def?p 
root in a nation* 

V 

Right government is, when the governor 
and governed mutually agree, and are mutually 
benefited : when they harmonize, they make 
each other happy. The chief end of govern- 

* Pfalq? cxlijc. »• 
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meot is the faFety and traoquilllty of tbe 
people, in which the prince finds his account: 
their duty is to ferve and proteft each other. 
— Subjedls difobeying a lawful prince, are 
juftly punifhcd ; and he is a l^lwful princci 
whom the power and will of the people ap- 
point, and who rules according to law, — He 
that redeems a people from flavery, or from 
ihofe arbitrary meafares that prefent them 
\yith an approaching profpe£l of it, has a 
right to rule over them; and as he is their 
rightful, fo he is their lawful prirue if he don't 
' «nflaTe them.*— Kings are the fervants of the 
public, and if they deferve well of the public, 
they ought to be well rewarded by the publip. 
But fervants that depot their duty, ought to 
be difcardcd their fervicc. He that deftroys 
the public (.«ace, whofe duty it is to preTerve 
it, deierves public pnni(hment, whatever bis 
office or fiation be in the p ubhc fervice. As 
it is hard to poni(h governors, without injury 
to the governed, if they can get rid of them 
at any rate, they muft be contented; for 
formal jaftke cannot be execmed on thofe 
t)iat are above tbe reach of juftice. Jufticc 
cannot 'always be executed where it ought, 
but ought always where it can, without regard 
to perfons.— He that reigns according to the 
Jtwft of the country, is not to be efteemed a 

bad 



'tfhd prince; but if bad laws are complained 
of, and he can reftify ihem, but does not, 
"he is not a good prince ; for every one that is 
made fenfible of his duty, ought to do it, if 
h be in his power. A prince uiay be fo far 
milled, as to agree to the making laws that 
hiay be produftive of grievances to a nation j 
Becatife he may not apprehend they wUl turn 
out fuch ; but when he finds they do, by the 
•tcmplaints of the people, if he don't endea- 
vour to redrefs them, he is a bad governor.— 
Ncceflary taxes muft be raifed to fnpport 
governments, and when it is done jo a legal 
vray, according to the laws of the country, 
and applied to the neceflary emergencies of 
ftate, it i^ a proof of difafftftlon, in perfooi' 
that can afford to pay their taxes, to grumble 
Ikt paying them.> And if people at this tim^ 
pay" more taxes than formerly, they are much 
more able to do it, becaufe of the great in- 
creafc of trade ; though the poor have always 
enough to do to live, and live hoaeftly ; there- 
. fore thofe only that are able to pay taxes, 
' fhould be taxed ; for to demand of any man 
what is not in his power to do, cannot be the 
demands of that law which is ho/y^ ju/i and 
good. — But kings that impofe taxes on their 
fnbjefts without law, and take away their 
rights and properties becaufe they have ft 
P 4 power- 
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power tb do it ; and do it, becaufe it is tor 
their advantage, are but more powerful rob- 
bers. And ihofe that diftrefs and deftroy their 
liibje&s, that they may the better fubdue and 
tnflave them, to enhance their own arbitrary 
power, are tyrants and wicked rulers. Ai a 
T arlng Hon and a raging bear^ fo are thffe ov.r 
the for peaple, — Is it not juft to remove the 
caufes of common calamity by the death of 
ihc principal perfon^ which nothing but hi^ 
death could remove, or the death of the 
people from their oppreilions? Is it het:er^ 
Iti fuch cafe, ihat erne man dU^ «r tbi nation 
tirijbt 

The promoter* and abettors of fla^ery en- 
deavour to enforce and fanftify tyranny by 
one text of St. Paul^ Rdm.x\A, I, 2. J^tt 
€very J^ul be fubje^ io the higher powers \ for 
there is to pouor but of God*, and the powers 
t'jat be, art ordained of God. JVhofoiver thert^ 
fore r^jijieth the powtr^ nfifteth the ordiname of 
G^d\ 4aid thiy that rtfifl^ Jhall receive to them- 
felves dutnnatioft.—^^Thtie words have beea 
made a (hameful handle of by Ihamelefs prie(ls» 
for fbameful ends and pnrpofes.— According 
to the feemlng fenfe of thefe words^ if by 
ifighiT powers^ be meant perfons in power ^ every 
«Qe that is invelled with power, has his 

power 
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power from God ; and every foul muft fubmit - 
to it OQ the peril of damnation. As there Is • 
nothing of hereditary right in the text, ic docs 
oot patronize the flavifh principles of pafEve 
obedience and non-refiftance to one family, . 
or fet of men, more than to another* But if > 
every "one in power muft be paffively obeyed, 
on the peril of damnation, a worfe doctrine 
cannot be taught to enflave the world than • 
this ; and favours more of a revelation from • 
the infernal tyrant, than the revelation of the 
glorious liberty of the fons of God.^ This then * 
is the doflriiie not of Pauiy but of priefts : - 
*tis not gfj^el^ but pr ieji craft \ for the devil * 
then in power - muft not be refifted, but 
obeyed.*— I apprehend this doftrine is againft 
levellers ; againft ihofe that would be fubjedl 
to* or governed by no power; who are for* 
no king in this world, but king Jefuf\ no • 
governor toexercife the authority of rule over • 
them : whereas God has ordained,^ that there 
fhall be fome men having higher power thaa> 
the reft, to govern the reft; and he that 
refifts this ordinance of God, and order of 
nature, is a rebel 10 God and man ; and will 
meet with his juflly- merited condemnation |- 
for this is to overturn all order and govern-' 
Otent among men; without which, all manner^ 
of evil may be committed with impunity.-* 
P5 The^ 



34^ The Pillars of Priestcraft 

The apoftle don't fey, allperjins in power are 
to be obeyed ; bot the fower^ that is, every . 
order, and office, appointed by the public, 
for the public good, Every one in a fuperior 
office ought to be obeyed in fuch a manner as 
is neceflary. 'Tis the^ oiEce, the fubjedion 
is due tOj for 'tis this that gives the power to 
the perfons poflefGng it, whoever the perfon 
be, not for the fake of his perfon,. but of bis 
office and authority: fo far as his office, 
place, authority, or power requires he fbould 
be obeyed, in fuch manner and degree he 
otight to be obeyed ; and he that does fo, 
^ fabmits bimfelf to the power rather than to 
the perfoiiy or only to the perfon for the 
j)ffice, power, and authority fake; not be- 
caufe fo it muji be, but becaufe fo it Jl.ould 
be, or it is right fo to do ; for governing 

powers are the ordinance of God. But if 

he in office does not ufe the power right 
which he is pofTefled of, he has no right to 
poflcfs it 5 he forfeits his right by the ill ufe 
he makes of it : obeying htm in fuch cafe, is 
Aot obeying the ordinance of God, as his 
minifter for good ; 'tis obeying man rather 
than God $ what the man in office^ not what 
the office of the man requires. Thus we (hould 
di(Ungui(h between the perfon and the power. 
—Every man in life has a power given him to 
2 fome 
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&!&« ifidi and i£ be ufes his power to a diSc* 
f ent end thaQ what he ought to do, he abufe^ 
it ; aod not uli'Qg it rights it i^ right to take 
it from bhn.' — If kings can do no wrong, it is 
becanfe as foon as they do wrong, they ceafc 
9/ right to be kings. A good office muft be 
executed by a good man. The man fiiould 
be fitted for the office he is to execute, or 
he is difqualified for the officfe, and fo cannot 
ferre it; cannot be what he is appointed, < 
becanfe he is not qualiAed for it. So that a > 
king ruling wickedly, is not a king ; there- 
fore the people that kill, or caft off fuch a • 
man, don't kill, or call off their king, only^ 
one that would have been their king if he-had • 
been properly qualified for that high office 
and facred dignity ; and one that has unkinged • 
himfelf by difcovering his inability to reign. 
He is not a hafband, that takes nb care of his 
wife and family, and (he that is a whore, is 
ilot a wife. 

It is caufe of wonder, how it fiioujd ever 
come into the head of any man to imagine, 
he ought to be obeyed as a God. It is an 
evident fign of the devil in man, that fets 
himfelf up in the place of God. It is making ^ 
an- idol of a prince, to bring the judgments of 
^od upon htm. It is a doilrine that notching 
P 6 but 
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bat a priefl: could invent, or one that in- 
tended to raife his king the higher^ that he 
,. might fall the Icwer, Afpiritual trap to catcK 
an unwary prince in, to fetter him to his ever-^ 
lafting and irretrievable ruin. 

If Charles had not been a great emhufiaft, 
it could never have come into his head, that 
any k^ig on earth could poiCbly be fo much a 
favourite of God, as that he indulged him to 
do what he pleafed, without being account- 
able as men ought to be that break the laws 
of fociety.— Are not kings men ? and no body 
but priefls, madmen, or fools ever fuppofed 
or faid they were more than men ; and if fo, 
then, they are under the fame laws of God ia 
this world that all mankind are. Their offica 
and power Indeed makes it reafonable, that 
if they reign well, they ftiould be more valued 
and refpefted than other men ; becaufe they, 
are the authors of more good and benefit to 
men ; but if they reign ill, they are lefs 
valued than other men ^ becaufe they are the 
caufe of much more evil and injury to men 
than others are.— Or rather why ftiould God 
hate kings more than other men, that he 
(bould indulge them in the pra6lice of more 
wickednefs than others, to enflave the world 
with impunity. The rod of corrcftion is 

ufed 
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nfed for the good of children/ which a 
loving father will exercife when ncceffity 
calls for it, to reclaim them by' reafonablo 
puniflunent. To fuflFer a king to be a cri- 
minal without fear, is to debauch the office 
oi a king, and debafc royal dignity. To 
fuppofe God does it, is fuppofmg partiality in 
God; thus to do, is to debafe God, to exalt 
the king. 

Men are made fhgs by tlie grace of Gbdi- 
— but not tyrants, becafcife they have not the' 
grace of God ia them. And that grace of; 
Gad which makes kings, comes by means of 
the good-will of the people. Thofe that holtf 
their power by this righjt, as the prefent royal 
family dOy have the beft, thejufteft, and the 
moft natural right in the world. Properly, 
fpeaki'ng, men are made kings by the grace of 
the people^ and ihey behave as worthy of fuch 
office, by the grace of God. Let thofe that 
deny this, (hew their commiffion^ to be front 
God, and not from the people; let them 
plainly prove it fo, without the fophillry of 
prieftcraft, that the world may believe it. 

What king did ever come from heaven t 
that any of them fhould prefume to claim a 
divine right to any kingdom on earth? Or 
what commiffion was ever given from heaven 

to 
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t0 My man, to poflefs a kiogdom on earth f' 
The div'me ri^t of kiogs to rule over people, 
wuhoat, and agaiafl their confent, \szprofang 
jtft\ tboughr Ms like^many other things that 
are called di?ioe, wlrich of all things have the 
leaft relation to divinity.^ And yet narioD^^ 
have been fo far deluded; and itnpofed on by 
their teachers, by the governors and guardians 
of their liberties, that they have fuffered their- 
natural rights^ liberties and properties to be' 
given away, by will, at the pleafure of a 
departing king, like a paternal eftate. If a * 
king has a right to difpofe of the people at fais^ > 
death, without their confent ; why not to fell 
the kingdom in his life-time without their' 
confqnt, as a man to fell his eftate ? or to fell ' 
his fubjefts, as cattle are fold in* the market ? " 
but if He cannot juflly give away the kingdom'' 
at his death, nor fell it in his life-time^ 
without confent of the people, then 'tis cvi-? 
dent that the power of governing them lies 
in themfclves, and no man has a right to a 
kingdom, as a man hath to an eftate; but 
that, the right end power of governing a nation^ 
is in the power of the nation^ till tyranny and 
opprefQons rob them of it, and render them 
for ever incapable of recovering their nntlvt 
fight": then farcwcl all that is dear and va- 
luable to a free people,-^ When a whole 

nation 
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ikrtioa become the property of a' king or 
prtefty or of both tmited to make the chaicr 
that binds them the ftronger, who dare fay 
bis foul or body is hts own ? And as kingly 
majedy, fo the priefthood is conftituted by 
the people. •• Whoever is declared to be a 
<« prieft by anyfociety, is a pricft to themj- 
** and ccafes to be one, the moment they 

** declare him none." But all pretended 

right that is maintained by power, force and 
i^iolence, is no longer right than the foun- 
dation can fupport it. He poflefles my pro- 
perty, as a robber does that is ftrotiger than U 
and can hold it no longer than he holds his 
ftrength ; for when I can, It is my right to 
difpoffefs him of his nnjuft gains. — He that 
would enflave a nation, is himfelf a Have to 
fome' other perfon, or to his paflions, and to 
' rcftlcfs ambition. He has a wiak head^ and a 
wicked heart ; and if fuperftition and bigotry 
may pafs for religion, he may be a very 
religious man. 

The Scotch prince aflUmed a tyrannical 
power over the conftitution of this realm, and 
the confciencea of men, throughout his whole 
reign. He endeavoured to encroach on the 
privileges of parliament, and to fet hiitifelf 
ahove the laws. In thefe principles and prac-^ 
Uces^ be was flattered and encouraged by his 

fycophant 
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lycopb&at iniBifters, bidiops and clergy. With 
thefe falfe notioos of power, the ion's heart 
was corrupted, his head was tarned and over- 
turned. Ambitious men. told them, their^ 
perfoDS and authority- were divifUt to exalt 
themfelves thereby 4 they fwallowed the ^r^. 
fang bait» and were intoxicated with it ; they. 
reeled and daggered . with, licentious power, 
like drunken. men» 

Whatever is d'vlne^ muft be foiii the nature- 
of the . thing ; and if fo, then fuch as are ^ 
fiatur€ kingiy are. kings by divine right: and/ 
fuch his fuccefTor feems to have been, who - 
kept by his wifdom what he got by his valour. 
Nature herfclf could not forbear difcovcriog,- 
her diforder, groaning for the nation, at the- 
lofs of fo great a.man.r-Bat nature feemed ' 
never to de/ign the man, whom this day ha% 
almoft deified, a higher ftep; than that of a-: 
hijhop ; nor his father, than that of a fcbotU, 
naji r. Both father and fon miftook their 
abilities, in conceiving themfelves kings by any • 
natural qualification they had for that office, 
or by any thing like J&vine right inherent ior 
their perfons. — To carry on this joggle fince 
their reigns> and- todeceive the populace into 
the divinity of the Stuart family j^lhtir fuc-? 
<:ellbfs pretended to work miiacles, in curing* 

difcafe» 



mtd Orthodoxy Jhaktn. 35J 

difeafes by a touch, and the bilbops and clergy 
countenanced the fraud, and carried on the 
impofture. Some fools now have faith enoughs 
to believe (and when b^ve not fools a foolifh. 
faith) that the feed of the Stuarts have this 
gift, and have been as far as France or Rome 
to partake of it. A fufScient demonffratiooi 
of the 'fvpojiuon and Jiufidity of that party. 
But truth and lighteoufnefs are not fugported 
by religious knavery. 

Enthufiafm enraged is madnefs; if the per* 
fons feized with it are exafperated, they grow 
inad. The king was enthufiaft enough to 
believe, that he of all the nation was the folt 
favourite of heaven. The people who had 
fcrotinizing eyes, feeing nothing fuperlativd 
in him, worthy the delight of heaven or of 
earth, began to conceive, chat if 'be by tht 
grace cf God^ was God's peculiar favouritcv 
ihey had as much right and title ^o that graur 
as be. Thus the enthufiafm which the prieds: 
bad kindled in the king, began to fprea(f 
among the people ; and the wild lire being' 
caught out of the priefts hands, it was no- 
longer under their direction. Every one of the 
Lord's people was as good as a prie^ or _a king. 
And how indeed could it be otherwife, 
vniefs the king and prieft had by their better 
do^lrine ^nd condad taught the people better \ 

And 
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And fo all thoaght themfelves to be ilrrgs and? 
prieAs to Godf even the lamby even that lamb* 
who is convertible into a lion. As the king 
khnfelfy HI hit "ftAjj was baptifed with the 
fire of this eotbufiafttc fpirtt^ fo from him 
the flame catched the people ; his priefts 
fewed the feeds of it in him, and he amoBg: 
ail (he people. It begun at courts and ex-- 
tcnded over all his dominions* Such as meo^ 
fowed, they al(b reaped in full meafure, mak- 
ing good the righteous fentence of fcripiure, 
which faith^ fyiih whotfoever meofitre je meie^. 
itjball be meofured i9 you again. 

. I read that, < The bad policy of king JanHs 
« appeared^ in notbing more than his falKng: 
^ oot with his parliaments* This was princi* 
^ pally owing to Yii^ exiravagemi notiom ofngal 
^ powir^ which he carried higher than inofb 
^ of his predeceflbrsy and fo far as was iticon* 

* fiftent with a Umited* monarchy,, fach as it- 
^ the wife and happy conftitntion of England. 
1 This brongfat many and great inconvenien- 
^ eies upon him ^ and happy had it been, if- 
^ his only furviving fon and f uccefTor C^^ r/^j L 
^ had taken wamiog by the impradeot ma« 
^ Bagement of his father; for then he might 

* have avoided the rock on which be unhap- 

* jpfly> fplit. But bdng. brought up in the 

^fanes^^ 
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*• fame bigb nfftkns of priregativft be trod irt 

* the fame fteps, nay took larger Jr ides towards 

* arbitrary power than even his father had 

* done* By this means, the people that fidecf 

* with the party againfbihe court, grew every 
^ day more formidable, mens pafiions ont' 

* both fides were heated, mutual diftruf^ and 

* jealoufy took place j and religion alfo mixing 
< in the quarrel, the patrons of civil liberty 

* fhade their advantage of it^ till enthufiafm, 

* which gathered ftrcngth from the arbitrary 
'• proceedings of the court^ and the feverity ofth$ 

* hierarchy^ grew rampant in its turn, and 

* overturned not only the hierarchy but the 

* nmarchy too/ This is the fum of the ge- 
Beral hiftory of thofe times, of which particu^ 
lar fafts are bat io many proofs* 

Thefe were the mtfmanagements i(f king 
Charln^ his exerciiiog an unlawful power, 
ibat is, a power to raife taxes without confent 
of parliament ; bis inf&king, provoking, and 
foiling out with them, inAead of a becoming 
endeavour to pleafe them, as if majefty con- 
fiftcd 4n baughtimfs—ntvex convoking them 
but when compelled by want, and when bis 
wants .were fatisfied, fuddenly adjourning* or 
diflblving them again in a fhort time after 
their meeting ; and ^t thofe times feizing fome 

of 



35^ ^^^ Pillars cf Priestcraft 

of their members ; calling men to account our 
of parliament for what was faid in it, whichr 
Ought to be the fan^ua^y of freedom ; and try- 
ing all the illegal ways he could to fupply hls^ 
Deed without them. Eleven ynars did lyran- 
nical power re'gn unccntnuled by parUamerjt^ 
The king's prorefting and defending eviJ^ 
mioiftcrs, that perfuaded him into fuch mea-* 
fures, both abroad and ai hoipe, as were pre- 
judicial to the naiioD. — Hislhewing favour lot 
papiits, and putting many of them into pofis 
of power and authority, whom all protedants* 
had reafon to dread and abhor, remembering 
queen Marys burning reigA. Authorifing^ 
archbUhop Laud's tyranny^ who fined men io^ 
hi» high-commilTion ^ourc at his pleafure^^ 
Mobile the king's minifters, by his fole author 
xity, did the fame In the ftar-chamber. — His 
gWIng men reafon to complain' bf hard and 
i^DJuft nfage» and denying them the liberty 06 
complaint: — His raifing an army againft his- 
Sc^cb fubjedts to force them to conformity, 
and obedience to Laud and the Uturgy. Ii? 
Mras grievous to the king to redrefs the grie-. 
-vanccs of his fubje<9s, which were often rc- 
monnrated, and perpetually augmented ; and^ 
when he fufFcred them to be redrefled, it- 
feemed to be by conflraint, and with a defigiv 
to renew them. — ^The parliament's being 

nevec 
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fiever able to depend on his promifes beiog 
fulfilled, if he had power to break them. — 
^hefe things were the unhappy mifmanage* 
<nent of that king, which in the end brought 
on hicD the hatred of the people, and his own 
•deflruflion. And as the king took extraor- 
tlioary and unprecedented ftrides towards 
arbitrary power, the parliament were obliged 
to take extraordinary and unprecedented 
Urides to prevent his engrcfUng It to the 
ruin of the people's properties and libenies. 
Though neither fide were entirely innocent, 
or all their aftions juflifiable; and in fuch 
confufion of affairs, it is impoffible they could 
be void of blame; yet 'lis enough if we fee 
clearly which fiJe was moftxvL fault, and was 
,the real occafion of all the faults of the other 
fide.— It appears by the general condufl of 
Charles^ reign, that he ufed his people not (S 
a nuiji'ig father d(MS his ch'ddfen^ but as the 
JLord ufed his enemies, and made them fuch 
to himfelf, for hg ruled them as %yilh a rod of 
srofiy and broke them to pieces as a f otter'' s veJJeL 
—The commons ftiewed their fidelity to the 
nation, in often entering Into the confiJeraiion 
pf the liberties and properties of the fubjeft, 
and of the multitude of grievances complained 
pf by the people, as it was their duty to do, 
who are chofen to be guardians of their 

liberties j 
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litiorties i aod not to be cttatares of the courts 
or tools of dominion, to enrich them&Ivct 
and beggar the nation, bat defenders of the 
kingdom, to redreis an injured people from 
court-oppreffions. They had a right, as tc 
ivas their bufioefs to hear and examine into 
grievances^ and do their eodeavonr to redrefa 
them. To 'whom (hoald the people feek 
rcdrefs in fuch cafes, but to, their reprefenta- 
tives ? and when fought for in a legal manner, 
it was illegal not to do them jyjiice\ for that 
is to crufli them with injujlice, — Such vile 
infriagements of the laws were fo often made, 
that the parliament then muft have had do 
regard to ihemfelvcs, nor their country, not 
to be incenfed at it.— The fcverities of the 
church and (Vate increafed the enemies to both. 
I may here fet the church before the ftate, 
becaufe the ftate was ruled by it.— Many then 
forfook their native country, forced by the 
incfemcncy of government, for (helter among 
the favages of Jmericoy hoping to enjoy life 
more to their fatisfadlion abroad, in an un- 
known and foreign country, than what they 
could expe£l at home. 

As the duke ef Buckingham was the man (o 
whom, (at the beginning of Charles's reign) 
the people imputed the caufc of all their grie- 
vances, one lieutenant Felun undertook, at the 

expence 
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^xpence of his iife, to attempt the redemptioa 
^ the nation, by fVabbing the duke to the 
heart, fo that he fell down dead ; and happy 
bad it been, if Fikon's fucceft had been equal 
to his good intention, and undaunted aftion. 
Happy ha4 it been, if the king could have 
learned care and condu^ from it, by endea- 
vouring to eafe and pleafe the people ; and' 
not by an obflinate difregard, or invincible 
ftupidity, opened the fountain of their blood, 
which inevitably drew after it the lofs of his 
own. — Actions w?ll defigned, but without 
fuccefs, are often blamed when men fee the 
event, but not before. Many things are 
known to be wrong when they take a wrong 
turn to our expeftations and defires. — The 
putting Charles I. to death, was not efteemcd 
a fin by the nation, till Charles II. came in : 
The nation did not repent of it, till then ; 
and till then, God did not feem difpleafed 
with them for the a£iion ; and then the Lord 
'W2LS difplcafed, or the prieAs belied him, as 
they have often done, Charls the martyr 
gives us a fample t)f what many other martyrs 
have been, who died for their folly and ob- 
fliaacy, not for their wi£dom and goodnefs. 
The mo her church has many fuch martyrs. iflp 
her calends ; and its excufeable for the daugh^ 
tit ^6 have Qru. — The power that is of God is 

a good 
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t good goveroiog power, or a power that 
governs as for our good : This excites a love 
to Gody wbeo he puaUhes us only for oar 
reformation, not vififs the ifiiquities of the 
fathers on their innocent children^ for this pre- 
vents our loving him. The more dreadful 
we conceive him to be, the lefs love we have 
towards him. — A religious ftnfe of deity jnuft 
needs be, that God makes^ or knows the 
difFerence we make between good and 
evil, and rewards or punKhes according to 
the regard we have thereto. But, what is 
good and evil to man, is really and necejfarll^ 
fo to him, whether it be the fame to God or 
no, ^nd we muft form our conduft by our 
fcufe and knowledge thereof in all things re- 
latiDg to ourfelves and fociety, that is, we 
muft judge, whether aftions are fit or unfit, 
a^ they may be prejudicial or beneficial to our- 
felves or othets, by the nature and neceffity 
of their circunjftan'ces. — If we afl- for our 
. own private good in oppofition to that of the 
public, 'lis a vice ; and fo much the greater, 
as the aflor is a more public perfon, or perfon 
entrufted with the good of the public. * An 
aflion for the public gcocl^ is an exttnftoe virtue \ 
Jnd the goodnefs is greater or lefs in degree, 
as it more or lefs redounds to the public in- 
terett or advantage. ' This is good and true 
^olicy, and better than any bad aad falfe 

religion. 
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^igioQ. And all reUgion !s falfe a^d baS 
ihat has cot this trae polky in it« Seeing 
'^lieceflity reqaires, of tMtro evils we fliould 

chafe the leaH;. pnvate good, when it cocnDes 
^n com petition With the public ^ (hould be tnadc 

to fubmit to it. If then taking away the life 
'of one man^ Will redeem a nation from civil 
-and inteftine wars, he knows nothing at all who 

does not conftdery that if^u good ene manjhould 

die for the people^ that the nation perijb not. 

The king's endeavour tp force epifcopai 
government, with the difciplhie, ceremonies^ 
mnd fervice of the church of England^ on the 
'^cots nation, fet the Scots agairift him with no 
lefs zeal on their fide, which produced the 
Solepdn League and Covenant, to maintain their ^ 
Ibwn mode of religion againft all innovations* 
-^Religion is a thing of that nature, that 
though by pretending it, nothing is more eal^ 
than to wheedle people out of their fenfe^ 
as appears by the pageantry, trumpery, idols, 
, and breaden god of Rome i or though people 
'may be brought up in what is called religion^ 
Without any fenfe at all of right or wrong, 
t>ut as they are taught, as perfecuting and 
burning men for confcience and judgment- 
fake, evidently fhew \ yet neither can religion^ 
or what bears that name, bring forth the 

VOL. III. (^ fruit 
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fruit of good works, which is forcibly ufliered 
in, and put ©tr as a ^oke with feverity.' 
ReJifon may fom^iimes prevail, but compulfioa 
never, to make men abandon what they efteem 
facred ; for violence committed on the facred 
veneration men have for what they efteem, 
and have been accuftomed to efteem reVgion, 
Jftirs op their abhorrence to that violence, and 
turns thdr veneration to zeal, to enthufiafm, 
• to frenzy ; and then it is, men fo irritated are 
fit to burn or be burnt. Whoever attempts 
to /// God's houfe by compelling men to come in^ 
will find it the only waj to emtty it. This 
method, inftead of driving any ufeful members 
in, will drive many put. He that endeavours 
10 force mens confciences, in matters not 
injurious to the government, has no right 
notion either of government or. of religion : 
for he that fupprefTeS an honeft confcience, 
fuppreffes religion. The confcience that would 
injure another, is an evil confciencej becaufe 
U is an injurious one; therefore a popifli 
confciencc is fuch as deferves no toleraiioa 
among proteftants ; becaufe it fufFers papifts 
not to tolerate any other than their own. If 
it have toleration, therefore, among pro- 
'teftants, it is more than it deferves ; and that 
toleration ought to be under proper reftraints 
aod limitations, to guard their own liberties 

againft 
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-cgaiaft its baneful influence. It is much more 
fafe to tolerate Mahometanifm, Judaifbi, at 
Paganifm, than Popery.**-^A right confcience 
towards God, can never inj^jre others fof 
tonfcience-fake. — 'Religion is nothing elfe but 
hiUevlng in, and worjhipping God^ according to 
the dilates of confcience^ and if it hurts no 
body, nor has any tendency to it, it ought 
to be tolerated ; for not to tolerate fuch faith 
and worfhip, is defhuftive ^f fmcerity anS 
irruth. And kindling a pcrfecution againft It 
^y unwarrantable oppofition, kindles the flamfe 
•of enthufiafm in the perfecuied. He that 
'crefts a church on the ruins of humanity, and 
^carries a fpiritual conqueft over flaughtereft 
'Confcieuces, is ignorant of dltine and humati 
•nature, knows nothing of religion, and is a 
'rebel to the majefty of heaven, which he pre- 
tends to worfhipj but 'tis the majefty of the 
prieft he' really promotes and pays his ado- 
oration to.— -Ceremonies are infipi'ficant as well 
as indifferent things ; but he makes them effen- 
tial who raifes contentions and bloodfhed in 
•defence of them. 'Such ceremonies and en- 
xroachments as are fet up to pull down 
liberty, men may warraniably guard againft 
•and oppofe. — Where liberty is rooted out, 
•Tincerity is rooted out; impartial juflice and 
^oodncfs in fuch a Hate finds no place. — If 
0^2 God 
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God is a reafcmable nature, form br n6 fom 
equally pleafes hinny for aHie Jmcerity in all^ 
muji be alike acceptoUe from all^ by whatever > 
mode, or io whatever maitaer the finceri^ 
appears \ as we are told, ♦ The Lordfeetb nsi 
fismanfeetb^ but the Lord rigardetb the biorU 
And again, f The true worjhippers worjhip the 
Father in fpirit and in truth. The beft anj 
only beft things pleafe the only beft being. 
•^Modes and externals pleafe the men of 
mode and of fupcrficial judgments. — What- 
ever way men ufe, which pleales themfelvqs 
in ferviog God, cannot difpleafe him; for the 
hezrt fandliHes the a^lion, without which all 
is no more than mere fantaftic faihion, empty 
ceremony, and foolilh fcH-mallty. God lov^' 
that men ihould pleafe themfelves ia pleaAog 
him^ if he made u^, as we are told, to give 
us pleafure and happinefs, not to increafe Us 
own.— He who underftands that equal ftncerity 
in all religions is equally acceptable to God^ will 
give liberty of confcience to all ; but he that 
fees it not, is religioufly blind, and pioufly 
ftupid. — He that denies men liberty of con- 
fcience, makes fome men hypocrites, and 
deftroys thofe that cannot be io made. He 
ieAroys that fmcerity among men which is the 

* I Sam. xvL 7. f John iv. 23. 
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«nty pure religion all the world over. Liberty ♦ 
0f confcience to every man to worfhip God^ 
and endeavour to pleafe him in the befV 
.manner that appears to him, is as much the 
divine right of every fubjeft, as power \% the 
divine right of the beft and moft rightful 
kings on earth. — What I call the worftiip of 
'God, is, that a£tlon which concerns only 
©od and the worfbippef, and has no relation- 
ID meum^ni tuurriy, An afHon which hurts no^ 
roan, and which benefits no man but the wor- 
(hipper. And as God is the God of the Jptrlts 
af all fiejhy he * n)«ft have an equal regard to 
the fpirltual worlhip, which is (incerity in all. 
—If it vras e^dcnt to all, what fort of woe- 
fi^ip God loves or hates more than another, 
there would be fome reafon to value one better 
or worfe than another. But till that is done, 
or appears oo good proofs, all fidfcs hate 
equal pretenfions in their o^n way.— The 
confideration of man's ignorance of God) b 
jufficient to humble the fpiritual pride of the 
inoft conceited enthuiiaft ; for though there 
& not any thing in the world is more ulked 
of, than of God, there is not any thing in the 
world lefs known; and the greateft priefts 
know a$ little of him as the meaneft men. 
Therefore metbinks they (bould not prefume 
too much, ieeing though they bear the name 
0.3 ot 



5^6 The Pillars ^Priestcraft • 

of divines^ they are but IHtle acquainted \Htii> 
divinity \ therefore geatleoefs aod modejcatioft 
become aU.panies. 

The king weni to.&5(A?»rf with aiwarmy qf 
20,OQo meQ» to reduce the Scots to the obe« 
dience of prelatic. power aod cooimoQ prayer.. 
So th€ king fir A r-aifed arn)s agaipft bis fubr 
jefls, and tauglit them to (land up to tbeir 
own defence agalnft a dthige of arbitrary 
power. True it i^, that be did not ufe. hb 
army againft the Scot^ becauTe. the Englifi) 
were not fond of aiGfting fui;h gowej^, the 
king being adv<ifed not to. venxiif e a, battle.: 
but if he had not intended it,, wl^ all. that 
parade of power, and running thefiatioB tp 
foch an unneceflary ex pence, when he was 
always in want of money ? This wound was 
ftinned ovejr between the king and the StoU 
by a fort of truce rather tjian peace. — The 
Scots obftinat^ly determined not to fubmit to 
any alteratioa in their religion, and the king 
as obAinately to make them, urged on by 
archbi(hop Laud^ who managed the king^s 
confcience^ as men manage beads of burden. 
. Such flupid animals are kings who are enflaved 
by priefts.— The king refolding to reduce the 
Scots by force of arms to his will, a numerous 
WEq is rallied, but wanting, money there was 
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a^nccciBty to <:ali znEng^Jb parliMneQt7' iefl' 
forther impoGtipos ihould further alienate ;tbe 
alleAioos of the people^ But the parliaifieofi 
when called - had no defir<e to •aggrieve the 
Scots ; bat to have thoir own grievances rer 
drefTcd. Brave men, that would not b« 
biafTed by court- threats nor flatteries r and 
though we pray for the pardon of their fins* 
it^ would become us'more to mend our ownt 
— This parliament not complying with the 
king's demands, nor he wiih theirs, it was 
diflblved in about three weeks^ and as wag 
lufual with him, he feat fume of the members 
to prifon. — When power is in the band of a 
fooUfli prince> his exercifmg it expofes his 
folly. His pi left (hould have taught hin . 
'fi«/flW«*s advice *» Be. net hqflyin^hy fpirik ft 
b4 angry f fw anger rtjieth In tbe bofom^^f fools^ 
—Now^the king prepares again* the ira/x, 
aad tbe Scots againfl the king, and va the end 
tbe Scots had the advantage. The king is 
now obliged to call an EngUJh parliament t9 
fettle the difiurbed ftate of the nation. This 
was the laft parliament, which met xx^^llo^ 
vtmher 1640. And. as the natidn had bcea t 
always opprelTed, without being able to ob*> 
tain any redrefs, and all former parliaments 
-ted been bubbled; they firft appointed ^a 4 

• Ecclef. vii. g. . 



hied commUtee to draw up a remonllrancc 
iDf all the gricranccs-of the nation, which werft 
OBinerottS) but not prefeoted till a year after^ 
The king well knowing what he had to. 
expeft, (hewed great comj^iance in giving* 
bis aflent to all their billsy being awed, 'tis, 
likely^ into a fort of tradablenefi, by an. 
army of Scots being in the natioq, — The pari- 
liament went a great way in redreiSsg the- 
nation's grievancca, and puniilung the authors- 
of them, which rendered them popular. £arl 
Siraff9rd waa brought to the. block* The 
l>igb cmmfji^n-courh a|Kl Jiafchamhir werOr 
aboliibedt and many great and good tUags^ 
were done at the beginning of this pnrliaiMaV 
i~Bul thoQgh the king fuffered them to go. 
on great lengths, ia. delivering the nation from^ 
great oppreffiona, they Imew it was contrary, 
to his natural difpofition 4. for he hated to^ 
bave hi& authority limited by p^rliame&ti andj 
was defirooB of nothing more than of reigning. 
Wittout thettii therefore, though they had> 
pafTed a bill for triennial parliaments, they. 
<ould not depend u^ the fecurity of that 
law; for what fecurity can. hw. afford, from, 
one that tramples upon Jaw; therefore they 
procured the king's affcnt to their cfiahlifi)- 
m^t during their own plcafure,. and "having, 
fo done, they carried their point in all things 
liiej undertook to^tranfoft*— Aod.well know-.. 
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t^tl^eir power had beea defpifed» and as it* 
vrere, anouUed for fome time before, they 
looked with a jealous eye oo all the aflioos of 
the kiDgj and refolved, by way of felf de* 
fence, to fland by and protect one aaothert. 
and to preicribe due limits to that tyraimical 
power, which had eafiaved the nation fifteea 
years before. — They knew that to make lions 
lame, is to fetter themt ^od that then, though 
they may feem tame, yet as fooo as they flip^ 
tkeir feuers, they appear to be lions fUlK 
Whether the king feared tfaofe he had before ^ 
tefulted and irritated ; for tyrannical tempers ' 
««der power, or in fear, are the moflabjeA;.. 
or whether he was under fome ^ better fort of 
tmtsoQ, like Ner» under Senecas that heb?-- 
iMived ia a tr^ftable^ manner for a while ; I : 
{kA\ not pretend to determine ; but cer^iin it 
"was, they knew the. roaav • TlierefoM they- 
Imd a jealous eye on all' his aflioos ; and aS' 
rtiy could never truft him with fafcty, whea/ 
he went afterwards to Scotland^ they had as 
much reafon to fear, he would conuive la 
iAJng a Sci^tch army againft them, as he had 
before raifed zn*EngliJh army agaioft the Sc^nu 
contrary to the wtU of the Mngii/h parllameait 
lUid people.*-^Meii of fenfe and peoetratioa; 
ttave this gifts of diTcerning the fpirks of other 
tteO) more than the imprudent and uawar; 
0^5 «aa^ 
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caa difcera theif own t &Q<} time made it ap^ 
pear, their midraft afid jealoufy was not ilK 
founded* The kings who was always^ as weak 
IB his condud, as he was tyrannical in temperi 
could no longer be refirained r the feverity 
and folly of his difpo&ion difcovered itfeliv 
though at the moft improper fea&a : for as 
the proverb fays, Mtffiid cats an no god 
m$ufers. it was now too late to begia again 
to attempt the (hewing his great power whet 
lie had fafiered hia head to be fliorn ; and 
though hi aweki andfaid^ I will go forth as at 
mbtr tim0Sj and Jhtw my gnat Jh^f^th % h 
kmw nM that thi Lord was.departtd from him^ 
and waft now with the parliament; for the 
Lord is never, on the fide of weaknefs andfoUy* 
Undoubtedly this condefcenfioo in the king's 
delivering fo much of bis ngalia to the paip- 
Itaments was a proof o£a weak judgment, if 
ke was right in maintaining it at firft fo Are* 
. noonny, tbat he always dtfobliged bis parlia« 
ments, and would if he could have reigned 
withoot any ; but if he was right in his,coaip 
placency> becanfe be &w hift former error; 
why did be fooltihiy aflume- fuch authority 
again, ift fending officers to the houfe of fords 
jand commons^ to feize fome of their member^ 
and to deliver articles of impeachment againft 
them <tf. Ugk treafbn, and ai the £uoe timc» 
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by^ his (ble authority) to fend perfons to feal 
up their doors, trnaks, and papers? And 
v^hy did he come himrelf with an armed band * 
the next day to demand their delivering up ^ 
thofe membprs ? Doc^ this look like a tbo« 
rough convi£lion.of his error? or was it only 
the cfFefl: of tefiraining. grace? Was not thii 
YCm^'the ^0"^ s returning to hh vomit agahy and 
Yikc-ihefQW that way wajhed^ tOf her walLwhig 
in the mir^PDiA it^net ^vid«ndy fliew the 
nature of the man, that the old man f'. the old • 
tyranDical natnce was yet in him^and that b^ • 
Isad not put him off with hb deeds ^^ that lie had * 
not put oa the nevMmatt in rigbteoufntfs and ^ 
Jmcerity^ but in^ profeffion- and external ap^ - 
pearanc&ooly? Did'Dot thofe clear iigh ted \ 
jsen the commons fee through bka? Waa 
not theiv inward JGaloufy<:on firmed and ia# 
creafed by .this outward proof of his uncon'^ • 
nxrttdjlatc^ Had notahen the jCom4XioDa» ih« ' 
guardians of the peopU*€ liberties,' reafon to 
be on their guard agaiuA ali-his adicus^s? Did - 
not they well, in withftandiog fucb tyraonkai ^ 
fpirit, and in fending a ferieanc at arms- to 
t>r«ak opea th« (eals^ and -apprehend thotit 
that put them on ? f«r.ifi'tbe7bMiiK>t>mad« : 
a-ftandagainft thefeaabitrary procecdifigs^ all 
they had done before had been to no purpofe^ 
Aa^, did. >they .not .well, ta make an ordex% 
QJ5 forbidding^; 
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ibrbkldhig the feiatiog aoy of their i&eiabefr 
without leare of the honfe, aisthorizinfg alt* 
members to fiaod npoa their guard, and alt , 
conftables and other officers to affift them i 
For had they not done this, they had efta* 
blifhed themfelves as members of parliameQt 
in vaiQ ; nay, they had not eftabliflied theit»- 
felves at all i for if they had left it in the 
king's power to apprehend any of them at his 
pleafore, he might have gone on, and bjr 
fach repeated ads, foon demoliflsed the par- 
fiament* No doubt but if they could have 
trufted the icing to the laws, and permitted 
th«ir triennial a£l to take place wlxea they 
were diflblveid^ they would not ha«»e conttaaed^ 
themfelves by a new aA i which, though k 
was contrary to nuj/ormer, was however kw % 
becanfe it was agreed to by the kii^ lordft^ 
and commons ; for fuch agreement maker 
law by the conflitution of this reali^; and 
extraordinary cafes may re(|uire extpaordinajiy 
a£)s to be made * for to every new necc£ty & 
new law muft be adapted, and proportioned 
to the exigency pf the cafe. But if a king^ 
or bis minifters by his command, $& contrary 
10 law, it IS unlawfuil, and they are curable 
of the breach of the laws of the lao^-^Forcf^ 
mnft be oppofed by force,, and deceit may be 
inbverted by decek,, when othef methods fatl^ 

•ft 
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w mm bas not' as equal regard for fetl^ 

defence. Where there is good groimd for* 

jcaloufy, men ought' always to be upon their* 

guardi and never part with their power, 

when they fear being attacked ; and fo much ' 

the more exert themfelves, as the enemy is^ 

gnat in^authority. EingMhat ufc their power 

ta prey on the people, Solomon compares t(y 

roaring lions and raging hoars ; and they are 

'BOt more merciftit when th^ir indignation is, 

flirred op, and revenge is in their reacfa«~ 

He that takes away a people's liberties, has^ 

defign on their properties $ and their lives ara 

next at his mercy. Let kings •alone to engrofs 

power, and the property of hi» fubjeds, and 

iheir liberties and lures will follow. — -If 

Charlis did not grafp at this, why did he 

pretend peace to bis pailiafiMat, and prepare 

for war agaloft them, by ftndii^ ^is queen 

t9 Holland^ to buy up anas and ammunition, 

and putting the crown-jewels into her handt 

for that purpofe— Arbitrary power is what 

ao man breathing ought to be trufled with ;, 

therefore 'tis good policy, to overturn the 

tad machinations that any perfon makes ufe 

of to obtain it t for when it is obtained by 

any king, there remains no remedy to any 

people : feldom doth the death of the tyrant 

ledeem them, if his heirs fucceed, though % 

fea 
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fta* of blood be fpilt to recover their, loft 
liberty. 

After this frefti provocation given the par* 
liament, the Icing, perceiving how unpopular 
he bad rendered hinifelf, fent two meflages to 
them In a. complying humour; telling them 
he would wave his proceedings againft the fix 
members, and be as careful of their privileges, 
as of his own life and crown i and offered a 
general pardon. Btic pardon could not be 
gratefuli when himfelf was the-aggreflbr.— 
Now either the parliament, faw that this was 
temporiztng zni\flattery^ knowing his natural 
difpofltion, or it appeared to them, he wa^ 
like thofe chriflians that are z\^zy% finning and 
repenting^ ^hofe repentance and reformation 
never laft longer than, the influence of the 
eaufe that occa(k>ned i|. Whether of thtfe 
ways they judged, his word appeared to them 
aot to be confided in ; their jealoufy'was coa* 
firmed, the fire was rekindltd, they judged 
their lives and liberties were in danger fiout 
bis power, ^nd therefore it was to be re- 
trenched as much as pollible. Things were. 
now carried to that pitch, and mutual jealoB- 
fies raifed fo- high, that the people, could 
neither truft the king« nor the king the pqoj^e. 
Had they fubmitted to the. king's authority, io^ 
all probabilLtj they would'have beea cruffied: 

AnicL 
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A&d'tbe kmg* f«emed refalved not to ftlfTer si 
^nniiiutioD of his divine power, as hiscourtrer$ 
ftod favourite priefls- perfuaded bioi- that he 
was a dmnity-y and' weak beads exalted on ail' 
emiDencey are always made giddy thereby. 
Ambidoas fpirits chnfe rather toreigain hel),. 
than fervc m hcavetti 

The foddeo ftarts of mifthief ♦and treachery 
m the king, were a good foundation of jea«- 
lonfy to the parliamene and peopIe.^ Aud^ 
when will not fire increafe fire where there is 
fueli It ittcr«afed: here to- a flame, till the 
king was burnt in the fire which himfelf had 
Jiindled : for in him was fulfilled the threaten»- 
jog.of the Lord by, the prophet Ifaiab^\h ii,) 
Behold all ye th^t kindle^ a fiie^ that cempafs 
yourf lives about with /parks; that wait in the 
light of the fire and in the /parks ye have kindled. 
Thisjhallye have of mint hand^ ye /hall he dofjbn 
in fir row.. And fo it came to pafs with thofe 
that had kindled the fire on. both fides; and 
if the Lord hath executed the fierccnefs of 
his wrath on them, already,, will he do it 
again on us? Doth he not know when to 
bave done ? that the nation yet fa(l and howl 
before the Lord, and rather pelt him> with 
.prajers, 1£ I. may fo fay^ than pray .with true 
piety i for ^ l/oiah iaith^, lvii« 4^ Behold ye 
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fifi rf vnchdmfi* Is ihitfuchafafi as Ibeioi^ 
shojkn, a d^for a m^m U affiiif bis fold f IVik - 
thou callihii afqfl^ and an aca^ahU day to tb£ 
L&rd f^They faft». pray^ aad prcadr in fpitar 
to their brethren $ thjerefore he that Jki Ut 
biavm laughs them to fcorn^ and haf them in 
derijkn: therefore ih\^- their righieou/ke/s is as 
fithy rags^ and they ought t^ pray God t^ 
ftrgiw them the iniquity b/ their hoJjy things^ 
The wife God beareth not the* prayers o£ 
Ibolsi becavfe they are fioolHh prayers.^-—^ 
Not» bat I would have this droaiog day for' 
.iwar kept,, to (hew th« world the mockery of* 
ireltgioni$ how* ooe pairty^ pretoadrag piety^ 
.caNs OB God to pardon: that fin of theirs^^ 
which they never committed; while the other- 
party that did the a^lion,.. and in like circum^ 
fiances wonid da it again, think- it was an < 
action worthy of as much praiCe as ftabbing 
Cafar in the capitoh When thoFe that did' 
the aAiQp ruled, God was not mocked by a 
Rational repentance for it, and yet in all ap- 
pearance, he is- not in better iriendfliip with* 
us, than he was with themyr'notwithfiandiog^ 
ail ouF prayers and penitente^ which appear ta 
be all in vdn-j fince being yet continued, 
4hey havejaot j^tf/ anfwered their end, in mak-^ 
kng atoaeiBcnt and procuring pardon:, anxl 



no-woader^ for Gdd lores not fools, nor- 
hypocrites^ and therefore wifely rejeSs their 
fooIiAi, or hypocritical humiliation. How- 
ever, it is very fit and necefl&ry this 'day,- 
Iboold be for ever kept, to remind kiogs that* 
if they are defirous of* living the ti/e, they-- 
may exped to die the iiiatb of that kingv 
which this day celebrates. 

The flame whieh begun in ^-ffw^/tf*^/, burnt- 
to the nimoAhounds oi ScoilanJ^ and reached^ 
even to IrelauJ^ wh«re the Irijky to make ufe. 
of the advantage) defiroyed 40,000 proteftants. 
fdtled there». by innumerable aAa of barba- 
lity; wbieh, iff only done to free themfelves 
iirom the EngHJh yokei whether coBntentnced • 
by the king or not. Certain it is, that hei 
regarded not %\» life of hii^ proteAant fub*. 
je3si but the only thing he regarded was, 
that he. mijgfat have fote dominion over them ;: 
to this end| he called for his forces from In^ 
knd^ that he might emfdoy tbem agalnft his. 
parliament in England i whereby it*s piein, he 
j^idged that the fettling bis own antbority on 
the deftrnftion of* the conftltution, waamore 
aeceflary, than revenging the Mood of 40,000 : 
J|roteftant8, or fecuring Irelapid under the- 
dominion of the crown ef EngUmdi and) 
therefore, he. ^tber knew^ the. Irijh papHlsL 
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that committed thofe maflacres, vere his 
friends, and he could trail them to {tcure 
Ireland to his obedience ; or he was wliiing 
to Jofe a kiDgdom, to have revenge of bis 
proteftant fubjefts. And he that thiiJls for * 
dominion by blood, or, that endeavours to 
wade to it through a fea of blood, deferves 
a bloody reward. — In (hort, the . confequenc^ 
was, what is very natural, and in fuch cafe 
wiU always be, that both king, courders, and 
bigh-flying priefls on. one fide, a;id the pir«^ 
Uament and. people OQ the oiher, fecured 
what power each party could for ihemfelvcsj 
for it was not fafe for the parliament to truft 
iheir perfoos in the power o£ the king, nor 
did the king think it fafe, to truft his power 
withaheir perfeas. And the Heps that jeack 
.party took, but enraged the other ; which 
.Qf«nece£Sty terminated in the- utter ruin of- 
one of them. And as in nature the fame 
caufes will always have the fame effects; ;f(9. 
the fame circumftances. would always produce. 
tbef4m.e ejKU^, was the affair afied ia.anf 
age or country ia thie worldr — It happened «at 
ihe end' of eight years .intefliae Wars which 
foUpwed, to« terminate by. the death of the 
iMng, and his death alone.couki put an end to 
tbf blood that wa» fpUt on bis account* And 
.%r.ej| WHS, better tbM. ^ff nian Jhould^dUfor 



and Ok thodox y JSaken. 3 79 

«& prefetvation of the peypU^ than the whok 
nation Jljould perijh. 

If Charles r«ceWed his royal power from^ 

God aloDe, ie is more than any king in this 

world ever did.-^But Charits miftook his 

kingdom, for // was not of this world \ ther^- 

, fore hd was removed out of it, to feek a 

.better^ for which he was donbtleft better 

:qaalified y for I don't difpuie the goodnefs of 

the ma^^ but the goodnefe of the kmg\ who 

;ieems to me to have been the reverfe to ,whdt 

.£bme have faid of king Davidy that he was * 

one of the beji ifkings^ but one of the W9rjl 

went . Whereas on the contrary, king Charles 

who 'tis faid was oneof the befi of men^ was 

one of the vier/i kings in the worldi as archr 

bi(hop Laud was. a very famous chHrchmal^ 

but a very infamous chriflian. Aa for rer 

I]gion» "tis certain Charles had eaough in him 

to fet up a bi(hop, and a greatec ftock of that 

fatt thaa kings ought to have... Yet this uiv- 

happy prince deferves our pity, as well as the 

sation under his goverameiit ; he I)eing (lap 

pidly inftruAed by the pedaati his dogmatical 

father, in his younger years, was fo fitted ia 

siafturer aga to- receive the. malignant imi- 

preffions of his fpiritual Lattd and caufit 

batterers, who fowed thofe feeds in him, that 

^rowipg up, brought ruia to the nation andi 

bimfeJf». 
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Ikimrelf. And one would think, that be being 
made firfeSl through fufferingi^ and hapj^ 
before his natural time, it does not require a^- 
hundred yeaifs penance of H who[« nalion, fop 
fending the foul of fo good a man, atootig: 
the foals of the blcfled s ixA that the ex-^ 
changing a mortal wglorioas crovr«i> for a 
'Crown of immortality and glory, wa» fuch a. 
fofficleat and fatk&Aory advantage to hia,s 
that he and his friends ha^ reafon^ to thank. 
'God and the natioo, far fuch happy tranfla- 
tion. And had it been done fooner, ic had) 
ibved the lives of thoafaods more than it did. 
Neceffity makes thtngps^ unlawful, to be lawfalt 
That which juftifiu^war, in the defence of 
the rights and libertiesr.of the peopk, fromt 
tyranny from abroad^ will joftify whatever 
meafores neceffity obliges people to- take, to« 
'defend fhkir rights and liberties agaiaft tyrants^ 
at hotne. B«t no man^^ ISierty or property? 
is now at all invaded, every xoMi fits under 
kii cwn vine^ . and tmder/klt turn fig-iree y en- 
joys the fruits of hir labours afid^may worfliip* 
Cfod according, to Ws-conlcieiice, if he has; 
«ny good coafdsnte at all s if liit confeienoe* 
- don't miflead him t^ overtiuti tbe ftate^ aod 
the toBfciences* of all thofe thai are led by 
mdrt reafoa.and hoMmiiy. thao liimlelf** 

Iq all probability^ the prelbyteriaos would' 
not hava attemgtedvto aver turn the efHfcopal* 

church. 
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«fhtirch, if that church, whea governed hj 
archbifliop LauJ, had not endeavoured to 
Overturn them. It mud be owned, the church 
was the aggreflbr, or his tyrannical behaviour 
over them in it, which had the favour and 
^proteftion of fovereign power. As both king 
and pontiff confederated together, and ea* 
couraged each other, to humble and demolifh 
the po\^er and liberty of nonconformifts^ 
both civil and relig^oui ; wjliat was more na- 
tural, than for them to iland up in their owa 
defence, to grafp that power which was ca- 
pable of defending them againft both civil and 
seligious tyranny : and when they had grafped 
It, to life it as a fcourge on their adverfaries, 
and pay them in thear own coin by way of 
retaliation ? Mep may talk what they will, 
that religion being the fiibjeft of the quarrel, 
by the principles of that religion they ought 
not to have gone fuch lengths as they did ; 
the laws of religion will always fubfide whea 
they are agaiaft the law; of nature, as fooa 
as nature has power to prevail ; and they will 
find reaibns to comprehend the hWs of reta- 
Jiation in their religion, which before appeyed 
oppofite to it. For though the doArine of 
iffving our itumiis may be preached, and em- 
braced in fentiments when men have no ene- 
mies, or may ifeem to be embraced and prac- 

tifcd. 
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tifcd, when retaliation is out of their powers 
yet when the power is turned, the tables are 
turned j when wrath. prompts opportunity to 
aflion, then you fliall liear another fort of 
religious doArine maintained by the afcendadt 
party; then tTie vengeance of the Lord of hofis 
!s to be executed to maintain his hinoun 
Then you find it commanded, • Reward'her 
W/« as Jhe has rewarded you j nay more, doul^le 
^nto her double 'according to her works : In the 
cup which Jhe hath filled^ fill to her double y then 
torment andforrow^ plagues^ deaths famine and 
frey follow to the conquered party. And 
this gives joy to the conquerors. Thus it 
ever was, and thus It will ever be.j men's 
jpalfions will direJl men's conduft, as polity 
and power give liberty to their aftions. — 
Tho' revenge is not always laudable, yet it is 
generally juftifiable, becaufe neceflary to awe 
men in power, not to ^xercifc their power 
tyrannically and wickedly. Reuliatioa of 
Injuries, not exceeding meaftire for meafure, 
is therefore juft, needful, and proper to "be 
executed, being thai chiefly which awes the 
VfvCkt^j and keeps men \vitliin the bounds 6i 
d»ty or moral beTiavlour. If I allow fhat 
chriftians, as fucfa, ought not to revenge !q^ 

* Rev. xviii. 6. 
, jurffes 
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juries done them, yet it mart be allowed too, 
that chriftlans are men, no more divefled oF 
paffions than others, and thofe paiHons have 
the fame influence, on the fame occafions, 
over chriftians as over, other men ; therefore 
they, in fuch cafes, will a(R: as oiher men, 
even as ht^rei'i-.: ard :7yid.L dc;^ t... when was 
it known th.it ever tl^cy did otherwlfe? I 
don't ihinlv tbre is -an irjidd^ itiji.ox atkiji 
in the world ^vo a id burn a man for his re*» . 
iigion, but if they were burnt by people of 
' any religion, as foon as they had it in their 
power, they would deftroy the power of that 
religion; and reafon juft, and practice good. 
And thefe (if they feared not God) would be 
as obedient to a mild and merdful king that 
afted for his fubje£ls goody as any fubjefts 
the king had ; but if lile Saian on Joh^ he 
put forth his hand to deftroy their j^ropertiesi^ 
and their liberties, and torment their fle(h, 
they would be as fit to rebel, and as zealous 
In the caufe as other men, that are prompted 
bn to a'ftion by the fury or enthuGafm of re- 
religion. And all men, religious or not 
religious, will do fhe fame when excited by 
cpfrejjion^ which makes a wife man mad. 

He that redeems men ffom tyrannic power, 
«nd brings liberty and peace to an ^nflaved 
nation, even tho' it is but already begun, and 

a certaia 
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-a certain profpeQ of it appears ; he tbat frotti 
-fuch a ftate, frees a kiDgdom by bis virtue anti 
'valour, is ly nature a iing^ «ud horn to riigi^ 
therefore has in himfelf rf/ww/ right from God, 
%is a&ioQS are a fiitRcient >proof of it; anS 
that IlavUh religioa which is a frieud to arbi* 
•trary power In the prince and prieft, in any 
•nation, is inimical and injurious to the peace 
and happinefs of maifkind. And fuch religion 
ihould be kept in a flate of fubjeAion, whofis 
leaders and abettors arc promoters of ilavery 
in civil and religious government. Both 
^ivil and religious tyrants are fudi fafi: friends 
to each other, that they cannot well be fepa- 
rated i they rife and fall together. 

One may generally know the gooHrufs df 
mens, religion, by the fplrit that toaintains ir$ 
for the word opinions are generally maintained 
with the worft fpirit by thofe that embrace 
'them. And it is no wonderj if fiopid priii- 
xiples or frantic opinions, Ihouldr have flupid 
ox frantic effefls in praflioe. By their fruits 
ye Jhall know /i&^w.— --That reKgion which 
teaches men to damn and burn thofe that 
-cannot embrace it, ought to be condemned by 
^W men. Better would it be for mankind, 
•than maintain fuch religioii, to extirpate all 
-feSgioa out of the worlds It is more to this 

honour 
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hoQOttr of God, to fay he requires 00 worQiip 
of 08, than ftich a worfhip as makes man 
hhimian, and the world mi(erable« What is 
it bat religious madnefs to afEriUf that all 
men will be damned who are not of this or 
that faith, or who do not conform to this 
or HtM church difcipline» or fort of worfliip ? 
For feeing thefe all damn one another, don't 
they all prove themfelves to be mad ? Needs 
there a greater proof, when neither party 
will be direAed by cool reafon, which alone 
can cure their madne&j The furious and 
bigotted fpirlt is equally bad in all reli- 
gions ; it is the fpirit of popery in them all, 
which nothing but time and reafon can expel. 
«-*Anger and rage on one fide, breeds anger 
and rage on the other, fo does a perfecutiug 
ipirit to a church, fiir up the fame ff^irit in 
that which is perfecnted. Thefe who are 
firft in the quarrel, are the caufe of the ef- 
fect that follows. If the pre.(byterian8 per- 
fecnted the epifcopal church, it was a fign of 
a bad fpirit, but it was firft ftirred up by 
the eplfcopalians 5 they were firft, and there- 
fore greateft in fault; though nothing is morq 
common than to lay the whole blame on the 
jprovoked, not on thofe that gave the provo^* 
cation ; and yet nothing !s more wrong, for 
St is as natural for anger, indignation, and 
' VOL. III. R refentmen);, 
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refentmear, to arife from oppreiBoo, atHifet 
wd iQJory given, as for fire to kiodje fire; 
^nd men muft be devoid of paiEon to be 
otberwife, .which is more than any men are. 
Therefore to the. public peace- breakers ail 
the confequences of the .public, diftorbance 
are oviing. 

O ! crj churchmen, the prefljyterians are a 
pack of wicked rogues^ they pulled down ihe 
church! Nay, fay I/not fo j for they poflefled 
themfelves of the churches, and fo became 
churchmen. But the church folk pulled down 
the meetiog-houfes, in my iime^ and would 
liave pulled down all in the nation, if they 
had not been flopped by force. Was not this 
religious high-church frenzy and fanaticifm? 
though thi^ very party called the other fana*^ 
tics! fo. madmen kno^ not their own, mad-* 
niky and think others mad : but the churchi* 
men, to have been even with the noncoa-* 
formifts, iofiqad of pulling down their meet- 
ing hguies, (hould^ave gone aqd preached ia 
them. The prefbytcrians indeed pulled dowa 
the common prayer, becaufe God fhould not 
be on the fide of the church ; for if they dic| 
not pray, to be fure the Lord could not hear 
them, and they could not pray without book, 
at the fame time the preibyterians themfelvet 
pray'd for, dear lifq— and liberty to pfay^ 

Bat 



and O^THOtyoxYjbakeH, 387 
But fuppofe they did pull down the churchy 
was not the church a$ bad which would have 
pulled down the preibyteriaas at the fame 
time ? They wanted not will, but power. I 
don*t fuppofe any nonconformiils would have 
bad any intention or thought of robbing the 
church of her bifhops and godly geart if 
archbifliop Laud had been a good man, and" 
not, like a wolf in (heep*8 cloathin^,. have 
worried Chrift*s (heep in his fplritual courts. 
No doubt but the church might have dfs^^ed 
in peace, had Ihe let her fifter church tone4 
in peace. But ^t the end, the fortune oC 
war turned for the dllTenting party, and what- 
ever fJarty lofe the day, they muft be at the 
mercy of thofe that get it. Thofe that fall' 
undermoft mttft fubcnit to them that get 
uppermoft. What was the fate of tbeeptf^. 
oopali3n»aodcommon«*prayer* mongers, won^dt 
have been the fate of the prefl>yteriftas, baifi 
they loft the field. But they fought with the 
fpirtt, as well as prayed by the fpirit ; and U 
happened at that time t& help their infirnntUs^ 
Indeed, in my opinion, it is tbe&ireft way of 
living to live and let live, not to have an;^ 
bc^Iinefs monopolized. Religion, like trade* 
ought to be free. It is beft dealing at aii' 
open market ; * by that meana we hajve a more 
rea&mablc choice, and at a more reaCbnable' 
R 2 ra;c« 
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rale. Whca yoa have only Hobforis choice, 
you muft pay Hobfon*s price. Parfons, whea 
they find people can by no means help them- 
felves, but mud deal with them alone, are as 
great extortioners as any pawnbrokers what- 
ever. Why (hould not every man chufe for 
bimfelf in fpirituals, as well as in temporals, 
and buy thofe wares he likes beft» or thinks 
he. has moft need of, feeing he muft pay for 
then). Religion is a thing of choice^ and he 
has no religion, that never chofe any himfelf, 
for hinafelf ; but if he feems to have any, ic 
is the religion of another he puts on, but not 
his own. It was the religion of the perfoa 
that firft chofe it, but is not his that wears it, 
and that perfoa might, perhaps, be his great 
grandfather's great grandmother ; aud it may 
have been, of a very difiereat £aihion from 
his,- worn in the family till it becomes quite 
thread-bare. Many families have religion by 
hereditary rights and this they take to be divine^ 
but if it was fo, it would be by ek^fion and 
irace^ both oa the fide of Cbrift and the 
chriftian.. Let either of them chufe firft, 
they muft both chufe ; or elfe neither does the 
profefTor chufe Chrift, nor Chrifl the pvofeflbr. 
Therefore, in the day of judgment, will not 
Cfarift fay to fuch. Depart from me^ I know 
fiu not;, and the profeflbr, if he fpeaks the 
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truth, muft anfwer, Uor do I know you. What 
will become of thefe in that day, the day muft 
declare. — But fhould any be fo honeft (for ia 
that day men may be allowed to fpeak the 
truth) as to fay, the priefts of his country 
would not let htm chufe, for they would 
damn him if he did. And I fuppofe this will 
be the complaint of millions. Let the priefts 
look to It. I think it is but juft that they 
ihould be damn'd for 'em. If any bad liberty 
to chufe for himfelf^ but depended on the 
prlefl to chufe for him ; how can he think it^ 
unjuft) that the prieft (honld be faved for 
him. But as prieds in all fuch cafes, chufe 
for others what is moft confident with their 
own intcreft, they are paid here^- therefore it 
i& unreafonable for them to expe£l to be paid 
again hertafltr : therefore both thefe we ma^ 
reckon the Lord's chalF,. which he will win- 
Skow from him with the fan of his word.-^ 
And fappofe one is called to the bar^ who, 
upon being afkcd his religion, declares upon* 
his confcieoce, that as he lived in fuch days of 
fory, wherein every religious party damned 
each other, for fear of being damned (by ill 
the reft) he chofe none ; and not thinking ic 
^fe to depend on mercenary priefts, thought 
it better to preferve an honeft confcience, and 
to place his whole dependence on the meriu 
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0f ibi fifij or the fmrchs of the father onfy. 
Will not the fm or the father take pity of 
him, thiDk you, and fave him for his honefly 
and fidelity, if not for faith and formality-* 
fake? God cannot condemn a juft man, and 
be jnft bimfelf. But he whofc faith and 
\vorfhip makes him inhuman and injurious to 
men, miftakes the true God for Moloch^ or 
Mafsy and he that makes his interefi the motive 
of his choice, inftead of ferving the God of 
heaven, he ferves the god of this world, 
worhdly power^ and a worldly dfpojition. Men 
that will not do juftice here, will furely there 
fieel juflice done them, for the devil is joft ia 
his own dominions ; how elfe can he be the 
executioner of juftice ? and there mu'ft be 
judice in hell, if there is mercy in heaven. 
% 
Nothing lithink (hews more the govern- 
ment of a good God, or his regard of this 
world, than that great criminals armed with 
power receive condign puniftiment in it ; for 
what they receive in another world, thofe ia 
this, know nothing of: therefore God's con- 
du£t in that worU, is no proof to us of his 
moral charadler in this. Certainly power and 
greatnefs cannot fanftify wickedncfs in high 
places. If it be criminal to condemn great 
erimi^alsf juftice is all a farce, and power is 
only riglu, whether it be executed rightly or 
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heads to their own undoiog. Had it not beea 
for their ambitioa to rule as they ought not, 
both might have livid and died in peace. He 
that makes a prioce's head giddy with unlaw* 
ful power, paves the way for his deftniflion. 

Y{e, blame that age, but not our own. 
They put a bad Icing to death. We expelled 
another, not killed him ; becaufe his heels 
faved his head. But we do worfe than they, 
when we blame our redeemer, the illus*^ 
TRious WILLI AMn for the a^ion of redeeming 
as J and fettling lihtrty on that gkiriom foundaUon 
on which it now Jiands. We were again re* 
deemed by the bravery and conduA of another 
If^ILLUAiy from flavery rolling on like a 
delpge, and him, and that very glory which 
freed the nation, we now depreciate. They 
cut off a head that was troublefome to the 
bidy ; we have feveral times rebelled againft 
our head, in which ibe life^ fifiiy% ond health 
of the body depends^ againft thofe that have 
fettled and fecured ^thofe civil and religious 
liberties to us, which they prayed and fought 
fori and is defirable and acceptable to all 
wife and good men, in all nations and in all 
Ages. O let this day be for ever kept, to 
perpetuate the infamy of his tyrannic reign, 
and the holinefs and power of high-church, 
that it Is capable of making one^ who was (q 
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greatafioncr in his life, fo glorioQs a rdoC 
and martjir at his^ death ;: confecratiog nof 
only the man, but tyraooj) oppreflloay and 
bigotry; and that generations yet ual>orii 
nay know the hard and bloody flmggle their 
anceftors had to prererve the liberty they haTd 
conveyed to them» and awake to the fenfe of 
its incftimable valtte. And whenever they 
«re in like danger of loling it, let them cry 
unto the Lord, and &y in the words of his 
prophet of old, * A%xmke^ awate^ put on 
Jirtngthj Oarm of thi Lwd\ awaki as in tie 
ancient days^ in the gemraiions rf $ld. Art mt , 
thou tbi fam€ arm that haft wcwtdid theprwd'^ 
and hewn tbi dragon in pieces? 

' It cannot be denied, tha^ aAions areknowtt 
to be good or evil by the intentions and con- 
fequeoces. Now to judge by this maxim, 
the putting king Charles to deaths being in- 
tended to put an end to civU wars, and the 
Gonfequence was, that it did fo, and previented 
tte death of many men, and valuable members 
of the commonwealth^ every one of which 
could not be le(s ufeful to the public, thaa 
the king. For how could he be ufeful to 
the. public, who deftroyed the peace, pro^ 

• Ukiab li. 9. So the old trsDflation renders the 
latt«r pastoi^he verfe. 
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ferckt# wd lives of the public ?-^If he «fu n 
king appoioted by God, he Was fuch a king 
etcr thb ifland» as cbe flork was, which 
devoured ibe frogs^ whom Ju^ur fimt to 
nile Of er thein.--«^To plead or pretend, that 
k is for mgxltfiu^ fach kings are cooiaitffiontd 
by heavea to role over them, is an ignorant 
fttbterfage ; for do they make oieQ Ufs finful^ 
and not rather much greaiir fimurs than they 
were before f unleft rMery and murder^ tho 
seceffiiry con&queooes of war, are np fins. 
Does God pnniih fin with fin ? or does fm 
make an atonement for fin ? if fo, a lefs degree 
of fin difpleaies God, but a greater degree 
propitiates him. Or does God difapprova 
of fome fort of fins, and approve of others ? 
If he does, it may be hoped, that the fin of 
putting king Cbarlts to death, might atone 
for the fins of the king, and of the nation 
committed on his account, as reafonablyas 
the fin of putting Chrift to death, atoned for 
the fiDs of men. Is heaven more pleafed with 
earth when fet in a tumult, or is there fome- 
times a diforder in the divine mind, and 
allayed, by the diforder of mankind ? . This, 
as my reafbn informs me, is a fatfe and-Aupid 
imagination. Does God regard men in fuch 
degree, as they are advanced to power and 
dignity by men ? Is hii judgment coadufied 
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by ours in the cflimatioft of thtogs? I am 
fttre, if God exalts men in and over the ftate, 
according to the value he has for them, mr 
judgments arc not cond^fted by A/i.— Kings 
re^Q by divine right, when they reign as 
they ought ; but to fay they reign by divine 
«'>gbt, when they trample upon right divine, 
upon law and juftice, and reign as they ougljt 
not, is a facrilegious doftrine, and profaning, 
if not blafphcming, divine nature. If tl)e 
perfons of kings are divine, and facred in the 
%ht of God, let them rule as they will, thea 
power is divinity, and authority is fanflity; 
^nd lawlefs ftviy may be lawful governmen| ; 
then the office of a king is not an ordination 
for the public good, but the public were or- 
dained for his good, and then to be fure, 
God« makes the people for the fake of the 
king; and his life alone, is of more value 
than the lives of all the kingdom. If fo, 
what the high prieft fpake, by the iofpira- 
tion of the Holy Ghoft, is not true, that it 
is better one man die, than the nation perijh. 
If this was true when applied to Cbrift, 
one would think, as Charles was not, to be 
fure, fo good a maii^ it was better, at leaifl 
to thp people of this land, fo^ their' temporal 
^ate^ that their fovereign Charles fliould die to 
faye the further efFufion: of the nation's blood, 
R 6 and 
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and their liberty, than that the Lord C^^ 
Ihould die to &9t the temporal (late of the 
ytwfj which was all tfiat Caiapbas meant, 
though the Holy Ghoft might have a further- 
meaning. If God only regards kings, and 
the good of the people are below bis notice, 
as mnft be the cafe, if the doftrine of paffiVe 
obedience and non-refiftance be r^ht; then 
are the people in evil cafe ! in evil cafe no 
4oubt{ But this is contrary to what we arc 
taught, that God is no reJpeHir rfperfons^ and 
if a fparrcw catimt fall to tbi ground without 
bis notice, and we are betttr than they^ in his 
fights if hi takes tare of oxen only for our 
Jaka\^ fute we ought to take care of being 
gored, for our own fakes, by any pcrfon 
armed with power, or claiming a power over 
va. 'Tis reafonable to think that thofe to 
whom God has a peculiar regard to, more 
than to other men, he has given them fome 
jnater endowments of body or mind, ipofc 
than he has to other men ; but if nothing of 
this appears in them, how does the proof of 
it appear ? It feems alfo reafonable to believe, 
that God guards his peculiar favourites in a 
peculiar manner^ and yet what king cares to 
truft bimfelf to God's guard only, if he can 

* I Cor. ix. 9, 10% 
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get otber guard belide ? — ^That this divmf 
right (hoold be indifiafibU and hereditary ioo» 
is fuch a piece of priefteraft and impofaion on 
the commoD uDderftandmgs of men, that tb^e 
is DO man of any common nnderftanding, but 
what mnft fee the folly, abfurdity, and villainy 
of it. Let them produce the original grantf 
warrant, commiffion, or indenture, written 
above, figned and fealed below, and the 
witnefles. 'Tis not fit we (honld take the 
prieft's word, who aflTerts what he is ignorant 
of, or contrary to what he knows : He that 
does, will be prieft-rid with a witnefs; it 
being an evident wUne(s of prieftly impofition. 
Or to prove that a^y particular line of princes 
are (o eminently ez\lted above the reft of all 
mankind, to have thdr authority from God 
alone; fure they ought to be proved to be 
defendants from above, that the firft of the 
race came down from heaven, or was begotten 
by fome God originally, not an imaginary but 
a real Gody not Jove or Mars, whofe god- 
(hips are now dead and buried i and that the 
breed has not degenerated down to manhood. 
Let the aflertors of this do£lrine alfo prove 
that the Stuart race are of this heaven- bom 
blood ; for I think they have never conferred 
that bmour on any other family, nor preached 
the doArine of fa^i tbedienci to any other 
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princes^ an hctwtr peculiarly great to them ojF 
all others ; becaafe they of all others deferved 
i#fo little ! This is all they have to prove^ 
and if they cannot wove this em thing, of 
their indifiAJibU htnditarj rights who have 
afTerted it with fo much warmth, cafting about 
firfjkfandt^ arrows^ and death to fupport and 
vindicate it, and therefore ought to have beea 
very fare, they were very right in doing fo : 
I fay, if they cannot prove this, who caa 
believe them in any other point, or, who 
ought to believe them without producing their 
authentic aedeatials } 

' He that fuffers fuch doArlnes to be preached 
to him, or of him, has a moan heady and k 
monftrom heart \ for he muft be a man of mean 
judgment^ and a monfter in the judgment of 
other men that have underftanding.«^If we 
go to fcripture for our rule, God gave to 
David and to his defcendants the kingdom of 
Iftael by oath, and yet God chofe rather, n6t 
to infift too ftriAly on the performance of his 
oath, than difoblige his people. Nay, God 
gave up hit own prerogative rather than thtir 
Kberty. He let them have a king to their 
mind, and let the king have a God to his 
mind. God bjtnfelf did not force men to 
wofftip him contrary to their own indi* 
Mtions* If therefore any officious fet of mea 
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pretend to regard men's fervice of God> fbore 
than God regards mens fervice, it is for their 
own fervice they make thofe pretenfions, and 
(hew of zeal for God^ in an ungodly manner* 
And why fiioald any earthly king infift on bis 
prerogative, more than the king of kings 
infills on his \ feeing'* in time pq/l hi fuffired 
all nations to walk in their own ways. God 
farely knows better, what he has to do, and 
how to do his will, than man does. If maa 
can ferveGod better than God can ferveliim- 
felf, God may be obliged to man for ferving 
him ;* bat if God cannot be obliged by man's 
fervice, man can only ferve himfelf in ferving 
God.— But what if God gave the kingdom of 
Jfrael to David, and his fons, by divine here- 
ditary righty what's that to us ? How came 
the tranCtion from Ifrael to England^ and 
from David to Stuart f Our conftitution of 
government is as different from theirs, as that 
people, time, and. place, are dilFerent fronk 
ours. They had prophets that knew the will 
of God, and received their revelation from 
bim ; but our priefis know no more of the 
will and reveladon of God, than we do i for 
they know no more of it than what they read^ 
and we know as much, and underAand it a^ 

• AeUxiv. 16. 
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well. Befides, the g^Jpel givis no ruU about 
national government I therefore God leaves ali 
€brt^antM\oi»t^'WaU «r ibeir own ways^ as 
he did the nations in timo paft. Tlierefbre it 
is not the boiiaefi of chriftian priefts to dired 
chriftian governors; 'tis impertinent in them 
to preTcribe or meddle in ftate*matters^ unlels 
thdr affillanceor advice is called for» or com- 
manded 67 the ftate. And' as Chri/fs king* 
dbm was evTdently not of this worlds what have 
they to do to interfere and' concern themfelves 
with worldly kingdoms and affairs. Chrift 
came to fet ns free, and is it their bufinefs,. 
who profefs to be his fervants to enflave us I 
It is both ridiculous, and infolent, for thefer^ 
vant to pretend to have more authority than^ 
the mafier ; tbeforvant is not greater than bis 
Lord. How then, can- thoie who call them* 
felves ChrUl's minifters> pretend to - worldly 
power and atttborIty;i when their mafier had 
none, bad not where to lay bis head. Were 
they to have no wages, but what their mafl«r 
Chrift is to give them, there would be. very 
few but what would quit his fervice ;, thougb 
thofe Chrift feuds, he will no doubt reward. 
They that pretend to have their miffioo from 
him» not from the ffate or the people, and 
therefore claim civil dominion, claim what^ 
thdr mafter never did, Ihoold have no re* 
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ttrard^ but fuch as he thioks fit to give thenip 
from y^hom they pretend to be feat: for this 
very good reafon, becaufe they aflume a ty- 
raoDical authority over tbofe on whom they 
' are dependents for their livings, and ^ho pay 
them their wages ; efpccially when humility 
and obedience to lawful kings and magidrates 
is their lawful and juft duty, that they may, 
by their example, teach men to lead ^iet and 
peaceabk lives in all godlimfs and honefty. 
Their do£trine and behaviour ought to be 
fucbf as may bring glory u Gody peace on earthy 
mdgeod'WlU to men. This is go/pel ; and this 
is the bufinefs of the minivers of the gofpeU 
They otight not to lord it over Ged*s beritagei 
Their duty is not to rule, but to obey, not 
to ufe force and violence, but meeknefs and 
inftruflion; both in life and doArine pro-^ 
motmg righteoufnefs. 

Be it known to all kings and princes, that 
thole who preach unlimited obedience to 
them, do it for fome bafe end; but will 
praQife it no more than tbofe that maintain 
oppofition in ibme cafes to be lawful and joft^ 
for there is no fuch obedience in man's nature ; 
they preach a dodrine unnatural which cannot 
be pra£llfed, and therefore will be no mort 
r^arded by them than by others : for fucb 
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doAriDCS of religtOQ as are againft nature, 
ivhatever glofs may be pat, upoo them, cannot, 
and MTill not be obeyed; and are therefore 
arbitrary, tyranoical, and unjaft. Religion 
(hould reftrain and regulate mens paffions, 
fiot prefume to crucify or extirpate them ; for 
that is a prefamptuotts aiming to make men 
other creatares than ever God defigned them ; 
therefore fach aiina are equally iluptd and 
wicked. Should any king pot forth His hand 
to opprefs the clergy, as king Charles opprefled 
his fubjeds, and Laud the laky ; the clergy 
will, be as ready as any other men to 1)]ow fftr 
irumpit df fidithfff and 'tie alarm ef war; tiOt 
«WilI they be cotitent with bftfe exerclfifig their 
fpi'ritual Wrdr^in the next world, and fufler- 
ings in this. The battle will be the lifrd'% x£ 
whaterer reghneat in religion the clergy bei 
and I have always obferved, that the inoft 
zealous ailertors of paflive obedience, have 
been men of the moft refiftkig and tuil^ulent 
^mpers. That they love tyrknny, is veiy 
apparent, becaufe they alwayis -proniote Tti 
and always deify that kiqg wl^o dtifies them^ 
who gives his power and dominion to them ; 
though t>y his aflions he be apparently ih^ 
viUft of men: which (hews, in the moft glar- 
ing fight, their extreme partiality, being a1« 
li^ays ready to faoOtfy and applaud whatever 
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men or meaAires contribute to their advantage, 
to heap on them wealth and dominion, though 
they are of the darkeA hue that moral charac- 
ters can reprefent. 

Ood who for the good of mzn j/pareJmt his 
cwn forty for the good of the kingdom, fpared 
not the king ; efleeming it baur that one man 
Jhould die for the people^ than the nation perijh. 
Nor does it appear to me that the one was lets 
neceflary in the different natnre and reafon of 
thing than the other. For had the nation fub« 
mitted to the king's will, it had, in all perad- 
▼enture, remained cnflaved at this day ; for 
when his vengeance had been irritated by i^p- 
pofition, in all probability there would have 
been no end, till tyranny had efiabliOied \\& 
feat by blood, and popery by fire. But what if 
the church had not been fubje£l to the pope at 
Rome^ if it ere£led a pope at Canterbury ^ would 
that hav^ mended the matter ? What if it had 
not all the popifh trumpery and ceremonies, if 
it. had her tyranny and cruelty, how would the 
matter have been mended ? His grace of Can* 
terbury Was gracioufly pleafed to declare, that 
be hoped tojee the time when never a Jack gentle-' 
man in Enghnd fl)ould dare tojiand with his hat 
€n before the meaneji prieji. This was fufficient 
to (hew, that he drove at making every gentle* 
nan fervile and fubmiffive to every mean fpiri- ' 
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tual tyraDt, and that he hoped to make atl 
priefts rampant vet power. 

Though I may have feemed to have treated 
the divine right of king Cbarks without divine 
homage or veoeratioo, yet if we confider righe- 
ly of the matter, there was a fort of Athanafian 
divinity^ fomethiog like trinij in unity in the 
family ; for fuch as Charles was, fuch was the 
father Jamesy and ftrch was James the fin^ in 
majeftic prerogative co-equal, in religion co- 
external* As was the tree, fuch wa» the fruit. 
And as we found (he fruit naught, we contra- 
dift ourfelves to mourn over the tree, as if ie 
had been good, which there was judged to be 
a neceffity to cut down. Our fathers began the 
firuggle for liberty agamft an arbitrary famil]^ 
and we finifhed it with glory. Can that which 
is glorious in us, be inglorious in them ? They 
for the peace and fecurity of the date, cut ofiT 
the head of the father ; we» for the fame reafoo^ 
cut off the tail of the fon ; though it had beea 
been better for us if we had cut ofThis head 
atfo. But this was the judgment of God exe- 
cuted upon thinti that he might have mercy 
upon us ; for his judgments are always mixr 
with mercy. Such judgments the Lord threa- 
tened to his Ifrail of old» * Tbe Urd will cut 

• ifaWi ix. 14. 
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efffrom Ifrael bead and tail^ hrancb and rujb in 
one day. 

If we may judge of men's dtfpofitions by their 
adjonSf if tfae tree be knowD by its fruity this 
prince was certatoly weak in his judgment, ob- 
flioatet and vindiAire in his temper, and very 
infiocere as hypocrites are ; and therefore no 
wonder if he afieAed to be thought religious^ 
and fo fbnd of ignorant devotion and religious 
ceremonies, that he became ia flave to priefts; 
and endeavoured, as tutored by them, to inflave 
the people. Though it muft be ooofefled, the 
king had a confeience, and a very great one ; 
for when he had to do with the confciences of 
others that were different from his, it fwallow- 
cd them all up, as Aaron^ rod fwallowed up 
the rods of the Egyptian Magi. And 'tis well 
known, that the rod of the prieft's power al- 
ways endeavours to fwallow up all other power, 
and often does fo.— In Cbarle^^s younger years 
he was looked on by all that knew him to be 
of a very obftinate difpofition, which his mo* 
ther much lamented ; and publickly confe/Ied, 
iti^tjke /eared he ivould live to he the ruin ofbim^ 
felf^ and occafion the hfs of the three ktHgdoms by 

his chftinacy. If any thing hindered him 

from being apapift, it was his love ofpreroga-- 
five ; for notwitbftanding the ftri^linefs of the 
laws againft paptAs at the beginning of his 
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reign, he granted them a general pardon and 
fBdoIgence ; and declared, it was bis will that 
all thi laws againfl thifh Jhouldjland dif charged. 
Tbfifi he early difcovered himfelf 41 friend to 
popery and tyr«nflf.-<-«And as the king and 
prieflhood grafpcd at abfolateanthority, and 
ificrcaied ia.tbe exercifis of it over the people, 
(b the dir* effe&a of their tyranpy and cruelty 
ioaea&d* Their new invented and ereded 
big)x-coinim(Soacouct8 and ft^r-chamberwere 
nearly related, to popiflu in^ifitieDy by 
which flAonftriWs cradtifls ^Mere coBiiaitted, 
and prodi0kHi$ £009 impofed 00 great oumbers 
of perfon^ (one of whom w«re naeii of the 
beft reputation, parts and leareing, of which ia 
^ may not be improper to give a fample, where-^ 
bytojudgeofothara. 

Mr. PrynM^ for reflevfling on the court and 
I afchbilhop Laud In his writings, was profecut* 

: ed in the fiar-chamber, and fentenced to pay 

I 5000/. to the king, to (land twice in the pii- 

Jory, to ]^aye both his ears cat off, one at each 
time, to be aftecwarda imprifoned during plea^ 
I fore without ufe of pen, ink or paper, and to 

I be ftigmatized on both cheeks with S, L. de-* 

noting a feditious libeller. 

Two or three years after, the fame Prynne^ 
and Bajwick, and 3urtM^ for writing fome 

rcflcc- 
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refledHoQS oa the hierarchy and governnientt 
were feoteaced to pay 5000/. each to the king, 
to ftaod In the piUory, ca have their ears cut 
off, and Prynfti that part of his ears which wero^ 
kft. 

Mr. Jdm Lithsurm for writing in Mr.. 
Prynniit viodication, was coodemnpd by arch* 
bilhop' taiud in his ftar-chamber to be whipt 
with a treble-.kootied cord froo^ the Fiut prifoa 
CO if^eftmififtir-ball, and had 500 la(hes« 
Afterwards in this deplorable and bloody con* 
dition he was obliged to fiand in the pUlpry, 
and was there gagged for complaining of thist 
cruel and barbarous afage* 

Dr. Liigbun for offending the hierarchy, 

was fentenced to pay 10,000/. to the king, 

and by two of Lawts officers was hurried into 

a moft difmal cell in NiewgaU^ there kept almofl 

two days without food, and his effedls feized, 

received when very ill thirty- fix ftripes with a 

treble cord, afterwards ftood in the pillory all 

bloody as he was almoft two hours in a time 

of froil and fnow, had there one ear cut oflf^ 

one noftrii flit, and one of his cheeks branded 

^tth a red hot iron, then carried away to the 

Flat prifon again by water ; and that day fe- 

ven night the fores on his back, nofe, and face 

Bot being <nred| be was agaki whipt and pit* 

3 lored 
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fercd iQ CheapftJif and there had the remainder 
of the fenteoce executed, by cnttiog off* the 
other ear, flittuig up the other noftril, nod 
branding the other check. 

InDQiDerable were the torments and troubles 
of the fubjeds, in therdgn of this pious king. 
And wherever the clergy reign, or a bigolted 
prince, they damn the laity, that is, they make 
them damned flaves or villains : and if they 
drive them to heaven, it is through hell. None 
£u:rifice to hiamm$n more devoutly than they. 
When tyranny is intended to be eftabliflied, it 
is the woric of mercenary priefts to begin the 
£dly againft common fenfe : the better to bub* 
hie, bnlly, and inflave the people, the terrors 
of damnation are of (acred ufe : by tfaefe they 
^deavour as much as in them lie^, to annul 
all the laws that fecure to the people thdr 
rights, and properties. Laws cannot poflibly 
be of any lervicet if they may not be defended, 
againft a powerful robber and perverter of 
them, Or againft a band of men combined to 
rob the nation of their properties and privileges, 
which are as much ^heir right, as what the 
king holds by law is his, becaufe both hold 
them by the fame rightful power, the law 
of the nation ; and therefore fnbjeds have 
equal right to pofleis 9nd defendrwhat the law 

gives 
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^ves ihenky as the forereigo has* Nothing 
IS MOR£:SACRBD THA^ LAW; it IS the powef 
of wifdom and goodnefs, or both, united for a 
good end) and is called Justice. Is isjuftia 
that is law.. Juftice is the proper ruling power, 
n*t the power of the ruler \ for power is given to 
a ruler, to a political head,for the fake of main- 
taining juftice. To tran(grefs thelaw,isa crimi* 
sal thing ; it is doing what is not juft, and there- 
fore renders the tranfgrefTor criminali and an 
vnjuft perfon, whoever he be ; for the law is 
like God» which is God's law, it is no reJptSltr 
^perfons ; and the law of nature is the nature 
of that law. When the political head there- 
fore is become unjuft, it is unnatural to the 
body politic, and offends it$ ought not then 
the gol^el precept to be pra£lifed, which fays^ 
* If thy right tye^ right baadj (or principal menx« 
ber) offirndtbity cut it ^ €ind caji it from tba *^fw 
it is profitable for tba ibat oneoftby memberspmjb^ 
rat bit tban ibi wbole body ; for defperate difeafes 
muft have defperate remedies ; though it ought 
Dot to be in the power of pope, prieft, enthu- 
iiaA, or any private^ particular perfon, to de- 
termine the public particular cafe ; but it re.^ 
fides in the tinited power of the public body, 

* Matthew vi« 29, 30: 
VOL.IIL 8 from 
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from yfhich the head recdvtfd its poiv^^ 
being heady for the united good of the bodf, 
or the public. Voc this ireafen, they cditfer 
Iheir power on one peifon, and veft their au« 
thority hi him, not for his good in oppo&don 
to theirs, bat for their own good in conjan^Qon 
with his. Conlideriog the edd and intendon 
« of their aftion, it is a power km, not giiren ; 
it is their power who are hni/ers; SLtid they arc 
the body who have it in 'themf<iives by natwral 
right, that is, and that only is Svine ; and he 
that receives it from them, has it by the fame 
right i but has no right to poflefs or execute it 
longer than he rightfully ufes it. *He that has 
loft his conduA cannot be a conduAor. Of 
tiim that perverts what is lent him, to his own 
nfc, in prejudice to the lender ; certainly the 
lender has. a right to demand the reftoration 
tA what he lent, and oblige fahn to it by force, 
.and fotti OMans, when fair nfeaos fail. No law 
can bind men down for titter fir worfe till 
Aatbs if the; tare i^rieved, and can find a 
remedy, no more ia policicali than in phyfical 
. cafea. No taws of God. pr nature oblige any 
perfon or people to remain mifefiableif they 
can be freed from mifiny, stad- make themlidves 
happy. To expel or kill a governor, un- 
doubtedly puts a nation into convuliions ; bat 

when 
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when bis Sff puts a o^tidtQ into cpavuHloost^ 
thjcn his expulfioD or death is tb« only remed]^ 
When a difeafe is bad^ the cure is good, if 
the remedy is worfe tfaaa the di(eafe» we nmil: 
feek another ; hut fome cafes admit of but odc 
remedy, one method of cure, and in thofe cafes 
that muft be had, or none. Let the remedy 
be what it will, it is not the lefs good becaufc 
it is public ; nor is juftice the lefs jtiftice, be- 
caufe it is done in a jufticiary way.— To extort 
money from a nation contrary to iaw, is a na- 
tional plunder, and public rapine. And we all 
know what punifliment the law pronounces on 
Wghway-robberi. Do they who rob a whole 
cation deferve lefs puniftiment than thofe who 
rob only fingle pcrfons ? or ought great cri- 
minals to efcape with impunity, and little cil-^ 
minals only fufFer. Or in defperate cafes, is it 
wrt t:^fidient that one man die for the peo^le^ that 
the nation perijh not t 

* Mr. Goi^dont that Herculean reafoner, in his 
.di&ourfes on Tacitus *y fays, < An abfolute 
prince is of all'otiiem the moA infiecure, as he 
proceeds by no rule of law, he can hare no rule 
'of fafetys he a6Vs by violence, and violence is 

* Vol. f. p. 1 0.6; ^ 

S 2 the 
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th^ ooly remedy agamft him. Hi^ afts dl 
craelty opoD particulars, whether done for re- . 
veoge or preveotion, do but alarm other par- 
licolars to fave themfelves by deftroyiog him. 

f It IS rare for a prloce limited by laws, and 
conteot with his power, to reign in forrow^ or 
die tragically, as it is uocommon for thofe who 
have no bounds fet them, or will fufTer none, to 
cfcape a miferable reign and unbloody end. 

* The people likewife expeA complaifanee 
from a prince, expeA to have their fentimenis 
and humours cotifidered; while the prince 
probably thinks that they have no/ight to foroi 
any judgment of public, matters, or to make 
3ny demands upon him,. but on the contrary re- 
ciuires of them blind reverence and obedience to 
his authority ; and acquiefcence in his fuperior 
conduA and (kill^ that all his doings (hoold 
pafs for juft i himfelf for a perfon altogether 
facred and unaccountable ; and his words for 
laws. If their behaviour towards him do not 
happen to fquare exa£Uy with tfaefe his fove- 
reiga notions and high conceit of himfelf, he 
will be apt to think, or fome officious flatterer 
will be ready to perfuade him, * his royal au- i 

'tVol. I. p. III. ♦ p. 123. 

thority 
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thorlty is fet at nought, the people are revolt- 
ed ; afid what remaids but they take arms.' 
To puoifti therefore their difobcdience, he 
proceeds to Tiolence, andcxercifes real feverity 
for imaginary guilt. Mifchief is prolific ; and 
violence in him begets refentment in them : 
The people murmur and exclaim ; the prince 
18 thence provoked, and flics to veAgeance ; 
when one a£t of vengeance is rdented and ex*- 
pofedf as it ever will be, more will follow: 
Thus thills go on ; affeflion is not only loft, 
bnt irrecoverable on either fide, hatred is be*- 
gun on both ; and prince and people confider 
themfelves no longer as magiflrate and fubjeA, 
but one another as enemies, 

. .Mr. Gcrdon fays thus, of this royal martyr's 
reign, in his Indtpendint Whig * : * Now, if wc 
enqaire into the fii'ft caufe, f?om which all the 
reft naturally followed, we fliall find that the 
violence of his reign caufed his violent end. 
It is not to be denied nor difguifed, that from 
the very beginning the court aimed at arbi- 
trary power, openly purfued it, and for fifteen 
years together praftifed it^ raifing money with- 
out law, and againft law 5 which was robbery 

♦ Vol. III. p. 361. 

S3 lA 
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ia thoTe who enfbrced the coUe^on of it : im- 
prifoDiog meo, the beft and greateft men» 
without law, and againft law : which was law- 
lefs- cruelty: feiziog the lands and eftates of 
others, without right, and againft right i which 
was flagrant oppreifion and violence : afTumiog 
and exercifing a power to difpenfe with laws, 
that is, to make and annul laws, which was 
manifeft ufurpation : and, in (hort, eftablifhing 
an arbitrary and TurirJ^ authority over the 
perfoBS, and rights, and fortunes of the people^ 
which was apparent and undeniable tyranny,^ 

* Between law and violence, between right 
and tyranny, there is no medium, no more than 
between juftice and opprei&on. If king Charles 
had no right to a£t thus, then his a£ling thus | 

was lyranny. If he had a right, of what force 
are laws and oaths ; and where is our conftitu- 
tion, the boafted rights of EngUJhmm and our 
ancient Magna Charia? Why was his fon king ' 

^ame% turned out ? why declared to have for- , 

feiced ? And I would a(k the admirers and de* I 

fenders of king Charles I. how they would i 

have liked, how borne fuch violences, fuch ' 
lawlefs doings and mifrule in king William ? 
how in the latfi reign i how in this? How | 
8 would 
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iRPOuld they have rdtflied tlie imprtfoameiit of 
their perfoDS^ taxes laid on, and exaficd with- 
out' confent of parliatneDt, arbitrary and excef^ 
five fines, their eftates feized, thdr families 
Impoyeriihed or famifhing i Doubtkfs no mes 
Would have been louder in the.cry of tynmny ; 
and veryjuft and natural would have been fuch 
a cry. How do they reconcile fuch zeal and 
profeflion with an approbation of the reign of 
king Char lis I. which was one continued feries 
of oppreifions, and aboIi(hed liberty and kw> 
and efiabli(hed univerfal Havery T-— , 

* Was it not crying guilt in the crown, to 
abandon its duty, to violate the coronation- 
oath, to tread upon law and juftice, to perfe- 
cute confcience, to rob and opprefs the people, 
and^from limited and lawful to become lawleft 
and arbitrary ? And is it not equally reafon- 
ablc, eqiiaUy becoming us Engl'Jhmen^ and 
freemen, to commemorate and deteft an admi- 
niftration fo pernicious and devouring, mea- 
fares fo black and lawlefs ? Is it not our duty 
to take warning by them, and whenever we are 
threatened with them, to guard aj^nft them, 
to watch every principle of flavery, and fop* 
prefs it betimes ; tp rejdke that we live in hap- 
pier 



|»cr tioMSy Kfe ia a^r*^ govnnmifttyMd uadtf 
/A^y9^f# #^iryi ^^4 laufh to psay for the con^ 
tlouaace of focb aa iovalnabie blefliog, and be 
dutiful aodaffiAingto tltat ooob ano okeai^ 
fi&iNCB who (ecures it to us, and duois n4>r 
lliiDg to ktefdf, tet what our pitltemotiaiNl 
1ia9w& h\9s gi?c him/-— 

Seeing we hatiR wtinhc hejiefihtgs to govern 
n«, which is the greateft of all national blrf* 
fings, let us trot grieve that our fathers deliver* 
cd themfelvcs from lyrnnnj by th«ir ftrtrgg^es, 
and us from the pernicious confequences of it. 
Have we not more rcafon to rejoicoi that the 
parliament's army had got the better of the 
Wog's, than if the king's army had got the 
Jwt^er of the parliament'^ ? for whereas w^ 
|kow lament om day in the year, fhould we not 
then have lamented ev^ry day in the year? 
We might have fought the freedom we now 
esijdy i];i Amerla^ we (bould not have found it 
in Britain. If we were not uogratcful to that 
God who redeemed us, he would give ui 
filing ioxfafting^ and ibi oil ofgladmfs for tbi 
fpiritofheavinefs^ we fliould thank God for bi$ 
mercies to ust iaflead of complaining and re« 
pining before him of his judgments to theoD^ 

feeing 
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jeeiag in the mid/l rf judgnunt to them hi hath 
nmemhred mercy U>}i$» 

' As the leflbn for thb day is the fuffernigs of 
our blefTed Lord, and as Charks*s devotees are 
fond of making an analogy bet5RreeQ them, I 
iball grant there was fome in their Jiathf^ 
:tbough there was none at all la their lives ; 
for the one went about doing good with his 
power, and faving the lives of men ; the other 
went about doing mifchief with his army, and 
deflroying men's lives, to defend his power» 
and maintain his prerogative. Bat both 
friends and enemies allow that be died a good 
death. It was a national good that one man 
died fir the people^ eind the nation perijhed not. 
In fach cafe therefore, it may be locked on as 
a kmd of propitiatory bcrifice^ and his death 
may be imputed rigbteoufnefsf which brought 
temporal redemption to the nadon, as the 
death of CbriJ brought fpiritual redemption 
to the world. As he died a good many we 
muft allow his death was unfortunate and is 
caufe of mourning ; but as he died a iad king 
the death of fach a oae it fortunate, and mat* 
ter of joy to any people. Thus juftly ftadog 
both fides of the account, we may fet equal 
reafons of joy agaiaft equal caufe of forrow. 
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fe cancel each other, and make the balance 
even. And as our Withers have fenr him to his 
faeaven]]^father» an(Lbave/olbwed him- th^m- 
felves^ RefuU/iant ; omnes in pace. If Go4 is 
reconciled with theoii: ai we ou^ht in charity' 
to believe^. ther(? is^a rveoacilistion between 
Godaod bis people?; therefore we ought to be 
Reconciled witb one another !• 



f Notwitbftand!pg fbmc .grammatical errors in 
tWr traft', rii^c is -f^ch an' honeft' fimjilicity of heart, 
/oclf good^fneaiitngt and-Arab wx>r(hyrfentiiiieiits in the 
wbole„ that I thought it dcftrving of prefervatiop. 
How mach better reafoning is found here, than io 
iiiioy.ferinoQ^prtiehed:bx gnat and digni&cd men 
i;>efbre Lcrds and Cmifmhf 
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